Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



'Wi^ 




COLLECTANEA 
A N GLO-PRE AI ON STRATEN SLA 



PRtSTED BY 
BromSWOODB AXU CO. LTI^ XSW-trrRiCKT MJUARC 

LONDON 



COLLECTANEA 
ANGLO -PREMONSTRATENSIA 

DOCUMENTS DRAWN FROM THE 

ORIGINAL REGISTER OF THE OBDER, NOW IN THE 

BODLEIAN LIBRARY, OXFORD, AND THE 

TRANSCRIPT OF ANOTHER REGISTER 

IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM 



ABBANOED AND EDITED 
FOR TEE BOTAL HISTOMCAL SOCIETY 



FRANCIS A. GASQUET 



LONDON 

OFFICES OF THE ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

S OLD SEBJEANTB' INN, CHANCERY LANE, W.C. 

19(H 

1. 



19946 I 



• • 









• » • 









• ■ • 



PEEFACE 



The collection of documents Lere printed for the Royal Histoncal 
Society almost necesaitatea, by way of introduction, some accoant of 
the Order of Pr6montr6, the history of which in England they do 
ranch to illuatrate. It was founded in the early part of the twelfth 
century by St. Norbert, who was bora in 1080 at Xauten, in the 
duchy of Cleves. His father was Coant of Gennep, and his mother 
a cousin of the Emperor Henry IV. He was educated in the house- 
hold of Frederick, archbishop of Cologne, and in hia early years he 
seemed to possess an inclination to the ecclesiagtical state. For this 
reason, whilst yet a youth, in accordance with an abuse of church 
patronage unfortunately too common in those days, he was presented 
with a canonry in his native city, and at the earliest possible age 
was ordained subdeacon. He was at this time called to the court of 
hia kinsman the Emperor, Henry V., and for a period acted as his 
almoner. Being attracted by natural dieposition to the gaieties of 
the world, he hesitated for some years to enter the liiglier grades 
of the sacred ministry, and it was not until his thirtieth year that 
he retired from court in order, in strict retirement in the abbey 
of Conon, to prepare for the sacred ministry, As the immediate 
result of hia reflections he resigned bis canoniy and other ecclesias- 
tical preferment* and, in 1118, embraced a life of complete poverty, 
so that he might thereby the better devote his life tu the work of 
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preaching the Gospel to the poor. The following year, 1119, he 
presented himself to Pope Callixtus II., who was then at Bheims 
presiding over a Council, and obtained the pontiff's general approval 
of the form of life he hoped to establish. At Rheims he made the 
acquaintance of Bartholomew Viry, bishop of Laon, who invited 
Norbert to found his first house in his diocese ; and St. Bernard, in 
order to second the desire of the bishop, offered a solitary valley in 
the neighbourhood for the purpose. This lonely and desolate spot 
in the forest of St. Gobain promised all that the saint desired ; and 
here, by the side of a stream and near to the ruins of an ancient 
chapel, the bishop of Laon, having built the first house of the new 
Order, on Christmas Day 1121 gave the white habit of the canons 
regular to Norbert and some forty companions. The monastery 
thus founded became known throughout Europe as IV^montre, 
and for many centuries was the mother-house of the Order, called 
after it the Premonstratensian Order. 

From the time of its establishment the new Foundation grew 
by leaps and bounds. Even in the lifetime of Norbert himself it is 
said that at Pr6montr6 alone more than five hundred people followed 
the rule he had given them, and thirty years after the first founda- 
tion nearly a hundred abbots of the Order assembled in general 
Chapter at the head house. St. Norbert destined his followers for 
the work of preaching to the poor, and his design was to mould 
them for that ministry by the practice of strict conventual life. 
He gave them the rule of the Austin canons with some slight 
modifications; for example, he desired that the superior should 
always receive the abbatial dignity, whereas with the Augustinians, 
although some of the greater houses were ruled by an abbot, in 
most instances the superior was only a prior. 

It is worth remarking that the canons of Pr6montr6 were 
apparently the first to conceive the idea, afterwards so largely 



developed by the mendicants of the thirteenth century, of uniting 
lay men and women to them by a formal aggregation in what was 
known as ' a third Order,' with a share In all the prayers and pri- 
viiegeB of the brethren. Those aasocJated, though not bound by 
the strict obligations of the religious life, still, whilst engaged in 
their secular employments, followed a mitigated observance some- 
what akin to that of the canona themaelvea. At Prf-montrfi also 
and elsewhere there were established in the vicinity of the abbeys 
convents of women, called canonesaes, mucli on the lines subse- 
quently adoptetl by the Gilbertines. Indeed, during the life of the 
founder, many of the monasteries were double houses, only divided 
by the enclosure wall, and before his death the canonesses are said to 
have numbered many thousands. St, Norbert's successor, however, 
in 1137, ordained in the general Chapter that the houses of tho 
canonesses should henceforth be in distinct places, so that the 
common form of double monasteries never obtained in this country, 
and the only two establishments of English canonesses of the Pre- 
monstratenaian Order which came into existence had no connection 
with any other abbey of men. 

The first monastery of I'remonstratensian canons to be esta- 
blished in these islands was in Scotland, whither King David in 
1 125, during the lifetime of St. Norbert, brought a colony from 
Prfimontre. In England itself the first abbey was founded at New- 
house, in Lincolnshire, the community being furnished from the 
abbey of Lisqnes, near Calais. Within a quarter of a century 
NewhouBe became the parent of Alnwick (U-17); St. Agatha's 
(no2); Welbeck (1153) ; Barling-t (1154), and Sulby or Welford 
(1154). In another fifty years or so the same abbey of Newhouse 
had sent out six more colonies: namely, Croxton (1172); Parndon 
in Essex (1172), afterwards removed to Bileigh, near Maldon 
(1180); Tupholme(U90); Neubo(1198); Dale, otherwise called 
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Stanley Park {120-1), ana Coverham (1212). In 1195 Alnwick 
placed a. daugliter-Louse iit Langley, and in 1200 St. Agatha's 
did the saine at Eggleston. Welbeck, destined to be tbe most 
important of ail the English housea, commenced to throw out its 
branches in the last quarter of the twelfth century. Its first colony 
was placed at Hagneby (1175) ; and six others followed in succes- 
sion : Leyston (U83); Beauchief (1183); West Dereham (1188); 
Torre (119ti); Dureford (ciVc.c 1217), and Hales Owen (1218). 
Sulby, too, had by this time established one danghter-honse at 
Lavendon (circa 1175), and Croxton three, namely, Blanchland 
(1190), Cockeraand (1193), and Horneby (circa 1200); whilst 
Shap or Heppa in Cumberland was the creation of Blanchland 
(circa 1200), within a few years of its own foundation. Premontre 
itself was directly responsible for the foundation of two English 
houses : St, Radegund's, orBradsole Abbey, near Dover (11 93), and 
Begham or Bayham in Susses (1200). To the above we must add an 
offshoot from Leyston, namely, Langdon (1183) ; Titchfield (1231), 
from Hales Owen; Wendling (1267), from Langley; and the cell 
of Dodford, belonging to Hales Owen. To complete the list of 
English Premonstrateneian foundations, it is only necessary to 
name the two convents of canonesses of the Order at Brodholm in 
Nottinghamshire and Irford in Lincoln, 

It may be useful here to give a chart of the various descents 
mentioned above, which was drawn up by Francis Peck, and appears 
in his collections in the British Museum, Add. MS. 4934 f, 5 (gee 
0£2>os!te page). 

Up to the present time the information available for the history 
of the Order in this country and for the particular history of the 
indi^idaal houses has been scanty and disappointing. The great 
collection of documents for the history of the Norbertine canons 
generally, published by Le Paige in 1633, contains practically 
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nothing in respect to the branches of the Order in England, and 
althoagh some county histories, like that of Leicestershire by 
Nichols, or some monographs on particular houses, like Addy's 
Beavdiiefy contain some scattered documents of interest and im- 
portance, there has been no collection relating to the English Pre- 
monstratensian Order hitherto available for students. The docu- 
ments now for the first time printed, of which the present instal- 
ment forms the first of two volumes, add very materially in every 
way to our knowledge of the general government of the Order, as 
well as giving many details regarding each particular house of the 
English province. 

The papers for these Collectanea Anglo-Premo^istratefma are 
drawn from two sources : (1) The transcript of a Register belonging 
to an official of the Order, made in the eighteenth century from the 
original Registrum Premonsiratense, and which is now among the 
Additional MSS. in the British Museum (Add. MS. 4934) ; (2) the 
original MS. Register in the Bodleian Library, known as Ashmole 
MS. 1519. Documents printed from the first are designated 
throughout this volume as P., those from the second, or Ashmole 
volume, as A. 

(1) The Museum transcript. — This forms part of the collection 
of the antiquary Francis Peck, the well-known author of the Desi- 
derata Curiosa, The five volumes (Add. MS. 4934 to Add. MS. 
4938) now in the British Museum were intended as a continuation 
of Dugdale's Monasticon. The first two of the five quarto volumes 
relate exclusively to the Premonstratensian Canons, and consist of 
181 and 231 leaves respectively. They were meant to form in 
print the first portion of the * Supplement ' to Dugdale, and are 
called by Peck (MS. 4934, fol. 1), Monasticon Anglicanum, Supple- 
mentis novis adauctum^ vol. i. 

Peck's sources for this proposed volume were three : (ii) the 



Origiual Kegiater, called lie-jistmmPreriwitdi-alciiiie, wliicli, to suit 
the convenience of students, he has Hjatematised and arranged ; 
(6) the Duke of Rutland's mnninients »t Belvoip, of which be haa 
profited largely for Croxton Abbey ; (c) two or three pieces drawn 
from elsewhere. He divides bis collection into three parts : 

(i) Docomenta concerning the affairs of the English Premon- 
strateoaiaoa in general, called Qeiieralia, extending, with syllabus 
&c., tofol. ADofMS. 4931. 

(ii) Documents concerning special English monasteries; the 
houses being arranged in alphabetical order, extending from ful. 
1 00 of MS. 4931 to fol. 85 of MS. 4935 ; fols. 86-91 being occupied 
by a syllabus of these Specialia. 

{iii) The rest of MS. 4'J35 (fola. 05 to 231) containing the 
Croxton Domesday fi-ora the Belvoir archives. 

With regard to the Croston documents, a couaiderable portion 
of them has been published in Nichols's llUtory of Ldceatej', 
vol. ii., part i., Appendix, pp. 77-104, and much of the remainder 
has been used and translated in various parts of the same county 
history, 'ilie present CuUedanea are concerned, thei^eforL', oidy with 
sections (i) and (ii): the documents in MS. 4934 and MS. 4935 
which Peck copied out, apparently about the year 1733, from a 
certain Ile-jistmii FremoiLslratense, which, although syfltematised 
and arranged, is obviously fully transcribed. 

The Museum became possessed of tbese Peck transcripts in a 
very simple manm-r. Upon the death of the antiquary most of 
his manuscripts were purchased by Sir Thomas Cave. These 
monastic collections were placed by him in the hands of Dr. Andrew 
Ciitford, one of the sub-librarians of the British Museum, for ex- 
amination and arrangement. At the beginning of the first of these 
live volumes (MS. 4934) Dr. Gifford heis inserted a memorandum, 
dated 14 May, 1 770, setting forth how they found their way into the 
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national library. Having put them in order for Sir Thomas Cave, 
Dr. Giflford, recognising their value for English monastic history, 
pressed Sir Thomas to allow them to remain among the Museam 
collections. He could, however, obtain no definite promise from their 
owner, and had to be content with a reply to the efiect that ' probably 
some time or other they would come ' to the library. For many 
years they remained under Dr. Gifibrd's care at the Museum, but 
in the year 1777 the owner called for them and took them away. 
Sir Thomas died the year after their removal, and his son, in answer 
to the librarian's renewed request that these collections might be 
given to the nation, handed them over to him. Dr. Gifibrd's opinion 
as to their worth is recorded in the note already mentioned. 
' They are,' he says, ' a most valuable and almost inestimable collec- 
tion. If the gentlemen at Rome, who have been some years com- 
posing the history of the Premonstratenses, knew of them, doubt- 
less they would consult and insert them, having made great inquiries 
after them some years ago.' ^ 

Unfortunately, Peck does not give any indication of the place 
where the Registrum Premonstratense thus transcribed and arranged 
by him was preserved. This is all the more strange inasmuch 
as in his other collections he is usually most careful to give the 
name of the owner of every manuscript he copied. In this case, 
however, although the exact folio of the Register is always carefully 
noted — so carefully, indeed, that it is possible to re-arrange the MS. 
according to its old plan — still no indication is given anywhere 
by which to discover where the original was to be found even in 
Peck's time, still less, of course, where it is at the present day. 
As no reference whatever is made by the antiquary to ownership, 

* Dr. Gifford probably here refers to inqairies made on behalf of the Premon- 
Btratensian historian C. L. Hugo, whose great collection for the history of the 
Order was published in 1734-6, in two large folio volumes, under the title: Sacri et 
Catwnici Ordinis Pranumstratensis Annales. 
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wliere Be is generally bo careful to state it, it seems not aa impro- 
bable conjecture that the Tolnme may have been his own property 
at the time he copied it. 

In default of the oHginal MS. it has been necessary lo depend 
entirely upon Peck's transcript for all documents marted P. in the 
present volnme. This has been an obvious disadvantage, as a refer- 
ence to the MS. text might have cleared up several points in which 
the transcript is defective or obscure ; it would also have shown 
whether some obviously wrong constructions were the fault of the 
original aoribe or of the tranBcriber. It is true that Ayscough, 
in the preface (p. ix) to his Catalogue of Additional MSS., writes 
that Peck's 6ve manuscript volumes ' by all lovers of antiquity 
will be esteemed an inestimable acquisition, being transcribed 
with such exactness aa to be nearly of eqnal authenticity with 
original papers.' In the documents here printed there will be 
found many examples of not inconsiderable errors (e.g. pp. 11, 14, 
41, 60, 57, &c.), which will force the reader somewhat to modify 
this judgment. Although, of course, it is now impossible to say 
with certainty that they are errors of transcription, in some cases 
it is practically certain. Thus Peck frequently, if not generally, 
writes hiijitg for hiju^modi, misreading the contraction (cf. pp. 40, 
6&, 66, Sic.). In the answers to questione proposed in the Visita- 
tion of 1478 (No. OP), which will be printed in the second volume, 
Peck had originally written, in the answers which he numbers 5 
and 1 2, ' fundatuTO erat ' and ' hahenl ' : this he has altered to ent 
and babe'. It may, however, be gathered from certain extracts in 
Additional MS. 6118, that the former are the true readings, and 
that the latter were adopted by the antiquary to suit the arrange- 
ment he had devised. In one case it ia impossible to believe that 
the original scribe, who was no doubt familiar with the Vulgate, 
could have written : ' nou Ambus in primogenito Boois'for the 
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text ^ non arabis in primogenito bovis ' (p. 254.). This is pointed 
out, however, without any wish to detract from the due merit of 
Peck's collections, or by way of carping at one from whose labours 
we derive so much advantage, but only to give the reader warning as 
to the drawbacks that somewhat detract from the value of these 
transcripts.! 

(2) The Original Register in the Bodleian (MS. Ashmole 1519). 
The second source from which the collections here printed are 
taken is, as already indicated, a manuscript Register now in the 
Bodleian Library. MS. Ashmole 1519 is an original Register of 
the acts of Bishop Redman, himself a Premonstratensian ; and 
records the visitations he made and other business transactions 
he had with the Order in England during the long period at the 
end of the fifteenth century when he was practically the superior. 
It had been supposed by many that this Ashmole MS. was really 
the original Registrum Premonstratense from which Peck's tran- 
script had been made, although in 1839 Mr. Thomas Wright, in 
editing a paper from the Peck collection for the Camden Society, 
describes it as from ' a modern copy from a MS. not now known.' * 
When, however, the Royal Historical Society acquired a transcript 
of the Oxford MS., and it became possible to compare it carefully 
with Peck's volumes, it was at once apparent that the two were 
entirely diflferent, although evidently possessing some connection 
one with the other. In point of fact, a careful examination of the 
two volumes leaves little room to doubt that the original from 
which Peck copied his documents and the Oxford MS. were parts 
of the same general Register. 

» Addy, in his History of Beaiichief (pref . p. iv), says that Peck's transcript has 
famished him * with matter of the greatest interest.' He also notes that he has 
been unable to discoyer where the original MS. which Peck copied was now to be 
found. 

* TJie Political Songs of England from tlie reign of John to that of Edward J., 
pp. 160-179. 



When pat together, then, the two parts furnish a fairly full 
recoi-d of the Order in England in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centnries. Jloreover, it would appear more than likely that both 
volumes were in reality the work of Bishop Bedman. Both 
certainly were in some way or other connected with him, since 
the records of hia visitations are to bo found in both. No single 
document, however, ia repeated in the united collection ; the full 
Register requiring both manuscripts to make it complete. It 
would seem not improbable that in the first part, which we know 
now only in Peck's transcript, the hishop had gathered together 
copies of early documents mainly regarding ihe relations of the 
mother-house at Pr6montr(? with the English abbeys. The eai'liest 
document is a letter dated 120!, and written to England by the 
.-ibbot of Pr^montr^, and the last document concerns the election 
of Edmund Greyne as abbot of Hales Owen on July 4, 1505, 
At the close of the fifteenth century the same MS. records several 
visitations by Bishop Redman, thus proving its connection with 
him. The Aahmoie MS. then takes up the story of his administra- 
tion, and is rightly known as ' Redman's Register,' as it concernft 
hia work for the Order almost exclusively from 1174 to 1505. 
Whilst recording some few early documents — probably copied into 
the volume for easy reference, as precedents — it is mainly occupied 
by the account of the visitations, iltc, made by the bishop as 
vicar of the abbot of Pr^montr^- ; those in the first volume being 
supplementary to these. It may, therefore, with some pro- 
bability be conjectured that the lost original of Peck's transcript 
was not very dissimilar in character from the present Ashmole MS. 
1519. 

As regards this original part of Redman's Register, Black, in 
his Cnialofpie of the Aflimolenn MSS.,^ writes thus: ' A valuable 
' Oxford. 1815, coll. 1419-20. 
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folio MS., on paper, written in a email character, at difTerent 
times ; in a miserable mutilated state ; it having been stained 
and almost rotten with damp throughout, the two first leaves 
having almost perished, and small fragments only remaining of 
the two last, when Asbmole caused it to be newly bound. . . . The 
contents of this volume are highly curious and valuable ; but too 
numerous to be particularly specified in this place.' 

Addy also, writing of Beauchief, says of this Ashmole MS. : 
' The volume itself is of great historical value. Fosbi-ooke used it 
largely in the compilation of his Bril!j--h ^fon^chium, and it is 
noticed, passim, in the account of Premonstratensian abbeys in 
the MoTuistieon, I wonder that a volume of such extraordinarj' 
interest has not long ago been published ; for it gives a bett«r 
account of monastic life in England during the years which it 
covei-a than, perhaps, any other record ; and that, too, at a period 
when English history rofjuires much elucidation.' 

There ia no record of when or how the volume came into the 
possession ofAahmole. In 1697 , when th& Catalogus Anglim was 
published, it was already among his MSS. In 1642, however, 
Gervase Holies transcribed from it certain lists in a volume now 
in the British Museum (Add. MS. 6118), and the old Register 
was then in the possession of Sir WingEeld Bodenham. This is 
practically all that ia known about it. 8inee it has been in 
the Bodleian it has furnished some material to local antiquaries 
interested in the history of certain houses. In Nash's Worcesl.ei'~ 
nhire (Appendix, xxxix-xl), for example, there are several pieces 
regarding Hales Owen printed from this volume, but antiquaries 
have as a rule been deterred by the character of the volume 
from making much use of it. In Pegge'a account of Beauchief 
Abbey, for instance, there is a letter from a William Huddersford, 
dated 'Trinity College, Oion. Feb. 15, 1753,' addressed to Pegge 



reapecling thia MS.' In this lie saye : ' The book is but in a bad 
condition, and the ink so moch altered that it is very difEcnIt 
to make anything out. I have therefore rather delineated than 
wrote what I found there.' 

■*^ A minute examination of the MS., made for the purpose of 
this volume, hag furnished one or two items of information which 
are not uninteresting. The Register consists of 162 folios of 
paper 16| inches by 8 inches. The whole is much damp-stained, 
the first twenty-five leaves and the last four or five being con- 
siderably damaged. The writing is mainly in one hand, entered 
at diiferent times and under various circumstances, and it some- 
times shows marks of considerable haste. It is not a Register in the 
sense of being a volume into which documents were systematically 
and carefully copied by a clerk ; but it is e\-idently the actual 
book into which the bishop's notes and doings were entered at the 
time. This supposition is borne out by the paper used, which is 
not of one kind, for no less than five different water-marks are 
to be seen in the 162 leaves. Most probably the quires of paper 
were bought when needed, and the entries were no doubt originally 
intended as rough though complete notes, to be afterwards copied 
fairly and witli all necessary cori-ectioiis into a proper Register. 
Some of the pages were naturally at first left blank, and on many of 
these rouglily written documents and drafts with corrections have 
apparently been subsequently written. The regular records, as has 
been already said, are mostly in one hand. From folio 50 it 
appears that the penman was K, Bedall ; from folio 58 that he was 
Bishop Redman's chaplain ; from folio 155 that he was a Premon- 
stratensian canon ; and from folio 69 that he was prior of Shap 
Abbey and the Visitor's associate in bis journeys and visitations. 
In the Latin of these records there are many and obvious slips which 
■ Appendix IT., p. 231. 
TOI.. I. a 
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the writer did not stop to correct, but which he would not have 
desired to see reproduced in all the distinctness of modern print. 
Such mistakes as * predicte patres reverende,' or the use of * qua ' 
for *quam,' are quite common. Capitals, too, are used without 
any apparent reason, as, for example, ' in hoc negocio Assumpto,' 
or * Campanas dicte ecclesie ' ; but all these mistakes are after all 
signs rather of the haste in which these notes were necessarily 
written than of any ignorance on the part of Prior Robert Bedall. 
One feature of Peck's transcript must be noticed. It has 
already been said that the antiquary did more than merely copy 
the original Register: he arranged it in such a way as to render its 
contents more accessible to the historical inquirer. To begin 
with, he sorted the documents and classified them under the 
heads of Generalia and Specialia, placing in the first division 
all records relating to the general history or administration of the 
Order in England, arranged as far as possible in strict chronological 
sequence. Into the second division, or Spedaliay he gathered 
up all pieces relating to the individual houses and arranged them 
under their special names, set down in alphabetical order. In this 
way those who are interested in any special locality or abbey are 
able to turn at once to the material they desire to consult. On 
consideration and consultation for the purpose of this edition of 
the MSS., Peck's arrangement was thought to be so useful that 
not only has it been determined to leave it, bub to treat the 
Ashmole Register upon the same system, and to classify the 
documents contained in it under the same two headings, placing 
them in their proper position with those copied by Peck. The 
present volume contains the documents — 163 in number — from 
both collections classed under the head of Generalia, This has been 
subdivided, for convenience of consultation, into six sections : 
I. Relations between Pr^montr^ and the English Houses ; II. 



Documents relating to Elections; III. Provincial Chapters; IV. 
Visitations ; V. Forms of Letters, Citations, &c. ; VI. Miscellaneona, 

In printing these papers they have heen regarded from tlie 
point of view of history rather than from that of any science of 
language. For philological purposes the very circumstances 
noder which the Ashmole docoments were drawn up make them 
of as little import as Peck's seven tee nth-century transcripts. For 
this reason no attention has heen pai"J to the capital letters of 
the MS., or to the indiscriminate use of the u and r, and whilst 
attention has heen called in the notes to certain necessary cor- 
rections in the text, obvious slips and mistakes have been 
reclified thi-oiighout. 

Something must now be said aboot the bishop from whose 
Register the documents here published are taken, and who in all 
probability collected the more ancient papers as precedents to 
guide him in the administration of the English Prorince of the 
Premonstratensian Order. 

Bishop Hedman, a native of Cumberland, entered the Order 
in the house of Shap, of which he subsequently became abbot 
about 11-59. Shap Abbey was situated only a few miles from 
Levens, his birthplace, and it was an important house, with 
ample revenues. In 1-1-73 Redman was nominated by the abbot 
of Prfmontr^ his vicar in England. By this time he had 
already been bifhop of St. Asaph for tt'n years, althongh he still 
continued to hold the abbacy of Shap with full jurisdiction, 
and spent much of his time in the practical government of his 
house. Redman was evidently a man of great energy and deter- 
mination. He foond the cathedral church of his see of St. Asaph 
a mere heap of ruins, in which state it had remained since Owen 
Glendower Lad destroyed it in 1408. He set to work to restore 
it, and when, in 1496, he was translated to Exeter, he left it 
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substantially as it appears to-daj. In 1501 be was again 
translated, to Ely, and he died at Ely House, Holborn, on August 
24, 1505. Practically during all his long episcopate, extending 
over thirty-seven years, Redman continued to exercise the oflSce of 
Visitor of his Order in England ; and the record of his work is to 
be found in these two volumes of his Register now published. 
That he continued to hold the abbacy of Shap after he became 
bishop, and that not merely in commendam but as the governing 
superior, is a fact quite out of the ordinary course and somewhat 
diflScult to explain. The only suggestion I can offer is that, in 
view of the impoverished state of his first diocese and of his 
determiuation to rebuild his cathedral, he was allowed to retain 
the well-endowed abbey of Shap. His continuance to the close 
of his life in the office of Visitor of the English Province of Pre- 
raonstratensian Canons is evidence that he had the confidence of 
the authorities at Pr6montr6, and of his own brethren in England. 
We may now consider a few of the main features in the history 
of the English Premonstratensians as it appears in the documents 
printed in this volume. The first, and indeed in many ways the 
most important, point illustrated by these papers are the relations 
of the English abbeys with the head house of the Order at Pr6- 
montr6. The documents concerning this are to be found in the 
first section. Although, as we have seen, that abbey had very 
little direct share in planting the English branch of Premon- 
stratensians, it still claimed, by the rule of St. Norbert, to be some- 
thing more than a head or chief house. Its abbot demanded the 
right to exercise authority over all houses of the Order, and to 
occupy the position of general superior over all other abbots. In 
this the claims of Pr6montr6 were similar to those of Clteaux and 
Cluny in regard to the Benedictine houses of their respective 
Congregations. 



The case of the English PremoiistratenBians provides ns with 
a good illustration of the almost necessary difficalties and incon- 
veniences which ia practice existed in regard to these inter- 
national Congregations, and of the friction which at times at 
least prevented the smooth working of such a system. Apart 
from the obvious difBcuIty which must be experienced by any 
foreign superior, of understanding the temperament and peculiar 
needs of his English subjects, national complications were always 
possible, and the religious in this country were frequently foreed 
to make choice between obedience to tJie laws of their country 
and the duty they owed to the foreign heads of their Order. We 
may premise that, just prior to the date of the first of the 
documents here printed, the Order, desiring to stand well with the 
king, Edward I., and in return for his benefactions, made him a 
Con/rater in the general Chapter of 1290 and promised him a full 
share in all suffrages and good works.' 

From the English canons Pr6montr6 claimed three things : 
regular attendance on the part of the abbots at the annual 
general Chapter, held at the mother-house ; the appointment of 
the visitor to examine and report to the abbot-general as to the 
state of the houses ; and the right to tax the affiliated houses for 
the benefit of the Oi'der in general and l\eniontre in particular. 
It was this last demand which, in practice, caused many difb- 
culties and led to many misunderstaiidings. Our documents, 
iudeed, commence with a quarrel on this score in full swing. 
Adam de Cr^cy was abbot of Pr(5mcintr6 from 130-1 to 1327, 
and the result of hia battle-royal with the English suffragan 
abbots on the subject of subsidies was ever after considered as 
the ruling precedent, at least in this country. The Englisli 
abbotSj acting on a royal prohibition against any snch payments 
I p. K. O. Eioiiequer of Receipte, Liber A, fo. 170. 
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to foreign superiors (No. 1) — which, by the way, they do not 
seem to have much misliked — had been for some time defaulters, 
when, in 1310, Abbot Adam de Crecy summoned them all to the 
meeting of general Chapter at Pr6montr6, and commanded them 
to bring with them the overdue tallages. On receipt of this 
citation the abbots met together on 23 July, 1310, and by a joint 
letter (No. 2), whilst expressing ' due obedience, reverence, and 
honour ' for the abbot of Pr6montr6 personally, informed him that 
they were quite unable to comply with his orders. A royal prohibi- 
tion passed by Parliament, they said, prevented them from leaving 
the kingdom for such a purpose, and were they to disregard this 
statute they would certainly be outlawed and unable to return to 
their country. Two of their number were, however, deputed to go 
over the sea to the meeting of general Chapter, and they were 
charged to explain more fully the real state of the case, and to 
show the Chapter that, besides this prohibition against leaving the 
country, the English law also forbade them to pay any tax that 
might be imposed upon them by the superiors of the Order abroad. 
The abbots of Langdon and Sulby were the two chosen as 
proctors to represent their English brethren at Pr6montr6 on this 
occasion ; and, fortified by a letter signed and sealed by fourteen 
English abbots (No. 3), they attended the meeting of Chapter. 
How they fared does not exactly appear in these papers except in 
the result. Abbot Adam and the Chapter of Pr6montr6 would 
listen to no explanation, and issued a decree of condemnation 
against the English abbots for not appearing in answer to 
the citation, and for not paying the required subsidy. Their 
excuses, as set forth by the two delegates, were rejected as un- 
worthy and inadequate ; and a sentence of excommunication was 
passed on all of them, to take effect without further formality if 
they had not paid all that was due from them by the following 
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Kaster (No, -i). The t^nglinh dwlegates, the abbots of Langdon and 
Sulby, were ordered moreover, under severe penalties, to publish 
this sentence of the whole Order iii every Eoglish abbey before 
the end of the year (No. 5). 

On 18 October, 1310, consequently, these two abbots snm- 
inoiied a general Chapter of the English I'rovince to meet them at 
Lincoln on 1 December, in the chcrch of the Friars of the Sack 
(Fratres Saccorum). Besides the attendance of the abbot, each 
house was, as usual, directed to elect and send a delegate to the 
meeting, that the affair might be fuily known and discussed. 
The delegates would, they say, personally explain to the Fathers 
how and for what reasons the Chapter at Fr6montr6 had rejected 
the excuses they had been charged to give in their name, for 
not obeying the citation to Chapter and for their continued non- 
payment of the tallages. In the same assembly they purposed to 
carry out the oi-ders they had received in regard to the publica- 
tion of the decree of general excommunication (No, C). The 
position was difficult and perplexing ; on the one side and on 
the other there was danger. If the English abbots gave way anJ 
paid the foreign demands, they would have to reckon with the 
law of the land ; if they refused or neglected to comply, they were 
threatened with the displeasure of their superior and the heaviest 
apiritnal penalties. It was really a case of ' the devil and tlie 
deep sea ' ; but it is fortunately not necessary, at any rate for us, 
to determine exactly which was which. 

The English abbots, as we have seen, were to meet at Lincoln 
on 1 December, 1310 ; but before that date the king had written 
a letter to the conveners of the Chapter (No. 8), which somewhat 
assisted the solution, or at lea&t fortified the English abbots in 
their resolution to resist. It is not very far-fetched to imagine that 
eome one of the Chapter Fathers had acquainted the king withtbe 
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perilous position in which they found themselveB. At any rate, on 
10 November, 1310, Edward II., writing from Berwick-on-Tweed, 
issued letters absolutely prohibiting the levying of any subsidy 
or tallage on behalf of Pr6montre or the payment thereof. His 
father, Edward I,, he says, had already finally dealt with this 
matter. Knowing that imposts were exacted of religions 
in England by their foreign superiors, contrary to the intention 
of the founders of the English houses and to the injury of the 
realm, in the thirtieth year of his reign he passed an Act of 
Parliament forbidding any English superior ever again to try to 
raise such subsidies, under whatever name they chose to call 
them. By the present letter, therefore, the king desired to 
remind the abbots of Langdon and Sulby of these enactments, 
and warned them of the grave penalties they would all suffer if 
they ignored the statutes of the realm. 

The king's monition had its due weight. The Chapter met 
aa arranged at Lincoln, and the Fathers, sheltering themselves 
behind the authority of the royal letter, determined on a bold 
course of action. They denied that the abbot of Prfimontrfi or 
the Chapter could legally claim any tallage from them. They 
admitted that it had been paid previously, but they claimed that 
this had been done merely through motives of fraternal chanty 
towards Pr^montre, and not because they were in any way bound 
to contribute to the foreign establishment. In tJie present case, 
being constrained by King Edward's distinct prohibition, they 
unanimously resolved to withstand the claims of Abbot Adam 
and the general Chapter of the Order as onerous and injurious. 
They indited a spirited protest against the action of Pr6montr6, 
inasmuch as, although the distinct prohibition of the king was 
made known to him, tha abbot had imposed heavy subsidies 
under ecclesiastical excommunication for refusal to pay. ' We 



tlierefore,' they say m conclusion, * rearing prejudice to our 
housee, and desiring to safeguard their interests from foreign 
exactions and oureelres from excommanicatioa and punishment, 
appeal directly to the Holy Apostolic See ' for protection (No. 9). 
Before dispersing, on 2 December, 13L0, the necessary formali- 
ties for the appeal were gone through in the choir of the Friars' 
Church, and notaries and proctora were appointed to draw up the 
needful documents and prosecute the business to a conclusion 
before the Cnria (No. 10). 

For the purpose of the appeal, the proctors of the English 
abbots in the first instance called for copies of all the letters from 
Pr^montre, which had been produced by the two abbots of Langdon 
and Sulby who had act^d as delegates from the abbot and general 
Chapter. These were produced on 20 January, 1311, at Bar- 
lings Abbey, in a certain room called the ■ abbot's new chamber." 
The record of this meeting is of interest as showing the extreme 
care that was taken to verify the original documents : a minute 
description of the subscriptions and of the various seals being given 
(No. 11). The following day, 21 January, in the abbot's said 
chamber and in the presence of a notary public, the Englisli abbots 
constitnted William do Kyrkton, canon of Barliugs, Robevt de 
Spalding, canon of Croxton, and Robert de Rotheram, canon of 
Beaachief, their proctors to prosecute the appeal to the Pope. 
They gave them fidl power to act, and to get others to act in their 
name. They engaged to abide by the decision, whatever it might 
be, and pledged themselves to meet all necessary expenses (No. 1 2), 

The same day William de KjT-ktou, named above as firat 
proctor, submitted a draJt of his formal appeal. It complained 
generally of the imposition of subsidies from abroad without the 
consent of the abbots themselves. It asserted in plain language 
that the English houses were unduly burdened, and had a right to 
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oomplain that such subsidies were demanded under threat of 
spiritual censures. Moreover, in regard to visitations the English 
canons had serious cause to protest. Whilst other provinces were 
visited yearly by two abbots chosen for the purpose in the district, 
the abbot of Premontr^, either himself personally or by a com- 
missary, had been accustomed to come over to England with a large 
train of horses and attendants, and this had been necessarily a 
source of great expense to the various houses. William de Kyrkton 
submitted this draft for the criticism and reply of the abbot of 
Langdon, who by a legal fiction was supposed to be representing 
the abbot of Pr^montre, and he annexed to it a list of papers (No. 
13). On 10 March, 1311, the appeal was ratified by all the abbots 
who had not previonsly taken part in the business, and the process 
was launched at the Curia (No. 14). As time went on, however, 
some of the Order were apparently not entirely satisfied as to the 
position of hostility to Pr^montre definitely assumed by English 
abbots generally. How far the distrust went it is now impossible 
to say ; but a private letter was certainly sent by the abbots of 
Newhouse and Croxton to the other abbots of the Midland houses 
requesting them to convoke a meeting as secretly as possible to 
discuss the matter (No. 19). On 22 August, also, the same two 
abbots — who were, by the way, the Visitors of the province in the 
year 1311 — wrote fully to the same Midland abbots explaining the 
situation and advising a continuance of the appeal (No. 20). The 
English Premonstratensians were in a serious dilemma. Hence 
the only apparent and legitimate way out of it was to ask the Holy 
See to decide, and in this all agreed and guaranteed the necessary 
funds. They had acquainted the abbot of Pr^montr6 of their 
attitude and of their appeal. Some of the abbots, however, had 
not paid the sum at which they were taxed for the expenses of the 
appeal, or rather had not refunded promptly to the parties who 



hud advuuced the money for tranBDiissiun to Rome, eo an not to 
jeopardise their case by delay in the payment of fees. For this 
reason, as the Viaitora explain, it was necessary to make a new 
apportionment, and all are asked to meet their obligations punc- 
tually and without fail (pp. 3 1-5). It la added, by way of eii- 
conraging them to pay cheerfully, that the subsidy demanded by 
I'remontru' was really greater than the tax necessitated by the 
expenses of the appeal. The sum asked was in nioat cases il. lis. 
from each house ; but the costs were mounting up ; and already, in 
tJie one year, five demands had been made upon the abbeys, and 
the total had reached no less a sum than 320^., a very considerable 
amount in those days. 

Meanwhile, as far as appears, the Pr^montrS authorities abroad 
took no notice of the appeal to the Pope. General Chapter met 
in the autumn of 1811 and proceeded to declare the English 
abbots contumacious and rebellioua in withholding the payments 
previously made to the head house and sanctioned by Chapter. 
These dues, however, it may be remarked, were no longer apparently 
claimed as a right, but by 'ancient and approved' custom. The 
abbots of Langdon and St. Radegimd were charged by the Chapter 
under the severest censures to publish, during the solemnity of the 
Mass, the excommnnication pronounced by it against all the Knglii-h 
abbots. They wei-e to warn all the canons to have no dealings 
with the abbots whilst they remained under the sentence, and to 
declare to the abbots themselves that, under pain of deposition, 
they must personally appear at Pr6niontr6 to answer for their 
disobedience (No. 22), 

Abbot Adam tliis year, after celebrating the Premontrfi Chapter, 
went to Vienne, where a General Council — the same which sealed 
the doom of the Templars — had assembled on IG October. Thence 
on lU February, 1311—12, the abbot-general sent the KugUsh 
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abbots a reminder of his existence and of his determination to 
bring them back to a sense of their duty. He had been very kind 
to them, he says in this letter, and had granted them many pri- 
vileges in former days ; but now, as they were all under the sentence 
of excommunication passed upon them by general Chapter of the 
Order, he desired to recall all favours previously granted, and he 
ordered the abbot of Langdon to publish in his name this revoca- 
tion of privileges (No. 23). 

Abbot Adam, however, did not have it all his own way. Pope 
Clement V., to whom the English had appealed for protection, 
appointed Cardinal Peter Colonna to act for him as auditor, or 
judge. On 17 March, the cardinal, being then also at Vienne for 
the CouncD, after having listened to the proctors of the two parties, 
issued a prohibition to the abbot of Pr6montr6. By this document 
he was commanded not to do anything in the matter or to issue 
any sentence while the case was pending, and it condemned him 
to pay all costs and a further sum in compensation for damage in 
the event of his disregarding this peremptory admonition (No. 24). 
Even this, however, does not appear to have made the abbot pause 
in his endeavour to vindicate what he held to be the rights of the 
mother-house of the Order. On 14 April, 1312, his agents in 
England, the abbots of Langdon and St. Radeguud, again issued 
a notice of his excommunication against the recalcitrant English 
superiors, and further absolved all their subjects from obedience to 
them (No. 25). They again, according to their instructions, warned 
the canons generally to hold no converse or communication with 
any of their abbots so long as they remained under the sentence ; 
and they commanded the priors of the various houses to notify the 
orders of the abbot of Pr6montr6 to their respective superiors. 
This sentence was repeated on 30 April, to guard against any plea 
of ignorance (No. 26). 




It muat have been throughout & difficultand anxious position for 
the English abbots, although in point of fact it ia surprising how 
little appears to have come from the terrible threats and sentences, 
peremptory citations and judgments, not to name all the censures 
and excommunications which were flying about. Apparently, con- 
scious of the royal power and protection behind them, the abbots, 
having launched their appeal to the Pope, could afford to poasess 
their soula in patience and regard the fulminations of their Ibreign 
saperior as calculated merely to relieve his own feelings without 
hurting them, so long aa their case was pending. 

On 6 May, 1312, the English proctors wrote from Vienop, and 
their letter contained some cheering news. On the vigil of the 
Ascension one of ihem had presented to the abbot of PrfmontrC 
the formal document of prohibition, above referred to, which was 
issued by Cardinal Colonna against his ])roceeding further. Abbot 
Adam was much npset. In fact the proctors evidently took a little 
malicioua pleasure in reporting that ' he was made ao ill from grief 
and mortihcation at this unexpected result that he kept to hia room 
for five days and never left his house at all.' The English abbots, 
they add, need have no fear aa to the reault, ' Master William de 
Staping,' the proctor, will certainly gain the cause, provided that 
*id ahwuianter kalieal quod oportet' — which being interpreted 
means, if he be kept well sopplied with money. Already the 
abbot of Begham had obtained judgment against the abbot of 
Pr6montr6 for eighty golden fiorins, and in the general cause the 
English abbots would long ago have got absolution from the cen- 
sures pronounced against them from Prf-montre had they aaked for 
it. Finally there is no doubt, they say, as tbey are told frequently 
by the ofBcial, that the said Father Abbot will utterly fail to cany 
hia cause in the Curia, if Master William the proctor lives, and 
isto fight for the English. The said William, they add, has 
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gained a great reputation in the Curia and is looked upon as ' tbe 
very flower of the English nation ' (No. 27). 

Two days later, 8 May, the above-named William Staping, the 
agent at Vienne, writes more at length to William de Kyrkton, 
the general proctor in England of the English abbots. A great 
deal of money, he admits, had already been spent upon this appeal. 
The truth is that the proctors of Abbot Adam had promised great 
sums for the reversal of what had hitherto been obtained in the 
way of inhibition ; but they had failed. There was much still to 
be done to secure the position, and the agent William does not hope 
to be able to obtain a full absolution even ad cantelam before St. 
Michael's day. The fact is that new charges have been made against 
the English by the Pr6montr6 authorities, but the English canons 
may take it that in the end the abbot will * get a fall * if he proceed. 
Further funds, he says, are urgently needed, and he hopes they 
will be sent him before the autumn is past. There is a rumour that 
it is not unlikely that, in the General Council then being held, the 
abbot of Pr6montr6 will lose his exemption from episcopal control, 
unless he can obtain it again from the Pope and cardinals. To 
account in some way for the great delay, the agent points out that 
several of the necessary documents were badly drawn in a legal 
sense, and matters of importance were even left out altogether. 
This necessitated recalling them all and again drafting them 
correctly : all of which had taken time (No. 28). 

The final result at the Curia does not appear in the present 
collection of documents. Peace, however, was restored in some 
way between Pr^montr6 and the abbots of the English province. 
On 25 February, 1313-4, Abbot Adam wrote to his agent, the 
abbot of Langdon, that, as he understood the recalcitrant prelates 
were anxious to return to their obedience, he might absolve them 
fi-om the sentences pronounced against them (No. 31). This olive- 
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branch was apparently accepted, for a final agreement was arrived 
at in the general Chapter held in 1316. To end the dispute it was 
sanctioned that the English abbots, instead of undergoing yearly the 
danger and expense of a journey to Pr6montr6 for the Chapter, 
should be represented by the Visitors only and such others as might 
for some purpose be specially summoned. The abbot of Pr6montr6 
might indeed visit the English province yearly if he so desired ; but 
then only his bare personal expenses were to be defrayed by the 
houses. If he pleased he might depute Visitors to act for him every 
five years. Further, only necessary collections should be made from 
the English houses, and these only after they had been approved 
by the general Chapter and the amount to be charged had been 
approved by the Visitors. This practically ended the great case. 
The victory certainly lay with the English, and although some few 
of the papers in this collection seem to suggest that there were 
still slight difficulties at times, the principle had been settled once 
for all and in accordance with the English contention. The Sove- 
reign also evidently kept an eye upon the Order to see that his 
commands about not taking money out of the kingdom for the use 
of Pr6montr6 were attended to. So, too, in 1343 the king, who 
was then of course Edward III., hearing that the abbot of Pr6- 
montr6 was again trying to claim the payment of subsidies, fore- 
stalled him by a prohibition. He also ordered the sherifi* of 
Northumberland to see that none of the northern abbots paid the 
demands. 

Thus at the time of this very chapter in 1316, on 8 August, 
Edward II. gave his orders to Robert de Kendale, constable of 
Dover Castle, to be on the watch. He was to permit the abbots of 
Hagneby, Dereham, Langley, and Leyston, * of the Premonstra- 
tensian Order, to pass the sea from the port of Dover to attend 
their Chapter-general at Pr6montr6, provided that they carry with 
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them no money in tlie name of appoHum, ceusvn, or impoBial 
contrary to the late king's statutes.' The 'like in favour of 
"William, abbot of Langdon, and Brother William, sab-prior of 
Rarlings, of the same Order.' ^ 

It must here be noted that the accoant of these difficulties 
between the head house of Prfmonlre and the English abbots, 
which has been traditional in the Order, is somewhat different from 
the story we gather from the documents themselves. According 
to the historians of the Order, Hugo ' and others, the abbots of tie 
forty-three monasteries then existing in England, Ireland, and 
Scotland desired to break away from all obeilience to the mother- 
house. ' Isolated by nature and political tendencies,' as one 
writer says, they endeavoured to drop away from their obedience. 
'They made no protest or claim, and had no external quarrel, but 
they for a long time abstained from assisting at the general 
Chapter.' Abbot Adam recognised the grave danger, and by hia 
prudent management finally brought the Englith abbot.3 back to 
their diity. In view of the papers now for the first time printed 
in this collection, it wiU be necessary somewhat to modify the 
traditional account of the quarrel, as given by Hugo and others, 
and to realise that it was not the foresight of the abbot of Pr6- 
montrfi, but the logic of defeat, which brought about the concordat 
of 8 April, 1316, between Abbot Adam de Crficy and the English 
bonses. 

It lias been already suggested that the collection of early 
documents about the quarrel between Pr<?montr6 and England 
aa to the payment of subsidies and tallages was made by Bishop 
Redman, when, as Visitor and representative of the foreign superior 

> Oalendar of Clase Bolls, 10 Ed. 11. p. 437. 

■ Hugo, Sacri el Canonici Ord. Premonsl. Annalts. i. 27-39. Ct. also Tai^. 



in England, lie had to fiwe a threatened repetition of the previous 
Oifficulties. The papers were nndoubtetlly the best prece-denta to 
guide him in dealing with the matter, After many complaints that 
the demand he had made upon the Kngliah houses had not been 
attended to, Hubert, then abbot of Premontre, wrote a foi-mal pro- 
test in 1488 to Bishop lledman. He bade him collect at once 
what was due and forward it without delay. He threatened the 
superiors with penalties if they did not comply, in much the same 
way as Abbot Adam had done a hundred and fifty years before. He 
further suggested that if the actual cash could not be obtained the 
eqaivalent value should be sent in English merchandise, Almott 
any kind would be acceptable to them ubi'oad, he says, and especially 
if it took the form of good white cloth suitable for their habitj?, 
or a good and sure ambler, as a sure-footed horse, gentle and quiet 
in its paces, could rarely be found in those parts (No. 47). To 
this strong remonstrance Bishop Redman replied that he had done 
his best for I'remonire, and had contdved, sometimes by threats 
and sometimes by persuasion, to obtain what had been demanded. 
It was right howevei', he says, that the abbot of Pr^raontrij should 
■■ealise once for all that the English abbots do not in any way 
allow, and never have allowed, the justice of the claim. They 
allege a general and binding composition made with Abbot Adam 
de Crecy on the matter, as well as a Statute of the Healm, actually 
and in so many words, forbidding them to send money over the 
sea to a foreign superior under pain of treason and forfeitme of 
good^. The bishop, however, sent the abbot a copy of what tlie 
English houses had been wont to give, and he pixmiised to try to 
pi-ocure the white cloth and other thiaga the abbot wanted. Some 
clcFth, he adds, had been sent once before, but it had been captured 
by pirates (No. 48). 

Sufficient, however, and indeed more than sufficient, has been 
VOL. 1. Ij 
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said upon this matter, for after all, though important, the money 
difficulties form really only an episode in the story of the English 
Premonstratensians as revealed to us in the documents collected 
in these two Registers. There are to be found in Section II. a 
variety of papers dealing with the elections of Premonstratensian 
abbots. Though much is necessarily repeated in the various 
documents, they furnish the reader with many interesting details, 
and afford good instances of the care taken to provide fitting 
superiors. In Section III. the records of a great number of 
Chapters held in England in the fifteenth century are printed. 
These, curiously enough, were for some reason or other never 
celebrated in any house of the Order, but usually in the church 
attached to some friary. Such papers are useful, but not so 
important as they might have been had their acts been entered more 
fully and been possessed of a more legislative character. A good part 
of the discussions is taken up with the question of the dress of the 
canons, and it is perhaps not uninteresting to learn that these 
White canons had at one time adopted black habits in England, 
and had to be recalled to their original colour lest they should be 
confused with the Black, or Austin, canons (No. 77). The rochet 
also seems to have caused a good deal of difficulty at various times. 
Some obtained permission to wear it, and thus of course others 
wanted it, and so finally its use became general (No. 82). Towards 
the close of the century the celebration of Chapters became the 
occasions of a display, or ecclesiastical pageant, on the part of 
the Premonstratensians. On one occasion Bishop Redman writes 
round begging all the prelates to bring copes with them to the 
meeting, so that the procession might possess due solemnity. On 
another he asks all the abbots to bring their crosiers and other 
fordificalia^ as it was intended to make the procession at Notting- 
ham as goigeous as possible (No. 94). 



Anotlier important matter in the religious life itUiotrati-iI in 
Section rV. of this volume ia the visitatioa of the monasteries of 
the Order during Bishop Redman's time. Much more will appear 
in the second volume regarding the particular houses ; these papers 
mostly dealing with more general ma.tters in connection with the 
Visitor's official duties as ifach. It must in truth be confessed that 
there was a good deal to correct; but one thing certainly ap|>ears, 
and that is that the Visitor never shirked his duty in any way, 
and never condoned oftWnces without satisfactory, and indeed 
frequently severe, punishment of the guilty party. There is very 
little evidence, I fear, of any revival of studies or learning among 
these canons, or any great desii-e to attain to the higher ideals of 
the canonical rule of life. Still it is always unsafe to take the 
records of visitations, still more the injunctions made at the time, 
as complete evidence of the general tone. The very purpose of a 
visitation is to point out shortcomings and to insist upon reform, 
and whilst stress is necessarily laid in such documents upon failings, 
there is, on the other hand, no notice at all of much useful work or 
of good obsei-vance. In the accounts of these visitations we have 
many records of the journeys made by the Visitor, the rates of 
progress from place to place, and where he wos boused by the way. 
It is impossible not to be struck with the rapidity with which he 
frequently moved from one point to another. In relation to these 
and to the many elections recorded in tlie Register we have 
numerous lists of the canons of various houses, but these will find 
their place in the second volume; our knowledge of the names 
of the abbots is also greatly increased. A few inventories are 
preserved, none [wrhaps of any verj- great interest, and some 
English letters, whilst a great number of forms of citation and 
election, and drafts of addresses at the meetings of Chapters or by 
the Visitor presiding at a visitation or election, are scattered over 
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the Registers and will be found in the fidh section of this volame. 
On the whole, therefore, I fully believe that not only will these 
collections add materially to our knowledge about the English 
White canons, but they will be found not wholly devoid of interest 
even to those whose studies are not directed along these lines of 
historical inquiry. 

In No. Ill, in the last section, the compiler of the Register has 
collected together a good many beginnings of letters taken from 
the correspondence of Peter of Bloin, whilst No. 159 and No. 160 
are two letters also taken from the same source. The same 
reason, probably, which prompted Bishop Redman to copy them 
into his Register has induced me to print them in this volume ; 
they are both excellent examples of Peter of Blois' style and 
excellent in themselves. 

It remains for me to thank those who have materially lightened 
the somewhat heavy labour of preparing these papers for pub- 
lication. My friend and fellow-worker during many years, 
Mr. Edmund Bishop, has permitted me the free use of his 
transcripts and notes, whilst it is not too much to say that without 
the constant help of my colleague Dom H. N. Birt, both in the 
preparation of the material and in the correction of the proofs, 
this volume could hardly have been produced. 



ABBREVIATIONS. 



P. = Feck*8 transcript, now in the British Museum, Additional MS. 4934. 
A. = Bedroan*s Register, now in the Bodleian Library, Ashmole MS. 1519. 
Beg. Prem. = the references given by Peck to the Register copied by hinu 
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PART L GENERALIA. 

Section I. RELATIONS BETWEEN ' PREMONTRE AND 

THE ENGLISH HOUSES. 

1. Statute of Parliament 35 Edward I. against Payment of Tallies 1806. 

to Foreign Houses. ^ *^^- ^^• 

(This document is printed in the BotuH Pa/rUamenUyrum^ Lp, 217.) 



2. Letter of Excuse to Abbot of Pr£montr6. 28 July, 1810. 

Letter from the majority of the EngUah dbhotSf excusing 
themselves for not attending general Chapter, and for not 
paying tallies ; attention called to Act of Parliament inflict' 
ing penalties on those so doing, 

Reverendo in Christo patri et D. D. Ade, D. g. abbati Pre- p. fol. 28. 
monstratensi et Capitulo Generali, sui devoti et humiles fratres, ^S'^\^^' 
Thomas, Johannes, J., W., R., Rogerns, etc. de Welbek, de Croxton, 
de Barlyng, de S. Agatha, de Dala, de Bello Capite, de Hagneby, 
de Leyston, de Derforde, de Nubo, de Lavenden, Dei patientia, 
Eoclesiamm abbates, salutem, cum omni obedientia, reverentia 
debttis et honore. 

VOL. I. B 
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Gum nuper per nos, nos et ceteii confratres nostri abbates 
Anglie nostri Ordinis universi, ad instans Capitulom generale, ool- 
lectam Ordinis anni presentis, preteriti et futori solritnri. (sicut 
litere vestre super premissis in partibus anglicanis demandate 
cavere videntur) personaliter citati fuerimns ; et nos partes exteras 
adire, nee aliquam collectam solvere, propter inhibitionem illas- 
trissimi regis vobis factara, nuUatenus poterimus (prout, per 
Statutum snnm super hoc in Parliamento suo publico editam, cajaa 
copiam penes vos habetis, omnibus constare poterit evidenter) 
contra quam quidem inhibitionem, si quicquid fecerimus, sen fieri 
vel attemptari procuraverimus, exules et reipublice inimici repu- 
taremur ; sicut per venerabiles fratres nostros de Langedon et de 
Sulleby abbates, ad vos, vice nostra et omnium abbatum nostri 
Ordinis Anglie (S. Badegunde et Begham duntaxat exceptis) 
transmissos, hujus rei Veritas plenius poterit edoceri. 

Idcirco vestram patemitatem reverendam, prece sedula et 
devota, humiliter duximus deprecandam, quatenus absentie nofitre 
f. 28 b. et solutionis dicte tallie non facte cautam (quam || non voluntas nee 
contemptus facit, immo metus, qui in constantem cadere poasit) 
dignemini, si placet, favorabiliter habere excusatam ; ipsaqne apud 
vos justa pariter et sufBciens judicetur. 

Damns etiam dictis venerabilibus Fratribus nostris de Langedon 
et de Sulleby abbatibus, vice nostra et omnium abbatum noatri 
Ordinis Anglie (ipsis de S. Badegunde et de Begham, ut prefatnm 
est, exceptis) ad vos, pro nostra excusatione facienda directis, 
plenariam potestatem et speciale mandatum in dicto Capitulo 
generali, pro nobis et nostro Ordine Anglie universe, omnia et 
singula faciendi, que facere possemus et deberemus, si presentee 
essemus. 

In cujus rei testimonium, sigilla nostra, nomine nostro et 
omnium confratrum nostrorum nostri Ordinis Anglie abbatum 
(prediotis duobus exceptis) presentibua sunt appensa. 

Datum Lincolnie, die Jovis in Qrastiiio S. Metric Mngdalene, 

A.D. MCCCX. 
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S. Letters of Proxy to Chapter at Pr6inontr6. ^ ^^^T* ^'^^* 

Name$ of ahbott and houset in England. Abbott of 
Langdon and Sulby delegated to arrange about mattert 
concerning the collection of Subsidies^ <ic, 

Reverendissimo in Christo et D. D. Adam, Dei gratia, abbati p. foL27. 
Premonstrati et Capitulo generali, sui humiles et devoti Fratres J^f\ ^^"' 

1 s S 4 5 6 ' *' 

Thomas, Johannes, Johannes, Willielmus, Bichardus, Rogerus, 

7 8 9 10 11 13 

Walteras, Willielmns, Johannes, Willielmus, Alanus, Osbertas, 

IS 14 1 s s 

Willielmus et Willielmus, de Newhous, de Alnewick, de Welbek, 

4 5 6 7 8 

de Croxton, de Barling, de S. Agatha, de Hales, de Dala, de Bello 

9 10 11 IS 13 

Capite, de Hagneby, de Leyston, de Derford, de Neubo, de 

^* . . . 

Lavenden, Dei patientia, ecclesiarum abbates, salntem, cum omni 

reverentia, obedientia et honore. 

Ad tractandum, ordinandum, et componendum vobiscum super 
coUecte Ordinis solutione, in defensione privilegiorum nostrorum 
per nos in posterum (si vobis placuorit) facienda, venerabiles 
fratres nostros de Langedona et de Sulleby abbates, quos ad vos 
vice nostra et omnium nostri Ordinis Anglie abbatum (S. Badegunde 
et B^ham abbatibus duntaxat exceptis) destinatos, nostros veros 
et legitimes fiicimus, et ordinamus procuratores et constituimus 
etiam nnntios speciales ; dantes eisdem, nomine nostro et omnium 
predictorum abbatum, suflScientem et plenariam potestatem et 
mandatnm speciale tractandi, ordinandi, vobiscum componendi 
super predicte coUecte solutione et ipsam tangentibus ; ratum et 
firmum habentes, etiam pro nobis et successoribus nostris im- 
perpetunm habituri, quicquid in premissis iidem venerabiles fratres 
nostri de Langedona et de Sulleby abbates nomine nostro pre- 
dictorum omnium Anglie abbatum (prelatis duobus exceptis 
duntaxat) faciendum. Et hoc omnibus quorum interest notescinius 
per presentes. 
.; In cujus Toi testimonium, sigilla nostra, nomine nostro ac (-^^b, 

B 2 
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omnium confratrum nostrornm nostri Ordinis Anglie abbainm 
(predictis duobas exceptis) presentibns snnt appensa. 

Datum Lincolnie die Jovis iu crastino S. Marie Magdalene, 
anno Domini MOCGX. 

1810. 4. Decree of Abbot of Prftnontr6 against Sngliih Abbott for net 

paying Subiidies. 

In order to protect the rights of his Order, as the English 
abbots have neglected to obey in nuUter of Subsidies^ and as 
he does not accept their excuses^ orders them again, under 
extreme spiritual penalties, to send or bring the fixed sum 
toithin fifteen days after Easter next, dc. 

P. fol. 39. Cum no6, deliberatione prehabita diligenti in nostro generali 

|^\**^"* Capitulo, ordinavimus, pro defensione et tuitione libertatum et 

immunitatnm et jnrinm nostri Ordinis, contribntiones et snbven- 
tiones faciendas a singulis abbatibus et prelatis nostri Ordinis, 
quas tenebantur solvere (quia imponebantnr sub penis in statutis 
contentis) in Capitulo generali collectoribus sen receptoribos ad 
hoc deputatis : 

Abbates nostri Ordinis regni Anglie citati, requisiti, et com- 
petenter ut dictas contribntiones sen snbventiones sibi impoeitas 
Bolverent seu satisfiEM^erent de eisdem, et satisfacere sen solvere 
neglexerint, et adhuc contumaciter negligimt, in defectn et con- 
tumacia perseverantes ; quod cedit in jacturam et detrimentnm 
libertatum, immunitatum et jnrinm predictorum : 

quia sub dissimulatione transire non possumus nee debemus, 
cum nuUas defensiones seu excnsationes snfBcienter proposnerint, 
quare premissa facere minime teneantur : 

hinc est quod nos, anctoritate Capituli generalis, ad eorum 
malitiam convincendam, omnee et singulos abbates nostri Ordinis 
predicti regni Anglie iterate commonemus (sub penis in privilegiiB 
et statutis contentis, et sub pena excommunicationis qtuim ex nime, 
proui ex tuncj in hiis scriptis, in ipsos et in qnemlibet ipeonun 
ferimus, nisi monitioni pariant cum effectu) ut ipsi omnes et 
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singali abbafces dicti regni, nofltri dicti Ordinis, dictas contribu- 
tioiies seu subventiones sibi impositas, pro tempore preterito in 
qoibus defecerunt, apud Premonstratum aSeraiit, vel traiismittanl;, 
vel afferri faciant seu assigneot priori sen anppriori dicti loci, 
quo8 ad hoc (et quemlibet ipsorum) depatavimus, infra quin- 
denam post Pascba || proxime venturam ; alioqui, nos contra ipsos 1. 39 b. 
et quemlibet ipsorum, ad peoas acrioree, prout juBtum fuerit, 
procedemaa. Citantea ipaos et quemlibet ipsoram nominatim, 
auctoritate dicti Capituli, peremptorio uno edicto pro omnibuB 
et ex causa, ut ipsi ad Capitulum generale proximnm compareaiit 
personaliter, nobis, super taota iiiobedientia reeponsari, et super 
premissis et eadem tangentibua. prout justum fuerit, processuri, 
et ordinationem nostri Capituli audituri. Precipientea de Lange- 
dona et de Salleby abbatibua biis preeentibua, sub pena ex- 
communication is late sententie, ut ipsi predictas executionein 
et citatiooem infm Nativitatem Domini ad omnes et singulos 
predict! regni, nostri Ordinis obbates, portent seu portari faciant. 
Datum ut infra. 

S. Mandate from Abbot of Premontre to Abbots of Langdon and 1310. 
Bolby, concerning unpaid Bubaidiet. 

ErtfflUk abboti having failed lo send cuilomari/ Stibndiei, 
proceal hat been entered against them by general Chapter, 
which the abbott of Lang don and Sulbij are to publish. 

Adam, Dei patieutia, Premonatrati abbas, veoerabilibus et dilec- p. tol. 39 b. 
I tia in Cbristo Fratribua de Laugedona et de Sulleby nbbatibus, {^/v™™' 
salntem et ainceram in Domino caritatem. 

Cum, a temporibus retroactis, abbate« Anglie talliaa sibi et 
ia ecclesiiH impositae solvere non curaverint; et aliquem pro- 
cesaam, pro eorum contumacia et iiiobedientia, in noetro Capitulo 
. generali feceriinns per yoa eia omnibus divulgandum ; 

vobis firniiter et districte precipiendo mandamus, quateuus ad 
, certoa diem et locum (quos expediri videritis), abbates Auglie 
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omnes et singnlos citetis et oonvocetis, aactoritate nostra, ordina- 
tionem et processam nostri Capituli generalis vobis directos eiadem 
ostensuri, proposituri, et nlterios in omnibus facturi, pro nostri 
Ordinia libertate, omnia qne ipsnm n^otiam predictum exigit et 
requirit: contradictores et rebelles per censoram eoclesiasticam 
compescentes. 

Datum Premonstrati, a.d. mcccx, sedente nostro Capitnlo 
generali. 

II Oet. 1810. 6. Kandate from Abbots of Langdon and Solby to the Abbot of 

Vewbo to summon certain abbots in order to arrange about 
payment of Subsidies. 

A$ delegates of their brethren they did their Htmo$t at 
recent general Chapter, but without auccen ; receiving, on the 
contrary, a mandate from abbot of Pr&montri, whereby they 
have to summon certain English abbots to appear before them 
at Lincoln on 1 Dec, next, for the purpose of coming to some 
arrangement about the pa/yment of Subsidies, and to proceed 
with severity against absentees. They warn the abbots of 
Beauchief and Talley that they must then produce their quota 
toivarde the delegates* expenses incurred in attending general 
Chapter, under pain of censure. 

P. £ol. 80. Willielmus et Henricus de Langedona et de Salleby, Dei 

i^ b?*™* patientia, ecclesiarum abbates, venerabili et dilecto in Christo 

Fratri abbati de Neubo, salutem et sinceram in Domino caritatem. 
Licet nnper, de assensu et volantate omnium abbatum nostri 
Ordinis Anglie (duobus tantummodo exceptis) in Capitulum 
generale proximum preteritum, tanquam nuncii speciales et excul- 
catores legitime destinati fuerimus, fecerimusque in ipso Capitulo, 
juxta nostram possibilitatem, omnia et singula que a dictis confra- 
tribus recepimus in mandatis, et in hiis effectum optatum nulla- 
tenus habuerimus ut vellemus ; set mandata diversa a Domino Pre- 
monstrati et Capitulo generali receperimus, quorum tenores in 
qnadam cedula presentibus annexa vobis duximns transmittendnm: 
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idclrco, ipsorum auctoritate, vohis firmiter et districte mandamu?, 
quatenna omnea et ^iDguloB prdatos circarie meditine noatri Ordiois 
citetis sea citari facialis pi-remptorie, ac etiam Capitola cojuslibct 
eccleeie circarie predicte ; quod abbates supradicti peraonaliter, et 
capitala per procurator em unum ydoneum et sufGcienter instructum, 
coram nobis compareant, in ecclesia Fratrum Saccorum Lincolnie, 
die Martis iti crastino B. Andree apostoH proxime yenturo, omni 
excnsatione et impedimentiti poatpositi^, mnndata eis denunciauda 
et prom 111 ganda nobis injuncta plenarie audituri, et super eisdem 
pro communi Ordinis utilitate tractoturi, fiiialiter ordiiiaturi, 
nltoriusque facturi in omnibus pre || misisis et singuUii' quod ipsa I 
mandata fxigunt et requinint ; denunciuntea omnibus, quod 
contra absentee acriori modo quo valemns, per censuram eccle^ias- 
ticam, procedere nallatenus omitt«mus. 

Et quod in premissid feceritia, nos dictis die et loco distincte 
et aperte certiSceti^j, per literas vestras patentee, barum seriem 
continentea. 

Vos et Capitulum nibilominua citamna, qnod vos personaliter, 
et dictum Capitulum vestrum per procuratorem ydoneum compare- 
atia, die et loco prenotato, coram nobia ; facturi per omnia qne 
Buperiua contineri videntur. 

Demandantes omnibus et singulis copiam cedule presentibua 
annexe, seu eandem, cum literid veatris et super ipsius intellectu ; 
[nt] aniverai, quos presens negotium tangero dinoacitur, delibera- 
tionem competentem vnleant optiuere, et in ipsius processu effica- 
cius et commodiua rt^apondere, die et loco aupradictia. 

Monentes de Bello Capite et de Tallehu abbates, ut ipsi nobis 
ad dictum diem de expensis nostris, pro rata portionia aua, eis 
impositis, pro itinera nostro versus Capitulum generale, satisfacere 
non omittant. Alioqui procedemua contra eoa viriliter per cen- 
suram ecclesias ticam, secundum quod dictaverit ordo juria. 

Datum apud Langedonam, die S. Luce eyongeliste, anno 
Domini acccx. 



8 COLLECTANEA AXGLO-PREMONSTRATEXSIA 

JTOT. 1810. 7. Citation of certain Abbots by the Abbot of Vewbo, to attend a 

general Chapter at Idnooln. 

William^ abbot of Neivbo, in compliance ivith mandate of 
abbots ofLangdon and Sulby^ citea abbots of Newhouse^ Bar- 
lings, Welbeck, Dale, Beauchief Tupholme, and Hagneby to 
attend a general Chapter ; and he warns abbot of Beauchief 
to produce his quota of the expenses incurred by abbots of 
Lang don and Sulhy, 

P. foL 30 b. Venerabilibus in Christo Fratribus, Dominis de Neahous, de 

UUhT^' Barlyngs, de Welbek, de Dale, de Bello Capite, de Tupholm, et 

de Hagneby, Dei gratia abbatibus ; Frater Willielmns, ejusdem 

patientia abbas de Neubon, salutem et sinceram in Domino cari- 

tatem. 

Mandatum venerabilium FF. DD. de Langedona et de Sulleby, 
D. g. abbatnm, recepimus in hec verba : [Turn reeitat (vide No. 6), 
et progreditwr] 

Hujos igitur auctoritate mandati nobis directi, vos omnes et 
singulos abbates et capitula vestra peremptorie citamns, quod vos 
prelati personaliter, et capitula per procuratores ydoneos et snffi- 
cienter instmctos, coram predictis DD. de Langedona et Snileby 
abbatibus, dictis die et loco, ut premittitur, compareatis. 

Monemus insuper vos abbatem de Bello Capite, ot dictis abba- 
tibus de Langedona et de Sulleby, de expensis suis, vobis et 
ecclesie vestro nuper impositis, dictis die et loco satisfacere com- 
petenter non omittatis. 

Datum apud Neubon, die Martis proximo post festum Omnium 
SS., anno Domini supradicto. 
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8. Xin^ Bdward II. protubiti the levyini: of a Sabsidy by the AbboU lo Rot. isio. 
of Lanifdon and Snlby. 

Eihenrd I., knowing fhil inqiosU were e^aelfd of religioui 
hou»e» in Enghwd by tluif foreign luperiors contrary to the 
with nf their founders, enacted in Parliament in the thirtieth 
year of Am reign that no luperior in England thould in any 
wite raite tueh Subiidiet. Mdward 11. renewi prohibition 
ujider like penaltiea. BerwtcJi-on-Twced, 10 liovemher, IBIO, 

Ilex, dili^ctis aibi in Christo abbatibus de Sulleby et de Lange- P. (ol. aa. 
dona, vet eonim alteri, salutom, J y^\ '*"*' 

Cum Celebris memorie D. EdwarduB, quondam rex Anglie, 
pater noater, in Parliamento suo apud Westmonasteriuin anno 

regiii sui xxs. considerana quod monastcriis, prioratibua, et aliis 
religiosia doniibua et locis in regno et in ceteria terria douiinio suo 
subjectis conatitatie, contra voluntatem fundatorum monaaterioriim, 
prioratuum, domorum et iocorum eorundem, diverse et graves 
impositiones ac tallagia iaaolita per eorum superiorea, abbatea, 
prioree, magiatros, et cugtodifs domomm religioaarum alienigenas 
plures itnponebantur ; voleusque aimiliter gmvaminibus bujusmodi 
remediutn congruwm adhibere; 

de conailio comitum, baronum, magnatum, procernm et 
nliornm nobiliurn ac regni sui comitatuum ordinaverit et statuerit. 

ne quia abbas, prior, magiater, ciiatos, seu qaivia alius religiosua 
cujuBcunqoe conditionis seu status aut religionis exiaterit sub 
potestate et ditione sua coostitutus, censum aliquem per superiores 
8uoa abbatea, priorea, magiatroa, cuatodes domorum religiosaram 
vel Iocorum impositum, vel inter seipsos aliqaaliter ordtnatum, 
extra regnum et dominium suum sub nomine reditus, tallagii, 
apporti, seu impositionia cujuscDuque, vel alias nomine escambii, 
venditionis, mutui, vel alteri ua contractus, quocunque nomine 
cenaeretur, per se vel alioa deferret vel transmitteret, seu deferri 
faceret quoquomodo. 

Nos, ordinationem et Statutura predictum inviolabiUter obaer- 
vari, et graraminibus et oppreasionibns predictia obviare volent^a ; 
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f. 82 b. Vobis proliibemus, firmiter injungendo, ue impositi || ones, cen- 
sus, apporta sen tallagia aliqua ab aliqoibus abbatibus, prioribus, 
magistris, cnstodibos domornm religiosaram, sen religiosis aliis de 
regno nostro, ad opns alicojus vel aliqaomm religiofiomm partium 
transmarinamm, vel quoramcunqne aliornm, sab colore aliquo, 
ezigatis; nee ipsis, ex causa ilia, citationes aliquas facere, vel 
contra ipsos sententias aliquas folminetis, ant gravamina aliqua 
inferatis eisdem; seu quicquam contra formam Statuti predicti 
attemptare aliqaaliter presumatis : scientes, quod si secus feceritis, 
ad vos, tanquam ad Statuti predicti violatores mandatorumque 
nostrorum contemptores, graviter capiemus. 

Teste meipso, apud Berewycom super Tuetam, x. die Novembris, 
anno iiij. regni nostri. 

1 Dm. isio. 9. Citation of Abbots and Cionvents of England on ocoaiion of the 

foregoing Subsidy. 

At Lincoln, the abbots^ weighing the fact that they are 
not bound by right, but only by charity, to contribute Subsidy 
to Primontri, and being constrained by royal inhibition from 
doing so, unanimously resolved to ttnthstand the claims of the 
abbot of Pr&montri as onerous and injurious, and record 
their protest in writing to the following effect : Edtoard I, 
enacted that Subsidies were not to be paid abroad^ Notwith- 
standing such Act, known to the abbot of Primontri, he 
impx>sed heavy Subsidies, under censure for refusals They, 
therefore, fearing prejudice to their houses, and desiring to 
safeguard their interests from foreign exactions and them- 
selves from excommunication and punishment, appeal to the 
Holy See, Later, the above and others in the friary church 
at Lincoln, after Letters Patent of the king to the abbots of 
Langdon and Sulby, following the protest and citation^ an- 
nounced the same to the said abbots in due form. 

P. foL83. In Dei nomine, Amen. Anno ejusdem Mcccx., indictione 

IrVlbO ™' iiona, mensis Decembris intrantis die prima; pontificatus sanc- 

tissimi patris et D. D. Clementis, Divina providentia, Pape Y. anno 
vi. congregati personaliter apod Lincolnianr in hospitio religiosi 
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Tiri D. abbatis de Revosby, iii teatituoDiorum,' viz, magistrorQm 
Thome de Bittrynge et Willielmi de EJynstow, ac fratrum WiUietrai 
de Bolleaorer et Robert! de Hoderham, de Weibek et de Bello 
Capita canomcomm, et mei notarii Biibscripti presentia; 

Religiosi viri DD. de Neuhus, de Croxton, de Weibek, de Hales, 
de Dala, de Bello Capite, de Tupholm, de Neabo, de Hagneby, de 
Tisfelde, de Tallaa, de Derham, de Langelee, de Byley, de Alne- 
wyk, de Weiilynge, de S. Agatha, de Alba-Landa, de Egleaton, 
monaste riorum abbates, Ordinis I'remonstratensis : ac de Barlyngs, 
de Lavenden, de Torre, de Derford, de Leyston, de Cokyrsannd, de 
Heppe, et de Coverhain monaate riorum abbates, Onlinis predict! ; 
ac etiam capitnta omDiam monasteriorum predictonim, per pro- 
curatorea literatorie constitutoa : 

Ponderantes et animadrertentes, nt dicobant, alicgao jure se 
non esse hactemis astrictos, et nisi ex liberalitate eorundem, et 
ex causa legitinia ac per eoadt-m approbata, ad aliqiiam contribu- 
tionem faciendam Domino Ade Preinoastmti abbati ; et maxime 
obstante qoodam Statute Domini Edwardi quondam regis Anglie 
illustria, super hoc in contr&rium edito : 

de nnanimi volnntate eorundem abbntum et procuratorum, 
expreese consenserunt de resistendo et obviando abbati Premon- 
II stratensi predicto, eo quod Idem abbas primum tallagia seu (, 38 b. 
impoeitionea graves et graTi&simas ei^em nbbatibus, capitulis et 
monasteriis predictia imposuit, ut dicebant, et impooere nititur in 
present! ; 

quasdam protestationem et provocationem in scrtptia redactis, 
nomine auo et quolibet eomndem, ac pro eis et eorum quolibet, ac 
ettam capitulis auis et monasteriis, ac rebus et bonis sibi, capitulis 
et monasteriis suis spectantibus ; nocnon pro omnibus eis ad- 
herentibus et adherere volentibus ; 

per dictum abbatera de S. Agatha (quem dicti abbates et pro- 
curatores nomine dominorum euorum et boo conetituerunt sne 



' So in Peek'* tmnscrlpt : read Ualiu 
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vocis organnm) interposaenmt pnblice in scriptis, sob hac forma 
verborum : 

In Dei nomine, Amen. Nos de Nenhons, etc. monasteriomm, 
abbates, Ordinis Premonstratensis ; ac nos venerabilium virorum 
de Barlyngs, etc., monasteriorum abbatam, ejusdem Ordinis; necnon 
capitulornm omnium et monasteriorum predictorum [procnratores] ; 
mandatis, monitionibns canonicis venerabilis patris Ade, miseratdone 
Divina, abbatis Premonstrati, jnxta canonicas sanctiones et rega- 
laria instituta (prout artati sumus) velle reverenter in omnibus 
obedire : 

Ceterum Celebris memorie Dominns Edwardns dim rex Anglie 
illnstris, certa consideratione motus, de unanimi comitum, baronnm, 
et aliorum procernm et comitatuum regni sni consensu, in sue 
Parliamento dudum statutum, et pro Statute firmiter edidit 
obserrandum ; Tie quis abbas, etc. [Turn rediat^ tU supra (rirfe No. 
8), et progredilur'] 

Non obstante Statute predicto (de quo dicto domino abbati et 
suis commissariis ad plenum innotuit; ad cujus observationem 
sub gravibus penis sumus vehementer astricti) venerabilis pater 
abbas Premonstrati predictus (penas et jacturas monasteriorum 
f. 34. nostrorum || quan ex Statute predicto de facili incurrere poterimus, 
non considerans vel attendens) tallagia seu impositiones graves 
(consensu prelatorum dicti Ordinis, maxime abbatum regni Anglie, 
et ordine vel solemnitate que in hac parte requiruntur penitus 
pretermissis ; absque causa rationabili quacunque) ; nobis et 
monasteriis nimis voluntarie imposuit de seipso, sicut dicitur; 
et de iisdem tallagiis seu impositionibns levando nobis et monas- 
teriis nostris, multipliciter comminatur; 

Nos igitur abbates predicti, metuentes ex impositione predicta, 
ac comminationibus abbatis prefati et aliis verisimilibus causis et 
probabilibus conjecturis, dictis monasteriis nostris et nobis pre- 
judicium possit generare in fnturum ; 

volentesque ob hoc monasteriorum nostrorum capitulornm et 
conventunm predictorum indempnitati proridere : ne dictus D. 
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abbas Premoustrati, vel Capitulum (quod pretendtt) generale, aut 
qaivis commisBarius seu cximmiseani ab eisdem vel altero ipHnram 
deputatus vel deputati aiictoritate, mandato, eeu precepts, \iw vel 
nomine ipsius abbatia Premoustrati vel Oapituli generalia pre- 
dict!, in prejudiciumvel gravamen personarum noetranim et status 
nostri, seu cujuavis nostrum, aut monaateriorum predictoruiii, 
quioquid de cetero faciat aut faclant, atteniptet vel at.teiiipt«nt, 
faciat aut faciant alitjualiter attetnptari, mm abbates predictoa, 
Tel qnoscunque alios nobis in hac parte adhereates sen adlierere 
volentes hac occasione, ab adminiatratione nostra ammovendo, 
deponendo, sen alios puniendo, auspendendo, excommunicando, 
intcirdicendo seat«ntiam aliquam SDBpenBionie, excommnoicalionie, 
interdicti. aut depositionis, vel alteriasmodi lej^endo, publicando, 
denanciando, demandando, legi, pnblicari, vel denunciari facieiido, 
citan II do, seqnestrando, sen quoviB alio modo gravando ; | 

Sacrosanctam Sedem Apostolicam pro nobie et monoateriiB 
noBtris predictis, au nobis adherent ibug et adlierere volentibua, 
provocamns et appellamus in his scriptia et Apoetoloa petimoa, 
qnatenns ad hoc de jure anmuB artati : 

proteetantes noe velle in erento legitimi f^ntvamioiB iterato 
appellare et Apostolos instonter p^ere cam effectn ; 

prote8taate« etiam noe lataa provocationem et appellattonem 
Telle, sob hac forma sea competentiori, cuilibet cni iotcrerit 
notiScare, innorare, corrigero, et emeodare, easque prcMeqai cum 
dfecta pro loco «t tempore oportonis. 

Ac paoki poetea eadem die iidem abbatee et procnrstores pre- 
dicti, in teetiiooiiiamm ' predictGrani ac D. Rogeri de Hwytatusved 
eipdIaoL Walteri de Benyngtoa clerici, rt met ticrtarii infraaeripli 
!■!■ iilia, in Dotno fratmm Saccorain IjinculDie, viz. in dioro 
ecdene me, coram leligioata riria DD. de L«Df[«loa» et de Knlleby 
aUirtibBa, PmiMn«tnleD»a Ordink, ooiuiUtati, 

poit qnoddam Bnre regiom, predictia abbetiboa de Uwgvdotu 
et de Sobebr directnm, et ibiden per qiwdew •■ parte n|^ 

' 80 ia Peck' uaMcdfl : Ra4 UtUmm. 
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Undated: 10. Appeal to Holy See against Adam, Abbot of Primontri, and hii 

Chapter eonoerning Subsidy, by Soger Heverbarg, Proctor of 
Abbot and Convent of Begham. 

Though the Canom forbid biMhops to burthen iubjeete with 
exactiofiBt yet ahbot of Primontri hoe levied a heavy Subeidy 
on the English houMes of the Order, without reasonable cause 
or Apostolic authority, and has issued sentence of exeommu- 
nication against those presuming to withstand Mm ; alleging 
defence of rights of the Order, dc. Appellants reject this as 
frivolous and untrue ; hence appeal to Holy See, 

P. foL 41. In Dei nomine, Amen. Coram vobis maffistro Johanne 

ffoo.) ' notario publico, propono ego Rogerus de Heverberg, clericus, 

procurator religiosorum virorum abbatis et conventus monasterii 
de Begham, Ordinis Premonstratensis, Cicestrie diocesis; quod, 

licet in canone caveatur expresse, ne subditos suos taliiis et 
exactionibuB episcopi (neque, per consequens, ceteri inferiores 
prelati) gravare presument; presertim absque manifesta et 
rationabili causa, et Sum mo Pontifice inconsulto (cujus interest 
omnibus utilibus providere), et etiam dicat Apostolus, non debent 
filii thesaurizare pwrentUnis^ sed parentes filiis ^ ; quare multum longe 
a patema pietate videtur, si prepositi subditis suis graves existant, 
quos in cunctis necessitatibus pastores deberent more [patemo] 
fovere, canone referente : 

Tamen reverendissimus pater, pater abbas Premonstrati, 
propria et quorundam ductus impudentia, omnibus et singulis 
subditis suis, abbatibus, Ordinis Premonstratonsis, regni Anglie (e 
quibus dominus abbas de Begham numeratur) in eorum- bonis 
(que sibi et pauperibus deputantur) tallias seu collectas, et valde 
graves, et sine omni manifesta et rationabili causa, et absque Sedis 
Apostolica) auctoritate, sibi applicandas, pro sua voluntate, 
imponere et exigere jam presumpsit ; in eos omnes et singulos, 
qui in solutione illicite exactionis hujusmodi statute termino 
deficerent, ut ejus verbis utar, ex nunc et ex tunc excommvnicationis 

' 2 Cor. xii. U. 
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sentenlias promuhjando ; ipsoa nihilominu s, per de Langedona et de 
Sulleby monaateriorum abbates, ejusdem Ordinia, Cantuarie et 
Lincolnie dior«ais (quoa super Iioc esecutorea depataverat) 
peremptorie evocondo. qnod in proximo Capitulo personaliter com- 
parerent, || aibi super hoc responsuri et juri parituri. f. 41 b. 

At vero, ad tante presumptioaia audaciam palliandum, pre- 
tendit ae pro defeasione et tuitione libertatiiin, immunitatum, et 
juriam aui Ordinis, hoc egisae; et quod cjua predecessores, patrea 
abbat«s Pi-emon strati qui fuerint pro tempore, talliaa et coUectas 
liiijusmodi in auo Capitnlo general! per eos indictaa, in diotoa 
abbates et eorum predecessores veluti sibi siibditos, conaueverant 
nonnuDqaam, \ito sue voluntatis arbitrio, ezercere ; quod aibi ad 
excusationem aliquani nee sufficere nee perficere debet. 

Tamen, quia causa impositioiiis bujusmodi (quam sub colore 
defeDsionis predictorum pretendit) non nititur veritate, eodem 
qaidem patre in presentiarum,' super illo, nt in re communi 
ipsins Ordinia. a quoquam nullatenua inipetito (tnm propter 
rattouea premissas, turn quod bujuamodi predecessorum suoruni 
insolentiam, que per privatam consoetudiuem, que potius coniptela 
dicenda eat, palliatur) cum gravamen eccieaiia inducere dinoacatur, 
eat frivola merito reputanda, nee eidem patri jus aliquod prestat 
talia exercendt, cum in illo magis practibilia ait offenaa, per quo3 ad 
ezcuaandas escusationea in culpis delinquendi auctoritas usurpatur, 

Unde ego procurator ant«dictus, ex hiia et eorum quolibet, 
per predictum patreni, pref'atos dominos meoa, et ipsorura nomine, 
indebite me pergravari ab eodem parente, et ab otnni inde processn 
habito, eorondem dominorum meorum et omnium aibi in hac parte 
adherentium et adberere voleiitium nomine, infra deeem dies 
postquam hec ad meam pervenerunt notitiam, Sedem ApostoHcam 
in hiis scriptis appello et Apoatolos a vobis iiotarie cum inatantia 
Tnihi, ut juri aatisfaciam, dari peto : atatum dtctorum dominorum 
meorum et sibi adherentium et adberere volentinm, res et posses- 
aiones suas, Sedia Apostolice protectioni subjiciens sacrosancte. 
' So in Feck's loDscript. 

VOL. I. 
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20 Jan. 11. Complaint of Abbots and Convents of England on occasion of 

aforesaid Subsidies. 

On 20 Jantiary^ 1810-11, certain abbots, named, met in the 
ahbot of Barling's room, called the New Chamber, and 
received two letters from the abbot of Primxmtri, whose seals 
are minutely described. They demanded copies from the 
presenter, the abbot of Langdon, Petition granted. 

P. fol. 36. In Dei nomine, Amen. Anno quidem ab Incamatione 

ff?!.) '*™ secundum cursum ecclesie Anglicane MCCC. [«tc] mensis Januarii 
die XX. constitutus personaliter religiosus vir F. Willielmus (qui 
se dixit abbatem de Langedona) in quadam camera abbatis de 
Barlyng que vocatur Nova Camera, in presentia religiosorum 
virorum de Neuhous, de Welbek, de Croxton, de BarJyng, de 
Tupholm, abbatum Ordinis Premonstratensis, ac mei, notarii 
publici infrascripti, et aliorum testium subscriptorum ; 

quandam literam, sibi et abbati de SuUeby, ejusdem Ordinis, 
per dominum abbatem Premonstrati et Capitulura ejusdem Ordinis 
generale, ut asseruit, directam ; primo : 

ac postmodum, aliam literam sibi et dicto abbati de SuUeby, 
per eundeni D. abbatem Premonstrati, ut asseruit, directam ; 

supradictis de Neuhous, et ceteris abbatibus, ex parte dictorum 
abbatis Premonstratensis et Capituli generalis, presentavit et 
exhibuit. 

Que quidem prima litera signata fuit quodam sigillo rotundo, 
et cera viridi ; et sedebat in medio sigilli, quasi in cathedra, 
quedam ymago ad similitudinem cujusdam episcopi, habens manum 
dextram elevatam, quasi ad benedicendum ;. et in manu sinistra 
tenebat baculum pastorale ; et scripta erant hec duo verba 
SANCTU3 . AUGUSTINUS . ex utroque latere ymagin is, quasi in 
medio dicti sigilli, viz. ex dextero . sanctus . et [a] sinistro AUGUS- 
TiNUS • CujuB sigilli circumferentia talis est, siGiLLUM • abbatum • 

PREMONSTRATENSIS . CAPITULI. 

Et alia litera signata fait qaodam sigillo longo et cera viridi j 
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et eedebat in medio aigilU, quasi in cathedra, qnedam ymago ad 
BimilitudiiieiD abbatia, habena in inanu dextera baculum pastorale, 
et in manu sinistra queniadmodum ' Librum ante pectus snam. 
Cujas sigilli circumferentia talis eat, hiuillum . abbatis . premos- 
STRATENSIS. 

Quibus vera Uteris sic presentatis et exhibitis, constitutus i. 36 b. 
personaliter (coram sepedicto abbate de Langdona; sab anno, 
mense, die et loco supradictia, in mei notarii public! infrascripti, 
et testimoniorum ^ Bubacriptorum presentia) Fr. Wiliielmus de 
Kyrkton, canonicus de Barling, Ordinia supradicti, ac procurator 
supradictorum religiosonim virorum de Neubous et ceterornm 
abbatnm (de cujua procuratorio mihi notario infrascripto conatabat 
ad plenum). 

C'opias predictiirum literarum incontLnenti,ab eodem abbate de 
Langedona, petiit cum effectu. 

Et idem abbaa de Langedona predictaa literas ad traiiscribendum 
et copiandum Fr. Willieimo tiadidit. Qui, mihi notario infra- 
scripto Sacramento preatito, coram t^stibns Bubacriptis. injiinxit et 
rogavit, ut ipsas easdem litenis adinitterem, viderem, legerem, 
palparem, examinarem, et de eisdem lidolem collatiooem Tacerem, 
et ipsas in forma publica redigerem. 

Cujua vero prime Utere tenor talis est. Cum no», eUlibaratvyiio 
jirekahitii diligenti [at sujyra, No. 4]. 

Item tenor alterius Utere talis eat. Adam Dei palientta, &c, 
["( s"i-j-«. No. 5]. 
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81 Jan. 12. Froonratorial Letters to William Kyrkton, Bobert Spalding, and 

1310-11. Sobert Botherham to proeecute the appeal against Sabiidietin 

the Boman Curia and elsewhere. 

Certain abboU, meeting in dbhot. of Barling^ $ chamber^ 
appointed the above-named canons as their procurators, 
giving them full powers to act or get others to act in their 
name in the matter under depute : engaging to abide by the 
result, and to meet the necessary expenses on the security of 
tlieir possessions. 

P. foL87. Ill 1^61 nomine, Amen. Anno ejasdem ab Incamatione 

?ikh\^^ secundum cnrsnm ecclesie Anglicane, mcccx., indictione ix., 
mensis Januarii die xxi.^ viz. xu. Eal. Feb., in mei notarii pnblici 
infrascripti et testimoniorum ^ presentia, constituti personaliter 
religiosi viri de Neuhous, de Welbek, de Croxton, de Barlyngs, 
de Thupholm abbates regni Anglie, Ordinis Premonstratensis, in 
camera ipsius D. abbatis de Barlyngs : 

constituerunt, ordinavernnt, et fecerunt, et quilibet pro se con- 
stituit, ordinavit et fecit dilectos sibi in Christo fratres Willielmum 
de Eyrkton, canonicum de Barlyng, presentem, et mandatum in 
se suscipientem ; Robertum de Spaldyng, canonicum de Croxton, 
et Robertum de Roderham, canonicum de Beuchefe, Ordinis 
Premonstratensis, licet absentes, suos veros et legitimes procura- 
tores, et quemlibet eorum in solidum; ita quod non sit melior 
conditio occupantium, set quod per unum eorum inceptum fuerit, 
alius possit prosequi et finire : 

Dantes et concedentes eisdem et cuilibet eorum plenam, 
liberam, ac specialem potestatem, nomine eorum, et conventuum 
eorundem monasteriorum suorum, et ecclesiarum quarumcunque 
sibi iilialiter subjectarum, provocandi et appellandi, provocatioues 
et appellationes prosequendi, quodlibet genus sacrament! in animas 
suas et eorum cujuslibet prestandi, status sui et cujuslibet eorum, 
et monasteriorum suorum, ac ecclesiarum sibi qualitercunque 
filialiter subjectarum, reformationem in integramque reatitntionem ; 

^ So in Peck's transcript : read iatium. 
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et expeoBas petendi, easdemqiie redpiendi ; literas apostolicaa, tnm 
cominunem juatitiam quam gratiara epocialem continentes inipe- 
tntndi ; literasqne contra ipsos, conrentiis, || monasteria, ac ecclesiae 1. 5 
prelibatas contrndicendi, in judices et loca consentiendi, ipsoaqne 
et ipsa recnsandi, alinm sen alios procuratorem sen procuratores, 
loco Buo seu ciij lis li bet substituendi; siibstitntum vel substitutoe, 
Bnbatitiiendnm vel Bubstitiiendos, ab oisdem vel eornm quolibet 
revocandi, onusque procuratorii in se et eorum quolibet reassn- 
mendi ; et omnia alia et singula faclentli et exei-cendi que per ves- 
troB et legititnoa procuratores fieri potuerunt sea expediri : 

ratum et gratnm perpetuo promtttf ntes se habere atqne tenere 
quictjuid per dictos procuratorea buos. vet unum eorum, Bubstitutum 
aiit BubstitotOB, Bnbstituendum vel substitnendos, ab eisdeni vel 
eonitn aliquo, actum, gestum, seu procuratum fuerit in premissis 
et singnliB preraissorntn. 

Et volentea procuratores eosdem et quemlibet eorum, Bub- 
stitutoe, aubstituendum ant Bubstituendos, ab ipsis vel eorum 
aliqno ab omni Batisdationia onere relevare promiserunt ; et 
quilibet eornm promisit mihi notario infrascripto, ut publica parte 
recipienti et atipulanti, nomine omnium et singulorum quorum 
interest vel intereaee potent, de jndic&to solvendi in omnibus 
snis clansutis, sub ypotheca rerum suarnm et obligationem omnium 
bonorum. 

Acta et data Bunt sub anno, indictione, mense. die, et loco 
Bopradictis. Presentibna fratribus, Thoma de Freston, priore de 
Barlyng ; Alexandro de Pilkyngton ; et Atexandro de Kamaeya, 
canonicis ejuedem, testibus :id premissa vocatis specialiter et 
rogatis. 
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21 Jan. 13. Appeal to Holy See against Abbot of Pr£inontr6 on the snbjeet 

of Subsidies, by Proctors of Knglish Abbots. 

Wm. Kyrktorty canon of BarUngs, procurator for abbots 
named, as by annexed letters shovm, stiUes that, in conse- 
quence of before-recited grievances, he makes the subjoined 
appeal. He asserts that the English abbots are unduly 
burthened, a/nd accordingly lodges his appeal against im- 
position of Subsidies from abroad unthout their own consent, 
and complains against Subsidies imposed under pain of 
penalties. Complains also against undue expense for visita- 
tions from ahroad ; calls them extortions. Hence appeals to 
Holy See against such acts. Submits papers to ahbot of 
Langdon for comment, and annexes list of papers, 

. foL 38. In Dei nomine, Amen. Anno ejusdem ab Incamatione 

. 7I b.)"™ secundum cursum ecclesie Anglicane MCCCX., indictione ix., 
mensis Januarii die xxi., viz. xu. Eal. Feb., in mei notarii publici 
infrascripti et testimoniorum ^ subscriptorum presentia, constitutos 
personaliter, in quadam camera abbatis de Barlyngs que vocatur 
Nova Camera, 

Frater Willielmus de Kyrketon, canonicus de Barlyngs, 
Ordinis Premonstratensis, procurator religiosomm virorum de 
Neuhous, de Welbek, de Croxton, de Barlyngs, de Thupholme 
abbatum, ejusdem Ordinis, hiis mandatum sufficiens provocandi et 
appellandi (prout, per inspectionem procuratorii sui, mihi notario 
infrascripto licuit evidenter), 

asserehs, quod dictos dominos suos, et se eomndem nomine, 
occasione quorundam gravaminum per dominum abbatem Pre- 
monstratenaem et Capitulum generale, ejusdem Ordinis, dictis 
dominis suis injuste, ut asseruit, illatorum indebite pregravari 
(prout, in quibusdam hiis executoriis ipsorum Domini abbatis 
Premonstratensis et Capituli generalis, viris religiosis de Lange- 
dona et de Sulleby abbatibus directis ; ac eisdem dominis suis et 
sibi, per ipsum abbatem de Langedona xx. die mensis Januarii, 

* 80 in Pock's transcript : read testiurn. 
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Bupradictis la eadem camera ostensia ; ptenius contineri dino- 
Bcebatur), 

(juandivm appellationem in scriptis redactam legit, recitavit, 
et interposuit, sub hac forma verbortim : 

la Dei nomine, Amen, Ego frater WilUelmus de Kyrketon, 
procurator religiosorum virorum de Neuhona, et ceterorum 
abbatum, ]] Ordinis Premonstratensia, regni Anglie, et eonim ( 
iocorum cunventuum; conspiciens dominoa meos predictos, 
eorumque monaateria, ab omni impositione talla^ii cujusctinque 
per D. abbatem Premonstrati et Capitulum geiierale dicti OrdiniB, 
sen eorom auctoritate, faciandi, niai consensu eorimdem dominonim 
meorum super hoc prius requieito, et ex c&iiaa ab eisdem legitime 
primitus approbate, liberos et libera fuisse penitue, a tempore cnjua 
contrarii memoria non <>xi8tit: quia dictus Dominiia Premonstrati 
et Capitulum Ordinis vestri generalts, dominos meos predictos, sub 
pena excommunicationia aenlentie per vos jam late, monuistis seu 
moueri fecistis, sub certa forma'iQ Uteris vestris content-a, qua non 
modicam pecunie summam eisdem dominis meia impoaitam. et 
certis penis apud Premou stratum infra cerium temp us per- 
eolvendam seu deferendam (pront in prefatia literia veatria pleniua 
dinoBcitur contineri) quam absque eorum consensu, et sine causa 
ratiouabili quacunque ab eiadem approbata, ab eisdem exigitis, 
seu Capitulum quod vocatis generale et alii auctoritate veatra, 
exigere nitnntur minus juate. 

Et cum dicta eorundem monasteria hactenna per duos abbates 
dicti Ordinia anuuatim in singulis circariis dicti regni visitari 
solebaut, voa aliquotiens persoualiter, aliquotiens per veatrum 
comniissariuui in lisc parte, absque cauua rationabili quacunque, in 
eqnitatnra et familia nimirum a jure statuta, in dictorum 
dominorum meorum et mouasberiorum eorundem grave diapen- 
dium, vehemeuter escedentes, indebite visitaetis, et visitaie indies 
peraiatitis; oihilominusque non modicam pecunie summam, usque 
escnlenta et poculenta, ac alia necessaria, ab eisdem invitia, 
i visibitiouis, ac numine procuration is, extorquetis, contra 
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formam, vim, et effectam constitntionis CoDcilii generalis in hac 
parte edite; abbatesque dicti regni, dominosque meos, ad com- 
f. 39. parendum in Gapitulo vestro generali perso || naliter (abi locus 
personali vocationi non existit, absqae aliqna causa legitime 
expressa in Uteris vestris citatoriis contenta) evocari fecistis. 

Idcirco ego procurator antedictus, sentiens dominos meos pre- 
dictos, et eorura monasteria, et me eorum nomine, per vos et 
vestros, ex hiis et eorum quolibet pregravari ; quam cito premissa 
ad dictorum dominorum meorum et meam pervenere notitiam ; 
sacrosanctam Sedem Apostolicam in his scriptis (nomine D. D. 
meorum et eorum monasteriorum ac omnium aliorum dicti Ordinis 
in dicto regno Anglie et eorum monasteriorum nobis in hac parte 
adherere volentium) appello, et Apostolos instanter, instantius, et 
instantissime peto. Premissam appellationem, ego procurator pre- 
dictus (nomine dictorum D. D. meorum, etc. ut supra) vobis, Domino 
Premonstrati, quibuslibet de vestris in hac parte commissariis seu 
vices gerentibus notifico per presentes : 

Protestans insuper me velle appellationem subscriptam cor- 
rigere, et emendare, necnon et ab eadem detrahere, et eidem 
addere, et in formam competentiorem redigere, prout dominis 
meis predictis et mihi eorundem nomine melius videbitur expedire. 

Anno, iudictione, mensis xxn. die ejusdem, viz. xi. Kal. Febr. 
constitutes personaliter, in mei notarii publici infrascripti et 
testimoniorum ^ subscriptorum presentia, sepedictus procurator, in 
quadam alia camera dicte abbatie subtus dormitorio, coram 
religiose viro abbate de Langedona (qui se dixit commissarium 
seu vices in hac parte dicti D. Premonstrati gerentem) supra- 
scriptam appellationem prius per ipsum interpositam tunc legit et 
recitavit, ac eidem ipsam notificavit, copiam ejusdem sibi optulit, 
et ab ipso Apostolos petiit cum effectu. 
f. 40 b. Acta sunt hec : quoad primam interpositionem et recitationem, 
sub anno, indictione, mensis die, et loco snpradictis ; presentibus 
fratribus, Rogero de Herpeswell, canonico de Neuhous, Willielmo 

* So in Peck's transcript : read testium. 
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de Stevyngton, Alexandro de Barlyng, Alexandro de Rameseya, 
canonicJB de Barlyngp, WilUelmo de Neubalde, clerico, Henrico 
de Halton, laico, teetibua : 

Et quoad notification em ejnsdem Apostolornm petitionem, sub 
anno, indictione, mense, die, et loco sapmdictis, presentibns 
Symone de Bambui^h, canonico de Tupholme, testibns ad pre- 
missa vocatiB specialiter et rogatia. 

Ego Lanrentiua Johannes de Condel, clericuB, Lincoln ie 
diocesis, pnblicus auctoritate imperiali notarius, premissis omnibus 
et eingnlia nt suprascribuntur, una cum testibus Biipranominatis, 
presene interfni; et ea sic fieri vidi pariter et audivi. Ita acripai 
et publicavl, meoque signo conaneto et nomine sigiiavi rogatns, in 
testimonium premissorum. 

14. SatiBcation of Faperg of Appeal by English Abbots and tbeir lOKsreb, 

Aggrieved by atU of abbot of Pri-moiiiri' and if general 

Chapter, the English abbofu have tnstitaied an appeal through 
their proctor, Wm. Kyrkton. 

Each abbot adheres lo il, and will adhere, ratifying and 
approving it by Ihete presenli. 

Ill Dei nomine. Amen. Cam nobis abbati et conrentui de la p. fol. 40. 
Dale, Ordinis PremonBtrat«nBis, Coventrie et Lichfeldie diocesis, (*'7«'u^^"'' 
coHBtiterit appellationem qnandam (ex parte religioBornm virorum 
de Welbek. Eboraci diocesis; et de Neuhoug, de Croston, de 
Barlyng, et de Tupliolm, Lincolnie diocesis, abbatum, Ordinis pre- 
dict!; ob qnedam gravamina, tam per Dominam Premonstrati, et 
suos commissarios, cjuam per Capitulum generale dicti Ordinis, 
eisdem illata ; pro se et sibi adherentibus et adherera volentibaa) 
legitime fniase interpositam, snb hac forma. In Dei imininf. Amen. 
Eijo Frater Willielmua de Kyrkton, Procurator, etc. [wi suprtt. No. 
13 (p. 23)]. 

Nob abbas et conventus predicti, conspicientes dictam appella- 
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tionem, tarn noS) statumque nostrum, et ecclesiam nostram, quam 
religiosos aiitedictos concernere ; nostraque interesse eisdem appel- 
lantibus et appellationi predicte firmiter adherere : 

eisdem appellantibuset appellationi predicte, infra tempos juris 
a tempore scientie legitime, adhesimus et adheremus in present! ; 
ipsamque appellationem, nomine nostro et monasterii nostri, inno- 
vavimus, ratificavimus, et approbavimns infra tempus predictum; 
innovamus, ratificamus, et approbamus in presenti. 

Premissa omnia et singula omnibus quorum interest vei 
interesse poterit quovismodo, tenore presentium innotescimus. 

In quorum omnium et singulorum testimonium, sigillum com- 
mune Capituli nostri presentibus apposuimus. 

Datis in Capitulo nostro, vi. Idus Martii, anno Domini 

MCCCX. 

Testibus, Fr. Willielmo de Leke, Fr. Roberto de Barton, 
f. 40 b. ca II nonicis ; Eogero de Wynst, Henrico de Chaddeedon, laycis ; 
ad premissa specialiter vocatis et rogatis. 

[Consimilis ratificatio (abbatibus et procuratoribns suis domi 
reversis) a ceteris omnibus abbatibus et monasteriis appellationi 
adherentibus, proculdubio facta est.] 



7 May, 1811. 15. Inhibition of Edward II., addressed to Abbots of Langdon and 

Bale, against collecting Subsidy. 

Same as that against abbots of Langdon and Sulby^ No. 8. 

P. fol. 42. Edwardus D. g. Rex Anglorum, Dominus Hybemie et Dux 

ff^b^^87b.) Aquitanie, dilectis sibi in Christo abbatibus de Langedona et de 

Dala, vel eorum alteri, salutem. [Ut supra^ in qusdem regis 

abbatibus de Sulleby et de Langedon ; lutm^ mutatis mutandis^ liec est 

eidem de verbo ad verbum consimilis.^ 

Teste meipso, apud Berewycum super Tuetam, VIL die meusis 

Mali, anno quarto regni nostri. 
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16. Proceu of Abbots of Langdon and Dale against Abbot of Hales S4jnne.l3ll. 
Owen, during a visitation b; order of Adam, Abbot of Fr£montr€. 

Tlieij made, logrthrr u-ilh abbot of Wirlbecli. ii iiiailation at 
commanded, and found ahbot of Hales Owen i/uiltf/ of various 
eha/rget, a» alto teveral canimt. Ahhot and prior incapaile of 
titeir posit. Were accurdvngly proceeding to eorreef.ion of 
misdemeanorirt, when the abbot and seniors of Halct (hpcn 
exhibited king's inhibition against proceeding further. 

In Dei nomine. Amen. Cum naper reverendua pater Dominus p.(oI.«. 
Adam, Dei gratia, Premonstrati abbaa, et abbatiim ejusdem fi-^^^^'g_\ 
Ordinia Capitulum generals, nobis da Langedona et de Dala 
ecclesiarum abbatibiis, ut. assumpto nobiscura venerabili fratre 
domino abbate de Welbek, eccleeiam de Hales, tarn in capite qnam 
in membris, visitaremus, cum sue plenitudine potestatia, dedernnt 
in mandatis, aub eo qui sequitur tenore. [Ifum recital jvout 
infra?} 

Et nos, una cum dicto venerabili ^tre Domino N. abbate de 
Wellebek, xmi, Kalend. Junii proximo aequentia. ad dictAm 
eccleHiam, auctoritatc predicts, gratia visitandi, accesaeritnua; et. 
per iuquisitionem legitimam abbatem et aliquot Fratres dicte 
eccleaie, SQper diversis casibus et articnlis, invenerimua poblice 
iiretitoe pariter et convictoa : viz. 

abbatem de nimia ansteritate, incontinentia, inobedientia, in- 
snfficientia et inbabilitate ad regendum ; turn quod idem abbas 
sententia excommunicationis majoris tnultipliciter fiierat involutue ; 
pro eo qnod cum fratre Laurentio ' (qni se gerit pro abbate de 
Begbam) per Dominum Premonstrati et Capitulum generale, cum 
Buis complicibus et fautoribua, publico et aolempniter escom- 
mnnicato, in crimine et extra casum a jure permissuro, communicare 

' This reters to a document plaood by Peok among Specialia. 

' From a munusoript in C. C. C. Library, Cambridge, it appe&rB, in an aoooniit 
at the visilalion ot Begham Abbe; in 1313 by the abbot of Langdon, thftt 
Luirence, then abbot of Begham, leeigned his oSice and wa.i succeeded by Lucas 
de Coldona {Monastuxm, vi. 910). 



28 COLLECrANEA ANGLO-PREMONSTRATENSU 

presampsit ; ac etiam ad andientiam extraordinariam et secularem 
super rebus Ordinem solummodo tangentibus, in manifestam ecclesie 
sue exhereditationem et conteuoptum religionis universe, prohibi- 
tionem regiam ac potentiam secularem multimodum (ut visitatio 
canonica in sua dicta ecclesia minime fieri deberet) impetrando 
f. 48 b. conqueri non formidavit ; turn || quod, in tali sententia involutus 
existens, se immiscendo divinis irregularitatem contraxit, in Divine 
majestatis ofiensam, anime sue salutis et fame dispendium, juris 
injuriam, et grave scandalum fidelium plurimorum. 

Et licet alios ipsius ecclesie fratres ; scilicet fratrem Bartholo- 
meum de Coventre, super solempni perjurio ; 

Fratrem Eobertum de Boudon, de incontinentia, conspiratione 
et perturbatione pacis violenta ; 

Priorem etiam ad statum et officium prioratus insufficientem, 
eo quod filius presbyteri dicebatur, et conspirator manifestos, nee 
quis fratrum secum qualitercunque voluit confiteri : 

ac fratrem Johannem de Gorscote excoromunicatum et irregu- 
larem, ipsis de causis quibus abbas suus superius innodari 
exprimitur: 

necnon et alios plures multipHciter super diversis difiamatos, 
convictos invenerimus et confesses. 

Et Nos, secundum Domini et nostri Ordinis instituta, ad 
ipsorum omnium et singulorum correctionem, cum summa dili- 
gentia, rite processise proposuerimus : 

Abbas tameu; cum majoribus dicte ecclesie, suam nequitiam et 
preordinatam proditionem manifeste ostendens, piimo nobis (ne ad 
nostram diffinitionem procederemus) regiam prohibitionem nobis 
exhibuit, in forma verborum sequentium. [Ut supra, No. 8.] 
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17. Exoommimication of Abbot, Prior, Sub-Prior, and several Officials 3t7iuig,l3il. 
aad Canons of Hales Owen, by the Abbots of Lang^don and Dale. 

By hinij'i inhibition no drcrera could be made: but il 
made no mention of visitation; hence far varioui mi*de- 
meanouri recited, ai there it no doubt thai penalty of ercom- 
muniealioR had been incurred, lentenef it passed upon them, 
amd communication loith them prohibited till they obtain. 
abtolulion from abbot of PrfmontrS. 

Et licet, virtute ilUus breviB et maudati regii, a nostra difiinU p. fol. u. 
tione ceasare nullatenns debuimus, justitia exigeiite ; cum ipeum {f^^ a^Mb I 
mandatum regium de dicta nostra visitatioiie nullani fecerit men- 
tioneni : 

Idem abbas (nihilominus postmodum per vim et violentiani 
Becnlarium ac || metum, qui in constantem cadere poBset prout p^r r. 14 
verba aua, effectu diflSdi'ntie exprimentia, ac per alias evidentisai- 
maa rationes ac probabiles t-oujecturaB, nobis plenias constabat) a 
dicta Eua ecclesia, ex precoiicepta et prelocuta malicia ac pre- 
ordinuta proditione, nos expi'lii nequiter et atrociter procuravit; 
alicubi ia grangiis sen etiam curtibus saia, sumptibus noetris, 
nullatenus hoapitari permittendo : 

Unde, ciim nullum dubium esse possit dictum abbatem ae suos 
complicee in seutentiani exconimuDicatioQis luajoris a canoiie 
latam, et etiam secundum Ordinis nostri privi1egiaetstatuta,damp- 
nabiliter incidiase : 

Noa dictum abbatem de Halee, ac priorem, euppriorem, 
sacristam, precentorem, celerarium dicte eccleaie, necnon et 
fratrem Johannem de Gorscote, publice et solempniter excommuni- 
catoa esae denantiavimus in his scriptis ; inhibentes omnibns 
Ordinis nostri professia, auctoritate Domini Premonstrati et Capi- 
tuli generalis qua fungimur in liac parte, ne quis cuni eis sen 
ipsomm aliquo. extra casum a jure permiasum, quoviamoilo com- 
inunicare presnmat, quousque a dicto Domino Premonstrati beiie- 
ficium absolutionia In forma juris meruerint optinere. 
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In cujus rei testimonium, sigilla nostra ana cum aigillo dicti 
venerabilis fi'atris Domini abbatis de Welbek presentibus sunt 
appensa. 

Datis in ecclesia de Dala, die S. Johannis Baptiste, anno 
Domini Mcccxi. 



Undated: 18. Latter of Inquiry about Imposition of Subsidy. 

11811. 

Unknown abbot to another {u/nhnovrrC), Person addressed 
is appointed a Visitor for the year, for the purpose of treating 
with other abbots on question of Subsidies and prepa/ring a 
common answer to next year's Chapter* If payment is now 
made, it will become a regular yearly impost, Besolution 
must be unanimous. 

P. foL 45. Ad hoc, Domine, vos rogamus, quatenus pro malo non habeatis, 

f.^f'b^"'"' q^^^ i«^ *^^« Visitetor deputati estis ; quia, quum vidimus 

malitiam eorum ex omnimodo voluerunt nobis tallias imponere, 
nee pro reclamatione nostra voluerunt cessare : 

diximus eis, quod volumus deliberare cum dominis nostris et 
respondere eis ex unanimi assensu in proximo Capitulo faturo. 
Et hac de causa fecimus vos Visitatorem, ut possitis tractare et 
deliberare cum aliis abbatibus, et anno iuturo mittere eis sufficiens 
responsum. Scituri, quod si nanc intratis ad solutionem pre- 
dictam, nullo modo quieti eritis ; immo, quasi annuum censum im- 
ponent vobis. 

Alia nescimus vobis scribere. Set unum scimus, quod necesse 
esset quod una convocatio fieret ; ita ut assensus communis omnium 
haberetur; et quod non procederetur sub forma qua prius. Et 
certe, si essemus loco vestri, omnes in unum faceremus convocari. 
Si aliquid de parvitate nostra volueritis, parati sumus vobis. 
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19. Private letter of Abbots of Kewhonse and Croxton to Abbots of uad&tcd: 
the midlands, by onnamed ca&on of Hewhouse; reqaesting them "^^^^ 
to secretly convene their Chapters and return answer secretly by 
bearer. 

Abbots of Neiohouie and Croxton are ViiitorB for thf year; 
«o( entitled to convoke them, yet beg them to lUlen to bearer, 
a ditcreet man who vrill explain auitler to thtm; and then to 
give him their anawers ttrithout delay. [It it evidently on the 
Sul/ndy quest ion.] 

Dilectis in Cliristo Fratribua et PatribaB mediane circarie p. fol. 16. 
Anglie, Ordinia Premonstratenais, ad quos presentes litere perveue- {^\ [*"' 
rint, de Nenhoua et de Croxton abbates, Viaitatorea aoni ejasdeni 
circarie, aaluteni et circumspectionis prudentiain induere in 
agendis. 

Scribimna vobis, ut non poteatatem habentes aliqnoe vestTDoi 
convocandi, set tantum pro zelo qnem Iiabetnua ad atatum Ordinia 
conaerv^andom illesum ; ne teinporibus nostris nimia vacillare 
videatur, quod a bait. 

Idcirco mittimus ad vos hominem solidum, in Ordine et in 
lingua approbatum, viz. Frati-em .... canonicum de Neuhous, 
presentiuni portatorem ; cui fidiidHm indubitat^ain, aicutori noatro, 
adbibere velitis ; ut ipse sub aigillo secreto valde vobia rel'erat quod 
Bibi per nos est injuiictum; et voa singuli, iutellectia hiis que 
dicet, convQCatoque conailio fratrum vestroruni seu conventus 
vestri, recepta insoper securitate qua conveuit, quod persever.ibunt 
finaliter et firmit«r in via quam elegerint ; nobia voluntat*'m vea- 
tram et suam, per latoiem presentium, aine more diapendio aignifi- 
care velitis. 

Datum apud Neuboua, etc. 



32 COLLECTANEA ANQLO-PREMOXSTRATENSIA 

Ang. isil. 20. Letters of Abbots of Vewhouse and Crozton to Abbots of Kid- 
lands on the same subject : the leyying of a Subsidy. 

TJie English province in a dilemma either of incurring 
the penalties of treason, by reason of the Acts against pay* 
ment of Subsidies ; or, neglecting them, of censure at the hands 
of abbot of Primontri. Hence a^l joined in an appeal to 
the Holy See, and guaranteed funds for its prosecution, in' 
forming the abbot of Primontri of the fact. Some have 
not refunded the sums at which they have been taxed 
and which the writers have advanced for transmission to 
Rome, and in other ways luive jeopardised the appeal. Hence 
a new apportionment made, which all are ashed to meet with* 
out fail, for the Subsidy demanded from Primxmtri actually 
exceeds these sums. The taxation of each house is appended^ 
payable either to Neiohouse or Croxton, 

P. fol. 47. De Neahus et de Croxton abbates, ad imponendum et colligen- 

£^ b*'^°* dam in media circaria Anglie contributiones, pro caasis infra- 

scriptis prosequendo, faciendas de consensu omnium quorum 
intererat seu interesset, nuper legitime deputati ; universis mediane 
circarie Anglie abbatibus ac eorum conventibus, salutem et in 
agendis virtute constantie animosius roborari. 

Non est vobis incognitum, quod, imminente nobis et vobis 
jampridem perplexitate nodosa, vel incidendi in crimen lese 
majestatis (si talliam monasteriis Ordinis nostri inportabilem, per 
reverendissimum D. Adaraum, D. g. abbatem Premonstrati, et 
Capitulum generale nimis onerose impositam, secundum formam 
mandati ejusdem Domini Premonstrati, contra tenorem Statuti 
regii in hac parte diu est editi, de qiio sihi constitit solvissemtis) ; 
vel si solutionem hujus, statute ad hoc tempore, apud Premon- 
stratum facere negligerimus, graves censuras, latas in non sol- 
ventes, incurrendi ; 

ab omnibus et singulis coabbatibus nostris presentibus (inter 
quos vos personaliter, vel per procuratorem, eratis) et procura- 
toribus absentium et convenientium omnium, in solempni congre- 
gatione nuper facta Lincolnie, ad mandatum Domini abbatis de 
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Langedona, dicti Domini PremonatratoEBis corainissarii generaJis, 
premissa deliberatione diligenti, unanimiter consenaum extitit, 

ut, pro vitaDdo dispendiis et periculis majoribus, ad remediEm 
proTocatdonis et appellationis, ex causts legitimis ad tunc com- 
miiniter approbatis, interposito juramento de prosequendo cauaaa 
in hac pnrt« siiscitandaa, protiatis provo || caretur et appellaretur ; f. 47 b 
et sic fuit ibidem, nomine omnium coabbatum et procuratorum 
predictorum, provocatum et etiam appellatura; nobis, in media 
circana, et aliis, in residuis circariie, ad imponendiim BinguliB 
eccleaiia dicti Ordinia, in regno Anglie, aspensas, pro prosecutione 
cansarum bujus focienda, de consensu omnium in dicta congregfr- 
tione presentiom, apecialiter deputatis; 

Deinde ostenso, quIbusJam injuriis (priusqunm pro parte 
obnnbilatis) apparentibus in lucem ; iidem abbates pro se et 
conventibua aula, et omnibus coabbatibus et conrentibua aliia eia 
adherentibus vel adherere volentibua, in presentia dicti commissarii, 
et etiam ab eodem ex causis certia et legilimis, kSedem Apostolicam 
appellarunt in scriptia ; dicto Domino Promonstrati in monasterio 
eno appellation em hujua notiScari, sine nimia tarditate more, 
cantins facientes. 

Cum igitur de dictis appellatione et notificatione vobia aub- 
sequenter conetaret, vos, tnnquam viri eolidi et perfecti, hajua 
appellationem et notiticationem approbastis ; et liiijua appellationis 
diapendio more aublato firmiter adhesiatia ; pluresque de vobia literas 
veatraa patentes similiter boc etiam, cum verbo aubmiasionia nobis 
facto in premiaaia, et circa ea dirigentea et concedentes, ut scitis. 

Porro, vobia summaa impoaitas in hoc caau plus debito solvere 
differentibne, ecce triginta nnam libras (prefer portionea voa con- 
tingentes, mense elapeo et ampliuH) preatare, et eaa ad Curiam 
Homanam mittere, pro expenais procuratorum ibidem in dicta 
caasa (ne causa nostra communia periclitaretur) curavimua, pro 
yobis ; sub spe bona, gratia tale diapendiam suatineutes. 

Ceterum. nonnulli abbatea (tam de defenaione dicte cause 
appellationis, et citatione personali ad comparendum in Capitalo 
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f. 48. general!, pro articulis in hujus citatorio insertis, || plnribus abbatibus 
facienda et jam facta de novo, et etiam qoibasdam attemptatis 
predictam appellationem in ejus prejadicinm, qnam mora procura- 
toram pro dicta causa ad dictam curiam, premissorum usque ad 
Concilium generate, et in eodem facienda proinde oontulemnt, et 
latins deliberare curarunt ; ponderantes) non sine onere expensamm 
ultronee transmiserunt ; lesionem que ex improviso accedere poterit 
ex industria precaventes. 

Ea propter dicti coabbates una nobiscum, centum et xx. 
libras, per collectores in circariis prius deputatos, imponendas et 
levandas (viz. medietatem dicte summe, citra festum Nativitatis 
B. Marie Virginis proximo futurum ; et aliam medietatem, citra 
festum S. Michaelis proximo seqnens) sine dissimulatione qualibet, 
concorditer censuerunt. Nempe dicta summa, cum portionibus 
prioribus impositis, vobis gravis reputari non debet ; eo quod dicta 
tallia a Domino Premonstrati et Capitulo generali petita, dictas 
summas per nos nunc et prius impositas excedit. 

Ad impositionem denique dicte summe de novo faciendam, 
juxta modum hactenus usitatum, portiones infrascriptas dicte 
circarie medie ecclesiis duximus assignandas, viz. : 



Ecclesie de Neuhous . 


• 




•••• •••• 

nil : xiiu 


Welbek . 


• 




nil : xiui 


„ Croxton 


■ 




nil : xiin 


., Barlyng . 


. 




...• •■■• 
nil : xiiii 


„ Sulleby 


• 




a... •... 

nil : xiiii 


., Halys 


1 1 


1 « 


nil : xnii 


„ Dala 


1 




— : Ixx 


„ Bello Capite 


> < 




. — : Ixx 


„ Tupholm . 


. 




. — : Ixvi 


„ Lavenden . 


. 




. — : Ixvi 


„ Neubon 


• 




. — : xliiii 


„ Hagneby . 


• 




« a . • • 

, — : xlini 


Tallau 


• 


• 
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Mcmentes vos, quod, pensata promissione ab omnibas apnd f. 48 b. 
Linoolniam oommuniter facta, portiones vel impositas, tarn de 
arreragiifl qnam de ultima impositione per nos facta, pro causis 
pretactis, infra terminos prenotatos, apud Neuhous vel Croxton, 
sicut magis eligeritis, prout vobis et singulis competit, persolvatis. 

Yos autem, quid super hujus arreragiis et impositione nova 
fBcere decreveritis, nobis, Uteris vestris patentibus, distincte et 
aperte et sine dilatione, notificari curetis. Valeatis. 

Datum apud Neuhous et Croxton, infra octavas festi Assump- 
tionis B. Marie Virginis, anno ab Incamatione Domini MCCCXi. 



21. Taxation of English Houses by Abbots of Vewhouse and Croxton undated 
to meet expenses of Prootors appealing to the Holy See against p^ £^1^*43 y, 
Adam, Abbot of Pr£montr6. Hade at different times. (Reg. Prem. 

• f. 81 b.) 

1. Prima impositio, apud Lincolniam . 

2. Secunda, apud S. Botulphum . 

3. Tertia, apud Londinum • 

4. Quarta, apud Stamford . 

De quibus imponebatur : 

1. Australi Circarie .... 

2. Medio Circarie .... 

3. Boreali Circarie .... 

Summa quinte impositionis, ex 1. xs., viz. : 

1. Australi Circarie . • • . 

2. Medio Circarie • • • • 

3. Boreali Circarie .... 

Arreragia abbatum non solventium de i. ii. iii. et iv. impo- 
sitionibus : 



1 : 


• — 


Ix : 




li : 


— 


Ixxx ; 




Iv : 




Ixxv 

1 


: — 


xl : 




Ix : 




xxiii 


: vi 



Abbas de S. Agatha 



»> 

n 



Albalanda • 
Cokyrsande . 



• Xll 

. xi 

... 

. XUl 



VI 



Vll 
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Abbas de Hepp . 


. xiv : vi 


„ Coverham 


. X : X 


,, Egylston 


. X : XV 


„ Welbek 


. X : — 


„ Lavenden 


• vi : — 


„ Torre . 


.X : — 



vai 



9 Oct. ISll. 



P. fol. 49. 
(Beg. Prem. 
f. 85 b.) 



22. Mandate from General Chapter of Pr&nontrd to Englidi Abbots, 
enjoining under grave penalty the payment of withheld Subsidy. 

A Subsidy dvs by custoMf payable to Primontri from the 
English houses^ being withheld, a/nd the persons charged to 
present it not hawng done so, the general Chapter adjudges 
them contumacious, the ahbots so withholding being thereby 
also contumacious. Hence abbots of St, Badegund and Lang* 
don are to declare them excommunicate, and to forbid any 
of tJ^eir svibjects to communicate with them while the sentence 
is in force, and to cite them to appear personally at next 
general Chapter to answer for such disobedience and contempt 
and to hear decision thereof, under pain of deprivaiion. The 
ahbots to acquaint Chapter what they shaU have done herein* 

Cum nos abbates diffinitores Capituli generalis Premonstra- 
tensis, auctoritate dicti Capituli, alios monuerimus abbates nostri 
Ordinis regni Anglie, ut contributiones et collectas eis competenter 
impositas, ex antiqua consuetudine et approbata, ipsis et singulis 
abbatibus dicti Ordinis imponi consuetas, sub penis in statutis dicti 
Ordinis contentis, apportarent sen apportari facerent apud monas- 
terium Premonstratense infra quindenam post sanctum Pascha 
ultimo preteritum, et tunc venturi priori vel suppriori dicti 
monasterii quos ad hoc, et quemlibet eorum deputatos, solverent 
sen assignarent; necnon, sub pena excommunicationis quam in 
eos proferebamus auctoritate dicti Capituli generalis, citati fuerint 
predicti abbates, ut ipsi comparerent ad Capitulum generale quod 
celebratum erat anno Domini MCGCXi. in festo B. Dionisii cum 
diebus sequentibus, responsuri super tanta inobedientia et super 
premissis (prout justum esset).processuri, et ordinationem andituri 
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Capitnli generalis super predictis ; cumqae predicti abbates, qnoe, 
exigents justitia, in hiis scriptis contiimaces reputavimus. cum ad 
dictum Capitulum generale non com para erint per se vel per alium 
sea alios, nee causa Bubsistit quare predicta facere teneantur; 
dicteqae contributiones sen impositlones fiant, et hactenus fieri 
conanevenint, ad tuitionera, defenaiouem, et conaervationem statu- 
tomm, libertatum, et privilegiorum dicti Ordinis; sintque abbates 
pereeveranteB animo indnrato in eorum coiitumacia contra con- 
saetndinee, privilegia, statuta et etatutura iiostri Ordinis : 

hinc est, qnod, cum eorum crescente contumacia crescere debeat f. 19 
et pens, vobia S. Radegunde et de Langedona abbatibns, sab pena 
excommunicationis seut^ntie late auctoritate dicti Capituli generalis, 
precipiendo mandatnua firmiter et districte, tjuatenns dictos abbatea 
sic excommnnicatos a nobis ut premisBnin est (qtios iterum in 
hiia scriptis, auctoritat© dicti Capituli, excommunicamns et aggra- 
vamas) publico in vestria monaateriia, qnandocunque Divina vos 
celebrare contigerit, ainguHa diebus, excommunicatos etaggravatoa 
nuncietis ; inhibentes omnibua prioribua vel supprioribua, canonicis 
nostri Ordinis (necnon aliia prout vobis possibile erit), auctoritate 
dicti Capituli generalis, sub penis in statntis dicti Ordinia con- 
tentia ; ne ipsi cum predictis abbatibua, durante dicta excommuni- 
cationis sententia, in aliquo participare presumant. 

Citantes nihilominna predictos abbates, uno edicto peremptorio 
pro omnibus, sub pena depositioitis et ex causa, nt ipsi apud 
Premonstratenae monasterium, in proximo Capitulo generali, per- 
sonaliter compareant, nobis et dicto Capitulo snper tantis inobedi- 
entia et cont«mptu responsnri, prout justum fuerit, super premiasis 
processuri, ac super hiis ordinationera dicti Capital! generalia 
audituri, et hoc cum intimatione debita et consueta, quod (eive 
ad dictum Capitulum generale compareant, aive non) noa, contra 
ipsoB et quemlibet ipsorum, ad depositionem ipsorum procedemusj 
prout de jure fuerit procedendani, 

Tatud autem mandatum, vobis et omnibus vestrum, per voa vel 
per alios fide dignos, mandamus et committimua exequendum ; ita 
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quod in exeqnendo alter vestmm aliom sen alios non expectet. 
£t quod inde feceritis, nobis et Capitnlo generali predicto, sub 
sigillis vestris fideliter rescribatis. 

Datum anno Domini mcocxi. sedente Capitolo generali. 

10 Feb. 23. Mandate from Adam, Abbot of Pr&nontr6, to Abbots of St 

1811 18 ' 

Badeg^d and Langdon, to recall priyileges granted to English 
Abbots. 

English abbots being excommunicate for stated offences^ 
and Abbot Adam before their fall having granted them many 
privileges, now, for their ingratitude, wholly recalls these : 
the two above-named abbots are to publish this revocation, 
when and where they think suitable. This revocation does 
not apply to the above-named, 

P. fol.50. Adam, Dei patientia, Premonstrati abbas, venerabili et 

t^,\^ dilecto in Christo firatri abbati de Langedona salutem et sinceram 
in Domino caritatem. 

Cam abbates nostri Ordinis regni Anglie, certis ex caosis, per 
no3 et generate Capitulnm sint excommanicationis vinculo inno- 
dati ; nosque, ante lapsum eorum, ipsos fratemo afiectu diligentes, 
multas gratias eisdem vel aliquibus eorum concesserimus (utpote 
quod a sententiis Ordinis subditos suos possent absolvere, et 
dispensare cum eisdem ; ac etiam quod quidam eorum, usque ad 
aliquod certum terminum, non tenentur nostrum Capitulnm gene- 
rale visitare ; quod etiam possent fratres emittere, et emissos 
revocare, vel ad alium locum transferre, ubi voces, stalla, obe- 
dientias restituerent ; ac multa alia que ibi non exprimuntur) : 

idcirco, nos, ob eorum ingratitudinem, omnes predictas gratias 
et qaascunque alias eisdem abbatibus a nobis dudum concessas, 
tenore presentium, penitus revocamus : mandantes vobis et firmiter 
injungentes, qaatenus hujus revocationem publicetis ubi et quando 
vobis videbitur expedire. Si quid autem secus fuerit attemptatum, 
irritum decemimus et inane. 

Yos autem et abbatem S. Badegunde, sen gratias vobis et 
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sibi per nos foctas, sub presenti revocalione noliimiiB compre- 
hend i. 

Datum Vienne, anno Domini Mcccxil. in octabis Piirificntionis 
B, Marie Virginia. 



24. Inhibition from Peter Cardinal Colonna to Abbot Adam of VH- IT Kaich, 
montr#, not to Tex the English Abbots unduly. I811-W- 

Engliak abbofs,/filinif Ihrinsrlvra ajjgrii'Ved at handt of 
abbot of Premonlri because ht Tiaa unditlt/ taxed them, andlhii 
under grave cenium, payijig no attention In aelt of the 
Englitk king, threatttiing outlawry for compliance, and for 
variou* other bttrdem laid upon them by abbot of Prfmontre, 
have appealed to JToly Sec. Clement V. hat appointed 
Cardinal Colonna to inquire into the matter. Having Iteard 
proclort of both partiei, decider that abbot of Prhnontre it not 
to proceed, and if he doet he viuei bear wholly all ej^pcme) 
anil damage cauted. 

In nomine Domini, Amen. 

Dudum venerabiles et religiosi viri de Nenhons, et ile C'roxton, p, w.si. 
de Barlyng, de Tupholme, Lincolnie diocesis, et de Welbek, Kbora- j^'j^"'"' 

lia diocesiB, monasteriorutn abbntes fremonstratensia Ordinia, 

o sentientes per venerabilem et religiosum viruni Fr. Adamum 
Premonstrati abbatem, indebite se et eorum monasteria gravatoa, 
qnia (licet pater abbas dicti Ordinis, secundom laudabiles con- 
Buetudinee, obeervantifts, privilegia et atatuto Ordinis Bupradicti, 
eisdem abbatibus et eorum monasteriis talUaB et exactiones noii 
poEBet imponere, nisi conEensu eonim primitua requiaito et ex 
causa ab eis primitus approbata) ; 

tamen idem jiater abbas (pro vohmtate sua, abeque causa 
rationabili, contra statnta, conauetndines, obeervantias et privi- 
legia Bupiiidicta, et Bolempnitatibus que in talibos in ipso Ordine 
observari sunt Bolite penitus pi-etermiBsis) eisdem abbatibus et 
eornni monasteriis graves tallias, et indebitas exactiones, sub 
certis penis, imposuit, sibi apud Premoaetriitum certo termiuo 
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exsolyendas ; Don attendens etiam, qnod, ex statato D. regis 
Anglie illustris, in regno Anglie, caatum erat, ne quis abbas, prior, 
magister, custos, sen qnivis religiosns alius in eodem regno con- 
Bistens, censum aliqnem, per suos snperiores sibi impositum, extra 
dictum regnum, sub nomine redditus, tallagii, apporti, sea 
impositionis cujuscunque, quocunque nomine censeretur, per se vel 
f. 51 b. alios vel alium, publice vel occulte transmitteret vel deferret || sub 
forisfactura bonorum contravenientium sub dominio regis existen- 
tium memorati. 

Quodque idem pater abbas dominos eos et eorundem monasteria, 
per se vel suos commissaries, visitabat ; in evectione et familiarum 
numero erat eis plurimum onerosus ; recipiendo etiam et extor- 
quendo ab ipsis pecuniam innumeratam ratione visitationis hujus, 
ultra competentia victualia exhiberi visitantibus consueta ; ac quod 
eos extra dictum regnum, nulla causa rationabili exigente, per- 
sonaliter evocabat. 

Propter hec et nonnulla alia gravamina, et ne contra eos et eis 
adherentes idem pater abbas quidquid de cetero attemptaret vel 
faceret attemptari injuste, suspendendo, excommunicando, inter- 
dicendo, aut eos a suis administrationibus amovendo (prout 
dubitabant ex verisimilibus causis et probabilibus conjecturis, et 
idem abbas eis fuerat comminatus) ad Sedem Apostolicam ap- 
pellarunt. 

In cujus appellationis causa et negotii principalis sanctissimus 
Pater et Dominus noster, Dominus Clemens, Divina providentia, 
Papa y. nos, Petrum de Columpna, sacrosancte Bomane ecclesie 
Diaconum Cardinalem concessit ipsis partibus auditorem ; ac 
si causa ipsa de sui natura in Bomana Curia alias tractanda 
esset. 

Comparentibus itaque coram nobis magbtro Petro de Lande, 
prefati patris abbatis procnratore in causa eadem ex altera ; com 
mandatis sufficientibus ad causam eandem ; et super libello per 
magistrum Cullum, procuratorem dictorum abbatum, exbibito in 
dicta causa ; lite inter eos legitime contestata, et de calumpnia et 
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veritate dicenda ab ipsis procuratoiibus preatitis jummentibuB' ; 
per dictum magistrum CuUuni, dictoram abbatum procuratoretn, 
extitit nobis cum instantia supplicatio, ut ad inhibitionem pro- 
cedere debeamus. 

Noa itaque petitioai ' ipaiiia juri consonam reputantes, predicto 
magistro Petro de Laude procurator! present! et II per eum dicto (. 52. 
patri abbati, et ipsi patri absenti, inhibemus, ne idem pater abbas 
per ve\ alium aeu alios in prejndicium dictorum abbatum et eorum 
monasterioram aliquid moveret seu attemptaret ; quod si fecerit, 
illnd cum reparatione Integra dampnorum et expenB&ruia, in 
quantum jura pennittnnt, curabimus rerocari, 

In cujua rei testimonium, presentem inhibitionem, per Nicbolaum 
de Rotta de Ponte Curvo infrascriptum famutnrera et notarium 
noBtnim scribi et publicari mandamus, et nostri sigilli fecimus 
appeneione muuiri. 

Actum Vienne, in hospitio dicti Domini Cardinalis, presente 
me Qotario infrascripto et ipso D. CardLnali ad jura reddenda per 
tribunale sedente. Presentibus dictiE niagistris Petro et G uillielmo 
procuratoribua in judicio coram eo ; ac venerabili patre Dno. 
Gaidotto, arcbiepiscopo Messavenai' de Mediolano in Romana 
Curia advocato; et pluribus aliis testibits ad boc vocatis etrogatis, 
gnb anno Domini MCccxii., iadictione decima, mense Martii, 
die XVII. ejusdem mesBia; pontificatus sancti&aimi Patris D. 
dementis Pape V. anno septimo. 



' So in Pc«k'a IronBoript: reti JuTomtntit. 

- So in Peek's Iranecript : le^i petilion«m. 

' Bead Metsanemi. Guidotto de Tubiatis was archbisbop of MesBica from 
1303 10 1333. 
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25. Citation by Abbots of St. Badegnnd and Lingdon to English 
Abbots, conveying mandate of General Chapter abont exconuna- 
nication and their snmmoiiB to appear before General Chapter 

Thnj have received the iimndate of general Chapter — 

reciled. They thereby abtolve all iubjecta from obedienee lo 

their respective abbot*, aiid order them to hofd tio conc^rM 

with them. All ilte aibolt cited, under pain of deprivation, 

to appear peraonaili/ in general Chapter, there to aneuier for 

disobedience and contempt, and hear it* decision. Whether the]/ 

appear nr not they leill be proceeded against. Prior* tonolify 

their abbot* of content* of tlute preienfs, as toon as received. 

UniverBis prioribus, supprioribns, et aliig fratribus et canonicia 

Ordiiiia Pretnonstrat«nsis in Anglia constituiis, et aliis qaornm 

interest, presents literas inapectariS; Fratree Willielmus et Williel- 

miis S. BadegQQcle et de Langedona abbates, salubem in Domino, 

Mandatum diffinitxiiinm nostri Capituli generalia Premonstrfr- 

tensis recepimus iu hec verba, [Tvm recilant, vt supra, No. 24, 

Tmi£ pergunl.'] 

Ciijas aactoritate mandati vobis omnibus prioribus, suppriori- 
biis, et aliia canonicia nostri Ordinis uiiiversia in regno Anglie con- 
stitutis inhibetnuB, sub pena superiua contents, ne vob sen qnivia 
vestrum cum abbatibus predictis eeu aliquo ipsorum (de Sulleby 
et de Byleg abbatibus exceptis, quos fidelea Ordini reputAmuB) 
aliqualiter, contra dicti inandati fonnam, communicare eeu partict- 
pare presnmatiB, seu presumat quivis vestrum, 

Citamusque omnea abbates predictoa tenore presentium (de 
Sulleby et de Byleg duntnxat exceptis) uno edicto peremptorio 
pro omnibus, sub pena depositionia et ex causa, ut ipsi apnd 
Premonstratenae monasterium in proximo Capitulo general! per- 
Bonaliter compareant, diSSnitoribua dicti Capituli auper tantia 
inobedientia et contemptu i-esponsuri et ulterius factnri sicut in 
dicto mandato continetur. 

Denuntiamusqoe eis, quod, sive ad dictum Capitulum generate 
compareant sive non, contra ipsos et quemlibet ipsorum de jure 
fuerit procedendum. 



^ 
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Quam quidem citationem per priorea et alios iinivereos noatri 
[| Ordinis ad quorum notitiam litere presentes primo perveneiint, fol. 53 b. 
mandamud, aactoritate predicta, alibatibus predictis, quam citius 
visiB presentibus, fore pnblicandum, 

Datam apud Langedonam, xviii, Kal. Maiij anno DoEiini 
HCCCXll. 



26. Promulgation of mandate of Adam, Abbot of Fremontre, ag^&inst so April, 
EngliBh Abboti, by Abbot of Lajigdon. ^"'■ 

All ill cafionical /ortii, reciting previous ilocvineiiti. 

UniversiB pi-eseutea literas inspecturia, Prater Williflmus abbas r. tol. 54. 
hnmilie eccieeie de Langedona, aalutem in Doinino sempiternam. J gS'i """■ 

Mnndatum reverendiaainii patris Domini Ade Premonsti-ati 
abbatis in forma qne seqnitur recepinms. [Turn recital, ut gupca, 
No. 23, et i>rocedu\ 

Hoc idem omnibna quorum interest per presentes significamutt. 

Datas apud Langedonam ill. Kal. Mail, anno Domini supra- 
dicto. lu cujua rei testimonium sigillum nostrum duximus 
apponendum. 

S7. Lener of Proctori of English Abbots, reciting what had been 6Ks7, 1312 
done in the appeal against Abbot of Pr^montrl 

ProcloTi drtivered Cirdinal CoZoiinn'. ivhibUion to abbot 
of Primontri on vigil of Aaeention. lit reetipl lO chagTirted 
him thai fte kept hii home for five days. They may count 
on victory, hni onhj if proelor is properly tupplied. Th« 
abbot of Bfgham gained judgment agaimt laid abbot of 
Prinumtri for 60 gold florint. And during last Lent he 
received qiiillanee bA ttmlolaia. lAkevnae against the abbot 
of St. Hadegund for a like turn. In the common caute 
abiolulion would long ago have been received ad cautelam, 
had it been asked for. The abbot of Primontri tinll be beaten 
in the Curia, mtBerrimo opprcasuB. 

Id modicum aeipBum scire vob facio per presentes, quod in P- 'o'- 65- 



vigilia Ascensionis Domini proximo preterita, inhibitio prius facta 



(Heg. I-rem. 
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in forma juris, propriis Uteris contestata, per Dominum Petrum de 
Columpna, in causa communi notificata erat abbati Premonstrati 
per magistrum Willielmum de Stepinge, in scriptis et sub sigiUo 
dicti Domini Cardinalis, pro cujus angustia et dolore, idem abbas, 
per quinque dies sequentes, de suo hospitio non exivit. 

Et non dubitetis quin prefatus magister Willielmus in dicta 
causa victoriam habebit ; si ad id habundanter habeat quod oportet. 

Et dominus mens abbas de Beghama, in crastino dicti festi 
Ascensionis proxime preterito, contra dictum abbatem Premonstrati, 
sententiam habuit pro se latam, qua nobis in octoginta florenis 
aureis, expensarum nomine, condempnatur. 

Et similiter in Quadragesima proximo preterita, contra eundem 
abbatem invitis dentibus suis, idem dominus mens finaliter 
absolutionem habuit ad cautelam. 

Et similiter unam aliam sententiam contra abbatem S. Rade- 
gunde, qui nobis in aliis octoginta florenis aureis condempnatur. 

Et in causa communi absolutionem ad cautelam diu etiam 
habuissetis concessam, si prius procuratoribus adherentium 
mandassetis. 

Set in nullo est dubitandum (ut sepius a domino Grunemio 
et a magistro Johanne de Botta, et similiter a mnltis nobilibus 
et discretis) quin prefatus pater abbas, in dicta Curia miserrime 
oppressus, succumbet ; vivente prefato magistro Willielmo et pro 
f. 55 b. vobis in Ciu*ia commorante, || qui de novo flos reputabitur Anglorum. 

Yos custodiat Altissimus. 

Vienne, vi, die Maii, anno etc. 
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. letter of Wm. Stepyng to Wm. Kyrkton, fnlly recoaating 8 n^f, 1312 
the steps in the Appeal to Borne by the Engliih Abbots 
ftg&inat Abbot Adam of Premoctre. 

Much money sj)ent in the tranaacfian of the businat, and 
mvch »lUl owing. The proctors of Abbot Adam promitrd 
great lucceit for the revertal of our judgment; but the 
inhibition obtained $uffiees. General Chapter inflicted viany 
gritvaneet on the Englith abbott; remediet againtt thete 
mutt be fought, and Ike writer iirtll work for thi* end. Doe* 
not hope to obtain an abaoluliim od cautelam before 81, 
Uichael's, becaaie new cliargei liave been lodged againtt 
them J but abbot of Primontrf will have a fall if he proceed* 
teith them, and will be condemned in cotls. Bobert de 
Pindiebeck much dielurbed by obligation put upon lam, for he 
thinks it intuffieienl, and wants moneyi forwarded. I» in 
want of further fundi. Eiempt periona can gel noprivileges 
eieeptin the nnallett nuitters, and rights of biihopa. It ia said 
that abbot of Frimontri is likelg lo lose hit cremplions unless 
he hwga them back at great cost. Before any other court oar 
bu»ine»* could have been cheaply fonvarded; not so in that 
of Cardinal Colonna. It ia said ablwt of Priniontri com- 
pounded for retention of privileges with great sums of money. 

Precordialissirao domino sao et amico, si placeat, Fratri Wil- p. lol.so. 
lielmo de Kyrketon, buus W. de Stepynge clericuB, aeipsum cum j^\ ""■ 
omni coiianime complaceudi. 

In negotio veatro communi, ante receptionem literariim ves- 
trarum ad contestationem jiiramentis ot caliimpnia necnoii in- 
hibitionem contra abba tem Pre monst rati, pro abbatibus nostria et 
sibi adberentibns, cura maximo labore et sumptuosa eSusione fuit 
procesHum ; tamen (antequam dictam inhibitionem enb aigillo 
Cardinabs habet-e potui) omnem pecuntam quam tunc habui, cii'ca 
premiasa eidem Oardinali erogavi, et adhuc sibi veraciter plura 
promisi. Alias vero dicta negotia expedite non fuissent, cum abbas 
Premonstrati plurea ad eundem Cordinalem misit promotoreB, 
qui sibi immeiiBam pecaniam pro subversione et confusione juris 
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nostris ^ promiserunt ; et dictam erat per dominam Graneminm et 
alios de consilio nostro, qnod dicta inhibitio nobis, pendente dicta 
causa, sufficere deberet : quam inhibitionem vobis sob sigillo 
Domini Cardinalis signatam per latorem presentium transmitto, 
abbatibus de Langedona et de S. Radegunda, de Salleby, de Byleg, 
et aliis (prout videritis expediri) sub manu privata notificandam. 

Verumque) ex inspectione literarum vestrarum quas die Ascen- 
sionis Dominice per Henricum latorem recepi, apparet quod 
diffinitores Gapituli generalis plurima gravamina in ultimo Gapitulo 
generali abbatibus de regno Anglie, ut dicitur, intulerunt; 
propter que nova remedia, contra hujus diffinitorum malitiam et 
f. 56 b. suorum executorum, sunt impetranda ; circa || que laborare non 
desinam juxta vestrum mandatum mihi in hac parte directum. 

Dicunt tamen omnes de consilio nostro, quod impetrata contra 
abbatem Premonstrati ad impediendum executiones cujuscunque 
de Gapitulo sufficere debent; cum dicti diffinitores et alii, quo- 
cunque nomine vulgari nuncupantur, sint comroissarii patris ab« 
batis memorati. 

De absolutione ad cautelam, ante festum S. Michaelis (si 
interim fiant vacationes) non multum spero ; eo quod ps.^ illius 
abbatis, ob quedam nova gravamina ficta, tum a D. Cardinali 
appellavit, et super appellatione sua Dominum Biteicieum ' Cardi- 
nalem impetravit auditorem ; qui de hujus appellatione cognoeoere 
debet, antequam peti poterit dicta absolutio. 

Vos tamen reddo certiores, quod dictus pater abbas in sua 
appellatione cadet si proeequatur ; et tunc nobis in expensis oon- 
dempnabitur : mora hujus absolutionis immittendo procuratoria, 
que mittere habeo, peraistebat/ 

Omnia alia seriatim in Uteris vestris contenta memorie 
oommendam, et ad expeditionem eorundem, pro posse meo, 
feliciter laborabo. 

* So in Peck's transcript ; read nostri. * So in Peck's transcript ; ? read |»an. 
' So ia Peck ; bot it has not been possible to identif j this Cardinal. 

* So in Peck; ? nad persistet. 
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Scituri quod magiater llobertus de Pincebec multum gravatar 
de obligatione quam eJbi mlsistis jier domiaum abbatem de 
CroxtoD, ejt eo quod earn repntat msufficientem ex planmid 
csuais; et quodamniodo defertur in diem cum dicaturin ii>sa, dum 
tameti per mensem aunius premuniti ; et volt qnod pixjcnratori suo, 
pure et absque premuDitione qualibet, solvetur pecania memorafa, 
Unde niai esaet major aroicitia mca et conGdentia qunm liabet in 
dictum D. abbatem, nisi per predictam obligationem, denariuin 
non liberaret; et ex cautionali evfntu maximam pecuniam 
efitindebat; qui milii totiim nee medietatem m dicto obligatorio 
contentam, ut dicitur, mutuart? potest. Promittit tamen fideliter, 
quod quando indigeo, milii non deGciet ; et idem provideatie, qiiod 
quemcunque rai.-:ent || procuratorem suum apnd Croston cum dicta 1 
litera obligatoria, sotvetnr sibi statim absque dilatione qualibet, 
quautatn vobis coustiterit me per literos meaa recepisse. Et, si 
citra autumpnum voa coutigerit aliqueni nuntium mibi desttnare, 
tunc mibi vel flornnoa vel sterlingos, in quantum vobis placuerit, 
per eundem mandiiie curetis. Quia, de tota summa in obligatione 
coat«nta, idem niagisler de Pincebec, ut aaserit, mibi sub7enire 
non pot«i<t. 

Contra exemptos non conceditur in Concilio generali nisi in 
minimis, ut pnta epiecopi, auctoritate oi'dinaria, poseint iiitrare 
monaaterio eornm et ibidem celebrare, benedicere, et ordtnes 
conferre; in ceteris vero retinebunt privilegium eis iudultum, 

Dicitur tamen quod abbas Premonsti-ati ex certis causia 
amittet exemptionem suam, nisi habundantius a D. Papa et n 
Cardinalibus redimatur. Ad quam dicitur predictuni pi-ivilegium 
sufficere non valere. 

Itlaxima districtio me vobis in scribendo reddit desertioi-em. 
Set in premissia et ea contingentibiis me vest rum sen tie t is 
laborantem. Scituri, quod quicquid Curia patitur (ut firmiter 
spero) obtinebo. 

In commissione veetra a vobis impetrata, non fuit facta montio 
de Capitulo generali, nee in citatioue ; et ideo oportct de novo 
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plunk fiMere. Dicit tmmen D. Gmnemiiis, quod bene sofficiiiiit in 
k!>e cma. Templabo tamen fiieere in omni parte bus expetrmtis 
quatennt Caria potitar. Et TieadonibvB indictis intendo dcMni 



Si dicta canaa in palatio rel oormra alio Cardinali fbiaaet, bene 
fcelMem os negotia nostra pro niodioo. Set coram Ddmino Petzo 
pro aliqna erogatione vel elEisioiie pecnnie fix poesamns aliqnam 
jn^tiam obtinere. 

Scriptom Vienne Tin. die MaiL 
t9Jh, lutendo habere dictam inhibitionem sub Balla» et alia | in 
Testris Uteris contenta expedire, et tnnc Tenire domL Scientes 
qnod sobito non po88iint per Toe transnusa ordinari nee compleri. 

Ut dicitoTy abbas Premonstrati compoeidt pvo retentione 
privil^ionim in decern millibos florenomm qnoad Dominom 
Papain; et onaaqaiaqoe de Caidinalibos habebit centum Bore- 
norom. Set credo bene fiuxre. Valete. 

U W^. 29. Mandate of Adam, Abbot of Prteootri, to Abbot of Laagdon 

^*^^^ to abiolTO Eii«^ Abboti, if penitnt. 

Many in England have heen for a long time disobedient 
and reheUiouM; but, desirous of their welfare, if tkey will 
promise to obey the rules of the Order, he mag absolve them, 
and dispense them at his discretion from penalties ; but must 
enjoin salutary penance, and, if they demand it, arrange for 
suitable confessors; acting with full delegated powers. 

P. fol. 68. Adam, Dei patientia, Premonstrati abbas, venerabili in Christo 

{h^J^^oi. fratri, abbati de Langedona, salutem et sinceram in Domino 

cantatem. 

Cum ecclesie nostri Ordinis in Anglia longo tempore, Domini 
timore rejecto, nobis et etiam Ordini, in multarum animamm detri- 
mentnm, inobedientes extiterint et rebelles ; et plures snbditorum 
nostromm dicte terre, sicnt intelleximus, ad cor redire cnpiant, 
soarnm volentes animarnm saluti consulere : 

No8 etiam eorundem, quantum possumus, cum Divino adjutoriO| 
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saluti et statut prospero cupieDtes de salubri reniedio providere ; 
vobia ftDctoritate preeentium concedimue, ut ei qui tiubditonini 
ecclesiarum AnglicADarutn ad dos et Ordinem, siciit decens fuerit, 
reverti voluerint; recepto ab eisdem juramento, quod nostris et 
Ordiuis stare debeant iDandatis, et de cetcro (tanquatn filLi obedi- 
entie) finnit«r obedire, ipsos misericorditer absolratis ; et cum 
eisdem etiam diapensetis secundum discretionem vestram, eisdem 
salutarem penitentiam iajungeDtes; et, si pet ierint, etiam eisdem 
de confeesoribus idoaeis conaulatis; et quotiescanqne vestro indi- 
gueriot auxiHo et consiHo, loco nostri et aiictontate noHtra, eiedem 
vestnim patrocinium liberaliter concedatia; habentes in predictis 
nostrani plenitudinem poteetatis. 

Datum anno Domini MCCCXlIi, id crastino B. Mathie Apostoli, 



30. Agreement between Adam, Abbot of Pr^montrl, and the EngUah I3ie. 
Abbots, made in General Chapter, whereby Concord was re- 
eitabliihed after the dispute abont Sabsidiet. 

To end ihf old ditpuU, it i» agreed that, intlcad of Eng- 
lith abbotn undergoing danger and eJpenie (>f going yearly fo 
Frimoniri for general Chapter, only tlie yearly VititorM »hull 
do ao, and if they he prevented, to he tkere repreamted by tlirir 
prior or an approved eano^i. If pretence of others may be 
judged eipedienl or neeettary, they are to be tpecialli/ aiiin- 
named. The abbot of Pr^monlrf to vUU the Englitk hounea 
ttrarly through kit Yi*ifor. Limitt of autlwriti/ of theic 
Vititon, Collettions not to be made except according to rttir, 
and approved by Clmpltr. Eegulationt about guehpaymcnt*. 
Rulei for proctor), nciely ■ created abhote, and apoitalc*. 
Nun4 of tht order to be encloted. 



Universis preseutes literas iuspecturia Adam, Dei patienlia, r. tol. 50. 
lonstrati abbas et abbatuin eji 
rale, salntem et notitiam veritatis. 



Premonstrati abbas et abbatuin ejusdem Ordinis CapitiJum gene- jj^g if^"^""' 



' This composition, foUowiog. bul belween the nbbot on); (and not, as here, 
betveen the abbot tmil eeneml Chapter) of rcimontre and the English abbots of 
VOL. 1, K 
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Altercattoneui aDtiquau, inter nos ex parte una et i]Uosdam 
abbates de Anglia ex alters, dintius in Romana Curia agitatam, 
Bopire volentes, ac finem litibua imponere, et animatnm saluti 
providere cupientes, ad pacem et concordiam cum dictis abbstibus 
devenimus et coniposnimus, in modam eiibsequentem. 

Licet abbates Anglie non multum distent a Premonstrato, nbi 
teDeturannnatimCapituium generale; propter tamen sumptnoguin 
et periciilosum maris tranBitum, concedimus eis, ex gratia epetiali, 
qnod aiiJiis singTiHs annui Visitatorea cujuslibet circarie dicti regni 
generate Capitiilumvisitare personaliter tenebuntur, exceptia impe- 
dimentiB in privilegiis et statutis Ordinis expressis, in quo ' abbates 
taliter impediti priorem aut aliuin caitonicum auani, cum inondato 
expresao de potestate jiirandi in animam mittentis, de dictis 
impedimentis, loco aui t«nebuntur destinai-e. 

Et si domino Premonstratensi autgenerali Capitulo, necessitate 
aut iitilitate Ordinis se\i cauua rationabili pensatis expediena vide- 
retnr, ignod plurea nbbatea, quam annul ViEitatores et abbates de 
novo creati, in generali Capitulo personaliter interessent, tunc, per 
doroimim Premonstrati aut per generale Capitulum, alii abbates 
circarie' posaent (et citationis caii^a in citatorio poneretur) et 
citaticomparcrepersonalitertenentur; alioqui puniantur secundum 
privilegia Ordinia et statuta. Mec alias quatn ex causis hac com- 
positione contentls abbates dicti regui personaliter minime teae- 
buntnr.* 

Item dominus Premonstratensis, qui pro tempore fuerit, potent 

omnes ecclesias regni Auglie, Scotie et WalUe, pront sua interest, 

- omni anno personaliter visitare. Qui, si per se jj visitare nolnerit, 

poterit et alios Visltatoi-es, de quinque annis in quinque annos, qaoa 

de dicto regno a latere suo mittere volnent. Abbates dicti regni 

he OrJar, and dated from S. Andrew's in Nemore, diooesa ol Amiens, Thnrsda.T in 
Cana Domini. 131Q, is printed in ]Iueo'a Sacri el Can. Ordinis Praiumslralentis. 
vol. i., coll. 34-G. In Ibe notes are e'ven ftn; readings la Hugo whidi iroald 
appeat to be better thiui Peck's URoaciipt. 

' Hu;ni reoils : in quo cant. 

■ nngo mdE : dfnri. ' Hubo r«ada cifnt liiidir. 
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de expenais transitus seu passagii maris nihil solvent, set tantum 
sibi et 61113 vite necesBaria procurabunt, aecuDdum privilegia 
Ordiuis et statuta. Et taliter destinati evectionum uDineruni in 
iitatutis coDteutum servare tenebiiatiir. Nee ad depositionem 
abbatiim potenmt extendere manus stias, set hunc articahitu 
generali Capitulo aut domino I*ienionatrati reeervabunt; niei 
aliqiia eccleaia diet! regni in spiiitualibus Beu temporalibns ita 
vacillaverit, quod de eadera priua domino Premonstrati, per patrei^ , 

abbatem vel annuoH VisitaUires, querimonia dt^feratnr. 

Item in general! Capitulo duo Visitatores annui, ad quamlibet 
circariam dicti regni visitandam, alternia annis, secnndnm formam 
Ordinia deputabuntur. Qui Visitator«s status ecclesiarum et que 
referenda fuerint, nt est in Ordine conauetum, omni axcusatione 
cessante, exceptia tantum ' impedimentis et ' privilegiis et etatutis 
Ordinia expresais, referre generali Capitulo personaliter tenebuntnr. 
Et si quemlibet Visitatornm tunc contigerit, ut premittitur, impe- 
diri, prioreni aut alium canonicum suum (nt in precedenti articulo 
premittitur) loco sui tenebitur destinare. 

Item coUecte non fient, nisi causis iu privilegiis et statutis 
Ordinia contentis. Et tunc, si faciende fuerint, causa contribu- 
tioDis et aumma totalia levanda in Capitulo generali Cai comniode 
expectare * poterit) approbabitnr ; et, per Visitatores anuuoa, 
cuilibet circarie dicti regni intimabitur. Summa sen quota sua 
(de qua summa, cuilibet ecclesie circarie * per Visitatores taxabitur 
summa sua, secundum quod habundant in temporalibua. plus vel 
niinDB) levanda et a col lectori bus generalis Capituli per dictos 
Visitatores referenda ; ita tamen quod ecclesia solvens portio || nem '■ 00. 
sibi aaaignatam, pro ecclesia non aolvente mtnime solvere tenebitur. 
Set non solveiites per generale Capitulum, ant per dominum Pre- 
raonstra tense m, vel locum ejus tenenteni, compellentur. Et dicti 
Visitatores, sen alii abbates dicti pegni in Capitulo exiatentes. 



' Hugo rekde : tamen. 
' Hugo reads : exjieclari. 



■ Hugo reads : 
' Hugo tewila ; 



52 COLUTTANEA AXGLO-PREMOXSTRATEXSIA 

compotam ^ (si volaerint) interenmt, nt aciant qaid Set in postemm 
de ooliectis, et imponetur portio moderata eoclesiis dicti regni. 

Item procuratoreSy qui pro negotiis Ordinis commTinibns proca- 
randis congtitnentar, in Capitolo (si fieri posat) de fidelitate et 
diligentia prestabont jnramentam; et, si, nrgente necessitate, 
Capitalam generate commode neqoiunt expectare, hajos jnramen- 
tam domino Premonstratensi (in presentia plnrinm abbatnm de 
qnomm oonsilio mittendi fiierint ad Cnriam) prestabitnr; et in 
sequent! Capitolo compotam reddere tenebantar. 

Item abbates de noTO creati, primo anno creationis sne, domino 
Premonstratensi et Capitnlo generali, obedientiam mannalem per- 
sonaliter facere tenebantar; * alias tamen noTO abbati primitas 
creati non fatari, nisi qaando Visitatores annai faerint depntatL 
Et si, impediente infirmitate, primo anno fieri neqaeat, dicta obedi- 
entia fiat in seqaenti. Ita tamen qaod per priorem vel aliam 
canonicnm suum, cam mandato expresso jarandi in aniroam 
mittentis (at snperios premittitur), excusare se tenebantar abbates 
taliter impediti. 

Item apostate Ordinis et alii criminosi ac notorie irregalares, 
si ad dominum Premonstratensem venerint, sea ad ejas locam- 
tenentem, absolvendi aat pro gratia impetranda, dominas Premon- 
stratensis sea locum ejus tenens, in casibus sibi concessis, ipsos 
absolvent, et saper irregularitate (si voluerint) dispensabunt ; vel 
(si sibi expediens videatur) ad abbates proprios remittent dispo- 
nendos, vel tantum ' a sententiis Ordinis absolvendos ; specificatis 
omnibus criminibus notoriis seu manifestis, cum hac additione, si 
f. GO b. sit ita. II Ad stallum autem et obedientiam nominatam non resti- 
tuentur, nisi ad intercessionem propriorum prelatorum aut Visita- 
torum annuonim, si prelati eorum se, quantum ad hoc, redderent 
nimis graves. 

* Hugo reads : compiUo, 

' Hago reftds : alias etiam fiovo abbaii Premotistratensi ereatOt non factttri, 
nisi, Ac, 

* Hugo reads: etiam. 
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Item Borores Ordinis in regno Anglie conaistentee. que, ante 
tempus nostrum, exire ' consueverunt, de cetero non exibunt ; set 
gratiam sibi factam exeiindo a nobis et Capitnio generali (c\ira 
propter lioc grave scandalum Ordini sit exortiim) penifiis revocatnus, 

Item omDia illicite atteinptata, ai que fufirint (quod absit) post 
efc contra ap|jellationem interpositaiu ad Sedem Apostolicani ex 
parte abbatum Anglie, ex certa Bcieutia revocamus; reverentia 
BGclede FremoiistratenBis et generalis Capitnli in omnibus semper 
salvis. 

Et hec omnia (ai voluerint) abbatea predicti per Curiam Ro- 
manam poterunt facere confirmari. letam enim corapositionem 
landantes et approbantes, promittiraus temporibua futuiia et tenere 
et observare velle cum effectu. 

Aeta fuenint hec anno Domini MCCCXVi. eedente nostro 
Capitulo generati. In cujus rei testlmouium Bigillum dicti nostri 
Capitnli presentibiis his duxiraus appoiienduiii. 



31. L«tter of Brother Rngii it Tofte to Abbot of Sale. (t cItm isse) 

About various butineiaes in the Roman Curia; ammigtl 
otken, the cote of John of Ora-ntham, lale abbot of Croxton; 
and fault found vnlk Matler Ralph de Sclby'e opinion. Han 
had no THoneft dealings, eo relurnt hit carte blanche, Other 
Tnoney trantactiont, at ti/ith obhots of Newhouse and Lavfn- 
den. Abbot of Croxlau'i plane. Rali'h de Selby thinha abbot 
of Croxton will be restored. 

Homillima recommendatione premissa, seipsum totum et qnic- P. fol. 77. 
quid poterit commodi, reverentie, vel bonoria. |_ 4g'|,.j^^'''' 

Pater carissime, quia uullam obi igationem, nomine vestro aut 
abbatia de Croxton, Lnmbardo Londoniia liberavi, idcirco in signum 
evidens bujus facti mitto vobia impreaaiouem sigiili vesiri od album 
cedulam per vos Leicestrie appositam, et mihi ibidem per vos sub 



' Hugo reads : exir 
reading is tlie correct oi 



Tlic coutext sbov 
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Cro^on ipeas x marcos Rome recipiat et exponat in negotio saprft- 
dicto ; (juod dictus Lurabardua promisit libentissime se factnmm. 

Abbas etiam de Welbefc fuit septimana preterita Lincolnie : et 
(|iiidHm de nostris ibidem secani lociiti fuerniit ; set nullum verbum 
I. IS b. vel litavam abbati aat mibi ali<|ualiter || destinavit. 

Alia habeo vobia ecribere, tnm de Ordine ijuam da concordia de 
Neuhous et Brodeholiiie ; set me impedit featina arreptio itineris 
preseDtis portatoriB. Et ideo ad presena non ptura. Sed ad felix 
regimen gregis vestri voa conservet feUcitor in longevum Trinitos 
increata. Scriptum cum magna festinantia, die S. Cutliberti, mane. 

Per Hugonem de Tofta, vestrum hiimilem oratorem. 

Reverendo in Chrieto patri ac D. D. abbati de Data. 



B I33S). 32. Sepont of Sabndiea at Barlings by reaton of King's Prohibition. 

The proctor of Newhoute and Hai/neby drpoiilt the 
Subsidies for two year* from tkoie Juiuset, bi/ reiuon of tke 
king't inhibition, at Barlingt, togeUier with a Hatemenl that 
when the royal litmce ahall be obtained he loill forward the 
tum» to Premontri at »oon a» poteible. 

John, abbot oj Primonlri, !m» complained that 8nbtidiet 
for two years have been withheld, and he wanted the taoneg 
on aceoKnl of lawsuit* in tke Roman Curia, at Bkeimi, and 
ehewhere. Hence he, tlie proctor of Alan, abbot of Neuiliouie, 
and William, iiihot of Hagneby, hat the said uttnu ; but the 
Jiing'g edict againel sending money abroad under pain of out- 
lawry prevents its transmi**ion ; hence he has deposited the 
iiinu at Barlings. When posnble it sJiall be sent. MeanwhiU 
the said abbots are to be held free of blame. 



r. fol. 79. 
(Ileg. Prem 



In Dei nomine. Amen. Cum nuper venerabilis pat«r dominua 
Johannes, D. g. abbas monasterii PremonstratenBie, prelatos 
ordinia Premonatratenais regni Anglie moveri demandaverat, at 
contributionem sen talliam Ordinis, a dnobua annis ultimo preteritia 
ab ipsts Bolvi ueglectam (ut idem pater aaserit) aut eidem tradant, 
vel ad generate Capitulum afierant vel tranBmittant ; significa* 
verat^ue eisdem, quod propter multas et graves Utee quas habet in 
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Romana Curia, Remys, et alibi, ordinata fiiit tallia duobua aonis 
aoWenda, 

Ego procurator dominomm Alani monaBterii de Neuhouse et 
Willielmi monasterii de Hagneby, abbatnin, rpgni AngliP, Oi-dinis 
PremonstrateiiBis, Lin coin ien sis diocesis, protestor, pro diet is 
abbatibus et coQvetitibus monasteriorum eorundem et eoram qno- 
libet, 

ipsos tanqaam filioa obedientie, et eorum quemlibet, relle dicto 
patri et Capitnlo general! per omnia obedire, et eoram mandata 
caaoDica sen injunctionea recipere et perficere in omnibas reve- 
rentor, (juatenas ex regiila dicti Ordinia artari poterunt et debebunt, 
sive ex consuetudine ant de jure ; 

veram, quia, per statutum regium super hoc editum, universis 
religioais mouasteriorum quorumcunque regiii Anglie [ne] alii[ua- 
lit«r mittant ; etiam suis eiiperioribus vel aliis quibusciinque, sub 
pena gravis forisfacture et amissionis bonorum suorum temporal iiiiu 
sicontrariam duxerint atiqualiterfacien||dum ; et propter hoc trans- (' 79 b. 
itu9 maris adhuc non patet alicui securus viai'um ; quia discrirniua 
imminent manifeste ; unde prefati doniiai abbates penam predictani, 
obsessioues, depredation es, itinerum et necis periculum non im- 
merito metnent«s ; voluntat«ni tamen prestntionespredictassolvondi 
optinentes, si, propter metum bujusmodi et penam predictam, hoc 
facere anderent; et ne possit eis inobedientiam impingi in hao 
parte, sine culpa; 

dictus abbas de Xeuhous, fiexaginta solidos ; et dictua abbas 
de Hagueby xxim. b. sterlingoruiu (»d quos iirestationes predicte 
monaateria predicta contingentes Be extendunt) quatenus saltern 
potenint et audeant hac vice, propter hiijus penam et pericula, ex 
nunc per me procuratorem predii-tum solvunt : 

Et ego, ipsorum abbatmti, conventuuni euoram et mouas- 
terionim quorundam nomine et eorum ciijuslibet, solvo consignatos 
in ede sacm (scilicet, in monasterio de Barlyuges, Lyncolnie 
diocesis predicte, penes abbateui et ojuedem monasterii conven- 
tum) ad opus predict! patris et CapituH geoeralis, in sabsidium 
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predictum, deponendo cum ipsis. Eidem patri et Gapitulo generali 
mittere non andeant, sea audeat eonim aliquis, ut predicitnr in 
present!. Volant tamen pi*edicti domini mei, quod ex nunc pro 
solutis babeantur. 

Et protestor ego procurator predictus, nomine quorandam 
dominorum abbatum et eorum cujuslibet, coram vobis domino 
abbate de Barlynges et conventu, presens depositum facio ; quod, 
quam cito a dicto D. rege licentia ad hoc haberi, vel aliter solatio 
sive missio dicte pecanie dicto patri et Gapitulo generali fieri 
poterit absque gravi dispendio monasteriorum predictorum ; dictos 
LX. solidos pro monasterio de Neuhoas, et xxiiii. solidos pro 
monasterio de Hagneby, sepedictis patri et Gapitulo generali, pi*e- 
fol. SO. fati abbates de Neuhous et de Hagneby, domini mei, || in hac pai*te 
mitti procurabunt et facient de eisdem plenarie respondere. 

Et ego, procurator predictus, rogo yos, dominum abbatem et 
conventum de Barlynges predictos, ut literas vestras mihi et 
dominis meis predictis concedere velitis, in testimoniam et fidem 
omnium premissorum. 

1886. 33. Letter of Exooie to Chapter at Pr£montr6. 

Statement by abbot of Daile of hi» inability to attend 
general CJutpter at PrimontrS, by reason of the war then 
raging between England and France. 

Beaton and nature combine to deter him from running 
rislce : hence William, abbot of Dale, Vieitor of the Midlande, 
deputed to general Chapter to be held in 1886, aseerte thtU 
after making his visit in due form he uws prepared, as bound, 
to attend Chapter, and for that purpose got as far as Dover: 
finding there that tJie road was unsafe by sea and land at the 
liands of enemies, and mindful of the hinges prohibition^ and 
believing the reports to be true, and not invented by himself^ 
lie da/re not proceed further, 

P. foL 64. In Dei nomine, Amen. Gum^ juxta sanctiones canonicas, quia 

f^in^'b.) °^^ audeat, nee aliqua ratione audere debeat. per loca eeu mai'e 
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admodum populosa muUum potenter, ac in eum qiialitei'cunqiie 
odio provocnta, ad iter ee ponere, sea consiBtorii hujag loci aubire 
jndicinm, in faoBtium einu Be repon«re, seu ad mortem vei peri- 
culum mortis ultroneum se offerre ; <{uinimo hec de jiire timeantiii", 
de bono moria ' viteutur : hec refugit ratio, hec abhoireat natura ; 
ac beneficiiim protestationis in cambus hnjusfmodi], in forma 
juris faciende ad cautelam, non immerito sit inventtim. 

Ego frat«r Willielmus, permissione Divina, abbaa monaaterii 
de Dala, Ordinis PremonatratensiSj Coventrie et Liclifeldie dio- 
cesis, ac Visitator metlie circarie ipsius Ordinis in Anglia, sob 
certa forma, per Capitnlnm generale nostrum, pro anno Domini 
Mcccxxxvi. (proiit idem Ordo exigit) deputatns ; protestando 
assero, dico et constant^r affirrao, ac cum efiectu protestor, 

(juod, post hujurt Visitntionia ofticiam michi licet indigno nuper 
commissum, et, eicut filio obedientie decuit, in omnibus (prout 
Bens dederit) congruiB tempore et loco completum ; ut, in eodem 
Capitulo generali, Oi-dinis predict!, futtirns et receptunis, quoad 
jtire fuerit et Ordini convenerit Bupradicto, personaliter et auflS- 
cicnter inatructus, satis permatiire iter arripui, et continuandn 
usque ad Doveriara, non sine magno periculo et metu maris, ac 
per loca minus tuta notorie accessi. Auditis tandem et veri- 
eimilitar intellectis, quod ulterius non esset mihi nee alicui 
excnsatori meo in ea parte in enndo et redeunilo iter tutum, turn 
propter prohibitiones regis et regni, turn propter inimicorum et 
hostiitm regni An || glicani iasidias manifeatas, tarn in terris f. M b. 
cjuam in mart ad mala perpetrandani pinrimum vigilantanm liiis 
diebus : 

protestor, quod ulterius tain periculoso itineri non aodeo me 
Bupponpi* quovismodo. 

Et juro ego, abbas predictus, ad hec eancta Dei e^ongetia pei- 
nie corporaliter tacta, pi-emisaa omnia et singula, sicuti premit- 
tuntur, me credere certitudinaliter vera ease. 



' So ia Peck's tr&nacript, 
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Et juro specialiter, quod in hac parte nnlliim impedimenti 
affectatom appoeui, nee procnravi, sen feci apponi ; set absque 
omni Ectione, machinatione et dolo per me factis, impedimenta 
hujuB[modi] contigerunt. 

Et quod de meo ex habundanti oonferrem, si valere poterit ad 
hoc, quoad mihi pateret in casibus iter tutum. 

Premissa protestor et juro oonjunctim et divisim, jure, bene- 
ficio corrigendi et addendi in omnibus semper salvo. 



SO Jmi7, 1S4S. 31 Copy of King*! Letter finrbiddiiig the Payment of Tribute beyond 

the Seat. 

King to the Sheriff of Northumberland, Leartu that 
abbots of Premontri Order beyond the 9eaM hone went word to 
thote in England to $end tribute without delay. If allowed^ 
it would cause grave loss to him and his whole kingdom. 
Wishing to forestall this, he orders him to forbid all superiors 
in his district from obeying, but that they pay in the amount 
thus due abroad to the Exchequer, And he is to order all 
superiors in his district to appear before the Treasurer and 
Barons of the Exchequer before 8L MichaeVs day, to answer 
for arrears since the date when the alien houses were taken 
over, since which date they should have been paid to the king. 

A. fol. 54 b. Rex vicecomiti NordanhumbriaB salutem. Quia datum est nobis 

intelligi quod abbates de Ordine Premonstratensi de partibus trans- 
marinis certos nuncios sues omnibus abbatibus et prioribus eis 
subditis in Anglia miserunt quod apportum dictis abbatibus de 
partibus transmarinis per dictos abbates et priores debitum sine 
dilacione mittant ; ^ quod si tolleraretur in nostri et tocius r^^ni 
nostri grave dampnum cederet manifeste. Nos, volentes indempni- 
tati nostre prospicere in hac parte, tibi precipimus firmiter in- 
jungentes quod omnibus et singulis abbatibus et prioribus Ordinis 
predicti in balliva tua ex parte nostra prohibeas ne aliquod hujns* 

' In MS. vicilant. 
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modi apportum ad dictas putik^s transmariiiaa de cetero inittant 

qiiovismodo, Sed qnod idem apportuin sic supperioribus debitum 
ad Scaccarium nostrum iiidilate deferant nobis ibidem soivfiidum. 
Et venire facias coram TheBaurario et Baroiiibusdo Scaccario nostro 
opud Weatmonasteriiim in crastino .Saucti Michaclia omnes abbatea 
et priores de Ordinibns pre<lictia infra ballivam tuam predictam 
reaidentes, ad satisfaciendum nobis de arreragio dicti apporti a 
teropon- ([uo tj^rre et possessioneB rfligioaorum alienigenaruni in 
nostro regno Anglie capte fiierint. certis de cansia in mannm 
nostram bncQsqne, et unde ipai abboti^a et prioi-ee Ordinis pre- 
dictonim ' nobis de tempore illo satiafecissi- debuerunt et nondiim 
inde, ut dicitur, satisfecerint. Et habt-aa ibi nomina predictonim 
abbalum ' et priornin in balliva tua residencium et boc breve. 

T. R[oberto] de .Sadingtone apud Westinonasterium xx die 
Jnlii anno regni nostri Anglie xvii, regni vero Francie iiii'". 



36. letter of Abbot of Begham to Abbot of Dale. 8 j^o'^ 

Slatet that Petri; abbot r*/ PTimoiitn'. what teith war iu 
hit neighbowrhood. what toith erpenie of obtttining new privi- 
lege*, M muck iiiipoveriihed, hut inmrred Iteavy debt, and 
therefore hat pelHioned the EnglUh abbola to come to hit aid 
with a liberal gift ; wherefore the abbot of Begkam atha the 
ohhott of Dale, Newhaute, Barlingi, Wclbrch, Croxfon, and 
Balet Owen to meet at Qrantham lo diteast the matter. 

Venerabili in Gbristo confratri nostro, domino abbati de Daln, p. M, Co. 
salntem et fratemam in Domino caritatem. f^'70'h'r'" 

Frater karisainie, scire digitetur vesti-a fraternitaa, quod 
reverendiasimua in Christo pater et D. D, Petrus, Premonstrati 
abbas, inter cetera nobis scripsit : 

quod, propter infelicissima infortunia per ducem Orliaceum et 
suos complices nunc tandem iiiducta (quod magis dolendum est), 
deterioratuB eat plus quam in XXY. millibua coronis ; quid in 

' So in MS. T reail prrdkii. ' In MS. abbalonaa. 
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amiamone vinonmiy bladonun, et ceteromin animaliom ; quid in 
ablatione aliomm bonoram suomm, et oombostume maneriomm 
saorum exterioram et molendiiKmim : 

et qood propter hQJii8[modi] gaerras, Ci^tiiliim generale non 
stetit ad plenam hoc anno apad Premonstratom, proat fieri solebat ; 
set, com abbatibos et procaratoribns iliac cansa pretacta adirenien- 
tibos, Consilinm haboit apad Farre generale. 

Et similiter in eisdem Uteris reperimos, qaod idem reverendis- 
simas pater moltam miratar, qaod alii confiratres nostri, abbates 
Anglicani, non comparaeront ad generale Capitalam, at tenebantnr, 
nee in personis sais propriis, nee per procaratores saos; nee 
miserant iliac aliqaas summas, pro diversis expensis fiictis per 
ipsam reverendissimam patram et procaratores saos in Caria 
Bomana, pro defensione Ordinis et execatorio et oonservatorio 
privilegio exemptionam jam de novo impetratanun ; et specialiter 
pro qaibasdam privilegiis pro nobis in Anglia ibidem impetratis 
1 66 b. (qaoram con || servator est abbas Westmcmasteriensis, Londonii) 
qae nobis cam aliis Uteris propter festinationem non transmisit ; set 
ea nobis in brevi transmittenda promisit ; qai affirmat se et monas- 
teriam saam Premonstratense predictam obUgari camere D. Pape 
et diversis Cardinalibus Curie Romane, quid propter renovationem 
veteroram^ privilegiorum, qaid propter impetrationem novorum 
privilegiorum in fatarum contra diocesanos premaxime profec- 
turam, in plas qaam vi. millibas ooronis; de qaibas oportet 
ipsam transmittere tria millia ad Ck>nsiliam generale qaod fiet in 
mense Aprilis proximo fataro. 

Insaper scire dignetar vestra fratemitas reverenda, qaod Balla 
conservantie nostri Ordinis impignoratar Londonii in laicis manibns 
(quod magis inhonestam est) pro xxx. s. Qaare vestram con- 
siUam et consensum habere vellemas, atram nos ipsam redimeremas 
communibus expensis Ordinis, an non ? 

Et revera item reverendissimas pater sappUcat, in predictia 

> So in Peck's transcript ; read veierum. 
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snis literis, omiubas et dcgulis coabbatibus suia Anglie, at. solum- 
modo pro hoc instanti tempore necessitatis, pro bajus espensaa 
snpportando, ne quid moleste ferent nee se escnsarent per aliqua 
etatata regia. Nam in eisdem Uteris refert, ' nunc adest tempiis 
bellandi contra diucesanos et alios no^ri Ordinis insidiatores.' 

Et. at nobis videtur, in quanto possumas nos tenemur, pro hac 
rice tantum, in sua premaxima necessitate, juxta posse nostrum, 
aliqualiter voluntati aae condescendere ; jnxta illud Sapientie, qai 
amicus est onini tempore, amicus e^t et in tempore necessitatis 
comprobatus.' Et a fortiori, ipse nuii solnm amicus est, set et 
pat#r. Kt naturaliter filii patris pauperiem supportare tenentnr, 

Et niterins frater Johannes Boni Temporis miiltum desiderat, 
in nomine iliius reverendiseimi patris nostri Petri abbatis Prenioii- 
stratensis, communicare cum omnibus prelatis nostri Ordinis in 
Anglia causa pret^acta. 

Qaare, nt nobis bonum et honestam ac rationi consonum 
^■idetar, vellemns vobiscum et cum venerabilibus conrratribus 
noetris de Newhous, Barlyngs, Welbek, Croxton et Hales primitus 
colloquium habere apud (irantham. secundo die mensis Maitii jam 
proximo futuro ; quid melius faciendum sit in omnibus et singulis 
articnlis predictlt. ac novis ordinationibus npud Ktanford ultimn 
factis conBrmandum ; pro qnibus idem revere ndissim us pater 
Petrns Premonstrati abbas, per literas siias, transmisit ad melius 
et brevius infonnandiim prefatum Johannem Boni 'J'emporis, cum 
advencrit; et nos interim laborabimus commuuibua espensis 
Ordinis pro ejus salvo conductu, vestris meliori avisiamento et con- 
siiio in omnibus et singulis supradiclis semper salvis. 

Scientes niterius, si placet, revcreadissimum in Christo patrem 
Petmm Premonstrati abbutem nobis unam novum commissionem, 
pro tribus annis durat.iiram, transmisisse, in qua inter cetera 
continetur, quod visitabimus, sub pena censurarum, hoc anno 
omnes ecclesias nostri Ordinis in Angiia ; cum gratiosa clansuJa ad 



■ FoQiided on Ptov. itii. VJ. 



64 COLLECTAN£A ANQLO-PREMONSTRATENSIA 

predictum opus levias per nos faciendum, et per omnes alios coab- 
bates et confratres nostros supportandum, viz. quod, assumpto 
nobis aliquo ydoneo canonico nostri Ordinis ad presens possumus 
visitare, nisi aliqua ardua negotia poscant contrarium, et tunc 
possumus requirere alium quemcunque coabbatem nostri Ordinis 
f. 67 b viciniorem eidem ecclesie, in qaa habuimus ardua || negotia, si fieri 
contigerint. 

Et quid in premissis vestra reverenda patemitas duxerit 
faciendum eadem nobis dignetur citra quindenam S. Hillarii jam 
proximo future literatorie certiorari. 

Ad gregis vobis commissi gratiosum et felix regimen, vos con- 
servet Trinitas increata per tempera felicia duratura. Scriptum 
apud Beghara, none die mensis Novembris, 

per abbatem de Begham. 

8 Dee. 

(! 1864.) 36. Letter from Hugh Tofte to Abbot of Dale on basinets of the 

Order. 

A certain Frenchman of ilidT Order came f rem, Canterbury, 
returning from Primontri with powers for abbot of Begham 
as Visitor ; also letters from abbot of Primontri, very sad in 
time, telling of ruin brought about by rising of duJce of 
Orleans, on a<scount of which general Chapter could not be 
held, for first time in their history. Has been ashed by abbot 
of Begham to assist him in his visit; knows not what to 
answer, Neivs of the Order and his own movements, 

P. fol. 68. Humillima recommendatione, prout decet, premissa. Pater 

f^f )^^^™ precarissime, scire dignemini, quod venerabilis pater noeter de 

Begham suas literas mihi naperrime destinavit, perqaas evidentius 
intellexi, quidum Gallicas de partibus Cantuarie (qui suus et 
noster nuntius fuerat ad Capitulum generale) naper de Premon- 
strato rediit, licet maximo cum pavore, atque unam commissionem 
dicto abbati de Begham directam ad visitandum cum aliquo Ordinis 
zelatore, prelate vel subdito, sibi assumpto nostrum Ordinem in 
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partibus Anglicanis, pev triennium dnraturam, et alias quasdam 
literea domiui Fremoiistrati secum attulit eatis trtBtes. 

In ipsis etenim Uteris (quod doIeTidum eat non modicum) 
pleniuB est conteiitum, (juod, per deteBtandam commotioiicm ducia 
AnreliaDeneis et snorum aimo preterite, in partibus Premonetra- 
tensi raoiia3t«rio convicinis, dictum moiiaBterinm Premou strati 
quasi irrecuperabiliter desolatum ; nam eorum maueria, graiigie, 
rectorie, vinee, vaccarie, prata et blada fere totaliter in iHis 
partibus vel comburuntur, vel funditiis, ut dicitur, prosteniuntnr, 

Etnlteriiis, propter commotioiiem predictam,Capitulum generale 
nostri Ordinis Premonstrati lioc anno non tenuit, ut solebat (quod 
nunquara ant^'a a noatri Ordinis primordio visum fuit). Nullua 
enim ad PremouBtratum accedere ad Capitulum ausoa fuit, propter 
pericula in illia partibus veriBimiliter im || minentia per ubique, I 
In quadam tamen civitate fortlst'ims, et optime aquis et muris per 
medium et in circuitu circnmcincta, vocata Farra (ad dictum ducem 
pertinente, et a Premonstrato per octo milliaria et panim ampliue 
distante ; ubi anno preterite bospttati fuimus bina vice) dominua 
Premonstrati cum quibusdam aliia prelatia (de Ucentia dicti 
dncis et Buorum) de negotiis Ordinie babueruDt colloquium, licet 
breve. 

Pater noater predictue de Begham mihi scripsit, ut eibi in 
visitatione fotura asaisterem juxta poEse; et inde reeponaum citra 
Natale petiit Bibi dari. Set rescribere nequeo neqne Bcio, eo quod 
dominua meus abbas ad hoc adhuc raihi distulit respondere. 

Petiit et predictua abbtis de Begham in sua litera, ut sibi ad 
Begham venirem, in quindena S. Hillarli proximo jam futura. 

Proponit etiam secundo die Martii, apuil Grantliam, vobiscura 
et cum aliis quibusdam prelatis Ordinis superioria, auper negotiia 
Ordinis pertractare. 

Dominus noster de Neuhous atat in suo proposito, aicut priua ; 
Bet ipsiua executionem hactenua volantarle retardavi. Timeo quod 
Willielmus Auugwyn diem eolutionia non servabif. 

Si post Natjile ad uos accesseritis, credo quod uoster magisfer 

VOL. I. y 
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una vobiscum patrem nostrum de Neuhous, recreationis causa, 
libentissime visitabit.. 

Ad vos data proxima ante festum Martini proposui accessisse ; 
set diversimode fueram ad tunc, et adhuc sum per preparationem 
et auditum compotorum prepeditus; licet hoc desiderem ultra 
modura. 

Audivi tandem quod J. Bawrwell, dominationera Johannis iilii 
regis et suorum subtiliter perquesivit et satagit, ipsorum mediante 
auxilio, restaurari; et vobis et mihi de amissione nostrorum 
I. 69. capitum, prout intus, comminatur ; et in yestris partibus, || et comi- 
tatu Notinghamie, atque Leicestrie, et Londonii sepius ut dicitur, 
visus fuit. 

Et propterea miror non modicum, quod pater noster de Welbek 
non facit melius prosequi contra ipsum. Videtur enim mihi 
onmimodo faciendum, quod dictus pater noster de Welbek, una 
cum aliquibus specialibus amicis sui monasterii, assumptis secum 
omnibus actibus abbatis de N(euhous) Londonium se transferat sine 
mora ; et D. regi certificet per omnia, quid est factum ; et omnia 
acta abbatis de N(euhou8) per Parliamenta faciat roborari. 

Multa alia vellem vos literarie referre, set temporis brevitas 
non permittit. Ad gregis vestri felix regimen vos conservet 
feliciter increata Tiinitas, nunc et semper. Scriptum cum maxima 
festinatione tertio die Decembris. 

Per vestrum humilem oratorem, fratrem H. de T[ofte]. 

Beverendissimo in Christo patri, ac domino sno specialissimo, 
domino abbati de Dale.* 

* There is an interval between this and the following document of 104 years. 
The foregoing papers were probably collected by Bishop Bedman as precedents. 
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37. Letter cUlming; Snbaidiea for Frfiiiontre. ] 

ItUIuird Redman, abbtit 0/ Sliap {after biilioji of SI. 
Aiaph lie.), and committanj-general of Simon, abbot of 
Pri'HOTtM, to abbot of Wrlbrch, warning him lopreient 8ttb- 
ridiet duf from him for paal and pretimt yean at lite op- 
proaehing Viaitation. 

Willvittit Welbfcltnext 9ihof Deeembrr, to be met and pro- 
vided for on 8lh III Papplciiriek ; to be ready to pay Subtidxet 
at IJiat date, and topay benrer of prctent letter*. 

Ricardns etc. vcnerabili in Chriato fratri abbati 1 
eslutem et mandatis nostris firoiiter obedire. 

Vobia sigiiificatnns, t^Dore presentium, quod nos die iioveno 
mensU Decembria proxinie futnro, bora cene vel circiter, vestr&m 
ad ecclestam, l\imino coiicedent^?, gratia visitandi, personaliter 
deecendere pi-oponimus; et ibidem, cum continnatione, proroga- 
tione dieriim precipiendo mandaintis, quat^nus omnes et aingalos 
confratres vestros, tam foris quatn intus Diatietites, qui huic noatre 
visitation! de jure et consuetudine debuerint interesse, sollicite 
conrocetis &eu convocari facialis, eos premunientes de dicta visita- 
tioat'. 

Adventns coetri causa premittentes aliquem de vestiie, eadem 
die pvedicta, Papikwyk ' ; qui pro nobis et nostris DeceFsariis eji- 
pensia ad prandenduiit de sumptibua vestris ibi provident; et dob 
et nostra ad vestmrn ecciesiam via recta salvo coiiducat. 

InsDper vobis in virtute sancte obedientie, auctoritate qua fun- 
gimur in hac parte, firmiter et districte iujungendo maudamus, 
quatenus tallias ecu coutnbutiones cammunitati noatri Ordinis per 
vos debitaset non eolutoa, pro tuittone juriuin, libertatumque dicti 
Ordinis ex antiqno rationabiliter impoeitas, iam j>n> annia relroaelw 
'piimt jiro prejienH,' omni dilatione jiostposita, die et vestro loco 
Bupradictia, reatituere curetis, 

' P«pplewick. eight miles north at Nottingham, on tho road to Welbeck. 
■ ' De his videtifl JohiinniG nbb&tU ^c Bemichiet ppiBlotam. infra, datam DfC. 7, 
1KB.' [Peck's nole.j 
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Ac etiam latori presentium de snis expensis et pro laboribos 
liberaliter satisfaciatis. 

Valeatis in Christo. Datum monasterio nostro de Heppe, etc., 
XI. die mensis Sept. anno Domini mcccclviu. 

Venerabili in Christo domino Per vest rum confratrem, 

abbati de Welbek. Bicardum abbatem de Heppe. 

4 Kftreh, 38. Hew Crommiflsion from Simon, Abbot of Pr£montr6, to Bichard 
^^••^- Bedman, Abbot of Shap. 

He recalls former commUsions to dbboU of Begham and 
8L Badegund'Sf and confers his powers in ample manner 
upon abbot of 8hap, during his, the donor^s, life. 

m^Swi Symon, permissione Divina, Premonstrati abbas, venerabili 

t95b.) ' nobis in Christo fratri Bicardo Bedmane, abbati raonasterii 

Vallis Magdalene de Heppe, nostri Premonstratensis Ordinis, 

Karliolensis diocesis, salutem in Domino et studiosam inoommissis 

diligentiam adhibere. 

Cum incumbentia nobis onera, quibus assidue premimur, 
intenta consideratione pensamus, et debilitatis nostre perspicimus 
imperfectionem qua nequivimus circa Ordinis nostri negotia debi- 
tum servitutis injuncte exsolvere ; illos, in parte nostre soUicitu- 
dinis, juxta qualitatem agendorum, libenter assumimus, per quos 
vices nostre queant et possint tam laudabiliter quam salubriter 
impleri : 

Hinc est, quod vobis (de cujus fide, industria, discretione, 
prudentia et Ordinis zelo, quem et quas, velud aurum in fomace, 
probavimus) plenam in Domino fiduciam optinentes; vobis in 
virtute sancte obedientie et sub aliis penis, nisi in hiis mandatis 
nostris debita cum diligentia perseveretis, districtissime infligendis, 
mandamus firmiter et districte mandandoque committimus, 

quatenus vos, assumpto vobiscum aliquo nostri Ordinis zelatore, 
prelate vel canonico, literate (aut pluribus, si neoeese aut ezpediens 
vobis visum fuerit, quem seu quos, similiter et quando vobis 
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placeat, mutare poteritif) anctoritate nostra visitetis aolicite omnia 
et singtila monaHteria, ecclesias, cellas, et loca caDonicoram et 
monialiam nostri Premonstratensis || Ordinia in regnis, circariis et '■ 6G b. 
omnibus partibuH Anglie, Wallie, Scotie, et Hibernie ubilibet con- 
etituta vel constitutas, tam in spiritual ibus quam in teniporalibTis, 
tarn in capite quam in menibris, Deum solum habendo pre oculis ; 
solicite et attente corrigentes et refomiantes in eisdeui, que, 
secuni^um Deum, privilegia et regularia instituta Ordinia nostri 
corrigenda reperitis, seu etiam refornianda j 

non obstantibns quibuaciinqiie Uteris commission a li bus per nos 
abbati de Begham sen abbati S. Radt-gundis, conjnnctira seu 
divisim, sen rjuibuscimqne nostri Ordinia prelatis aut canonicis in 
prfdictie regnia, circariis et partibus constitutis ante datum pre- 
Bentium, ad jam dictas circarias et partem visitandi coucessia et 
indnltis, quas hanim serie revocamtis, cassamus et annullamus ; 
decernentes eaadeiii et declarantes nuliius roboris esse aut valoris 
tain circa ecclesias quam circa personas earundem hujus nostram 
commissionem fideliter exercentium in omnibus que pertinent ad 
Religioneni nostram in predictia regnis et circariis, reformautes 
pariter et auipliantes ; quia per voa, auxiliante Deo, Religio nostra 
tarn decore virtutum quam acqnisitione pi?rsonarum sub jugo 
nodtre Religionia degentiuiti, cum abjectione obprobrii honiinuni, 
prout spiramuB, augmentabitur. 

Ut autera in preniisais aufticiena sit vobis attributa potestas, 
prelates monasteriorum et locorum in predictis circariis et partibus 
constitutes (si qnem ant quoa inobedientes, inutilea, aut Ordinia 
nostri prevaricatorea inveneritis) suspendendi aut deponendi, 
reaignationea aut ceasiones justas causas reaignandi sen cfdendi 
pretendentium recipiendi; et (si vobis videatur utile, ac ccclcaie et 
Ordinia honestas poetulet) ipsosque ad cedendum (si videutiir 
expediena et utile) compellendi ; et ecclesiis, sic aut alias vacaiitibua, 
de novis prelatis piovidere sen provideri || faciendi ; et subjecUs (.87. 
nostri Ordinia ntriusque sexua, voce, velo, et atallo, griaea tunica 
seu obedientin nominata dispensandi ; prelutos et subditoa nostri 
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Ordinis dictorum monasteriorum, bI necesse fuerit, ad loca secreta 

oonvocandi ; et ad Capitulum vestram generale in Anglia et Scotia 

citandi; ac omnes prelatos et subditos, abbatisaas, canonicos, 

moniales et conversos, qui vobis peccata sua confiteri volaerint, 

absolvendi ; et a sententiis exoommunicationis, juris et Ordinis (a 

quibus absolvere possumus) absolvendi ; penitentiasque salntares 

eisdem injungendi ; absolutione quorumcunqne casuum nobis 

generaliter seu specialiter reservata seu reservanda non obstante ; 

ac super irregalaritate, si quam (quod absit) oontraxerint, in 

casibus duntazat nobis permissis, cum eisdem misericorditer dis- 

pensandi; cum subditis nostri Ordinis super defectu natalinm, 

super minore etate, juvennmque in religionem ingressu ; necnon 

super capacitate beneficiorum annualium seu aliorum serviciorum 

quorumcunqne in locis debitis et honestis .dispensandi et licen- 

tiandi ; omnesque subditos nostri Ordinis ad arctiorem religionem 

aacendere volentes, seu pro anime salute de uno loco ad alium, 

nostri Ordinis professionem mutare desiderantes (si a vobis 

requiratur) auctoritate nostra dispensandi, licentiandi et permit- 

tendi (ita quod hujns professionum permutatioues fiant cum 

consensu prelatorum ad quos tales professionem intendunt prestare) 

non obstantibus constitutionibus quibnscunque in contrarium 

editis ; convocationes seu generalia Capitnla omnium prelatorum 

et procuratorum conventuum in predictis regnis faciendi; et in 

pretactis convocationibus seu generalibus Capitulis, cum consensu 

prelatorum, ordinationes et constitntiones, locis et personis nostri 

Ordinb in predesignatis partibus existentibus, necessarias, utiles et 

I 87 b .honestas, tractandi, concludendi, approbandi, permn I tandi, et 

auctoritate nostra confirmandi; ipsosqne abbates et eorum oon- 

ventus, propter eminentia pericula ad quorum monasteriorum 

tutus non pateret seu patebit accessus, ad tnta loca oonvocandi et 

inibi visi tandi : ct signantes quoscnnqne prelates, per voe con- 

junctim seu divisim deputatos eos ibidem visitandi; necnon ad 

debitam relatiouem vobis faciendam super hiis que in cnrso visita- 

tionia aeu de omnibus preetitis ac statu monasterii in spiiitiialibus 
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et temporal ibuB inveniuat, per Ordinis nostri penos et censursfi 
eccleaiasticas compellendi ; post ulationes et translationes prelatoruni 
recipiendi et odmitteiidi, provisiones prelntis resign anti bus, viaia 
Buis mentis, assignanili et confirm and! ; ipsas provUiones et alias 
prias facUfi, duio tamen rationabiles secundnm Deum robis 
videantur, confiminndi vel etiam anuullandi ; uppellationes quaa- 
cnnque ad nos devolutas aive in postenim devolvendas, Fel aliia 
nostri Ordioia cominissaviia iuterjectas seu interponendas, tractaudi, 
aadiendi et terminandi ; incarcenitos vel incarcerandos educendi; 
emiasoa et emittendoa ad propria monasteria revocandi, vel alibi 
ia Ordiiiem emitteiidi : scolnrea ad studium deatinandi: prelatos 
et provisor^s ipsorum monasteriorum ad expeitsas nioderatas et 
competenter solvcndum in studio permanentibus, ptT sei\teutiam 
excommDciicationia et alios proceeaus jtiridicos, secundum Ordiuia 
nostri statuta et privilegta, compellendi, et iilia dictoa acolares 
concementia ordinandi ; et, ai aliquorum monasteriorum provi- 
aionea ad iioa per aliqaem defectum fuerint devolute, dicta 
iDonastei'ia providendi ; et provisiones per voa factas, aucloritato 
Apostolica nobis in hac parte concessa, conlirmandi ; electiones 
prelatorora esamiiiandi ; et, ai canonicas fuerint ac seciindam 
Ordinis nostri statuta et privilegia, || compellendi et celebrataa con- t 
firmandi ; et si esposcat justitia, electionea casaandi, et electoa 
reprobandi ; obedientias manuaies nobis et nostri generali Capitulo 
debit«g per prelatos dietarum circariaruni {prout tenentur) juxta 
statute, pro uobis et nomine noatro, al» ipaia prelatis recipiendi ; 
(ita pi-opter bujus obedientias, pro nobis et nomine nostro, vobis 
pre&taiidas, nullum prejudicium inferreturinfoturum, postvestrum 
decessum, nobis nostriaque succeEsoribus, nee libertatibus ac 
privilegiis noatre Premonstratensis ecclesie ; quia in omnibus et 
per omnia prelati dictai'uni circariarum, prout t<>nentur, juxta 
statnta, nobis et nostris Buccessoribua pareant et obediant) taliias 
insuper seu contributiones Ordini noatro debitas, tam de pre- 
sent! quam de n-troactia annis, auaa ecclesiaa concernentes, pro 
taitionc jiu-ium ft libertatum ipsius Ordinis jx'tendi, esigeudi, et 
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recipiendi ; acquitancias de receptis per vos sab sigillo vestro tra- 
dendi et concedendi; contra illos prelates, qui tallias seu con- 
tributiones solvere recosaverint, sententiam excommunicationis in 
suis propriis ecclesiis et aliis locis vicinis fulminandi ; et ipsos a 
dictis sententiis, si eas solverint, cum effecta absolvendi ; qaodque 
si prelatos super bos inobedientes ant (qaod absit) resistentes vobis 
/eperitis, ad privationem suamm prelaturarnm, absque mora, 
intendatis et procedere non postponatis ; eorum conventus, qui 
vobis obedire decreverint, ab obedientia ipsorum absolvendi ; et, 
ut ad novam electionem indilate procedant, auctoritatem et licen- 
tiam concedendi; expensas rationabiles et justas, per vos pro 
commnni utilitate Ordinis effusas in regnis, circariis, et locis supra- 
dictis ; ac sumptus procuratoris vel nuntii, per vos ad nos missi 
i 88 b. sen in posterum mittendi, exigendi, requirendi, || et levandi ; contra 
solvere recusantes suspendendi ; 

Et generaliter omnia et singula concludendi, tractandi, con- 
cedendi, diflSniendi et statuendi, et ligandi atque solvendi, que 
faceremus seu facere possemus si presentes essemus, quotiens et 
quando opportunum et Ordini congruum, ac ubicunqne necesse 
vobis visum fuerit, 

vobis, vita vestra durante, sine aliqua revocatione, cum nostra 
plenissima potestate, omnimodam, ut dictum est, vobis concedimus 
facultatem ; ac subdelegandi vices nostras plenam damns facul- 
tatem : 

volentes, quod, de septennio in septennium, aliquem religiosum 
nostri Ordinis vel specialem nuntium destinetis, cum dictis oontri- 
butionibus seu talliis coUigendis et per vos levandis, [qui] de 
novisque emergentibus tractandis et concludendis in vestris 
visitationibus nos plene poterit informare, nobis aut nostro Capitulo 
generali transniittere nullatenus omittetis. Contradictores et 
rebclles per censuram ecclesiasticam et alias Ordinis penas oom- 
pescentes ; invocato in hoc, si opus fuerit, auxilio brachii secularis. 

In quorum omnium et singulorum fidem, robur et testimonium, 
sigillam nostrum duximus appendendum. 
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^lai'tii, anno Domini 



I^aturn I 'rem on strati quarto die 

MCCCCLVirl. 



39. Letter of Abbot of Premoutre to English Abbots. i oi 

Simon de la Terriere. abbot of FrimonM, lo alt (lie 
member* of the Order in the British lain, informing tlinit 
that he eanceli the eommitaion at Vitilor granted to tite abbot 
of Begham became lie had wlioUii neglected the duties belong- 
ing lo his co7nmU»iot{, Apjroinli Die abbot of Shap in hia 
place, and revokes all the powers formerly granted lo the 
abbot of Begliam. [Much injured by damp.] 

Simon, porniiseione Divina Premonstratensia abbas, universis et A. ( 
singulis abbattbu=, prepositin, prelatis, canonicis, ceterieque noatri 
Onlinis [Premonstratensia] subditis salutem in Domino sempiter- 
nam. Notum facimus quod, cum alias de vita et moribns fratris 
abbatis de Begbaui nostri prefati Ordiuis [in circariis et partibus 
Anglie, Hibernie,Scocieet Wallie]' minua debits instruct! commia- 
sionetn ad vir^itandnm et reformandum raonasteria et personas nostri 
prefati OrdinU in circariia et partibus Anglii', Hibemie, Scociu 
et Wallie constituta aeu constitutoa eidem contulissemua, virtiite 
cujua commissionis tenebatur nobis et nostro geuerali Capituio 
de triennio in triennium a data sne commisaionia absque aliqua 
dilneione, tallias et contribncionea in dictia partibus nostro Ordini 
debitas suis propriia sumptibus et ©xpenais, ti-ansmeare vel aft'erre, 
et super hiis que nostrum Ordinem concemuot, et ab eo acta forent 
debits in form are, quod adimplere mioime curavit, ynio penitua et 
omnino neglexit. [Quare] pro hiis et aliia racionabilibus cauais. 
qoe noa et aniinum noatrum movere potuerunt et debneriint, prout 
in [literis eodeni scriptia] facta clare constare potest, conimiasionem 
nostram eidem abbati de Begham ut predicitur concessam revo- 
camus, caaaamua, et annullamus, volentt'S quod abbas de Heppa 
poteatate et auctoritate per noa aibi commissa uti et gaudere poasit 
et valeat, modo et forma in ipsa sua conimiaaione contentis, non 
■ Tbe woriig in brackets are cancelleJ in MS. 
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obstantibus quibuscumque per prefatum abbatem de Begham in 
contrarium allegatis sea allegandis. In cujus rei testimonium, 
sigillum nostrum Uteris presentibus duximus apponendum. Datum 
apud Sanctum Quintinum in Viromandia, in domo nostre habita- 
cioniu, anno Domini mgccclxvi^ die primo mensis Octobris. 

7 Get. 1406. 40. Faculties granted to Abbot Redman. 

[Imperfect, A leaf is missing in the Register^ Com- 
mission granted to Abbot Bedman by tJie abbot of Frimontri^ 
giving faculties to exercise the fuU powers of a Visitor. The 
faculties are granted for twelve years even sJwuld the grantor 
die. [Much injured by damp,] 

• ••••• 

A. fol. 8. sic vobis attributa potestas prelatos ipsarum ecclesiarum si 
quem aut quos inutiles nostri Ordinis [prevaricatores] invene- 
ritis deponendi, resignaciones seu cessiones prelatorum justas et 
racionabiles causas resignandi seu [cedenjdi, pretendentium re- 
cipiendi, et ecclesiis sic aut alias vacantibus de novis prelatis, salvo 

jure patronorum ac illorum quorum interfuerit provideri 

faciendi. Et subditis nostri Ordinis super voce et stallo ac 
obediencia nominata, ad preces propriorum prelatorum, debite dis- 
pensandi ; prelatos et subditos dicti Ordinis in dictis partibus, si 
neeesse fuerit, ad secura loca sine cujusvis viventis prejudicio 
convocandi ; ac omnes subditos nostri [Ordinis] qui vobis peccata 
sua conBteri voluerint, a sentenciis excommunicacionis et Ordinis 
absolvendi ; ac super irregularitate si quam, [quod] absit, oontaraxe- 
rint, in casibus duntaxat nobis premissis, dispensandi ; generalia 
Capitula sive convocaciones prelatorum et procuratorum conven- 
tuum faciendi, et ad dicta Capitula sive convocaciones eoedem 
citandi seu citari faciendi ; et pretactis generalibus Capitulis sive 
convocacionibus, cum consensu prelatorum et procuratorum convene 
tuum, ordinationes pro locis et personis nostri Ordinis in dictis 
partibus existentibus, necessarias, utiles et honestas, tractandi et 
{aciendiy et eas confirmandi vel abolendi. Expensas racionabiles 
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et justfis per vos pro Ordine eS'usas tevandi, provisioneg prelatis 
resignantibas visis suis ineritis assignandi, et ipsaa provisiones et 
alias prills factas, dum tainen racionabiles Becundiim Deum vobis 
videfntur] confimiandi ; appellacioneH quaficunque ad uoa devotutas 
terminaudi; incarceratoa edacendi ; eniissos ad propria mouastcria 
revocandi vel alibi in ordine dimittentli ; postiilaciones prelatorum 
recipiendi et admittenOi ac eciam translacioQes ipsorum recipiendi ; 
scolarea ad studium destinandi ; prelates et provisores suorum 
monasteriorum, qui ad suaa expensaa solvendas potentes fuerint ; 
ad expensas competentee et necessarias in studio, per sentenciam 
excommuiiicacioiiia et alios pi-ocessus juridicoa, secundum nostn 
Ordinis etatiita et privilegia, compelleQdi et alia dtctos scolares 
concemencia ordinandi ; electiones prelatorum examinandi, si juste 
fuerint et secundum statuta nostri Ordinis celebrate, confirmandi : 
et si aliquorum monasterioram provisiones ad noa per aliqnem 
defectuTii fuerint devolute, dictis moDasteriis pi-ovideudi et pro- 
visiones hujusmodi auctoritate ApostoLica nobis in line parte con- 
cessa conCmiaiidi, et prelatos et cauouicos nostri Ordinis dictarum 
parcium a sentenciis latis in ultimo generali Capitulo absolvendi. 
Preterea, com aliqiia eeclesiarum vestrnrum de Begliam et Sancte 
liadegundis, spiritualium nostrarum filiarum nobis immediate 
Eubjectarum, vacare contigerit, abbas alterius ecclesie ac eciam 

prior si simul abbas vaeare contigerit, eleccioneni et 

valeat regere atque dirigere eciam et confirmare, vobis concedimus 
facullat«m et nostrain pienariam paternaleni [potestatem]. Insuper 
obedienciaa manualea nobis dehitas per prelates in partibus Anglie, 
Hibemie, et Waliie nt pretnittitur constitutes, pro nobis et nomine 
nostro, ab ipsis prelatis diim simul fuerint ac eciam magna pars 

fnerit convocata ecu convocati et propriua [recipiendi ; 

ita] quod obedienciam pro nobis et nomine nostro vobis faciendam, 
non prejudicabunt nee inferent prejudicium in futuris [temporibusj 
nostris succesioribng [nee] libertalibiis nostre i'renionstratengis 
ecclesie; [quia] in omnibus et per omnia, prout tcnentur, juxta 
Btatnta et priviiegia nostra pareant et obediant,percipienduni. Et 
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omnia et singula dicta et eadem tangencia aliis prelatis nostri Ordiuis 
in parte et in toto committendi et subdelegandi, vobis [noetre] 
potestatis plenissime juxta statuta et privilegia nostri Ordinis, 
cum cujuslibet cohercionis auctoritate concedimus, facultatibus 
non obstantibus quibuscunque, aliis commissionibus et Uteris per 
no8 [hucusque] expeditis, quas prout fatnm esse dinoscitur de 
causis ex certa scientia, tenore presencium, revocamus, atque cassas, 
nullas et irritas declaramus, earum literarum et commissionum 
tenorem et execucionem vestri ad arbitrium totaliter remittendo. 
Cetenim, ut banc et alias commissiones oonveniencius valeatis 
exequi, contradictores et rebelles per censuram ecclesiasticam com- 
pescatis, invocando ad hoc, si necesse fuerit, aaxilium brachii 
secularis. Presentes quoque literas usque ad xii annos in nostra ac 

eoiam in nomine successorum nostrorum, Premonstra- 

tensis ecclesie abbatum, volumus et concedimus in pleno suo robore 
et virtnte [peimanere]. In cujus rei testimonium, sigillum nos- 
trum litteris prestnitibus duximus apponi. Datum apud Sanctum 
Quintinum in Viromandia, in domo nostre habitacionis, anno Domini 
Mcccc sexagesimo sexto, die septima mensis Octobris. 

1470. 41. Bating of Premonttratensian Honset in the year 1470. 

MtuU for the purpoie of taxation by tlte Abbey of 
Primontri, 

tol. 54 b. Taxacio per abbates de Neuhous et de Barlinges anno gracie 
Millesimo et [sic] Ixx. Australis circaria : Leistona — Ixvi*. viii*^. 
Langelev — lvi\ viii**. Derhame — IviV viii**. Sancta Radigundis 
— xl". Langedona — xxx». Torr — hi", viii'*. Tichefelde — lvi\ 
viii'*. Beghame — 1". Derforde— 1*. Byley — ^xxx". Wendlenge — 

x". Summa xxv". iiiV iiii**. Tawlew — Ixx".^ 

Neuhous — IxxWV viii*^. Croxtona — Ixvi". viii**. Wdbeck — 
lxvi«. viii**. Barlynges— Ivi" . viu'*. Sulby— Ivi'. viii^. Halles— 

1 The if 85 Ss. 4J. stated in the text as the sum total does not inehide this 
£8 10«. received from Talley. 
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Ivi'. viii^. Bellura capad — xlv'. Dala — xlv*. Tupholme — xxx\''. 
Lavenden — xxvi'. v'm^. Haneby — xs*. Nenbo — xx.' 

Alnewj'k — Ixx'. Sancta Agatha — Ixv". Blancalanda — 1', 
Cokersoiites — Izv". Heppa — x'. Coverham — sxx», Eglistona 
—xlv 



42. VtAgmmt of & letter, apparently from Richard Redman, Bishop DndBUd. 

of St. Aaaph, to Abbot of PrlmontrS. obftMeWTi) 

About $eiiilii"j TalHci or Subtidies overtfa, and other 
miillera, re/erring lo It/jitlaticti preventing tuch paymenln, 
and aeking for a renewal of his own coinmuiiorial powers. 

Supplicantea vestraa in hac p[arte] coinmendant^s A. fol. 1 

quod bone memorie propria iifiiim rochetarura canoniciB 

nostri Ofrdinis libere et !i]cit« pro ilia quasi inju[riunij que 

d[omini] abbatea de Welbecke et Hales pro Tal- 

lewe veatro judicio auctoritatis finalit[©r] gravitate alias 

nobis transmissa acetiam dictorumabbatumde Welbecke 

et Hales nostra transmiaimus reverencie ut auiboruni 

pretensio[neB] diffinitiva judicefcur seubencia pro talliia 

diligenciuB vicibus appoBuimua iterat[is] .... [bo- 

nnm Y] exitum attingere nequivinius, presertim propter 

[compositionem ?] exhibitam et ostensain, inter Adam 

quondam [predecessorem] vestrum et Capttuliim generale 

es parte [una] ex altera mittam aperte continente[m] 

[tallias] predicl*s pro perpetuo fore remissas regis 

Anglie, rjuo prohibetur omnibus reIig[iosis, ne pecunias] trans- 

mittant aliquas extra regnum Anglie [amissione] 

bonoruDi, que in regno buo posaideiit tjuod abbaa mon- 

asterii beate Marie de Awnewyk nostri [Ordinis] temporuni effluxia 

ciirriculis a Sede Apostolica solum quod ait sumnio 

pontifici Bubjectus in re[gno Anglie] ac pemicioaum 

plurimorum exemplum, coiite[mptna] jurisdictionia et auotoritatia 
veetrantm nontnodJcaui s . . . . . singulis in 'luadam litera velle 
veetrum veatram latorein per pi-esencium enucliari et 
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vestro sub sigillo Pro nostra eciam commissione de novo 

modo ampU8si[me] [iterajturum et congruam vestro bene- 

placitocon debitam hajnsmodi com latorefideQi] . • • . • 

«' t* ft • • ad premissa alia aliave oonsimilia vobis 

credulenter adhibere velitis. Precarissime anti({ua hec 

illicita iinalit[er] nalis potencie consolentnr filii optatis 

desideriis congandere possimas per secnlomm secula et 

• • • • • nt post mortalia vos indaat celestia. Sci*ipta 

vicesimo die roensis Decembris, anno Dni 

Yester filins et fidelis obedientiarius 
Kicardns abbas monasterii Vallis 
Magdalene, alias Heppa. 

Bt., 43. Bishop Redman to Abbot of Pr6montr6 about Tallies. 

ore 1471. 

Has received his letters about Tallies toith reverence, hut 

they have filled him with cutonishment. His many benefits 

would urge him to diligence in securing what would conduce 

to his use, and he, the bishop, would be prepared to obey any 

kind of command from him. He would be only too ready to 

fulfil his behests, but, as lie has often informed him, the abbots of 

the English province sharply grumble against his demanding 

tallies. They state that Abbot Adam and a general Chapter 

acquitted them from such payments. Even if it were not so, 

the hinges mandate gives cause to fear, because Parliament for^ 

bids Premonstratensians or Cistercians to send subsidies beyond 

the sea^ under any form, under pain of forfeiture of tUl they 

possess in England. Sends the balance of twenty nobles pro* 

mised, but not yet paid. Asks for renewal of comnUssion, for 

the last was much spoilt by carelessness of carrier and wet : 

the wax of the seal was reduced to a pulp. Dated 10 Oct. 

• 

. fol. 111. Debito dictandi ordine tali ac tanto p%tri et domino prorsns 
hinc dilecto paucis duxiinas seqnentibus notificandum^ qnod vestras 
prestantissime pater reverendas nnper recepimus literas, omni cam 
reverencia qua debuit et decuit, effectum precipue continentes 
super tallias vobis solvendas, que animum vestrum ^ admiracione 

* So in MS. ; ? read nostrum. 
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repleverunt. Sed certe, revereDdissime pat^r, plaa nos multimodo 
miramnr quod, DOstris Uteris mnltociens vobis inde tmnamissJB, tarn 
exhibetis fidem ; revera, reverendissime domine, innnmera- 
billa et largiflaa beneficia, ex sola vestra liberalitate nobis fre- 
quenter vollata, satis nos inducereiit circa ea que vestre sedaiit' 
iitilitati diiigenciam habere jiolicitain , totiimqne ad omnia geu em 
mandatorum fore paratuni. Compulemnt nog insnper arcius 
amieabiles veatre litere sepius nobis porrecte, velte vestrum perficere 
si poi^sibilitas affuisset. Bet certe vestre dominacioai iterata vice 
9icul prias robts certifica[vi]ma5. qaod omnes nostri Ordinls abbates 
infra pro^'inci am Anglie contra nos acriterconqnerunt' dictas tallias 
exigendo. Quia aftirmant planeqne oatendunt por literas, inter 
bone niemorie Adam abbatem predeceaaorem vestrum et generale 
Capitulum vestre provincie, ac abbates tocius Anglie sigillatas, inde 
fore acquietas. Necnon si hcc non esaent, regium mandatum nobis 
incutit metum, eo quod per suum Parliament urn omnibus suis 
snbditis, presertim religiosis nostri Ordinis ac Cisterciensis, est 
statntum, quod extra suum regnum t^Lllia^ neque con tribu clones 
aut qiievis xenia, vel per mercandizas, qiiovismodo traosmittere non 
presument, sub pena forisfactiire omnium que infra suum regnum 
poBsident, prout si placet presencium bajuliis satis vobis referre 
n]tenus potent, cum quo, reverendisaime pater, residuum pecunie 
viginti nobilinm, vobia per eum promissum et nondum solutiim 
mnltis preangustiis et tribulacionibus ut nobis referebat expensum, 
trauEmittimus, obnixius dominacionem vestram obsecrantea, istam 
commisaionem integraliter secundum eundeni ePTectum nobis trans- 
mittere, quia ultima, per aquarum inundanciam bajiilique incircum- 
speccionem, valde est denigratn, ceraque sigilU ejusdeni in massam 
redacta. Et sic din valeat dominacio veatra per tempora longiora, 
secundum pie pateruitatis effectum et aiiimi voluntatem. Ex mona- 
sterio nostro Vallis Magdalene, alias Heppa, x, die menaia Octobris. 
Veater humilia aubditus et orator Ricardiis Uedman, 
abbaa monasterii Vallis JIagdnlene, alias Heppa. 
' Sn in MS. ; ? read spednnt. ' So in MS. 
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UM^^' 44. Passport to John Eedc. 

He may travel to Premontri to attend a general Chapter 
of the Order, 

A. fol. 47 b. Richard by the grace of God king of England and of Fraunce 
and lord of Irlande to all Capitaynes, their Lieutenantes, Maires, 
Shirifos, Bailiffes, Constables, Cnstamers, Comptrollers, Sercheours, 
Kepers of Portes, Crekes and Passages and all other our Officers, 
ministres and soubgiettes, aswele by See, freshe Waters as by lande 
and at onre Towne and Marches of Calace, and all other places of 
our obeisaunce these oure lettres for to see, or here, and to euery of 
theyme greting. For asmoche as our wellbeloued soubgiet, John 
Rede, entendeth by our licence to goo and passe at this tyme into 
the parties of Fraunce, to the Reuerend fadre in God Thabbot of 
Premonstre, and to the general Chapitour of thordre of Premonstre, 
by the special desire and commaundemente of the Vistour of the 
same ordre within this our Royaume, for certain matters and 
causes concemyng greatly the wele of that religion. Therefore 
we wol and streitly charge you al, and euery of you, that ye peasibly 
permitte and suffre the seid John, for the spede and effectuel 
execucion hereof, to passe into the said parties with oon person in 
his company, if hyme lust, on horsebak or on fote with his fardelles, 
males, Bogettes, Caskettes, lettres closed or open, and also ten 
markes in gold or siluer sterlinges, with al other bagagges and 
hemeises to him nedefuU and behouefuU. And from the seid 
parties to retoume hidre without eny let, arrest, serche, or vnlanfnll 
vexacion in body or goodes, as ye wol avoide oure grevous indigna- 
cion, and aunswere therefore vnto vs at your vttermast perilles. 
Yeuen undre oure Signet at our Cite of London the xiii*** day of 
Aprile, the seconde yere of our Reigne [1485]. 
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46. Letter from BUhop BedinRn to Hobert, Abbot of Pr^montr^. 28 xtntt, 

use or e. 

Received hU letleri of March 14, broughl by John Jirde; 
had ttnt lellcr$ to the father t aasembled in general Chapter. 
Alia for eonjirination of a-n order reeeivcd ihrovgh the 
pope'i delegate, the bUhop of Hocheiler, eonetrming the uie of 
roohett. Their houiet in Englandin teanl and ruinoui, and 
the member* mo poor at hardjy able to find wherewithal to 
live. WiU lenrl Subiidiei when theij can. Evidently refere 
to apapal bull, and leetiit to promiie to tend [fcopy of] il. 
A»k$ him to aeecpl their excuse and to give credence to their 
mettenger. \Thit letter it much injured by damp.] 

[Reverendisaimo] in Chriefco patri Domino Domino Huberto, A, fd. 2 b, 
Dei et aancte Sedia Apoatolice gracia, PremonHtratensi abbati, vlr 
bnmilie in Christo [parerejque mandatis in (imnibns paratua, 
Ricardua abbas monasterii Vallis Magdalene de Heppa veatreqiie 
Premonstratensis Ordinis [t'arlioIeuaiB] diocesia, omnimodain 
obedienciam et i-everenciam tanto patri debitas, cum lienor e, 
Litt«ras veatras reverendas xiiii [die] tnenaia Marcii, per Johaimem 
Uede nuncium nostrum, ea qua decuJt reverencia recepintus 
»c singula [libjanter et paciGcater [siV] plenarie intelleximns; 
pro quibus, metuendiesime pater, et pro eo quod vestre ptacuit 
[patemitatij nobis, vestro bumili et panperrimo sabdito, tam 

honorabiliter et benigne ac discrete rescribere, non 

poaeumus cordialisaime eidem vestre dominacioni gratias referimus ^ 

implorantes precarisBimam antedictam, quatenus 

omnia et singula cootenta in nostria litteria vestre patemitati 
rever©n[disfiime] [per latorem presenjcium nuperrime transmissia, 
TenerabilibuB patribus in proximo vestro general! Capitulo, capitn- 

lantibus de facere; necnon ordinacionem ac diffinicionem 

veatre paternitatis reverendissime ac Capituli vestri antedicti . . 
. . . ansis et sigillatis confidenter latorem, per presencium antedic- 
tarum, transmittere dignetur etc. 

' So in MS. ; ? read referrc. 
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[Edmundi] Roffensis episcopi, Snmmi Pontificis delegati, 

- pro usu rochetarnm cum hiis nostris Uteris [rapjplicantes 

humiliter et devote, quatenus decretum hajnsmodi oonfirmare dig- 

netur vestra domina[cio] Iumacaliaindi8crepaDciam,neciion 

pro utilitate reipnbliee nostre alme Beligionis pro dissimis 

sigillatis declarare. Et quia ecclesie nostri Ordinis infra circariam 
Anglie [existentes sunt ita debiles et rainjosei necnon abbates et 
alie persone earandem ita pauperes, et indebitater ' non habentes 
[aliqaod unde vivere possent et sastenjtari, de triennio in trienniom 

vigore nostre commissionis durante nomine ecclesiamm is 

propriis, nomine talliarum seu contribncionum dicteciicarie Anglie, 

omni dilacione fideliter transmittemns et persolvemns; 

promittentes transmissionem eidem bona fide adimplere. 

Bogantes eciam paternitatem vestram reverendissimam 

sigillatis tenorem cojasdam copie cam hiis nostris litteris vobis • • 
. . . transmittere dignetnr vestra dominacio. Quam bnllam ante 
vestram .... gracia Dei mediante celebrand . . . patemitati vestre 

foL s. bona fide remittemus || ad premissa aliave consilia vestre 

dominacioni, ex parte nostra et pro nobis declaranda, et [perj lato 
[rem] hojasmodi, fidem credalam adhibere velitis. Insnper noverit 

vestra dominacio quod propter temporis brevitatem de 

qualem habere vellemus providere non potnimns. Supplicantes 

igitur eidem vestre dominacioni p[rout] com hujosmodi 

latore presencium vobis destinamus gratanter recipere velitis. Et 

citra proximum vestmm generale Capitnlum d tino in 

partibus nostris vobis indubitanter transmittemns. Et vestram 
dominacionem atque paternitatem reverendissimam ad d[ominatio] 
nem nostre alme Keligionis conservet, qui post mortem manducavit* 
per tempus longevum. Ex monasterio nostro Yallis Magdalene 
predicto xxu? die mensis Marcii, 1486. 

Reverendissimo in Christo patri et Domino Domino Huberto, 
Dei et sancte Sedis Apostolice gracia, Premonstratensi abbati, suo 
patri percarissimo. 

> Sq in MS. ; ? i^ad indulntanter. ' So in MS. ; ? read manu dueat. 
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46. Letter from Innocent VIII. concerning Injuries BQStained by the a l[*r, t<88, 
Fremonstrstensiane. 

Order* ' Universitai vfsirn ' to hetp the ojipreued religtoHi, 
ani to exeoinmiinieate the aiithort of their larongt if they 
were laymen, and lo tuepend them if elerire or monia ; and 
neillier lo be abiolved till reetittition made. A limilar docu- 
ment printed in Le Paige, Bibl. Prievion. Ordinii, Lib. III. 
pp. 647-8, but tvrongiy dated. 

Iiinocencuia Episcopue ser\'UB servorum Dei venerabilibus fra- A. fol. 67 b. 
tribus archiepiscopiB, episcopis et dilectis filiis abbatibue, prioribua et 
ceteris fJcclesiarum prelatia, od qnoa litters iste pervenertnt, salutem 
etApocttolicambenedictiouem. Nod absque dolore cordis etplurima 
turbaciooe didicimua quod ita in plerisque partibus ccclesiastica 
censura dissolvitur, et canonice seatencie severitas enenavit, ut viri 
religiosL et hii maxitne qui per Sedis Apostolice privilegia majori 
dooati aunt libertate paBsim a malefactoribua suia injuriaa sustiiieant, 
et rapinas dura vix invenitur, qui congrtia illis proteccione subveniat 
et profovenda pauperum innocencia mnrom ae defenaioiiia oppoiiat, 
Specialiter aat«m dilecti filii nostri abbates et confratrea Fremon- 
stratensea et ceteri Ordinia eoram profesai, (am de rrequentibne 
iojurits Buis quam de ip^-o cotidiano defectu juBticie conquerent«s, 
uni vera ita tern vestram per literaa petierint Apoatolicas excitari, ut 
ita videlicet eis in tribalaciouibus suis contra malefactores eomni 
prompta debeatis magna aim ita to consurgere, quod ab angustiia 
quas sustinent et pressuris vestro poaaint presidio respirare. 
Ideoque univereitati veatre per Apoatolica acripta mandamus atque , 
precipimua qiiatenus illoa, qui in aliquem de predictis Tratribus, 
instigante diabolo, manue violentaa injecerint, eive jmsseaaioiiee vel 
res eorum, seu domoa vel hominum auorum irreverenter invaaerint, 
aut ea que predictis fratribua e teatameiito decedencium relinquun- 
tor contra jusficiam detinueriut, seu ipsoa fratres contra A poatolice 
Sedia indulta senteuciam excommunicacioniaaut interdicti proferre 
presumpserint, vet decimae laborum seu nutrimentorum suorum, 
spretis privilegiis Apostolice Sedis, extoraerint, si laici fuerint publice 
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candelis accen^is excommumcacionig aentencia percellatis. Clericoa 1 
autem, canouicos eive monachoa, appellncione remota ab officio et J 
bcneficio siispeudatii^, neutrati] relaxaturi sentenciam donee predictis ] 
fratribus plenarie satisfaciant, et hii precippe qui pro violenta j 
manuum injeccione vinculo fuerint anathematis innodati. Com ] 
diocesjani episcopi litteris ad Sedem Apostolicam venientes ab eodem [ 
vinculo mereantur absolW, nisi fort'e monachi vel canoiiici regulares I 
per abbates vel priores suos post satiaracoiouem congniam, eecundui 
OrdinJH disciplinani, fuerint abBobiti; villas a ntem in quibus bona 
predictonini fratrum sen hominum suornm per violenciam detenta 
fiierint qiiam diu ibi sunt interdicti sentencie supponatis. Datum 
Laternni, II, Nonia Maii ; Pontificatus nostri anno secnndo. 

, 47. Letter from Hubert, Abbot of Pi^montrg to Bishop Redman. 

Qlad lo hear all hotues in Enghnwl prosper, except St. 
Radegand't. wko»e lale abbot In^am.who had been reintlaled, 
lead* a diatolutr life. Knowt not if fhit happened through 
tuppreirion of Ihe truth. Betiew* Bedman's commitm 
Vinior. Complaint that the accustomed Sitbtidie» haw not I 
been tent; telh kim lo eoUetl them, threatening guperiort 
urith penaUiet for ntm-eompliance ; he mutt me th« pmven 
of coercion vetted in him. And if Subtidiei cannot be got 
over in eaih, then equivalent in bilU of exchange or mer- 
ehandite to replace thmn, a* good white ehlh, or a good and \ 
ture-footed ambler, for a good horee can rarely be found m M 
those parti, 

Venerabilis confrater et amice karissime, post amicabiles in 
Domino salutaciones ; hac die xiiii mensis Aprilis presencium per 
latorem veetre nobis exhibite sunt litere, qnas leti et gaudentes 
8UBcepimns, cum ex ipsis perceperimus siogula nostri Ordiuis mona' 
steritt et peraonas cirearie Anglie in spirifcualibus et temporalibua 
proBpere gubemari. Unde immenBos Omnipotouti Deo graciarum 
ncciones referimiis, devicfo tamen mouaeterio Saucte Radegundia 
proptorvitamdis8olutamlngormi, quondam abba tisipsi OS monasterii, 
fjucm Bbsolutum ?t ad ftatum pristine vite restitutnm per nostras 
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literas assentis. Si tacita veritata id obtinnerit nescimas, Deus 
Bcit. Insuper ad prefata monasteria circarie Aoglie visitanda et 
reformanda commissionem vobia iterato transmittinius, qua in re 
fideleni execatorem ad Dei laudem etOrdiiuB decoretn, animarumque 
salatem titi consiievistia vobis' exhibeatls. Dudata preterea mnltas 
commisaionea vobis destinaBse meminimus, qaibus carebatnr quod 
ab omnibiiB et singulis noatri Ordinis prelatis prefate circarie, talliaa 
ordinarias et extraordin arias Ordini predicto debitaa, levaretia et 
reciperetis, et do eisdem verum calculuin racionem et reliqua 
redderetie. Nichil tamen a vobia liucusque recepimtia, ex quo noii 
ioimerito miramur cum ipsas per vos annuatini recepi verissimiliter 
credendum sit, nam ad eas solvendna predicte circarie prelatos per 
ecclesiaaticas compellendi poteatatem utique habuistia. 
mu8 ergo et nicliillominna precipimus ut deinceps sepedictos 
prelatos ad hujuamodi tallias vobis solvendas, juxta vestre com- 
misaioDis formam conipellatia, et de eisdem nobis verum calculum 
et reliqua reddati^. Quod si forsan ob edictnin regium prefatas tallias 
in denariis istac transmittere nequiretis, nicbilloniinus per com- 
mutacionem mercatoruui Pariaiensium vel Rothomagenaium easdem 
recipere poaaeraus, aut nobis album pannum honestum ad eati- 
niacioneni ipsarum, vel bonum et securuni gradarium deatinare 
possctis, singulai'iorem com pi ice nci am ' hoc f'aciendo nobis i'acietia, 
nam equoa in partibus istia vix aat nunquam bonos invenire 
valemua. Etenim memoratua lator nobis pro sigillo nostro viginti 
obtnlit nobilia, querecepimus ut idem vobia referre poterit. Valete 
per tempera longiora felicem.' Ex urbe Parisea, die predicta, anno 
M" [CCCCJLXXXVIII".* 
per nos. 

Phtnente Hermen. ut supra confratrem et 

iuni.cum vestvum cordialeni. 

■ So in MS. ; 7 read nobis. 

' Bo io Ma. ; ? read stngular/jn eomplactnliam. 

■ 80 in MS. : ? read /elix. 

* The date is incorrect, and th« signature ot tbe letter is obscure. 
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1 lui. 46. Biahop Bedman to Hubert, Abbot of Pi^moBtre. 

Sa* rrveieed hi* kiieri eomplaihing of not getting Subrtdiei 
from Bngland. Far be il from the EnglUh lo io act by 
kim, amd not to lend Jiim a true account. He muai krujur that 
i for them hat often been made of the houtei, but 
t MM'cMi, at a general compoiition icilh 
Aiamtf lu* freittwor, is alUgeil. Alio a itatule of the king- 
doM f nk ibitt tk« teitding of Subiiiiiti acrott tht teat under 
f»i» of trt*»o» and forfeiture. A copy thall be tent of what 
the kim*** mtrd to fumitk, and be luill do hit best to tend 
trktH eMh of food value and other Ihingi atkedfor. What 
•MM trmt i^iMT triM e^tmred on the high teat by piratet. 
T>M i«Brrr u l*\inf SO nobJet at a pretent. Atki for the 
rf»Mt*l of hit evmmittion. 

Uutv«nkli Onlinis Premo&stntensia primati ac pastori et buo 
prtMlem t a Onlinf special i OS domino atque patri, Domino Huberto, 
Dei grftcia abbttti Premoustrat«asi, buds licet bumiiis devotissimus 
taineii ac benevolentissinius filios, Kicardaa Redmayne, Dei paciencia 
abbas et minister indignus monasterii Wnte Marie Magdalene de 
Hchappe, alias Heppa, humillime recominendacionis officio pre- 
siipposito, cum paterae dileccionis affectu sincerisaimo obediencie 
filiatiaoinniniodnmreverenciam, siibjeccioiiem,etIionorem. Vestras, 
nvorctidisaime pater, jamdudum literas, omni cum honore quo 
dpouit, recepimus ; in quibu3 apert# monstratur quod tallias ordi- 
nariaa et extraordinariascontribucionfsetretiqua nos, ab abbatibus 
tociua nostri Ordinis Anglie, perpriua exegiase ulteriusque levasae 
Ci'ederetia. Super quo ad plenum admirari noQ aufficimns eo quod 
VOB tale aive talia in mente de uobia quovismodo decreviatia con- 
cipere, cum quempiam hornin ad effectnm unquam potuimua 
perducere. Abait enini, pater, hoc a nobis, ut sic ageremus et vobis 
verum calculum inde non transmitteremas. Immo certissime aciat 
vcstra reverendisaimu dominacio, nos, aliquando minis et quandoque 
blandiciis, aepiua ex eis illas exigisse, aed Deo teste paraque coo- 
acieccia bacasqae quovismodo optinere non valuisse, eo quod 
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allegant se ab hujusniodi prorsus fore solutoa, per qnaudam com- 
poaicionem generalem captam inter Adam, bone et felicia memorie 
predecessoreravestruin,et abbalea tociua ppovincie Anglie; nwiion 
eciam in medium protlncunt atatutum regni in [quo] aperte pre- 
cipitnr quod nullua alicnjus Ordinia aire coudicionis pecunias, 
mercimonia, sWe per commutacionem mercatorum extra regiium 
flautn qaoquoraodo transmittflt, aub pena pix>dicionis et forisfacture 
omnium t)iie in suo Jominio haborn videntur ; attamen si vestre 
placnerit dominacioni per latorem preaencium nobis destinare copiam 
aecandum regestrum veatrum, ad quod aingula monasteria uostre 
provincie Anglie fuerint apud vos ab autiquo tempore taxata, 
redactam in quodam scedulo, aigillo vestro signato, tunc nimirum 
alias omni cum ddigencia ubenores exhibemus sudorea. Quia quod 
justum, ft veatre dominacioni faerit placitiim, in omnibus semper 
inyenietia nos esse paratos, vobisque eornm mentes super hujusmodi 
intimius proctirabimus trananuttere. Album pannum eciam 
honeatum et preciosnm cum ceteris complaceiiciis vobia latere 
preaencium preante destinavimua, sed, ut nobis referebatj lalronea 
super mare inaidiantes ft ae tulerunt et secuni oBportaveront, 
Attamen in signnm majoriB amicicie vobia sepedicto presencinm 
latore, sob ape fidelitatid et noticie qua secum preante habuistia, 
viginti iiobilia transmittimua, beoignitatem vestram multiplicatis 
precibus affectaosiaaime supplieantes qnatenus novam destinetis 
commiEaionem, largiaaimo modo secundum favorem vestre potencie 
et mee devocionia intuitu, quam qnidem ad Dei executemur laudem, 
no8treReligiomacommodura,et ad conaciencje veatre exoneracionem. 
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49. Commifldon granted by Archbishop Morton to Bishop Bedman. 

And to Fulco Sahuhury^ Deem ; Letoii Sutton and John 
Staveleyy eo/nont of St, ABapKt; quoting BuU of Innocent 
VIII, ofAv>gu$t 1487, issued at request of Henry VIL, for the 
absolution of certain persons in England who had incurred 
excommunication for raising tumults in the realm. After 
imposing suitable penance on t?iem, and receiving their oath 
to abide by the decrees of the Church and avoid further 
trouble^ to confer the soAd absolution* 

Johannes, permissione Divina Cantoariensis archiepiscopus, 
tocias Anglie primas, et Apostolice Sedis legatns ac sanctissimi 
in Christo patris et Domini Domini nostri Innocencii Divina pro- 
videncia pape octavi, ad infrascripta delegatus, venerabili fratri 
nostro Ricardo, Dei gracia Assavensi episcopo, discretisque viris 
magistris Fulconi Salasbory decano, Lodowico Satton et Johanni 
Staveley canonicis ecclesie cathedralis Assavensis, salutem, graciam, 
et benediccionem. Ad nniversitatis vestre noticiam dedncimus et 
dedaci volumus per presentes quod nos nnper literas Apostolicas, 
sub vera bulla plumbea more Romane Curie buUatas, sanas et 
integras ac omni sinistra suspicione carentes, nobis directas nuper 
cum ea qua decuit reverencia recepimus sub eo qui sequitur 
tenore verborum.^ || Ad absolvendum igitur in debita juris forma 
omnes et singulos viros religiosos Ordinis Premonstratensis aliosque 
quoscunque per civitatem et diocesim Assavenses in dicta sentencia 
excommunicacionis innodatos et involutes juxta et secundum 
fbrmam et eSectum literarum Apostolicarum predictarum, ac eis 
penitenciam salutarem pro modo culpe hujusmodi injungendam, 
prestito primitus per eosdem juramento corporali de parendo juri 
et stando mandatis Ecclesie, ac quod talia in dictis ecclesiis ex- 
pressata de cetero non committant. Yobis conjunctim et divisim, 

* Apostolice Sedis, &c, as printed in Bymer, Fcsdera, torn. zii. pp. 824--5, 
tinder the heading < Commissio facta archiepiscopo Cantoaricnsi pro absolntione 
Tamaltiianiium.' 
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de quoram coDsciencia et iiidustria in hac parte confidimus [et] 
hac vice duntaxat vices nostras comtnittimua per presentes. In 
CQJusrei testimoiiiutn, sigillura nostrum presentibus eat appensuiti. 
Datum in manerio de Lamehith xxiiii"* die mensia Aprilis anno 
Domini niillesinio cccc" Lxxxviir", et nosti-e translacionis anno 
secando. 



50. Injnnctioa by Biihop Redman on the death of the Abbot of Sulby. eir 

Abbot of Newhoiise ha» imfoaed on him the ihiti/ of jirc- 
lidinff at election of new ahhot, but bi'ing butily engaged can- 
not attend to it jutl at that Jiioment. Till he can do so, 
ordtri the prior to a»tume the government of the home, and 
not to allow any of the canons to wander forth and gottip. 

Or thus : 
For the coniolalion of the afflicted commu7dttj he will Oct , (!) !«•, 
hatfen topretide at the election of a turceeior. Will be at 
Cokeraand in Oetoher follotinng. Order) all caiiont belonging 
to the houte to he pretent, ami alto not to diacuu the election 
leilh out lid ere. 

Utcardus [etc.] Audita nuper morte bone memorie venerabilis A. lot. SJ 
coiifratris nostri doinini J. N., abbatis monRStepii de Sulby, nostri 
dicti Ordinia, Ljncoloienaia diocesis, non mediocriter sed lacriina- 
biliter contriatamur. Et ctim venerabilia confrater noater, abbaa de 
Neahons, onus nove ibidem eleccionis curanique patemitatis sne 
humeria noatria hac vice imposuerit ; ac eciam visitare, reformare et, 
si que fuerint in eodem corrigenda, corrigere ; necnon ad eligendam 
ydoneam personam in patrem et pastorem ejusdem ecclesie. Sed, 
quia ad presens arduia et diversis negociis muttipliciter predediti 
[^anrana], festinanter ut vellemua accedere non valemua, Attamen 
gracia Dei medtant« infra breve ad id peragendum ad predictum 
monaaterium personaliter accedere et deciinare decre\'imua ; et tunc 
eertum et competentem diem adventaa noatri vobia prenunciare 
non omittemns. Igitur vobia, filii karisaimi, priori et [canonicis] 
dicti monnstcrii N. injungimns et mandamus et quemlibet veatrum 
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iDterim oiieraiiius cum spirit uali bus et temporalibue, ut ea laadabiii 
habestis in guberaacionem reli^oee et commode cunctn castodiatia 
ad laadem Dei, commodumque dlcti monasterii, prout volueritis 
respondere cum ad dictam moQasterium premiasa acceaserimua 
feliciter complere. Et Demmem permittatis de fratribus ejasdeoi 
mooasterii, poet recepcionem literarum □oatraram, t^xtra situm 
moaasterii predicti vi^antes transire cum secularibua confab ulantes, 
ne exinde aliqaid dicto monasterio oriretur gravamen. Isanper 
CQDctia fratribus dicti monasterii, in virtute sancte obediencie et 
aub pena contemptus, precipimus (juatenoa omnia et singula in 
btis nostris Uteris contents ut filii vere obediencie perimpleant et 
obediant etc. 

Mmnoraiuium : quod tn xvi folio boniim est liegeilruin SMjier 
hvJiisvKxU fitclum [;»er] me fi. Bedall, 

Vel sic. 
Bicardus [etc.] salut«ra et ad cordia optata se totaliter dtx^Unare. 
Seriem vestre litere, niiper, fratrea preditecti sive filii karissimi, 
nobia transmiBse, plenarie persentimus ad veatre consolacionia 
graciam, auxUininque speciale vobis super et de mort«, bone et 
felicis memorie, venerabilia confratris nostri J. N. abbatb et 
postoria dicti vestri monasleril nuper defunct!, pre nimia tristicia 
non modicum meetificali, ad voa in vestri fnturi abbatis elecciooe 
accedere et peraonaliter decHnare, vestra non defuit requisicio aana. 
Qnocirca, premissis directe conceptis, vobia signiiicare decrevimua 
quod tali die menais Octobria proxime futiiro post datum pre- 
Benciam, bora cene, ad ecclesiam restram de Kokarsand, gracia 
vlsitocionis, necnon ad eligendam ydoneam peraouam in patrem et 
paatorem ejusdem eccleaie, interesse non omittemua. Igitur vobia 
filiia karissimia oomibua et singulis dicti monasterii canonicis, tam 
intus quam extra exiatentibus, mandamus quatenus hujusmodi 
eleccioni pastoria legiltime intereasetia aub pena contemptua, etc. 
Ac inauper, vobia omnibus et singulis tam intaa quam eatra 
existtntibus, sub pena contemptus necnon eL'iaui et sub y.ena 



COLLECTAKEA AKGLO-rREM0>'8TItlTE?iSU 



91 



ezcommuiiicacioois majoiis, precipimus ne aliquos seculares sive 
cajuscunque status vel condicionis predicte eleccioiii convocent, aeu 
quovisiaodo per amicos sire aliquos internuiicios vocitari Taciaat. 

51. fiiihop Sedman to Abbot of Pr£montr6. u Manh, 

1W3. 
Befers to former letler hy a beaTer carrying pretenit, who 
was robbtd at afa bij piratei, and aiking for a new cmnmUlion 
in very iitidt termi. Houaea in England, though poor tii 
tuhttanre, are rich in obiervaTiee, Atka him not to credit 
certain canona who have Jl^d from tlteir lioatfi and may 
mafee Aim a fale; and not lo grant them their peliliona, but 
raflicr tend them baeh to be examined and dealt with, Aakt 
him to taie lite explanation of bearer for the truth. 

Oniatu sci'ibendi tali ac tanto reverendissimo domino, ac tociiis a. (oI. B7. 
nostri Ordinis Pirmonstratensis auppri mo ' pat ri, priinatui et pastori 
causa brevitstisprorsus relicto. Excel ientisaimam vestramdominn- 
cionem ouini cum filialis obediencie et BubjeccioniB famulatu, stilo 
succincto, duximua honorandum, veatreque prefate dominacioiii 
presentibus innoteBcendum una presencium latorem nuper vobls 
traasmisisee diverais cum coinplaceiiciis et rauneribus, ex parte 
nostra merito vobis exhibendis ; quibuB omnibiiH et singulis, non 
tantuTn nostris sed eciam auia, per predoueaase super niareablatis, 
vix vita servala evasit, sicuti vobis plrme ex rei veritat^ intimabit, 
quern tatnen altera vice metuendissimum iiegocium aggredi at- 
temptavimuB, vobis et transmitteado humiliter suppticantes qua- 
tenoa novam nobis comtnissioQem destJoetis largisstmo niodo 
secuuduni favorem vestce potencie et iiostre devociouis intuitu ; 
quam quidem secundum vim et effectum veatri mandati in cadem 
coutentt diligencius observari procurabimus, ad Dei laudem, le- 
ligionis commodum, et in consciencie vestre exoneracionem. Et 
qoamvis, reverend issime pater, singula monasteria nostre provincie 
temporalibua sint pauperritna, tamen Deo gratias referent^s. vir- 
tutiboB et omnimodis Religionis ceremoniia exiatunt ditata, etc. 
Ulteriusqne, reverendissime pater, vestram dominacionem intimiua 
■ So in us. : read auprrmo. 
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duximns exorandum, quod cnm aliqui profagi canoDici nostre pro- 
vincie Anglie, aliquid ad optinendum sive quovis colore qnerelan- 
dnin, ad vos fraudulenter apostatando advenerint, do facili fidem 
eis ne exhibeatis, aut peticioni eorum consensum neqnaqnam 
prebeatis ; sed pocias, reverendissime pater, eos ad nos, cum votis 
eomndem in scrlptis redactis, digne examinandos et prout justicia 
inde exigit recepturos, remittetis. Circa premissa et omnia alia ex 
parte nostra vobis nnncianda latori presencium obsecramus qnatenus 
fidem exhibere velitis indubiam. Et sic vestram dominacionem din 
inoolumem lUe conservet, Qui ad sui gregis custodiam vos preelegit. 
Scriptum cnrsorie in hospicio nostro Londonensi, xxviu die mensis 
Marcii, anno Domini millesimo CCCC nonagesimo tercio. 

Vester semper ad vota humilis et benevolentissimus obe- 
dientiarius et subditus, Ricardus Redmayne, abbas et minister 
monasterii de Schappe. 



Section II.— DOCUMENTS REGARDING ELECTIONS 
VndtLfd; 52. Kethod of Holding the Election of an Abbot 

eirea 1471. 

After McLMS of Holy Qhost all retire to Chapter houee^ 
when the president ca^ls the names and receives excuses frofn 
absentees; gives discourse and reads commission and legal 
formularies ; then Yeni Creator, with versicles and prayers ; 
reads constitutions ahout elections, and explains the three 
ways of election, by compromission, inspiration, or postuia- 
tion. If by first, choice of electors to be made, and method 
thereof. These proceed apart to elect and bring the name of 
person selected to presiding abbot. The elect is examined 
and then confirmed and instaUed with Te Detim; then aU 
offer their obedience, and he is given the keys of office and 
the seals. A record of the transactions is then to be made^ 
and the elect sent to diocesan for the ecclesiastical form of 
blessing. 

%L 19. In primiB : celebrata Missa S. Spiritus^ intretur Capitolom ; et 

ITbS"* i'^iii'^^ur a priore domuSy si omnes fratres simt vocal^i, jnxta 
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mandatum sibi directum ? Kt si aliquls sit abeeos ex cbqbb 
legitima, videatnr si oommiserit vocem suam alicni fratri, qui 
ibidem presena fuerit. 

Deiiide pronunciet pater abbas causam advontua sui, et diem 
electionia assignatam. Et, si habeatur commiaBin, legator. 

& tunc fiet proteetatio contra excommunicatos, per priorem 
domus. 

Poatea cantetnr, Veni Oreaim- Syiritua, cum verBJcalo Emitle 
etc. & collecta, Aant nobis, etc. a patre abbate diceiida. 

Tunc legatur statutum, De elecUcmihus cel^raiuiU. Et ex- 
fcuatxiT J'ornui elageitdi per tres viaa (viz, per viam compromissi; 
per viam inspirationis Divine ; vel [postulationia]). 

Et si ^da compromissi ad eligendum aasumatur, a conventu 
tunc eligantnr duo primi electorea, qui alios quiiique vel tres de 
conventu ad se eligant. Quo facto, illis septem vel quinque sic 
electis detur potestas a conventu, per viam in Bcriptia, eligendi 
iibbatem. Qui bus concordantibua de persona eligenda, duo 
eorum nnntiet' in aecreto patri abbati eorum concordantiam et 
no men persone eligeude. Tunc intrent omnes compromiasarii 
Capitulum cum persona eligenda, Et eligatur in scriptis in 
canone ibidem, per unum compromissanorum. Delude petatur, per 
patrera abbat«m, ipaiua electi consenaus. Quo optento, eat pater 
abbas cum compromissariis et electo ad aliqnem locum estra 
capitulum ; et examinentur comproni issarii singillatim super forma 
tractatuB electionie, et de vita et moribus electi. Et delude 
persona electi examinetur, maxime de literatum, et publicetur 
examinatio ; et quod omnia rite ae [| habeant (si ita sit). Et lol. 12 b 
queratur si qub velit opponere quicquam contra electionem, vel 
contra personam electam. Si nihil proponatur. tunc statim 
confirmetnr; et ducatur electus ad ecclesiam, cantando Te Deum. 
Super quem dicatur statim postea collecta, Pretonde Dominc ; cum 
versiculo appendente. Et tunc ducatur ad stallam abbatis, et 
inatalletur. I'ostea reintret Capitnlntn, et canonici sibi facient 
' So in Peek's Uanscript: texd iiunlicnt. 



96 COLLECTANEA ANGLO-PKEMONSTRATENSU 

vobis debetur ad recompensum tramite jasticie bona fide pro- 
mittimus noticia major confluet secularis insurrectio qnam 

fuit perprius in ultima electione et dere scimus quia 

vestra patemitas nos ..... velut per viam compromissi in 

numero y et nostra vota vobis dirigere cum electa persona 

per vos admittenda in monasterio superest in electionis 

Bolemniis cum efiectu perficienda. Et premiss 

et domini Visitatoris beneplacitum, vestrnmque accessum diem et 

horam vel aliter in dir et distincte latere presencium 

oertificare curetis, quia in desperacione ulterius hac 

necessitate modo deficere velitis. Inesset causa judicem inquirere 

et nos relevare concedat. De monasterio nostro de 

Cokyrsand in festo sanct 

Vestri filii deeolati, senex prior et conventus de [Cokyrsand]. 

X4n. M. Letter of Abbot of Cioxton to Prior and Convent of Cokyrsand : 
together with prooess of eleeting, oonflrming, and installing 
William Bowland as Abbot there. 

Afiw the usual preliminarieB, nine canone were appointed 
to make an election per compromisstim. They chose Wm. 
Bowlandt who was accordingly confirmed^ instaUed^ o/nd 
received eymhoU of office with aU the usual formalities, 
[This Utter is only partly legible^ 

At lol* I* Universis sancte matris Ecclesie filiis presentes litteras inspec- 
turiti, Johannes dominus [abbas ecclesie Sancti Johannis] apostoli 
et evangeliste de Croxton salutem et noticiam veritatis. Nuper 
[vAonnto ecclesia de ? Cokyrsand] per mortem Willelmi Lucas 
ablmt'iii eju8dem» assignavimus diem novi eleccionis [abbatis] 
[ftioitMide, videlicet anno] Domini M** CCCO septuagesimo 
ieptlino. Omnibus convocatis confratribus [sive infra sive extra 
monasterinm degentibus] de jure nostro visitantes et districtiori 
Diodo inquirentes in dicta electione locum haberent 

fit I ki oomperimus fVatres illos || unum. Tamen per quandam 
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Biiiistram diffitmacioQein delectus erat e nnper ibidem 

celebrate convocavit eeculares et de impetmndo literal optatorias 

statute Tiostre sacre Ueligionis, de quibus impetitus, in 

pleno Capitulo iiegavit ci-imen et xli manu de se piirgavit, iieo 
aliud comperientes nostra con-eccione dignum sen generali 
Capitalo referendum, [ad aulam capitnlarem] procedentea, cantnto 
ympno Vod Creator Sj^irU'is post solempnitatem ejiisdera Misse 
riia et modis elige[ndi] [convoc]acion« CapituU de eleceioiitbua 
conventui publicatia, [fratres] compromissi elegerunt in numero 
novem sacer[dote8, qui] in forma jnris jumtorum se com- 
promisei'unt, scilicet fratrem ' [sic'] Johannia Wratone prior 
conventas, tJeorgii Lynd, [Mi]lonis Chattbume, Willclmi Bowland, 
Hngonis Fawshede, Henrici For tone, Gars tang, [Johannis] Prestone, 
Mathei Kyrkby, sub bora aigiiata ad eligendum, scilicet ab bora xi 
usque ad boram xii'" [predict]e diei ; qui post inultiplicea tractatna 
diversaruin personarum, tarn de gremio ecclesia dtct« quam 
omnium aliarum eccleeiarum [uostrji Ordinis, vota sua infra lioram 
limitatam nullo penitus discordante, in fratrem Willelmum Bowland 
[adjuv]ante Deo concordit^r direxeriint, et secrete electo nobis nomi- 
nato publice pronunciaverunt et elegerunt in comninni ; et a nobis 
[petienint] humiliter confirmari. Quare nos pro tribunali sedentes, 

juris paternal! rectoris ipaius electio assumptis nobiscura 

fratribus Hugone Camberton, capellano reverendissimi domini 
A'isitatoris nostri, et [Willelnio] Haratone priore nostri conventus, 
prius diligenter examinantes torn eleccionem quam electum, nichil 

quod [ndversetur] statutis aut privilegiia nostre sacre 

Religionia aencientea, ipsam fratrem Willelmum Bowland [pro 
abbate] admisimusdicto inonasterio et quantum in nobis est con- 
firmavimus totum processum eleccionis. et electionem [legitime 
fftctam] laudantes et approbantes. Solempnitercantantes Te Detim 
lnu'lamns deportatus est [eiectus] ad [ecclesiam, ubi] dictis ora- 
cionibua consaetis, investitus cordis campanarum, per nos inst^llatna 
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est. Et iterate reversi, [omnibus] que fuerunt peragenda peractis, 
omnes dicte ecclesie confratres sibi manualem fecerunt obedienciam 

in stabilitate officii sui sigillum sibi tradendo et claves 

officiorum ad pedes saos ob[volveiites] officiariis reaecipere 
deTiianda\4t. In premissornm testimoninm sigillum nostrum 
appo[8nimus] anno, die, mense, et loco supradictis. 

S Jan«, 1478. 66. Decree of Election of Abbot John Swyft to Hewhonse. 

Election to proceed per compromissam. Tho9e appointed : 

ThoB, Ashton the abbot, Tho8. Halton prior, Tho$, TatyrBall, 

John Barton^ Bob. YorJc, Bob. Kyryngton, Thos, Hull, Boh. 

Beverlay, sen., and Bob. Beverlay, jun. They elected John 

Swyft, abbot of Beauchief. Bishop Bedman and Wm. 

Lincoln, abbot of Barlings, confirmed election ; all sang Te 

Deum, and neto abbot was installed and put in possession by 

liaving cords of the bells put into his hand. In Chapter, the 

brethren offered obedience, and the ring of his office was put 

on his finger. 

Signed by Bishop Bedman and Wtn, Lincoln*, 

June 8, 1478. 

fol. l*i b. I -niversis sancte matris Ecclesie filiis presentes literas inspec- 

turis, Ricardus permissione Divina Assavensis episcopus, abbas 
de Schappe et reverendissimi in Christo patris et Domini Domini 
Huberti Premonstratensis abbatis commissarius generalis, salutem 
et noticiam veritatis. Nuper vacante ecclesia de Neuhous per 
cessionem, resignacionem, et renunciacionem spontaneam iratris 
Thome Ashton, abbatis ejusdem ecclesie, pure et simpliciter in 
manibus nostris factas : Nos, ne ipsa ecclesia pastoris solacio 
destituta in spiritualibus aut temporalibus gravia dispendia 
imteretur, assignavimus priori et fratribus dicte ecclesie, sic 
vacantis, diem eleccionis novi abbatis faciende, videlicet tercium 
diem mensis Junii, anno Domini m** cccx:"*^ lxxviii®. Nullis dicte 
ecclesie professis absentibus, Missa de Spiritu Sancto celebrata, 

assumpto nobiscnm venerabili confratre nostro, magistro 

Willelmo Lincoln, in decretis bacalario, abbate de Barlynges, in 
dome capitulari ipsius ecclesie monnimos ut omnes et singuli 
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excommtiiiicati, suepenBi vel interdicti, si qui esaent, Capituliim 
exirent, alios Ubeve eligere permittentes, protestando expresse qiiotl 
minime fait intencionis nostre sea fratnim ecolesie supradicte in 
presencia taiiura ad eleccionem novi abbatis quoqnomodo pro se 
cedere,' Et lecto capitulo statutorum nostri Ordinis de eleccionibus, 
invocata prina Spiritua .Sancti gracia, tandem placuit conventui 
eidem eccleaie sic vacantia de pastore fiitiuo per viam compromiaai 
providere. Nallo penitns discordante, dederunt fratribus Thome 
Ashton, Thome Haiton priori, Thome Tatyrsall, Johanni Barton, 
Roberto York, Roberto Kyrnygton, Thome Hull, Roberto Beverlay 
seniori, Roberto Beverlay juniori, canonicis et confratribus eccleaie 
BQpradict*, plenam et liberam poteatatem ac mandatum specialem 
inrnt tempns els limitatQm, scilicet ab bora decimaneque ad horam 
dnodecimam predicte diei, eligendi novum abbalem de ae ipsis, aut 
aliia ecclesie Bopradicte fratribuf, sen aliia qnibnscumque noatri 
Ordinis, prout eia et ecclesie sue magis ex[>e<lien8 videretur; it.i 
tamen qnod postqnam de persona idoiien fuerint Concordes, nnua 
ipsomm de mandato a!iorum,vice sua et ipsornm actociuacapitnli, 
personam illam eligeret, in communi promiserint bona fide nuiverai 
et singuli quod ipsnm reciperent in abbatem et pnstorem, quem 
ipse duxerit eligendum. Dicti vero commissarii dictam potestatem 
eia traditam acceptantes, et postmoduni loco secreto ee divertentes, 
post diversoa tractatus multiplicinm personarum, venerabilem 
patrem abbatem Johannem Swyft, abbatem de Bello Capite, virum 
utique providam et discretum, in spiritualibus et temporalibua 
laudabiliter circumspectnm, vita et moribus plurimum commen- 
datum, scientem eciam et volentem jura ecclesie sue tueri, vota 
sua direxenint, eligernnt et postularunt ; et ante horara eia assigna- 
tam, frater Thomas Haltou prior, unns compromisBorum predictorum, 
vice sua et stx'iorum suorum ac tocius Capituli, predictuni venera- 
bilem patrem dominnm Johannem Swyft, abbatem de Bello Capite, 
abbatem et pastorem eccleaie aupradicte elegit, providit et 
nomlnavit. Snpplicavit^ue nobis humiliter et devote ut dictus 
' So in MB. : rwtfl j>nKedfrt for jn-o *e ctdcn: 
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fol. 13. II eleccionem et postulacionem sic rite et canonice celebratas, tarn 
auctoritate domini Premonstratensis, quam auctoritate patema, quam 
plenarie fungimur, vice et commissione venerabilis confratris noetri 
Lisquensis patris, abbatis dicti monasterii de Neuhoase, hac vice 
commissis et in pleno Capitulo perlectis, ratificare, approbare, con- 
firmare et transferre dignaremur. Nos vero, dicti electi et postulati 
consensa petito et primitns optento, dictas eleccionem, postalacionem 
et personam electam, diligenter examinantes, canonice factam 
laudamus, approbamus, et tenore presencinm confirmamas ; et trans- 
lacionem dicti electi, aactoritate patris nostri Premonstratensis, 
admittimus. Quibus peractis, omnes una voce Te Deum laudamus 
cantarunt et ipsum electum translatum et confirmatum, ut moris est, 
ad ecclesiam deportaverant ; in possessionem dicte ecclesie indaxi- 
mus corporalem, cordas campananim in manibas suis tradendo, et 
ipso instaliato iterate ad Capitulum fratribus reversis, obedienciam 
sibi manualem fecerunt, per nos sibi tradito sigillo officii adminis- 
tracionis sue. In quorum omnium et singnlorum fidem, robur et 
testimonium sigilium commune istius monasterii presentibus est 
appensum, una cum sigillo reverendi patris predicti Ricardi 
Assavensis episcopi et venerabilis patris abbatis de Barlyngs. 

4 Jona, 1478. 57. Pensions granted to £ichard Wuton and Gilbert Boston during 

the life of Thos. Ashton, late Abbot of Hewhonse, on his 
Eesignation. 

John Swyft, abbot of NewhouBe, and convent, have 
granted to Bic, Wuton of Corksay and Gilbert Boston of 
Kelby an annual rent of 10 marks, payable half-yearly, daring 
the natural life of Thos, Ashton, late ahbot of Newhouse. 
If payment is wholly or in part in arrears beyond forty days, 
tlien the assignees or their representatives may recover by dis- 
traint upon Hotoft, Signed and sealed by the altove ; and also 
by Bishop Bedman, abbot of Shap, and Master TTm. Lincoln, 
LL,B,, abbot of Barlings, 

A. fol. 11 b. Omnibus Christi fidelibus ad quos presens scriptum pervenerit. 

Noveritis nos Johannem Swyfb, abbatem de Neuhouse^ et ejusdem 
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loci conventum dedisee, concesBiese et liac present! carta noBtra 
coofrmasBe, Ricordo Wuton de Corksay et Gilberto Boston de Kelby, 
infra cotnitatumLincoliiienseni, quendaiii anniialem redditum decern 
marcarum, legalis monett' Anglie, sibi ant siiis certis attornalia, 
horedibuHet execiitoribusfiJeliter solvendum, per equales porciones 
ad duos anni t<?rminoB, videlicet ad festa sancti Martini in yenae 
et Pentecoste, durante vita natnrali domini Thome Ashton, niiper 
abbatia de Neuhouse. Et ai contigerit dictain soliicionem decern || I 
marcarum a retro fore, in parte velintoto, ultra xl" dies post aliquod 
festuin festonim predictorum, tunc bene licebit prcdictis Kicardo 
et Gilberto aut suia attornatia, heredibua, ant esecntoribus, in omni- 
bus terris et teneraentis dicti abbatis et conventus in Hotoft infra 
comitatnm Lincolniensem distringere, et districciones penes se 
retinere donee de solncione predicta cam arreragiis, si que fuerint, 
plenariesibi fiierit satiafactnin. In cujua rei testimonium sigillum 
noBtnim commune presentibus duximus apponeodum, una cum 
sigillis reverend! patris Ricardi Assavensia episcopi, abbatis de 
Scbappa et domini Premonatratensis commissarii general is, ac 
abbatis Lisf^uenais hac vice commissarii, et magiatri Willelmi Lin- 
coln, in decretis bacularii, ubbatJs de Barlynges. Datum in 
Monasterio de Neuhouse iiii" die menaia Junii, anno Domini m" 
CCCC"" Lxxvui", et regni regis Edwardi iiii", xviii". 



6B. Lioenoe granted by Bishop Eedman to Rob. Beverley, Sen., 10 Jnce, 14T8 
Canon of Newhouse. 

On account of hin merila, gra'ila him for hia life, or fill 
further order «, freedom from any olher juritdiction or correc- 
tion than that of the grantor' i ; alto the right to obtain 
rental* and choo»e kit own confetior; and perpetual rilence 
is impoted upon detractors of the Order. 

RicarduB permisaione Divina, etc. dilecto nobia in Christo fratj-i *■ 'o'- 13 b- 
Roberto Beverley aeniori, canonico de Neuliouae, noatri dicti 
Ordinia Lincolniensia diocesia. salntem et patemalem amplecti 
favorem. Tna landabilis converaacio vite et morum bonestas, 
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quibus pereonani tuam dmoscimus inaignitam, dos indiicmit ut 
tibi reddamur ad graciam ] iberalea,' ut nostra auctoritate et Hcencia 
epeciali, impetrare et recipere poasia aliqiiod eerviciuin aonuale, vel 
cantariam, aiit trcntalia, vel alia queciinique ofiicia vel servicia 
sacei'dotalia, et. ia eiedem ministrare ia locis debitis et lioiiestia, a 
quibuBcumque personia hones I is tibi coiiferenda, per pi-esentes 
plenariam concedimas liceaciam, ad terminum vite tue dummodo 
sis honeste conversacionis, opiiiionis iliese, et bone fame, et te con- 
serves in habitu tiio et nostram siibeas jurisdiccionem, correccionem 
et regularem disciplinam, ac nostris firmiter obedire uiandatis, ftb 
omni jurisdiccione et correccione alterius cujiiscumque nostri 
Ordinis prelati vel Bubditi te totaliter exonerantes donee a nobis 
aliiid habiieria in mandatis. Et ut eligere possis confessorem 
ydoneum, secularem vel regiiiarem, qui tuas confeEsiones audire et 
te potent absolvere tocieus qnociens tibi fiierit oportunum, auctori- 
tate nostra plenissima tibi concedimus facult'nt'eni, contradictoribiis 
nostri Ordinis, si ([ui fiierint, silencium perpetuum imponendo. 
Datum sub sigillo nostro conimisaionali in mouasterio de Barlynges, 
x" die menBis Junii, anno Domini M" CCCCLXXVlll", et nostre con- 
ic sexto. 



99. Croxton: Decree of Election of Abbot. 

John Sii'n/ie, the abbol of Ncwko-ise, ou •Icalh of John 
Arghume, abbot of Cvoxlun, a daughter haute, appoints 
10 SepUmber, 1478, for the ehetion of a tueectto^: After 
■uavat formalilUs, Heliat AitiTdyff wai elected by way of 
intpiraUon, (lonftrmed by Bithop Bedman ; Thoi. Bek*by, 
abbot of Barlings, eoncurring. Tlie elect H/at installed in the 

Vuiversis sancte mati-is Ecclesie filiis preseutes Hteras iuspec- 
turis, Johannes Swyfte, Dei paciencia monasterii de Neuhous abbas, 
Ealutem et noticiam veritatis. Nuper vscante ecclesia fiUali nostra 
de Croxtone, noatri Ordinis I'remonstratensia, Lyncolniensis dio- 
cebis, per mortem fratris noatri Johanuis Arghuuie abbatis ejasdem : 
> So ia US. : lead libcraU'ii. 
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Nos igitar, ne ipsa ecclesia pastovk solacio destituta in Hpiritualibiia 
et tern |>orali bus gravi^i dispeiidia pateretur, asaigiiavtmns dk-te 
enclesie fratribus, sic vacantis, diem eleccionia novi abbatis faciende, 
videlicet s"" die mensia Septeinbris. Quo die adveniente omnes 
tVatres de gremio prefafe ecclesie Tiiianimiter con^regati in domo 
capilulari. missa de Spiritu Saucto ante omnia nt nioris est cele- 
brafa, lectofiue cupitiilo de novo abbate facieudo, iiivocata priua 
Spiritus Sancti gracia, tandem, faveiite Altissimo, jwr viam in- 
Bptracionis ejusdem Spiritas Sancti. Heliam Attirclyff ejusdem 
eccleaie confratrem, virum utiijue providitm et discretum, in 
spirilualibus et temjioralibua laudabiliter circumspectnm, vita et 
moribiis plurimnm comniendandinn, scientem eciam et volenteni 
jura ecclesie sue tueri, nominaverunt, et iiullo penitua discordante 
conconliter elegerunt. Noa vero, dicti elect! consensu petito et 
primitns optento, dictam eleccionem et personam electam diligenter 
examinantee prout decet, ipsum fratrem Heliam Attyrclyff in 
abbatem et pastorem predicte ecclesie de Croxtone rite nfc pre- 
mittitur electura, ac eleccionem ejusdem canonice factam ; in 
presencia revereiidi in Christo patris et Domini Domini Ricardi, 
permiseiono Diviua Aaaavensis episcopi, abbatis de Scbappe et 
Visitatoria Ordinia Premonstratensis tocioe AngHe, Wallie, Scocie et 
Hibernie ; advocato ineiiper in hoc negocio confratre nostro magietro 
Tiioma Belesby in decretiw bacallario, abbate de Bariyngea, secun- 
dum formam statutorum Ordinia nostri et privilegiorum, laudamus, 
approbamus, et tciiore presencium confirmamus, Quibua peractis, 
omnea una voce Te Deiim laiultimus cantavenintj ft ipsum electum 
contirmatum, ut moris eat, ad et-'clesiam adduxeruut; quo (juideui 
))?almo decantato ipsum t-lectum, iit moris est nostri Ordinis, iii- 
stallavimus et in possessionem dicte ecclesie indnximuscorporaleni, 
campaaas dicte ecclesie in manibiis euia tradendo. Et premiEsis 
omnibna sic rite peractis, et nobis ac omnibus dicte ecclesie fratri- 
bu8 ad Capitulum iterate reversis, surreseruLt ouines et siuguli diet© 
ecclesie proFesai, et dicto electo sic per nos confirmato obediencinm 
mauualem itceruni, f ladito por nos eigillo ministracionis sue. Oiuuia 
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premissa et singula omnibus quomm interest ve! interesse poterit 
noliOcamus per presentes. In quorum omniuin testimonium et 

fidem, sigillum nostrum una cum sigillo [enrfs fhim filtiqidif)^. 

. 60. Beiignation of John Bromfleld, Abbot of CoTerham, into the 
hands of Bishop Bedman, and the £l»ction of John Asko^h 
as hii Successor. 

Covcrlium being IhuB vacant. Bishop Bedmati nppoinU 
December Qthfor election of «ueee»*or, John Aekogh, of that 
convent, wa> elected by woy of irupiralion. Election ap- 
proved by Bedman and hi> atteasor, the abbot of St. Agatha't, 
Jn$laUation followed with the venal formaliliei. 

In Dei nomine, Amen. Coram vobis auctentica pereona et 
testibus bic preseiitibus, ego Johannes Bromfeld, abbas monftBterii 
beate Marie Virginis de Coverliam Premonstrotensig Ordinis 
Eboracensis dioceais, volens et afi'ectaus ex ceteris ' causis veris et 
legittimis me et animum meum in hac parte moventibus, ab 
onere, cura et regimine, abbacialique dignitate prefati monasterit 
de Coverham penitua exui etexonerari,non vi, metu, sen dolo. Ad 
hoc indnctua, dictum monasterium meum in sacraa manus reverendi 
in Christo patris et Domini Domini Ricardi Redmayn, Dei 
gracia Assavensis episcopi, abbatis de Scbappe dieti Premon- 
Btrat^nsis Ordinis, Karliolensis diocesia, et dictum' commissarii 
generalis, prefati monaeterii nostri resignacionem admitteiidi 
potestat#m habentis, pare, sponte, simpHciter, et absolute resigno. 
Ipsuraque re et verbo diroitto ; ac juri, titnlo et possessioni, 
abbacialique dignitati meis in eodem prehabitis renuncio, eisque 
cedo, et ab eisdein totaliter recede, in his scriptis ; in signnm 
resignacionis et renunciacionis mee predicte, sigillum officii 
mei \'obis tradendo, infraque sacras manns vestras resignando. 
Et dictam ecclesiam esse vacantera ac a patre et pnstore ad presena 
destitutam [declaro]. 

Et nos prefatus Ricardus, pennissione Divina AsaaveTieis epi- 
' So in MS. ; read certis. ' So in MS. ; resd domini. 
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Bcopus, abbas de Schappe, Ordinis Premonstratenais, Karliolensis 
dioceais, ac reverendisaimi in Cbriato patris et Domini Domini 
Hubert!, Dei et sancte Sedia Apoatolice gracia, Premonstratensis 
abbatiB, tocius Anglie, WaUie, Scocie et Hibemie A'isitator et re- 
fonnator imicns et generalis, plenissinia potestate legittime et litera- 
torie eiifficienter depiitatus, prefatum resignncionem, sea abbacialis 
dignitatis renunciacioneiii , rite et caiionice sic factaa, laudamus, 
approbaniuB et admittimiifi. In cujus ret testimonium, eigilliim 
nostrum visitatonum apposuinnns anno, die, et loco gupradictis. 

Univei-sis sancte matria Kccleaie filiis presentes Hteraa in- ' 
specturis, Iticardiia, permissione Divina Aasavensis episcopus, 
abbas nionasterii beate Marie Magdalene de Schappe Ordinis 
Prenionstrat^nais, Karliolensis diocesis.ac reverendissinii in Christo 
patris et Domini Domini Huberti, Dei et sanct« Sedis Apostolice 
gratia, Preraonatratensis abbatis, totius Anglie. Wallie, Scotie et 
Hiberaie Visitator et reformator unicus et geiieralia. plenissima 
potestate legitime et literatorie suflicienter deputatus, salutem et 
noticiam veritatia, Nuper vacante eccleaia monaBterii beate Marie 
de Coverham, Ordinis nostri Premonatratenaia, Eboracensis dioceaia, 
per cessionem, resign acionem, et renunciacionem spontaneani 
venerabilis fratris Johannia Bromfeld, abbatia ejuadem eccJesie. 
pure et simpliciter in manibua nostris factas : Nos ergo, ne ipsa 
ecelesia pastoris solacio destitnta in spirit ualibii a et tempuralibus 
grarissima dispendia pat«retur, aaeignavimus dicte ecclesie fratribus, 
sic vacantia, diem eleccionis novi abbatis faciende, videlicet is"" 
die mensis Decembris. Quo die adveniente, omnes confratres de 
gremio prefate ecclesie unanimiter congi-egati in domo cnpitulari, 
primituB, ut moris est, Missa de .Spiritn Sancto celebrata, lectoque 
capitnio de novo abbate faciendo, invocala prius Hpiritua Hancti 
gracia, tandem, favente Altisaimo, per viam inspiracionia ejuadem 
Spiritus Sancti, Johannem Aakogb, ejuadem ecclesie confratrem, 
\*irum ntiqoe providum et diacretnm, in spiritualibna et tem- 
poralibus circumspectum, via ' et moribus phirimum comraeu- 
I So in MS. ; read vita. 
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dandum, scientem eciam et volentem jura ecclesie sue taeri, 
nominaverunt, et nullo penitus discordante concorditer elegerunt. 
Nos vero dictam eleccionem et personam electam diligenter exam- 
inantes, prout decet, ipsum fratrem Johannem Askogh in abbatem et 
pastorera predicte ecclesie de Coverham rite et canonice electum, ac 
eleccionem sic legittime factam de consilio et assensa venerabilis 
confratris nostii abbatis monasterii sancte Agathe nobiscum in 
hoc negocio assumpto, secundum formam nostri Ordinis statuti et 
privilegiorum, laudamus, approbamus, et tenore presencium con- 
firmamus. Quibus peractis, omnes una voce Te Deum laudamiis 
decantaverunt, et ipsum electum per nos sic confirmatum, ut moris 
est, ad ecclesiam addaxerunt ; quo quidem psalmo decantato, ipsum 
electum, ut moris nostri Ordinis est, installavimus, et in possessionem 
dicte ecclesie de Coverham induximus corporalem, campanas dicte 
ecclesie in manibus suis tradendo. Et premissis omnibas sic rite 
peractis, et nobis ac omnibus dicte ecclesie ad Capitulum iterate 
reversis, sarrexerunt omnes, tam dictas venerabilis frater Johannes 
Bromfeld quam singuli prefate ecclesie professi, et dicto electo sic 
per nos confirmato obedientiam manualem fecerunt. Et tradito 
per nos sigillo niinistracionis sue, omnia premissa et singula 
omnibus quorum interest vel interesse poterit notificamus per 
presentes. In quorum omnium testimonium et fidem, sigillum 
nostrum una cum sigillo venerabilis fratris nostri abbatis monas- 
terii sancte Agathe presentibus duximus apponenda. Datum in 
monasterio predicto de Coverham ix die mensis Decembris, anno 
Domini millesimo cccc octogesimo octavo, et nostre consecracionis 
anno septimo decimo ; ulterius(|ue ad singula premissa corroboranda 
sigillum commune prefate ecclesie de Coverham presentibus 
duximus apponendum. [_Anoilier cojnj of tlie above is on folio 
83 b.] 
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61. CommiBaion to Hold aa Eleotion. 1 148S. 

BUkojt Redman, unable through preei of work to preiiiie 
III election, of a new abbot far St. RadcguniV: comiiiiBsioju 

abbota of Langdon, Bileigh, and BegTiam, together with hit 

own chaplain, Robert Bcdall, to da lo. They have power to 
vitit, correct abiuei, and proceed to election ; or to quaahany 
election for a legitimate cause. And if the community 
cannot choose a fit pertori, they may theiiuelvet make Ike 
choice and excommunicate refractory canon*. [Probabty 
entered a» a form.] 

Ktcardus, peniiietjione Divina Assaveueis episcopns, abbas A. foL E 
inonast«rii beate Marie Magdalene de Schappe, alias Heppa, Ordinis 
PremoiiBtrateiisis, Karlioleasis dioceais, et revereudissimi in Christo 
patris et Domini Domini Johannis, Dei et sancte Sedis Apoatolice 
gracia, Premonstratcuais abbatiB totius Anglie, Wallie, Scocie et 
Hibemte Visitator, et reformator uiiieus et geoeralis, pteiuseima 
potcBtate legitime et literatorie eiifflcienter depiitatue, prekarisBimis 
confratribuB abbatibus de Langdcm, Bylegbt, Begham, et dilecto 
nobis in Christo filio Iloberto Bedall capellano nostro, salutem et 
commissa iideliter adiniplere. Et quia, nnper vacante ecclesia aancte 
Badegundis, qae noBtra dinoacitur ecclesia filialis, per mortem bone 
et felicis meniorie Henrici nuper abbatis ejusdem, et nos divei-ais et 
arduis negociis pluries prepediti ijuod ex tunc prout ex nunc ad 
eleccionem novi abbatis personaliter descendere, ut vellemus iion 
valenius : Nos igitur, ne ulteriiis ipsa ecclesia pastoris solacio 
dealituta in spirit iialibua et temporalibuB gravia pateretur dispendia, 
vobis omnibas et Bingulis, de quorum discrecione, Ordinis zelo, et 
pnidencia non modicum confidimus, conjunctim et divisim damns 
et concedimuB nostrani plenariani potestatem et mandatnm apeciale. 
vice et auctoiitate nostris, dictum mooasterium viBitare, et tjuo 
digna coiTigendi reperiretia reformare, et deinde inibi ad novam 
eleccionem procedere, et dictam eleccionem regendi electumque 
con firm and i, vel si exposcatjusiticia eleccionem cassandi, electura- 
que ex causa legilimnifpi'obfiudi. (Juod &i iiiler fratre* de eligeudo 
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abbate faerit suborta discordia vel sdasaray ita qnod de facili 
ner^niverint ad nnitatem et ooncordiam revocari, tone damns et 
vobiB committinms aactoritatem nostratn et jdenariam potestatem, 
eidem eccleide de persona ydonea in patrem et pastorem ejnsdem 
ecclesie caoonice providendi, contradictores et rebelles si qni fueriot 
per senteociam exoommnnicacionis majoris, et alias Ordinis penas 
compescendi, ac omnia alia et singula in premissis faciendi que ncs 
faceremns si presentes, et plenias habitori qnicqnid per voe circa 
premissa, hac tantom \nce, actum foerit sen provisnm. In cnjos rei 
testimonium, sigillum nostrum commissionale presentibus duximus 
apponendum. Datum in monasterio nostro de Schappe zx. . . . 

6 Xmh, be- $2. Decree of Election of Abbot of St Agaiha*i. 

twMB 1478 

•** ***^* Bishop Bedmafif on vacancy of 8L Agatha's by death of 

Abbot W, EUerton, appointed 6 March for new elcetum, by 
authority of abbot of Newhouse, the mother house of 8t, 
Agatha's, Took ahbot of Coverham as his assessor. After 
usual formalities, William Clyntes, of that house, was elected 
by way of inspiration. This was approved and confirmed, 
and the new abbot was inducted with the usual ceremonial, 

A. (ol. 102 b. Universis sancte matris Ecclesie filiis presentes literas inspecturis 
Ricardus etc. salutem et noticiam veritatis. Nupervacante ecclesia 
monasterii sancte Agatbe nostri Ordinis Premonstratensis, Ebonn 
censis diocesis, per mortem Dompni W. Ellertone nuper abbatis 
ejusdem: Nos igitur, ne ipsa ecclesia pastoris solacio destituta 
in spiritualibus et temporalibus gravia pateretur dispendia, assig- 
navimus dicte ecclesie fratribus, sic vacantia, diem eleccionis novi 
abbatis faciende, auctoritate venerabilis confratris nostri abbatis de 
Neuhous, patris abbatis prefati monasterii sancte Agathe, in hac 
parte nobis specialiter commissa, diem videlicet vi. mensis Marcii. 
Quo die adveniente, Missa de Spiritu Sancto ante omnia, ut moris 
est, celebrata, nobisque una cum venerabili confratre nostro abbate 
de Coverbam in hoc negocio nobiscum assumpto, ac omnibus dicte 
ecclesie fratribus in domo capitulari existentibus, monuimus ut 
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oniiies et eingiili excommunicati, suspeasi, vel iuterdicti, bi qui 
essent, Capitulutn exirent, alios libei-e eligere permittentes, pro- 
testando expresse qnod non fuit intencionis iiostre in presencia 
taliiim ad eleccionem novi abbatis procedere ((uotiuomodo. Etlecto 
c.ipitnIo9tatut(iriiinno3tri Oi-dinia de uovoabbate fnciendo, invocata 
priiia Spiritiis Sancti gracia, tandem placuit omnibus et singulis 
eidem ecclesie sic vncanti da pastore future per viam inspimcionia 
Divine pro videre, prout statu ta nostri Ordinis exigunt et r6t[uirunt. 
Qui tunc alibi diverteiites, statim, favente Altissimo, Wyllelnium 
Clyntes, ejusdeni ecclesie confratrein, virum utique providum et 
discretum, in spiritualibus et temporalibua laudabiliter circum- 
spectum, vita et moribua plurimum commendandum, scientem 
eciani et volent^'ni jura ecclesie sue tueri, uotni nave runt, et nullo 
peuitus discordant© concorditer elegentnt. Nos vero dicti electi 
consensu petito etprimituaoptento, dictam eleccionem et personam 
electam diligenteresaminantes, prout decet, ipaum fratrem W. C. ia 
abbateni et pastorera predicte eccleaits snncte Agathe rite et 
cinonicc electuni ; ac eleccionem sic legitime factam, secundum 
formam nostri Ordinis atatiitorum et privilegiorum, Inudaniua, ap- 
pi-obamus, et tenoi'e preaencium confirmamus. Quibvis peractia, 
omaea una voce Te Deiim lautltimiis decantavenint, et ut moris 
est in ecclesiam addiixerunt; quo quidem psalmo decantato, ipaum 
electum et per nos confirmatum installavimus, et iu posaeaaionem 
dicte ecclesie sancte Agathe induximua corporalem, campanas dicte 
ecclesie in raanibua suis tiadendo. Et premiasia omnibus sic rite 
peraclis, et nobis ac omnibus dicte ecclesie confratiibus ad 
Capitulum itei-ato revereis, sun-exeriuit omnea et ainguli pi«fate 
ecclesie professi, et dicto electo sic per nos confirmato obedienciam 
mnnualem fecerunt, tradito per nos prina aigillo ministi-acionis aue. 
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4 Jan., 1490. 63. Alnwick. Election of Abbot. 

Bishop Redman, on vacancy of AlntvicJi through death of 
Thomas AlmtHch, appointed 4 January, 1490, for new election, 
[M8. breaks off.] 

A. fol. 88. Universis sancfce matris Ecclesie filiis etc. . . . Nuper vacante 

ecclesia monasterii beate Marie de Alnwike, nostri Ordinis Premon- 
stratensis, Dunelmensis diocesis, per mortem venerabilis et bone 
memorie Thome Alnwike etc. . . . auctoritate qua sapra et patris 
abbatis de Neuhous, cujus in hac parte vices gerimus speciales ; 
videlicet diem iiii'"" raensis Januarii anno Domini M^CCCC nona- 
gesimo. Quo die adveniente omnes fratres de gremio prefate ecclesie, 
[invocata] piius Spiritus Sancti gracia, omnibus confratribus 
prefate ecclesie complacuit [^Breaks off liere abruptly. The omitted 
words J represented by dots or ' etc., may be inserted from the foU 
lou'in^f document rehttiTirj to Coclcersand.'] 

16 Bee., 1490. 64. Cokersand. Election of Abbot. 

Bishop Redman, after death of William Bmoland, late 
abbot of Coclcersand, appointed 16 December, 1490, for election 
of successor, by his Qwn autlwrity and that of John Asglin 
abbot of Croxton, whose place he wa^ taking. After usna 
formalities, John Preston was elected by way of inspiratioiK 
Election confirmed by Redman and his assessor, Heli, prior 
of Hornby ; installed with the usual ceremonies. 

A. fol. 88. Universis sancte matris Ecclesie filiis presentes literas in- 

specturis Ricardus, etc. salutem et noticiam veritatis. Nuper 
vacante ecclesia monasterii beate Marie de Cokarsand, Ordinis 
Premonstratensis, Eboraceusis diocesis, per mortem venerabilis et 
bone memorie Willelmi Bowland, nuper abbatis ejasdem : Nos 
igitur, ne ipsa ecclesia pastoris solacio destituta in spiritualibus et 
temporalibus gravissima dispendia pateretur, assignavimus priori 
et dicte ecclesie fratribas, sic vacantis, diem eleccionis novi abbatis 
faciende, auctoritate qua supra et patris abbatis de Croxton, 



COLLECTAKEA AXGLO-PREMONSTHATENSIA 



in 



CUJU9 in liac parte vices gerimas specialea, videlicet diem x\-i 
niensia Decembns anno Domini mcCcc nonageaiino. Quo dii? 
iKipeniente, oranes fratrea <Ie gi-emio dicte ecclesie unanimiter 
congregati in dorno capititlari, primitua, ut moris est, Misaa de 
iSpiritii Sancto celebrata, lectotjue capitulo de novo abbate faciendo, 
iuvocata prius SpiriUis Sancti gracia. omnibus confratribna prefate 
ecclesie complaciiit per inspiracion em ejuadera Spiritiis Sancti 
absque vicio dictani celebrare eleccionem. Et statim, favente 
Altiasimo, Johannem Preston, ejusdem ecclesie confratrem, vinira 
ntique providum ct discretum, in spirituaiibus et temporal ibns 
circumspect urn, vita etmoribus pliirimum commendandum, scienterii 
eciam et volcnti^m jura ecclesie sue tueri, nominaverunt, et nollo 
penitus discordante concorditer elegerunt. Noa vero, dictam 
eleccionem et personam electain diligenter, proat decet,examinanteB, 
ipsum fratrem .J, I'reston in abbatem et pastorem predicts ecclesie 
de Cokaraand rite et canonice electum, ac eleccionem sic legittime 
factam, assumpto nobiscum ad hoc confratre noatro Helia, priore 
pvioratus de Honiby, landamus, approbanms, et tenore presencium 
confirmamas. Quibiis ita peractis, oinnea Te Deuin I'liuliimvs 
decantaverunt. Quo psalmo decantato, ipsum electuni et per ngs sic 
conflrmatam, ut moris noatri Ordinis est, iiistallavimus et in 
possessionem dicte ecclesie de Cokarsand indiixiraus corporalem, 
campanas ejusdem ecclesie in manibas suis tradeodo. Et premissi, 
omnibus sic rite iwractis, et nobis ac omnibus sepi'ilicte ecclesie 
confratribna ail Capittiluni itei'ato reversis, surrexerunt omnes 
profesai et dicto electo sic per noa confirmato obedientiam 
maaualem fecerunt, tradito per nos sigillo ministracionis sue. 
Omnia premisaa et singula omnibus quorum interest vel interesae 
poterit notificamns per presentes. In quorum omnium testimonium, 
lidemet robur. aigillum nostrum una cum sigillo communiejusdem 
monasterii de Cokarsand presentibus du:cimus apponenda. Datura 
in monaaterio predicto de Cokarsand, die, mense, loco, et anno 
Biipradiclie, et nostro cocsecracionis auno xix etc. 
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tt Oet., 1401. 65. Pension to John Stanley, late Abbot of Dale. 

Richard, the new abbot, and convent grant John Stanley, 
the late a^bbot, a yearly pension, by permission of Bishop 
Redman, of 20 marks : ix. from Stanley Orange 4 m^irhs, 
Hilton 6 marks, Alwa^ston Change 10 marhs, for life ; to be 
paid regularly by the farmers of each grange respectively. 
Also for a manse and dwelling, all those rooms, 'tarn altas 
quam bassas,* which he now occupies, and has long occupied, 
called formerly Chaddesdene Chamber, with the storehouse 
and woodhouse pertaining to it ; wood and coal a/nd their 
carriage, and candles ; and a canon as chaplain, and weeJcly 
sufficiency of best bread and food, of meat and fish, etc , and 8 
pots of beat beer at their expense, to be procured where he 
will in the neighbourhood. Also keep for two servants, a man 
and a boy ; stabling, pasture, and forage for two horses to 
be found all the year round. Also two silver saltcellars as 
a mark of honour, silver etoer' and cover, and other plate; 
linen for household at * Roosters^ to be given, but to be kept 
in repair at his expense. He must not sell, pawn, or alienate 
the plate, which must revert to monastery at his death, 

A. fol. 101 b. Omnibus Christi fidelibus hoc presens scriptum indentatura 
visuris vel audituris, llicardus, abbas monasterii beate Marie de 
Dale et ejusdem loci conventus, salutem in Domino. Cum 
venerandus pater Dompnus Johannes Stanley, nuper abbas monas- 
terii predicti, senciens se debilem et infirmum ad regendam 
monasterium predictum, volensqne utilitati ejusdem monasterii 
providere, sua sponte dignitatem suam abbacialem nuper re- 
signaverit : Sciatis nos prefatos Kicardum, abbatem modemum, et 
conventum, nostro unanimi consensu pariter et assensu, licencia 
prius a reverendo in Cbristo patre et Domino Domino Ricardo, Dei 
gracia Assavensi episcopo, Visitatore nostro, petita et obtenta, 
dedisse, concessisse, et hoc presenti scripto nostro indentato, con- 
firmasse predicto venerando patri Dompno Johanni Stanley unum 
annualem redditum vigintimarcarum exeuntem de omnibus grangiis, 
terris, et tenementis nostris infrascriptis, videlicet de Stanley 
graunge, quatuor marcas, de omnibus terris et tenementis nostris 
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in Hilton in comitatu Derbieiisi, sex marcas, e.t de Ahvaston 
pmuiige, decern marc-aa: habendum ot percipiendum dictum an- 
nnalem redditum viginti marcarum de omnibus grangiis, terris, 
et tenementid predictia, cum oinnibuB et singulis auis pertinenciia, 
predicto Jofaanni Stanley nuper abbati ad t«rminum vite sue, ad 
terrainos ^olucionis ibidem coneuetoa et iisualea, per manua omnium 
et singulorum fimiariorum predictarum grangiarnm, terrarnm, et 
tenementflrum quorumcumque pro tempore exiat«ncium et occii- 
pancium. Preterea sciatis nos dedisse, concessisse, et boc present! 
scripts noatro indentatti coniimiasae prefato Jolianni nuper abbati, 
pro manao et mansione sua, omiies illns cameras tam altas quam 
bassas ijuaa occupat, et diu occupavit et inliabitavit, ac modo occu- 
pat, olim vocataa Chaddesdene ' Chaumbcr, cum promptuario et le 
wodehouse, durante vita sua. Dedimus et concessimna insaper 
eidem Johaiini Stanley ligna eb carbones cum cariagio eoruudem 
pro focalibua ad ignem suuni faciendum necesaaria et Bufficiencia, 
candelasque sufficientea pro luminibus ania, et cjuod babeat unum 
cuncnnonicum noatram capellanum ad dicendum aecum servicium 
Divinum cotidie sicut decet. Dedimus iaauper et conceasimua, 
damuaque et per presenter coiicetlimus eidem Johanni Stanley pro 
victu suo aeptimanatim durante vita sua, panes sufficientea de 
optima pasta in monasterio noatro facta, et cibaria sibi saltibria, et 
pro victu suo suSiciencIa de L-m(nina noati'a, videlicet fercula carnium 
et piscium ac aliorum cibariorum secundum quod diea expostu- 
laverit, et aeptimanatim octo lagenas optime aervisie pro pota suo, 
sumptibiis noatria pi-ovidendas et sibi deliberataa, ubicumijue talis 
Bervisia adquiri poterit et provideri in villia et locis i-ircumvicinia, 
JDxta abbatliiam noatram, Conceasimus eciam eidem Jobannt, 
panem, potum, victualia, cibaria et fercula, tam camium quam 
piaciiim et aliorum cibariorum, necessaria et sufficiencia pro duobua 
famuUs predicti Johanuia quoa eligere voUierit ad voluntatem auam ; 
videlicet || ununi hominem et tmum adolescentem sive puerum, ct foi. i02, 

' Cbftddesden, a manor belonging Xo Dalr. vrns three iiille^ [rom Devl>j'. and 
midwa)' betneeu thai cilj and Dale. 

VOL. I. 1 
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quod liabebit pasturam et fenum pro duobus equis suis custodieiidis, 
tarn in estate quam in yeme, et stabalum necessariam pro custodia 
ipsorum infra situm monasterii supradicti. Et quia volumus quod 
idem Johannes honorifice pertractetur, concessimus eidem Johanni, 
ad usum suum, duo salina argentea vocata saUselleis, unde unum 
cum coopertorio, unam crateram argenteam cum cooperculo, duas 
murras argento deaurato circumligatas, sex coclearia argentea, 
totum ornamentum camere sue vocatum Koosters, ac pannos, 
tarn laneos quam lineos, ac alia necessaria tarn pro lecto suo 
quam pro alio lecto pro predictis famulis suis occupando : ita 
quod idem Johannes predictos panno3 pro lectis predictis sibi deli- 
beratos reparet sumptibus suis postea sicut sibi visum fuerit com- 
placei*e : habenda et congaudenda omnia et singula premissa prefato 
Johanni modo et forma supradictis ad terminum vite sue absque 
impedimento vel contradiccione nostri vel successorum nostrorum : 
proviso semper quod non licebit prefato Johanni prefata salina, cra- 
teram, murras, coclearia, pannos, nee aliquam parcellam eorundem 
alicui dare, vendere, alienare,' vel impignorare, sed quod inmediate 
post decessum suum, nobis, successoribus nostris, et monasterio 
nostro integre remaneant et revertantur. In cujus rei testimonium 
uni parti hujus scripti indentati penes predictum Johannem 
remanenti, nos, predicti abbas et conventus, sigillum nostrum com- 
mune apposuimus ; alteri vero parti ejusdem scripti penes nos 
remanenti, predictus Johannes sigillum suum apposuit. Datum in 
domo nostra capitulari, vicesimo octavo die mensis Octobris, anno 
Domini millesimo cccc"® nonagesimo primo. 
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66. Decree of Diectiou of Wm. Eawle as Abbot of Lavenden on the 14 itanli, 
EcBignation of Wm. Kyrlewe. ^^^^^ 

Boberi, abbot of Welhech. had appointed for tuhprior and 

community, 14 March, 1602,yor electing auccemor, by authority 
of abbot of Siitby, in tvhote name he aeii : he v)a» accom- 
panied by abbot of Langley. After uiaal ceremonies and 
prayert, nine of the cano^ta iwrc appointed to elect by compro- 
rninnon. They elected Wm. Hawlc. Thii choice tht abbot 
of Welbcck ronfirmed, and he ioru inttalled, took ponesiion in 
the ordinary %vay, and received the obedience of the COMmnnity 
and hit seal of office. List of canons is yiveii, 

Universia sancte mntris Ecclesie iiliis presentes literas inspec- A, tol. 1S8 
turis Kobertus, Dei paciencia monasterii beafe Marie sanctique 
Jacobi apoatolideWelbeke, Ordinis Premonstratenais, Eboraceiisis 
dioceais, salutem et noticiam veritatis. Nuper vacaiite ecclesia 
de Lavenden, nostridictiOrdinis, Lincolnienaisdiocesis, perliberam 
resignaciooem veuerabilis confratris domini Willelini Kyrlewe 
miper abbatis ejusdem ; Nos igitur, ne ipsa ecclesia pastoris Bolacio 
deetituta la Bpiritualibns et temporal! bus gravia puteretnr diif- 
pendia, asaignavimua snppriori et dicte ecclesie fratribus sic 
vacontis diem eteccioDia novi abbatis faciende, auctoritate ])atris 
abbatia de Sulby nostri dicti Ordinis, cujiia in liac part« vices 
gerimus apeciales, asaiimpto nobiscum venerabili confratre nostro 
abbate de Langley nostri Ordinia prenominal.i, Norvicensia diocesia, 
videlicet xiiii diem menais Marcii. anno Domini millesimo quingen- 
tesimo secuiido. Quo die adveniente, omnes fratreade gremio dicte 
ecclesie unaniniiter congregati iu domo Gapitnlari, primitua, ut 
moria est, Jtissa da Spiritn Sancto celebrata, lectoqne capitulo de 
novo abbate facieiido, invocata prius Splritua Sancti gracia, 
omnibus fratribus dicte ecclesie complacuit eidem ecclesie aio 
vacanti de pastore futnro per viam comproraissi providere, prout 
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statute nostri Ordinis exigant et requirunt. Omnes unanimiter, nullo 
penitas discordante, dederunt fratribus TLome Camfelde, Willelmo 
Bulwyke, Johanni Kyrkby, Willelmo Hawle, Edmando Fyscher, 
Henrico Layke, Johanni [erasure]^ Waltero Wightone, et Ricardo 
Bramptone, canonicis ecclesie predicte, plenatn, generalem, et 
liberam potestatem ac mandatum specialem, per certain tempns eis 
panris limitatibas daratamm, eligendo novum abbatem, de seipsis 
sea de gremio alterins ecclesie nostri Ordinis confratribus, quem- 
canque proat eis et ecclesie sae magis expediens yidetur. Dicti vero 
compromissarii debite super Sancta Dei Evangelia jnrati, dictam 
potestatem eis traditam acceptantes, et in partem postmodum se 
invicem dimittentes, fratrem Willebnnm Halle ejasdem ecclesie 
confratr^m, vimm ntiqae providnm et discretnm, in spiritaalibns 
et temporalibas circamspectam, vita et moribns plurimnm com- 
mendandam. scientem eciam et volentem jura ecclesie sae taeri, 
noininaverunt, et nullo penitus discordante, concorditer eligenint. 
Xo6 vero dictam eleccionem et personam electam diligenter pront 
decet examinantes, ipsnm fratrem Willelmnm Hawle in abbatem 
et pastorem predicte ecclesie de Lavendene rite et canonice 
electuuK ac eleccionem sic legittime factam laudamus, approbamas, 
et tonore pn^sencium confirmamus. Quibus ita peractis, omnes Te 
ll^m huihimm decantaverunt : quo psalmo decantato ipsam 
eleotuni et per nos confirmatum, ut moris nostri Ordinis est, instal- 
lavinui8« et in possessionem dicte ecclesie de Lawenden induxi- 
iiiU8Corix>raIem,cam[pan]as dicte ecclesie in manibus suis tradendo. 
Kt pr^missia omnibus sic rite peractis, et nobis ac [pre]dicte ecclesie 
confratribus in Capitulum iterato reversis, surrexerunt omnes et 
•inguli dicte ecclesie [fratres], et dicto electo et per ncs confirmato 
obedienciam manualem fecerunt, tradito per nos [sigillo] ministra- 
eionis sue* Omnia premissa et singula omnibus quorum interest vel 
iateit^sse poterit notificamus per presentes. In quorum omnium 
t ll>« I t>e6t[imomum, sigillum] meum, una cum sigillo communi predicte 
ecclesie, uecnon sigillum predicti abbatis [de Langley], presentibus 
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duxiraiiB flpponendnin. Datam in moaasterio predicto de Laven- 
dene, [die], mense etanno supradictis. 



Frater Thomas Camfelde. 
WiMelmus Bulwyke. 
Willelmns Hale. 
Joliannes Kyrkby. 

Waltei-us Wyghtoii. 
Jobaniies [emsef/]. 



Frater Ricardus Bramptxine. 
Henricus Layke, 
Kdm undue Fj^Bcher. 
Johannes Kent. 
Willelmns Newport, 
novicins. 



67. Langley ; Decree of Election of Abbot ""•'' "0! 

Boberi, abbot of Welheck, ieeautc Langleij was reemitly 
vacant by reaiijnation of Walter Alpe, ajipoi-nls March ISOS 
for the election of a iiticceMor. After iwual formalilica, 
WilMtim Ki/rlewe, abbot of Litvenden, laaa eUclcd by way of 
Divine intjtiration. On hit contenting to accept, the abbot of 
Welbeck approved and confirmed the election; and he wan 
inttalleii ivith the iiiual formalitiet. 

Universis sancte matria Ecclesie filiia preaentes litteras inspec- a. ful. 77. 
turis, Nob Robertus, Dei paciencla abbas monasterii beate Marie 
saiictiqne Jacobi apoatoU de Welbeke, Ordinis Premonstratensis, 
Eboracensis diocebis, satutem et noticiaui veritatis. Nnper vacante 
ecclesia de Langley noatri dicti Ordinis Preinonatratensis, Norwi- 
censia diocesis, per liJjeram resignacioiiem et cesaioueni spontaneam 
venerabilia fratris Walter! Alpe nnper abbatie ejusdfin : Nos igitur, 
ne ipsa ecclesia paatoris solacio destituta in apiritnalibus et tem- 
poralibos gravia ulteriua pateretin- diapendia, auctotitate pateniali 
nobis in bac part« commisaa, asaignavimua dicte eccleaie fratribua 

sic vacantia diem eleccionis novi abbatis faciende, videlicet die 

mensia Mareii anno Domini M° n" seciindo. Quo die ad7eniente, 
omnes confratres de gt-emio dicte ecclesie uuanimiter congi-eguti 
in dome capitnlaii, piimitua, ut mons est, Missa de Spintu Sancto 
celebrata, lectoqae capitulo de novo abbate facieiido, invocata piins 
Spiritus Sancti gracia, tandem favente Altissimo, per viam inspira- 
cionis Divine, dominum Willelmum Kii-lewe, abbatem de Lavenden, 
nostri dicti Oi-dinis, Lincolniensis diocesis, vJrum utique provtdum 
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et discretum, in spiritualibus et temporalibus landabiliter circtim* 
spectum, vita, sciencia, et moribas plnrimum commendandum, 
scient^m eciam et volentem jui*a ecclesie sne tueri, nominaverunt, 
postulaverunt, et nuUo penitus discordante, concorditer elegerunf. 
Nos vero. dicti electi et postulati consensu petito et primitus 
obtento, dictam eleccionem et personam electam diligenter prout 
decet examinantes, ipsum fratrem Willelmum Kyrlewe in abbatem 
et pastorem dicte ecclesie de Langley rite ut premittitur electum, 
et postulatum, ac eleccionem ejusdem canonice factam secundum 
formam . statutorum et privilegiorum nostri Ordinis laudamus, 
appix)bamu8, et tenore presencium confirmamns. Quibns peractis 
omnes una voce Te Deum laudamvs cantaverunt, et ipsum electum 
et coniBrmatum, ut moris est, ad ecclesiam deportaverunt. Quo 
quidem psalmo decantato, ipsum electum, ut moris est nostri Ordinis, 
installavimus, et in possessionem dicte ecclesie induximus cor- 
poralem, carapanas dicte ecclesie in manibus suis tradendo. Et pre- 
, missis omnibus sic rite peractis, et nobis ac omnibus dicte ecclesie 
confratribus ad Capitulum iterate reversis, surrexerunt omnes et 
singuli dicte ecclesie professi, et dicto postulato et electo sic per 
nos confirmato obedienciam manualem fecerunt ; tradito prius per 
nos sigillo ministracionis sue. Omnia premissa et singula omnibus 
quorum interest vel interesse poterit notificamus [per] presentes. 
In quorum omnium testimonium, sigillum nostrum, una cum sigillo 
communi dicte ecclesie de Langley, presentibns duximus appo- 
nendum. Datum in monasterio predicto de Langley, anno, die 
[et] mense infrascriptis. 

84][aj,i508. 68. Commission to elect a new Abbot for Barlings in place of 

Tlios. Belesby, deceased. 

Anxiousto soothe their grief and provide anew pastor. Will 
he at Barlings on June dth, together with abbots of l^ewTiouse 
and WelbecJCf to preside at election. All canons of house to be 
cited to be present. No seculars of either sex to be invited. 

A. fol. 159 b. etc. salutem et spiritum consolacionis. Karissimi, 

nunciis vestris per vos disgret^ nuper nobis [co]mmi86i8, plenarie 
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l»i-s('ntiinn8 de ct super morte bone ct felicia mpmori^ veneroliUis 
confiatpis nostri Domiui Thome Belesby, nuper abbatis ft. pastoria 
vestri, viani universt- carnis jamdudum ingressi, super quo iiou 
mediocriter cor nostrum est affliclum ot totalit^r aDxialum. I'rolli- 
dolor! mora que milli parcia, aed quociens et quantoB cursim 
invadia pariter et rapia, nostnim fideliBsimum, Cfterisqiie omnibna 
predilectiasimnin, abstraxiHti aniicum, Qnamobrem, ve.*tra intellecta 
desolacione qua uua nobiscum participes estis, iDtimi meroris alfecli, 
Bed aaper biijusTiiodi vcstra (."ODSoIacione et iitilitate quam cicius 
retnadium, qunntunt in nobis est, providere volentes, et antique 
(levocionia et dileccionia venerabiliuin confratriim vestri monaBterii 
abbatum defiinctomm raemores existeiites, ac do vestra religioea 
convevsacione pluriinum in Domino confidentea, duxitniia voa 
inajorem cfteria nostri Ordinis quibuscunque profeaais favorem de 
presentc conaequi et graciam, quatenus umim de dicte vfstre eccleaie 
greraio et non alterius, non obstante statuto in contrariiim de 
abbatum eleccioue edito, eligere vobis licitnm erit, quern sanior pai-a 
congregacioiiis eligendum canonice diixerit. Quocirca ne dicta 
veatra eccteaia tarn et tanti patris et pastoria solacio destituta, in 
apiritualibua et temporalibus gravia iilterjus temporis protraooione 
paterelur di9i>endia, vobis per presentes significamus, (juod ix die 
meiisis Junii proxime futuro poat datum presenciiim, hora vesper- 
tiua vel circiter, inpransi, ad vestrani eccleaiam in pt-emissis conau- 
leudum, novique abbatia eleccioiu-m rite et canonice celebraturi, 
una cum venerabiiibua conrratribus nostris, videlicet abbnte de 
Xenlious cui filiales eatia, necnon abbate de Welbeke, propter 
auctoritatem t«anumque eorundem consilium, nobiacum in boc 
negocio a nobia advocatia pariter et citatis, peraonaliter proponiinus 
descendere. Idcirco priori dictoecclesieprecipimusquateuus omnrs 
dicte eccleaie confratrea intua et extra resideutea, ad dictam elec 
cionem debite et legittime citentur snb pena contemptus. Et ne 
aliquoa secularea vel regidares, sive cujuscunque aexua atatus seu 
condicionia aint, ad predietum diem et locum quovismodo convocet 
liiciat. sub pena masimi contemptus. Datum aub 



120 COLLECTANEA ANGLO-l'REMONSTRATENSIA 

sigillo nostro visitatorio, in monasterio de Beacheffe no6tii dicti 
Ordinis, xxiiii die mensis Mail, anno Domini milledmo quingen- 
tesimo tercio; et nostre consecracionis xxx"^, translacionisqae 
eecnndo. 

1508. 69. Orant of Annuity and Priyileges to an Abbot who has Sesigned. 

Form originally made out by John Atkogh, ahbot of Cover- 
ham, hut al80 used by John Bayns, ahbot of Barlings, for 
concessions to John Bromfield and William Forman respec- 
tively. 

By consent of Chapters, grant <m above of 20 marJcs and 
10/. 18«. 4(2. respectively, to be raised on house property, for a 
yearly pension for life, payable in quarterly instalments on 
February 2, Pentecost, August 1, and November 18 {St 
Martinis), Orant of a room. In the refectory, as often as he 
goes there, the ex-abbot to have same dishes and drink set before 
him as before the ahbot ; if he dimes in his oum apartments to 
have portion of two canons. He is altogether exempt from 
the duties of choir and other regular exercises. Proper 
respect to be shown him everywhere. Free to leave confines of 
monastery when lie likes, and to have the use of a suitable 
number of horses from abboVs stable; also leave to select one 
ay servant and a boy ; these to be fed by house. All the fire- 
wood lie needs to be supplied from the woods. If the pension 
falls into arrears more than forty days, he may distrain 
for it, 

A. fol. 88. Noverint universi per presented, Nos Johannem Askogh [Bayns], 
abbatem monasterii beate Marie de Coverham [Barlings], Ordinis 
Premonstratensis, Eboracensis [Lincolniensis] diocesis, et ejusdem 
loci conventum, unanimi consensu et assensu tocins Capituli noetri, 
dedisse, concessisae, et per presentes confirmasse venerabili con- 
fratri nostro Johanni [Willelmo] Bromfeld [Forman] nuper abbati 
monasterii nostri predicti, annualem pensionem [decem libranun] 
xx^^ markarum [xiii s. iiii d.] legalis monete Anglie, de omnibus 
maneriis terris et tenementis nostris cum suis pertinentiis : haben- 
dam, levandam, et percipiendam predictam annualem pensionem ad 
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usnm, neceasitatera, et austentocionein prefati Johannis [Willelini] 
Bromfeld [Forman] pro termino vite ejuedem ad quatuor terminos ; 
videlicet, ad feata PurificaciouiB beate Marie, Pent«coate, ad Vincula 
sancti Petri, et sancti Martini in yeme, equis porcionibus solvendani. 
Ulteriuaqne uoa prefati abbas et conventiie considerantes dicti 
venerabilis confratria corporis debilitatem. ac in senectutem pix)- 
cessiase longevani, acta laboresc|ue prist inos eideni inoiiosterio 
tempore sui regimiDis utiliter factedamus ' et coiicediniua omnes 
pecimias que in atipite sancti Simeonis oblocione fidelinni offe- 
i-uiittir. lltam eciara cameram iti latere claustri situatam, cum 
libero ingresau et egressu de eadeiii, tam per ostium patens iu 
clanstrum quam per aliud deducens in ecclesiam ciinctis tem- 
poribus eongruia et opoitunis.' Nee non eciam quociens nobiscnm 
in mensa sedere voluerit, ejc oranibua et eisdeni ferculis et cibaiiis 
que coram nobis pro tempore opponuntiir edentea pariter simtilque 
de eodem potu bibentea. Sin autem alias in camera sua comedere 
sibi magis placuerit, tunc lioneste et siitScienter de melioribiia 
cibariis post abbatem sen'etur sicut duobus de canonicia noatris 
debeat ministrari. Et omnino sit exemptaa et exoneratus de choro, 
claustro, ceteriaque I'egularibus observanciis. Et intus et extra, 
honor debitus aibi ab omnibus impendatui'. Et bene sibi licebit, 
ad placitum auum, omni tempore congrao, septa nionasteiii fxiro 
amicos visitare, aive' alicubi peregrinari. Et pro equitura sua 
quociens sibi ticebit equitare competenter de stabulo abbatia 
babebit quantum ad erjuos cum ceteris ad hoc pertinentibus. Damus 
insuper et concedimua sibi, unura eligere sementem secularem cum 
uno parvulo q)ios sibi magis placere conapiceret, qui a nobis tantum 
cibura et potum percipient. Ulteiiusque eidem concedimus suffici- 
enter lignum focale ad comburendum, de ^ilvia nostris per servientes 
nostms vel snccessorum nostrorum cariandum. Et ad omnia et 
iiingiila premiasa ex paiie nostra pro termino vite prefati Johannis 

■ So in MS. : rend facta, dumut. 

' Probabl; sometbiag omitted bera, aucb as daynus ct conceilimiis, 

■ So in MS, ; ? retkd placebit. 
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[Willelmi] Brorafeld [Forman] fideliter perimplenda, obligamus 
DOS et siiccetisores nosti'os, ut quociens contingat dictam annualem 
pensionem xx** [decern, etc.] markai'um aretro fore in parte vel in 
toto non solutam per xl dies post aliquod festum quo ut prefei-tur 
Holvi deberet,* Necnon eciam submittimus nos nostrosque suc- 
ci»ssores correccioni revei'endissimi in Christo patris Rycardi 
lledmayu Assavensis epi^copi, abbatis de Schape ac Visitatoris et 
I'eforinatoris Ordinis Pivmonstratensis tocius Anglic, quam pen- 
Hioneni prefatam reverendus pater prefatus domino Johanni 
[Willelmo] assignavit. Necnon insuper correccioni et arbitiio 
omnium commissariorum et Visitatorum post ipsum canonice 
intranciam. Ac eciam insuper ob majoris securitatis certitudinem, 
<(uod revei'endibus [sic] abbatibusde Garvyset sancte Agathe bene 
licebit et licitum erit pro defectu solucionis ut premittitnr, in 
maneriis, terris et tenementis nostris cum suis pertinenciis dis- 
tringi>re, districcionesque sic captas effugaiv, asportare, et penes se 
retinore, quousque eidem domino Johanni [Willelmo] de prefata 
pennione cum ari*eragiis, si que fuerint, plenarie sit solutum et satis- 
factum. In cujns rei testimonium, sigillum nostrum commune, una 
cum sigillo administracionis officii nostri, presentibns dnximus 
appononda. 

Ho dftU (Afttr 70. Form of Besignation of a Prelate into the hands of the Visitor. 
ia08). 

N,^ (l€9irou9 of disburdening himself of the p^relacy and 
rule of Newhouse, voluntarily and knowingly from. Jienceforth 
cedes it, and resigns into the hands of N, the dignity, poS' 
session, and place he had and held as abbot, and all right 
and title to the same ever given, or in future to be given, both 
in temporals and spirituals, absolutely and simply and freely ; 
and by these signed presents confirms the act. 

We, N., commissary-general of abbot of PremotUre, except 
the cession, resignation, and renunciation of N. 

JLilh, I" ^^^i nomine. Amen. Ego frater Th. N. [W. Forman], 

abbnn istius monask^rii de Neuhouse [Barlings], Premonstratensis 

i AppareDlIy an omUsioD here. 



COLLECTASBA iNGI.O-PREUONSTKATESSrA 



123 



Ordinis, Lmcolniensts diocesie, cura mea in hac parte affectans 
exouerari, curam, preliiciam,et regimen dicti monaaterii voluntarie, 
ex carta Bciencia, ex nunc cedo, et diguitatem, posBeasionem, et 
locuni, <meni et r[ua3 habui et tenui in ist-o monasterio <le Neuhouae 
tanquam abbas ejusdeni, et omne jus et titiilum niihi aliqnaliter 
debita in eod<'in vel in post<-rum debenda, in temporalibns vel in 
spiritualibua, in sacras inanus veatras, i-everende pater Domine 
Tbotna Wilkinson, abbas de Welbek et I'everendiasimi patris noatri 
Premonstratensis abbatis coram issariuti generalis, pure, Bponte, aim- 
plicitor et absolute, re et verbo, cutn omiii juris effectu reaigno, et 
in hie scriptis renuncio, sigillum officii meivobia tradendo in aignuni 
resignacionis et renunciacionis raearum predictarum, vobis humiliter 
supplicans et devote quatenus istas meas cessionem, resignacionem , 
et renunciacionem, vice et nomine reverendisfiimi patris nostri 
Premonstratensis abbatis, velitia admittere, meque a eura, reginiine, 
dignitate, possessioiie, et jure meo prelacie diet! raoiiasterii, et ab 
administracioue ejuadem penitns absolventea et banc eccleaiam 
auctoritate vestra ad presens fore vacantem [declarare velitia]. 

In Dei nomine, Amen. Nos Thomas Wilkinson, abbas de 
Welbek [Schappajet revereiidiseimi patris nostri Premonetratensis 
abbatis commissariusfjeneraliSjtuaafraterTh. [WilIeIme]cesaioneni, 
reaignacionem, et renunciacionem prelacie istiua monaaterii vice et 
auctoritate prefati patris admittimus, et te ab nmni onere, euro, et 
regimiue istius monasterii exonerauius et absolvimna in Liis scriptis, 
et iatam eccleaiam nunc fore vacantem [declaranius]. 

71. ElectionB. 1 



ted which tfould annul an Election. 
Si omittutur forma tradita: Ccjiihilo, I'roptci: 
8i tracteut et eligant, coi'pore prioria [aut] abbatis noii sepulto : 
Cupitulo, Bojie. 

Si tractatuB habitus tit' cum il!o (|ui eligendus est, ve! cum 
amicis auis : Caj>itulo, PoMj^isiin. 

' So in Peck's trMJscript ; read si;. 



I', lol. 13. 
(Reg. Prem. ] 
(. 119 b.) ' 
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Si prebuerit assensura electioni, antequam eligeretur. 
Si electio facta sit per secularis potestatis abusum. 
Si facta fuerit per canonicos et laycos. Mossana} 
Si electores eligant contra formam eis traditam. 
Si fiat prius appellatione legitime interposita. 
Si fiat ad clamorem populi. 
Si fiat clandestino. 

Si, impedimento legitime cessante, non eligant infra tres 
menses. Quia tnnc devolvitar ad superiorem. 
Si fiat a minori parte Capituli. 
Si non fiat a majori parte, respectu totius Capituli. 
Si fiat a suspensis. 
Si fiat ab interdictis. 

Si fiat ab excommanicatis, excommnnicatione majori. 
Si indignus fit * electas : puta excommunicatns vel interdiclus. 
Si non sit natus de legitimo thoro. 
Si sit ydeota ; hoc est, illiteratus. 
Si sit inhoneste vite. 
Si administret antequam confirmetur. 
Si procedatur ad secundam electionem. 



SEcnoN III.— PROVINCIAL CHAPTERS. 
1110. 78. Mandate to summon General Chapter. 

Adamj <ibbot of Primontrif to abbots of Langdon and 
Sulhy to summon English abbots about payment of Sub- 
sidies. 

P fol 90 b. Adam, Dei patientia, Premonstrati abbas, venerabilibus dilectis 

A^b ffwn* Jq Christo fratribus de Langedona et de Sulleby abbatibus, salutem 

et sinceram in Domino caritatem. 

I So in Peck's transcript ; probably intended for the scribe's comment, mos 

satMU» 

• Bo in Peek's transcript : read sit. 
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Cam, a temporibua retroactis, abbates Anglie tallias sibi et 
suis ecclesiis impositas solvere nou curaverint; et aliqaem pro- 
cessam pro eorum contumacia et inobedientia, in nostro Capitulo 
general! fecerimas per vos eis omnibus divulgandum ; 

vobis firmiter et districte precipiendo mandamus, quateiius ad 
certos diem et locum (quos expediri videritis) abbates Anglie 
omnes et singulos citetis et convocetis, auctoritate nostra, ordina- 
tionem et processum nostri Capituli generalis vobis directos eisdem 
ostensuri, proposituri, et nlterius in omnibus facturi, pro nostri 
Ordinis libertate, omnia que ipsum negotium predictum exigit et 
requirit: contradictores et rebelles per censuram ecclesiasticam 
compescentes. 

Datum Premonstrati, a.d, mcccx., sedente nostro Capitulo 
generali. 

73. Sommons to General Chapter. Abbots of Langdon and Sulby 18 Get. isio 
oonvoke Chapter at Lincoln to confer about payment of 
Sabsidies. 

Having represented their brethren at general Chapter , 
they are now appointed to acquaint ihem unth decinone there 
come to. Hence aummon all to Chapter at Lincoln for 
let December next, to deliberate on their affaire. Abbots of 
Beauchief and Talley to pay their portion of the Visitors* 
expenses for journey before that date, 

Willielmus et Henricus de Langedona et de SuUeby, Dei p. fol. so. 
patientia, ecclesiarum abbates, venerabili et dilecto in Christo fratri l^f V^™ 
abbati de Neubo, salutem et sinceram in Domino caritatem, etc. 

[This document is printed in Section /., No. 6.] 
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lf*¥*iiib«f I 74. Mandate to Ohaptar of Lincoln. 

A bh(fl of Newho to abbots of the Midlands. Having received 
viandatc of abbots of Langdon and Sulhy {as in preceding) j 
passes it on^ and warns abbot of Beauchief of the expenses 
he has to meet. 

||.fol,Ml, VnncmI)iliI)UB in Christo fratribus, domiuis de Nenlions, de 

1. 70 I),) ' Hftrlynj(H, do Wolbok, do Dale, de Bello Capite, de Tupholin, et de 

Hii|{iH«by, Doi ^atia abbatibus; fraterWiIIielmus,Ejasdem patientia 
abbaN dci NcMiboii, nulutein et Bincerani in Domino caritatem, etc. 

( Thh ilocuitiont h 'printed in Section L, No, 7.] 

> Ajirll, Uft4. 75, Citation of all Engliih Abbots and Chapters to Provincial Chapter 

at Northampton, issued by Thomas, Abbot of Begham, and 
Commissary of John, Abbot of Primontri. 

In </m(« fiiriH all summoned to meet in the church of the 
Fntii's l^iYachtrs at Northampton on 10 July following. 

W fnl. nt. I IntvorHiN ot ningulis nostris l^remonstratensis Ordinis abbatibus 

} iijji, 1**'**' pi holMini oonvontilms, viz, de Dureforde, Tichfeld, Torre, Hales, 

VVr»lbnk. Hovichiof, Heppe, Blancheland, Alnewyk, Egleston, 
N, A|fathai (\)verhani, Hagneby, Tupholme, Barlynges, Neabous, 
aliaH dieta Neusum, Ci^oxton, Neubo, Sulby, Lavynden, Weste- 
IK^rliatn, Wendlyng, Langele, Layston, Bylegh, Langedon et 
H. Hadegundis; Thomas, permissione Divina, abbas monasterii 
Ji Marie de Begham, Ordinis Premonstratensis, Cicestrie diocesis, 
n^vonMulissimi in Christo patris ac D.D. Johannis, Divina provi- 
dt^nt ia, I Vemonstratensis abbatis, in Anglia commissarius generalis, 
omn sue plenitudine potestatis. salutem et mutnam in Domino 
ottritatenK 

i\\xn autem moraliter )>er illud ad mentem reducitur. quod 
l>ununu8 fiUia Israel inter se litigantibus in hiis verbis consuluit^ 
dict^us, ut habetur in Exodo, Hahfiis Aaron ei Vr rolHSCwn : U fptid 
m^tww f^^rit f/tf^iONi4e inter x\^^ rffereiis ad eo$:^ habebunt etiam 

Exod. SXIT. li« 



OOLLECrASEA ASGLO-PHEMOXSrRATENSIA 



12 



commiiiiia in iiostro L'remonstratoiisi OrJine privilegia n summia 
pontificibus conceasa, per quod iutelligitur Aarun ; etiam et 
statiita ab antiquis patribus iiDanimi assensu ordtnata, per qaod et 
hie interpretatiir L'r: 

Si quid sciBine, aiit rnncoris difformitas, aiit vite indisciplijiate, 
aut aliis qiiibusvis vitiis in Ueligioiie nostra regnantibua, que 
rirtutibus adversantur, secundnni prophet i cum dictum, virtutea 
nam cum vitiis remanere non possunt, que desolationem regni 
inducereDt; ne deeoiatio Ordinis nostri fieret ut apposite dicitur in 
eraDgelio, <rmn£ regnum in se dii-isum desolahibir, ei domuii lupra 
domum eadet, e/e.' ; exemplo discipnloruni Domini, propter metum 
Judeormn, in uniim ]| amgregafi,^ o[Kirtunum est et nobis in unum r 
I'ongregari : 

quapropter nos prefatua Thomas, abbas do Begham, aiithoritate 
predicti reverendissimi patria, etc, voa omnea et singuloa, etc. 
exhortamur et rai.meinua, primo, secundo, et t-eitio, ac tenore pre- 
sentium peremptorie citamua, quod compareatis, 

et quilibet vestrum predictoruni monaateriorura abbatum in 
propria peraona sua compareat ; 

neciion et omnium et aingulorum monasteriorum couveiitus per 
Bufficientea procnra tores, etc. 

coram nobia in ecclesia conventuali fratrum Predicatorum 
North am ptonie, in nostra generali convocatione celebranda, ibidem 
X. die menais Julii proximo jam futuro iiichoaoda, cum continua- 
tione et prorogatioiie diernm et locorum immediate subeequentium 
et exiatentium ; 

ad dicendum inibi et proponendum, etiam et ad alligandum et 
tractandum ea, que honoi-em Dei et commune Ordinia iioatri 
eommodura condueunt, quatenus per ea simili niodo ut discipuU 
Chriati(qui unnuimiter in oratione peraeverabant ") sitia et unanimea, 
tam cordeqnnniore. Eteic poteritia virtutea plantare et vitiaextir- 
pare, quod domum ' est ad rectum iter reducere et di^aolatio regni 

' Lnke. \i. 17. ' Jobii, \x. 19. 

' Acts, i. W. ' Ho in Pei:k''( IninBCripl : vcn.l Doinhii. 
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per divisionem Beligionis (quod alienum est) per caritatis non ficte 
vinculum reformare ; et sic, per consequens, dictam nostram con- 
vocationem una nobiscum feliciter terminare. Si et, quatenus in 
vobis, illud S. Augustini preceptum (ubi dicit) ut sit vobis anima 
una et cor unum in Deo, reperiatar. Quod et vobis concedat (lui 
corda fidelinm gratia S. Spiritus inflammat. 

Datum apud Begham, viii. die mensis Aprilis a.d. mccccliv. 



Ante 10 Jul J, 76. Letter in preparation for General Chapter. 

1464 

To a certain Brother — order to preach at general Chapter 
on 10 July, 1454, by order of abbot of Begham, He U to 
prepare one or two sermons. 



f. 90 b.; 



P. foL 82. Predilecte in Christo. 

f^h?*™' Scire velitis, quod ex mandato reverendi in Christo patris 

Thome, permissione Divina, abbatis de Begham, etc., x. die mensis 
Julii proxime future, nos cum aliis coabbatibus nostri Ordinis apud 
Northamptoniam, in ecclesia conventuali FF. Predicatorum, sumus 
personaliter comparituri, ad dicendum inibi et proponendum etiam 
et tractandum ea que honorem Dei et commune Ordinis commodum 
conveniunt : 

Quocirca vos, ex parte reverendi patris predicti, nostraque ex 
parte, precipiendo rogamus, quatenus ad dictos diem et locum 
nobis personaliter occurratis ; vosque ad unum sermonem vel duos, 
si commode poteritis, coram nobis et universis, dictis tempore et 
loco, congregatis : ad laudem Dei et utilitatem proximi dicendum 
inibi et pronuntiandum diligenter providere curetis. Valeatis in 
Domino. 
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77. Sefinitioiu of General Chapter held at Horthampton. 10 July, lOJoly, KM. 
14S4. 

Diffcrencei in dreii (defended by an ApoatoUe Bull) to 
be ended Ihtu : allproniUe to give up uie of blaeh garment* 
like Ihoie worn by Black Canont, and lo conform lo uicofPri- 
montre. Some wear rochela, directly contrary to tlieir staluiei. 
Thit now ratified. Prelates to toear blach shdlcapi evert/- 

Fr. Bob. Staveley, tubpr-ior of Welbcck, loae present as 
proctor of that hoaie. 

la convucatione celebrata apad Northampton, aoDo Domini p. loi. ea. 
MCCCCLiiir. quia magna difformitas habitus nostri, viz. delatio l^'jti'b'r'"' 
rochetarum et varietaa capiciorum "■ et pileorum Ordiiiis nostri, 
permaximuni generat scandalum ; qnonim usu, predictum habituni 
occupantes eon intendunt dimittere, set ae ipsoa defendunt per 
quandam Bullam apoBtolicara, quam ipsi de novo impetrave- 
ruot; 

idcirco noa omnea prelati et procuratore8 in predicta convoca- 
tione exUtentes, pro bono pacis et uniformitate liabitua nostri in 
regno Auglie liabenda, et ampliori caritate nutrienda ; similiter 
etiam qnatenna vestre placuerit patemttati, una cum consensu 
et aaseneu totiua Capituli generalia, in partibns vestTis cdlebrati, 
ad infrascripta conscendimus et concordamus in hunc modum : 



quod omnea prelati et aulxliti capicia ' gerentea aecundum 
modum et forma nigrorum canonicornm promisernnt, pro se et 
subditia suis, predicta capicia,' ad modum et formam nigrorum 
canonicornm coaptata, penitna demittere ; et capiciis^ in monasterio 
Premonstratensi, a primaria institutioue Onlinis uaque ad preseus 
rite usitatia, in omnibus conformare. 

Set quia nonnalli Ordinis nostri in partibua Anglie, privilegiia 
apoatolicis muniti, circa Divina celebranda et alibi (cnjua contrarium 



' So ill Peoli'e 



cript ; leai capiilioi 
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in memoria non existit) rochetis uti consueverunt, et adhuc tern- 
poribns utuntar modernis, directe contra statata nostrl Ordinis in 
contrarium edita ; 

hinc est quod nos prelati hnjus convocationis diflSnitores electi, 

ac etiam procuratores predictis diffinitoribus snum prebentes 

assensum, considerantes difformitatem in babitu nost.ro predict o, 

f. 83 b. pie volentes predictam deformi || tatem ad unitatem reducere, 

diffinierant : 

qnod qnilibet Ordinis nostri rochetis circa Divina celebranda et 
alibi sub capis claastralibus et equitaturis uti deberent. Similiter 
dominus Premonstrati et Capitulum generale hoc concesserunt 
et etiam confirmarunt necnon ratificare decreverunt. Similiter et 
ipse dominus abbas hujus decreta, concessa, confirmata et ratificata 
sub sigillis ipsius domini abbatis et Capituli generalis autenticis 
transmittere et destinare voluerit. 

Item predicti diffinitores diffiniemnt et determinaverunt, quod 
quilibet prelatus nostri Ordinis in regno Anglie ubiqae pileis 
nigris uti poterit, si vestre placuerit paternitati, sub modo et forma 
vestrarum concessionis et ratificationis predictarum hajus[modi] 
determinare. 

N.B. In hoc Capitulo affait Fr. Robertus Staveley de Welbek 
supprior, ejusdem ecclesie procurator. 
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78. Citation to General Chapter at London, issued to all the aitnth, 
English Abbots by Thomas, Abbot of Begham. '*** ^■ 

To meet on 4 June next at SI. Barlhohmew'i, in Smith- 
field, in the church of tlie canant regular af St. Aitgutline. 
Peter Manlhorpe i* his meticnger. London e)ioien, for take of 
advice they mill ntcd to teek in temporals as well at tpiritwiii. 
Thi) advice ntould be harder to obtain in more remote tpoU. 
The old comwiMflton lo abbot of Shap ji'iw qiiatliei on 
B January, a-nd llutt of abbnt of Begham renewed. For laha 
of comTiion good, all eJiould know deed* belonging to each 
houie ; hence atteiled and eealcd copies to be made, with 
nainei of popes who may luive been granfon, lo be presented 
to Chapter. 



Thomas, Del patientia, abbas monaeterii B. Jlaiie de Begham, P. foL « 
Ordinis Premonatratensia, Cicestrie diocesis, reverend ia aim i in , gj'. ^ 
C'hiiato patria pt D.D. Symonis, Divina pertuiBsione Premonatmti 
abbatis, in partibus Anglie et Wallte wnicus commissariua generalis, 
cam sue plenitudine pot^estatia ; vobia ac univei'sis et singulis 
noatri Ordinis in regno Anglie et Wallie confratribns et coabbatibua 
Qostris, vestiisqae conventibus et eonim singulis, s^alutem ac 
fii'inain in Domino caritatem. 

Noveritis nos litei-aa predict! Ti. Symonis, etc. i-ecepisae : 
<]Uftrura auctoritate literarum volentes, ut teneninr, efiectualiter 
procedeie justa vires, ne tenipua tanto poteatatls nobia et vobia in 
partibus Anglie et Wallie per predictani com miss ion em tam 
plenarie attribalam in nostro vestroqne defectu, desidia, spu 
necgligentia tepide, quod absit, absque communi commotio 
aniittamiis ; 

vos dominos coabbates noatros prelibatoa omnea et singuloa. et 
vestrum quemlibet, auctoritate predicts nobis commiaaa, I'equirimns 
et monemue, piimo, secando et tertio, ac etiam tenore pi'esentinm 
>peremptorie citaraus, qnatenns compareatia et qnilibet veati-nm ■ 
-%ompa'rent pertonaliter coram uobit!, sen nostria in hao parte 
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deputandis pluribus aut uuo, in eventu quo nos impedirj conti- 
gerit, in ecclesia coiiventuali canonicornm regulanuni Ordinis 
S. Augnstiiii, S. Bartholomei, Londoniia in Sniythfelde, Londoni- 

. ensiB dioceeis, iiii die mensis Junii proxime futuiti, cum || contiuua- 
tione et prorogation© dierum tunc sequentiura, una nobiscum 
generals Capitiilum nostri Ordinis, juxta formam predictanim 
litej-arum, celebraturi ; atque pro utroqne statu inonasterioi'um 
noBtri Ordinis in partibus supradictis, et pro evidenii utiUtate, 
honestate et tranquil litate prelatomm et sabditoram nostri Ordinis 
ealubriter proviauri; addacontea vobiscnm qnilibet uiium aut 
plnres procnratorem aut pi-ocuratores, nomine conventuuin ves- 
trorum, per ipsos conv-entus libere eligendoa, et cum buo avisamento 
tranamittendos, vel ealtem sufficientia pixx: urate ria veHtrorum con- 
veiituum com ipaomm avisamento dii-ecta aliia peraonia nostri 
Oi'dinis ydoneia per ipsos conventuB nominandis, quoa in dicta 
convocatione preseiitea contigeiint intei-essc; factnri etiam et in 
omnibua recepturi, quod tfnor et eflectue predictanim literarura per 
omnia exigunt et requimnt ; sub pena excommunication is majoris, 
quam in omnes et singulis nobis sen nostris mandatia minime 
obtemperantes, nostra raandatave.dictis die et loco non comparendo, 
contempnentes, culpa, mora, seu oSeusa pi-ecedeutibiis in eventu 
quod non penenerint, nunc praut tunc, ferimus in tiis scriptis; 
termini antepredicti abbreWationem, tnm propter animarum pen- 
culmn, turn propter nostri Ordinis incrementnm et libertatum 
presei-vationem, sic duximns moderandum, 

J^reterea vobis et vestnim cuilibet, tenore presentinm intimamus, 
quod dictis die et loco nuliius vestrum absentiam habere volumus 
excusatam, nisi qnatenua ad id nos aitaverint canonice sanctiones ; 
quodqne super exliibitione et porrectione pivsentium vobis et 
vestrum cuilibet, sive vobis absentibua presidentibus veBtronim 
conventuum, facienda, Petra Manthorppe nuncio nostra in hac 
parte jorato, plenara fidem odhibere volumus in futurum. 

). FresentesautemliterasaostraBpeneedictumnuncium || nostram, 
latorem earundem, volumus et decrevimus remanere, et non penes 



COLLECTAKBA ANGLO-PltEMOrfSTRATENSIA 



133 



voa vel vestrorum subditorum aliqnem eeu aliquos, contra ipsiua 
Tolnntatem, aliqaaliter detiaeri ; scientes, quod si quicquam in 
contrarium per vos, aut aliquem veatrum, Ben veatris vice, auctoii- 
tate, vel mandate in pi-emissisautaliqiio premifiBorum attemptatom 
fnerit, publice vel occulte, dictam majoria excoramunicationis aen- 
tentiam in vos ac eos et vestrnm ac eorundem quemlibet in hac 
parte culpabilein, trina monitione canonica premissa, veatriaqae 
dolo, fraudp, necgligentia, i-ebelHone vel inobedientia precedentibue, 
nunc prout tunc, ferimua in hiia scriptia. 

Insuper ne miremini quod prefatum generale Capitulum apud 
London, nt premittitur, celebrabitn r ; quia talia iiunt in generali 
Capitulo dicto, pi-o communi Ordinis utilitate et honore, per nos 
proponenda, qite sano tam temporal! quam splrituali egent con- 
Bilio; quod, aliis in partibus Anglie, procul remotis, non pot«rit 
Peperiri absfjue maximis cum expensia et importabilibua. 

Ulteriua univei-aitati veatre ac singulia nostri Ordinia profes- 
Baribus, tenore presentium inuoteacimue, quod prefataa reverendis- 
sinrna pater D. Premonstrat«nsis omaea concessionea et coinmissionea 
1>. Ricardo Redman, abbati monaaterii de Heppe, nostri Ordinia, 
aut nlils quibuscunque nostrt Ordinis in dicto regno Anglie et 
Wallie monasteriorum abbatibus, ante nonum diem mensis 
Januarii ultimo elapao conceasiis, totoliter caseavit et annullavit, 
caasasque et annullataa de cetera fore eaa declaravit ; nobiaijue, ut 
premittitur, vices auas plenarJaa idem revei-endissimus pater, 
corporal! sua absentia, totaliter comniit>it. 

Idcirco, auctoritato qua supra, iiihibemus omiiiblia prelatis 
noatri Oi-dinia et eorum subditia in dictis partibus existcntiLus, ne 
eoruin quia vel qui, eideni commiaa&rio anuullato nee commisaioni 
ejus annullate, ut premittitur, quo (| modo pareatia aive obediatia, i. w b. 
pareat give ubediat eiadem quivis vestrum, aub ) eua < xcom- 
municationia majoria. 

Premissia nostris mandatis, ymmo veriua, ipsins Domini Pre- 
monstrati maadatia, necnon parentem seu r-on parentes, nunc 
prout ex tnnc, fenmiia Hiia scriptia. 
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Preterea, cjuia diversa privilegia comaiuma nootri Ordinis iii&a 
regiiuni Aiiglie, in dirersis monasterilB iiostrl Ordinis, exiatuikt 
auteaticis sub dgillo consignata ; de quibu3 volumns tarn no8 quam 
omnes alios prelatoa et sabditos nostri Ordinis plenarie informari ; 
nt ex ipsis possimua et posaint de cetera in nostris et ipsoruui 
negotiis tam privatis quam commuoibiis contra iDJuriatores qnos- 
libet fortiua roborari ; 

idcirco vobis et reatrum cmlibet districts precipimus et man- 
damus, quatenus scrutatis veatris cartariia et regiatris per vos et 
vestros expertissimoa concanoiiicoa diligenter pro hujiianiodi com- 
mnnibna privilegiis, que apiid vos, subaigiilis pluoibeiavel aUcujus 
oBicialia aut inatrumento reperiri poterunt nllo modo, ipsorum 
copias, una cum declaratiom^ plenaria nominis cujuslibet pape 
concedeiitis, vobiscum aJ dictum generale Capltulum int^graliter 
afferatiB, vel saltern illuc (si peraonaliter iion veneritie) per veatrum 
procuratorem afferri fideliter faciatis, aicuti aostri Ordinia diJigitia 
commodum et honorem. 

ac etiam later! presentium de aula expeneia et pro laboribua 
liberaliter sat is faciatis. 

Datum apud Begham, xxiv. die meoais Martii, aimo Domini 
MCCCCLVIII. 



IS April, 79. Citation by Eioiiard, Abbot of Shap, to all Abbots of England to 
attend a General Chapter to be held at Lincoln, in virtue of 
the new ComnUBsion. Chapter is to open on 11 June following:, 
in the Church of the Aagnstiniane at Lincoln, 

PJoL 91, Ricardua Redman, humilia abbas ValHs Magdalfne de Heppa, 

J. 95.') ■ etc. Tenerabili confratri abbati de Welbek ealutem in omnium 
Salvatoro. 

Cum quedam uostri Ordinis etatum, commodum, ct bonorem, 
animarumque salutem concernentia, cum omni celeritatti possibili 
de nccesaitate emineant pertractanda, que veatram et ceteroram 
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prelatoruni nostri Ordinis presentiam requinint necesaario per- 
sonate m ; 

liinc est quod nos requiiimns, moDemus, et auctoritate diet! 
D. Premon strati, tenor e preseatiam peremptoria citamus, qaatenos 
coram nobis xi, die mensis Jonii proxime futoro post datum pre- 
sentiutn, liora capitulari, in eccleaia conventuali FF. Ordinis 
S. Augustini, Liucolnie, personaliter compareatis, in nostro general! 
Capitulo, die et loco premissis, cnm coiitinuatione et prorogatione 
dierum sequentiuni, tractaudum et celebrandum ; ac pro veatro 
conventu, eorum nomine et pro se, procurator aufEciens, per eos 
sine impedimento quocumque assumptua, dictis die et loco com- 
pareat et interait ibidem, ad ea que statutis, distinctionibus et 
privilegiis nostri Ordinis consona /uerint, nna nobiscuin et aliis 
Ordinis prelatis, ut moris est, statuendum, pennutandum, con- 
firmandum, corrigendum, et, Di-o dante, canonice reformandum; 
Bcitnri pro certo quod vestram absentiam personalem habere 
nolumus aliqualiter excusatam ; sed in prelatorum ibidem non 
comparentinm contumaciam et rebelltonem omnimodis censuris 
juris et Ordinis diatrictisaime procedemus. 

Valeatis in Christo. Dntum in monasterio noatro de Hepp, 
i Aprilis die xii., anno Domini MrccCLIX. 

Hicardua Redman, Abbas de Hepp, 



80. Definitions of a General Chapter held at Lincoln in House of ii/u«,i4S9,J 
the Friars Minor ; Richard, Abbot of Shap, and John, Abbot 
of Leiston, presiding. 

No committanj of abhot ofPrimoiUri to lieenu anyeanon 
to tetoc churchtt, or aiteni univertiiie*, or journey, dc, with- 
out coTuent of llial eanon't own local tuperior. AUo no 
aibot to pelition for any power to vitit, rfc, cither from abbot 
of Primontri or general CJiapter, unlets he be elected thereto 
6y at least a majority of the prelattt of the Order. 

Memorandum, quod anno Domini mccCCLUC, ordinatum fuit in F. (ol 95. 
convocatione Ordinis nostri, sive in nostra Capitulo generali cele- (Taf j 
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bratam ^ apad Lincoln, in domo Fratram Minorum ; ^ presidentibus 
ibidem Ricardo abbate de Hepp et Johanne abbate de Leystone, 

qaod nallas commissarius Domini Premonstrati sen generalis 
Capituli,' licenciabit aliqaem professnm noetri Ordinis, ad deservien- 
dam sive ministrandum in qnacnnqae ecclesia sea capella, carata 
vel non carata ; nee ad famalandum caicanqae persone eccleaias- 
tico sea secnlari ; nee ad scolatizandam, aat extra claasam sta- 
dendam sive peregrinandam, sine licentia sai proprii prelati 
expresse obtenta ; et si secas actam faerit, omni vigore careat et 
efiecta. 

Item, Btatatam est, qaod nallas abbas sea sabditas nostri 
Ordinis Premonstratensis impetrabit aliqaam commissionem sea 
potestatem a Domino Premonstrati sea Capitalo general!, vel a 
sammo pontifice ; sen alias impetratam recipiet, ad visitandam et 
reformandam, sea aliqaam jarisdictionem exercendam in dicto 
Ordine, nisi ille quem prelati dicti Ordinis, vel saltem major pars 
eorandem, concorditer elegerit ad jarisdictionem hajasmodi exer- 
cendam. Qaod si qais contra fecerit, a nallo prelato dicti nostri 
Ordinis recipiatar. 

' So in Peck*B transcript ; read celebrato, 

* It will be noted that whereas the summons issued in the previous April gave 
the convent of the Augustinians as the meeting place of the Chapter [vide No. 79], 
nevertheless some alteration evidently took place in the arrangement, as the 
Chapter was held in the convent of the Friars Minor. 

* ? read gemrale Capitulum, 
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81. Citation to a General Chapter at Hortlianipt«ii. IT lone, 

' between 14TO 

nichard Redman, buhop a/ St. A»aph and abbot nf Shap. •n* !*»■ 
CommUiary general of Hubert, abbot of Pr^moitlri, $enda 
greeting to the abboti of Bcglutm, Tupfiolme, and Langky, 
and in virtue of hit iiowert tummoui litem to a general 
Chapter to be held in the convent of the Friars Preachert at 
Northampton, to he opened on 17 June next ensuing. Orders 
the said abbots for the lecond and third time, and peremptorily 
cites them for the said date at 9 a.m. And t)ieij are to luarn 
titfir respectir-e communities to appear htj llieir proetort at 
tlw same place and time. No excuse v/ill be taken for abiejice 
except for just cause canonically certified ; a token is to be 
tent that the present letters have been dulij received. All are 
to assist tlie bearer of tltete on hi* journey. All are to furnish 
original or authentic copies of privileges tliey possess that 
affect Ihetiielfare of the lultolc Order, with particulars relating 
thereto. 

Ricardua permisBione Divina Assavensia eplscopus et nbbas A. to). *l. 
monasterii beate Marie Magdalensia de Heppa, Ordinia Premon- 
strstensis, Karlioleiiais diocesis, reverendissimi in Cliristo patris 
et Domini Domini Hnberti, Dei gi-acia abbatis monasterii I'remon- 
strotensia ia partibus Anglie, Wallie, Scocie et Hibemie commis- 
sariua generalis, cum sue plenitudiae poU-etatiB, venerabilibua con- 
fratribna noatris monasterionim de Bigham, Topholnie et Langlejre 
abbatibufl noatri predict! Premonstroteiiais Ordinia, Cicestrensis 
diocesis, LincolnienBis diocesis, et Norwictnaia diocesia, salutem in 
omnium Salvatore et fraternam in Domino caritatem. Noveritia 
i ex certia cauaia racionabilibus et legitimis nos et 
1 noatrum moventibua, auctoritate dicti reverendissimi patris 
et Domini Domini FremonEtrateiiais abbatis, in reforrnacionem 
morum et correccionem criiuinum et defi-'Ctuum, ac ad salutem 
onimarum et conservacionem Religionis et status mouasterioruiu 
ejusdem, tam In Bpiritualibus quam in temporalibua, juxta atatuta 
et privilegia et regulares obBervancium' Ordinia antedicti, generale 

' So ill MS. ; raad olBen-ancias. 
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Capituliim, sWe coiivocacioaem prelatorum, rite et canonice celebraid 
omnPH et singiiloB coabbatea nostros infra regiium Anglic iibilibet 
constitutes, auctoritate predicta reqiiivisse, legitime monuisse ac 
peremptorie citasae, ad compareiidum coram nobis ant iioatro in 
parte commisaario in domo Fratrum I'radicatorum ville Northam- 
tonensis, xvii"" die mensis Junii proxime future in Lujusraodi 
generati Capitulo, sive convocacione prefata, cum continuacione et 
prorogacione dierum ex tunc sequenciuro, Dei presidio ibidem 
celebrnnda, Voa igitiir onines et singulos monasteriurum de 
Bigliam, Topboline et Langley prodictos abbates, auctorltate prefati 
reverend is si mi patris et Domini Domini Huberti PremoiistrateDsia 
abbatia quam in hac parte fungi comprobamur, requirimua et 
monerous, pro secundo et tertio ac eciam teuore presencium peremp- 
torie citamus, quatenus predicto xvii die mensis Junii proximo 
futaro hora novenu conipareatis et quilibet veatrum compareat 
person alit*T, in dicta doino Fratrum Predicatorura predicte viUe 
Northampton en si B, com continuacione et prorogacione dierum 
Bubsequenciuui, una nobiscum dictum generale Capitalum sive 
convocacionem prelatorum Ordinis antedicti, juxta vim, formam, 
et effectum commissioniB nostre a prefato reverendissimo patre 
nobia tranamisse, celebraturi atque pro utrofjue statu monaste- 
riomm noBtri Ordinis in regno Anglie con ati tu torn m, et pro evident! 
utilitate, honestate, et tranqniUitate prelatorum et subditoruni 
eorundem aalubriter provisuri, ac rite et legitime proceasuri, et 
procedi viauri, ulteriuwjue facturt et recopturi, ac fieri, statui, et 
decrevi ' viauri quod juatum fuerit et racionia et sacria dicti Ordinia 
convenit institutis. Vobis insuper mandamus quatenus moneatia 
et citetia, seu sic monerl et citari faciatie peremptorie conventua et 
omnes confratres vestroa, cjuos nos eciam teuore presencium sic 
monemaa et citamaa, quod compareant coram nobia aut nostro in 
hac parte commisaario, die et loco predictia, per eornm procuratorea 
sufficienter instructos et cauonice electos, in bujuaraodiCapituIo ut 
prefertur, proceasuri et procedi visuri et audituri, nt est juatum. 
' So ift MS.; '! icai dfci'tiil. 
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Preterea vobia et vestrum cuiUbet tenore preeeticiuui intimamus 
quod dictiB die et loco hdUius veBtntm absenciam habere volumus 
excusatam bac vice, nisi quatenus ad id nos artaverit canonice 
sanctioLies, (juodtiue super tradicione et porrecciono presencium 
vobis et vestrum cuilibet sive vobis absentibus siive presentibaa 
veetrorum conventuum, faciendis latori presencium fidem indubiam 
volamua adhibere. Ac insuper vobis ruandaniua et districte pre* 
cipimus quateuus, visls preseutibus, eas nuncio nostro in hac parte 
electo indilate retradatis, in alils locis per euiu exequendas. Et ai 
quid in coutrarium per vos aut per aliquem vestrum seu vestris 
vice auctoritate vel maudato in premissia aut aliqiio preniissorum 
nttemptatum fiierit, pnblice vel occulte, sentenciam excominiinica- 
cionia majori!^ in vos, eos [et] eoniiii quemlibet in hac parte culpa- 
l)ilem vel cuipabiles, trina monicione canonica preinissa, veati-isquo 
dolo, fraiide, uecligencia, rebellione, vel inobediencia precedentibus, 
nunc prout ex tunc, et pro ex tunc prout ex nunc, ferimua in hiia 
scriptis. Inanper voa rogamus et eciam ex officio precipimus, si 
aliqua privilegia que totum Oi'dinem nostrum concernuut, aub 
sigillia autenciis ' in monasteriis vestria babeantur, qnateniis ea vel 
eoram copias, una cum declaraclono pteuaria nomiuis cujualibet 
pape eadem concedentis, vobiscum ad dictum Capitulum integraliter 
afieratis, sicuti nostri Ordinis diligitia commodum et bonorem. In 
cujna rei testimonium etc. 



82. The Provincial Chapter at Lincoln. ig] 

Th^ ritalion h> the mctlh.g ; the Mu»fi of Ihe Holy Ghost ; 
clrelion of definitora. Begiilationa made a» lo the difpo- 
lilion of the Divine Office and the obnervanee of featta. 
Uniformity of habit decided vpon. 

In Dei nomine. Amen. Anno Domini m[cccc] septuageaimo A, ( 
vi", mensia Julii die x.", com prosecucione dieruni sequencium, in 
domo Fratram Minorum civitatis Lincolniensia, revereudus in 
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Chriato pater Ricai-Jus, perinissioiie Divina Aasavensla episcopus 
et veuerabilis ecclesie ValHs Magdalene de Heppa, alias de Scbappa, 
preclarisaiiiii Ordinis Premonatratenaia abbas, KarlioleDsis dioceBis, 
neciioQ commiasariuB rererendiaaimi Domini ac Domini Hubert!, 
Dei ac sancte Sedia Apoatolice gracia PremoDstratensia abbatis, ia 
partibna regni et. circariia Anglie, ^Vallie, Scocie et Hibemie suffi- 
cienter deputatna, ut in illius reverend isai mi patris literis publice 
perlectis clariua patoit auribua omnium [interessenjcinm pariter 
[et] aiidieacium. Qui omnes prelatoa preraisse Religionis candtdi 
Ordinia Premonatratenaia vocari fecerit, debita citacione prius habita, 
a preconizacione legitima ad omniam prelatorum atque couventuiim 
provincialeCapituIum Baoro-sancte Religionia Premonatratenaia pre- 
dicte, anno Domini sapra notato. Convenemnt venerabilee patree, 
videlicBt de Newhowa, AInewyke, Sancte Agathe, Barlynges, Wel- 
bek, Croxtooe, Souleby, Blauchelaiid, Westdereham, Hales Owen, 
Torre, Dale, Tupeholme, Newbo, Beuchefe, Langeley. Coiiyrsand, 
TecliefeUl, Sancte RaJegundts, Leyatone, Dureford, Bylegh, Scbappa, 
Wenlyng, C'overham, Begham, Eglestone, Tallew, Hagneby, prior de 
Horiieby. Qui insimul coDgregati, pariter et uniti. in presenina 
predict! et venerabilis patris in Christo Ricardi Assavensia epiacopi 
ac commissarti reverendissimi patria Domini ac Domini Huberti, 
atque Willelmi, eadem providencia abbatis de Barlyngea, in bo: 
negocio secum specialiter aeaumpti, niodo devociori gracia Spiritns 
Sancti per Missam ejuadeta Sancti Spiritaa solemniter ab eodem 
venerabili episcopo Aaaaveuai, cum decautacione ympni Veni Crealtv 
iSpiritiis, devotissime iuvocatur. Ceteraque necessaria tanti negocii 
fideliter peracta, pariter et pertractata, et sermone latino verbi Dei 
a venerabili patre eadem providencia Divina Johanne abbate noatre 
ecclesie, ej aadem Ordtnia Premonstratenais, de Halesowen, Wigomi- 
ensis diocesia, integraliter complete, iu domo Capitulari predictoram 
Fi-atrum Minorum, ex imanimi consensu omnium prelatomm qnam 
procuratorum conventuum inibi esistencium electi fuerunt in diffi- 
nitorea, patres venerabiles de Newhowa, Halesoweyn, AInewyk, 
Sancte Agathe, AVelbek, Croxtone, Coverhom, Techefelde, Torre, 
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LefBtoue, Sancte Radegnndia, Bnchefe, Sulby, ecclesiarum nbbatea 
atqne prelati. Qai in domo cotnpetenciori illis asaigData diver- 
tentes, ac de divereis negociis illis adminiBtratis deliberate tract antes, 
necnon statoentes, ordinaverunt, et ordinantes decrevenmt quod cum 
Deo summum placabile exiatit quod aponsa ejus militans Ecclesia 
debitis veneracionibua veneraretur infcrius, Iiinc est i^uod dies anni- 
versarius dedicacionum ecclesiarum premisse alme Religionia 
omnium in quibus ipsa dies dinoacitur ease certa, aolempniter tan- 
quam priacipale festum prime dignitatis, deinceps et pro perpetuo 
erit Golempnizata cum aolempnibus octavis immediate setjuenttbus. 
In qni[bua yero n]otum non existit de hujusmodi die anntversatio 
ecclesiarum, prelatorum arbitrio, cum coneensn domini Visitatoris, 
ad eligendum diem anniveraarium convenciorem,' pro perpetuo 
observandum relinquitnr determinandum, Et cum debitns honor 
a fidelibna impenditur sauctis in celis gloriBcatis, eomm suSragiia 
cicius eiadem aubvenientibus laborautibua continue in terreatribus 
inferiusjpenos Divinam magestatem sublimentor. Insuper statnentea 
quod festum Sanct« Elizabetbe ^ erit ut principale featum triplex 
prime dignitatis celebrandum in festo Sanctorum Proceasi et 
Martiniani^ cnm solempnibus octavis immediate seqaentil/UB, nisi 
impediafur per festum ix lectionum ; et lioc perpetuts temporibus 
duraturum. 

J'reterea, cum Deo placabile existit quod omnes servientes ei 
concorditer et unico ritu contententur, statuentes decreverunt quod 
festum Aacencionia miaericordiasiroi Redemptoria Jhesu deinceps 
erit celebratum, ut moria est in universa ecclesia AngUcana, cum 
tribus lectionibua . . . de exposicione evangelii . . . cum tribus 
psahnis primi nocturni, et cnm suia antipbonia, ut in festo Resur- 
reotionis ejusdem celebratur. Ita tamen quod reliqnum servicium 
antiphonarum et psalmorum non omittatur, acd ut habeatnr in 
Bequentibue feriia octavarum aiiccessive et secundum ordinem 
nocturnorum ejusdem feeti. Festa vero Sanctorum atque Sancte 
Crucis, tempore Pascbaii occurrencia, omnia et singula cum tribus 

' So in MS. ; raad eoiivenkntiorim. '' Julj 8. ' Julj 2. 
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lectionibus efc non plaribus in omnibus ecclesiis nostri Ordinis Pre- 
monstratensis celebrabuntur, videlicet in regnis [Anglio ac Scocie] 
1 8 b. Wallie et Hibemie. 

[Anno Domini m^coCLXXVI®] xvi® die mensis Julii, premissa 
gracia Spiritus Sancti invocata, ut moris est, premissi venerabiles 
[patres diffinitores] ut supra tractantes, statuerunt ut festum Beli- 
quiarum erit solempniter celebratum, tanquam piincipale festum 
prime dignitatis, cum legenda et historia, prout habetur propria in 
ecclesia Anglicana. Et hoc in proxima Dominica post festum 
Translacionis sancti Thome martiris, pro perpetuo ab omnibus 
[religiosis] deinceps in omnibus ecclesiis nostri Ordinis Premonstra- 
tensis. Festa sancte Anne matris Marie Virginis atque snncti 
Georgii [martyris] deinceps ut dupplicia festa venerabuntur, ab 
omnibus nostri Ordinis professis annuatim ad Dei complaoenciam. 
. . • Item festum sancti Kenelmi, innocentissimi martiris et regis, 
cum [psalmis] ab omnibus nostri Ordinis professis de communi 
historia unius martiris et cum lectionibus ejusdem quousque 
habeatur. . . • [? Fastum] ejusdem deinceps et pro perpetuo 
decrevimus observandum et hoc in septimodeoimo [die mensis 
Julii], 

Item statuentes decreverunt quod in omnibus ecclesiis nostri 
Ordinis extra solempnes octavas, in aliquibus vacantibus feriis, si 
contingere possit, seu [alias] in festis trium lectionum [? in omni] 
septimana extra xV"^*^ due habeantur commemoraciones, videlicet 
beate Marie et patroni illius loci. Ita quod .... habeant me- 
morias in primis vesperis, ad matutinas, et in Missa, commemora- 
cionem, aut in Gapitulo et hoc ubi minus • • • • cium fieri pot^t. 
Et in hiis ecclesiis in quibus alius patronus non habetur quam 
beata Maria, commemoracio beati . . • • • tanquam pro patrono, in 
omni septimana habeatur, ut supradictum est. 

Commemoracio vero sancti Thome martiris et archiepiscopi in 
[omni] septimana, die Martis si vacaverit, inposterum habeatur, et 
alie commemoraciones predicte habeantur in festis trium lectionuni 
ejusdem septimane ayt in aliqua alia feria vacante : ita tameu quod 



COLLECTANEA A:?GL0-FHEM0S3TRATEKSU 



143 



nulla festa trinm lectionnra omittantar pro hujusmodi commemo- 
racione m aliqua septitnana, Banximus observanda. 

Et festa ix lectionum, infra octavas Corporis Cbristl et oct-avaa 
Omnium Sanctorum deincepf, in ipsis feriia in quas contingnnt, 
celebrabuntur. Et cam feriatnr in ecclesia aliqua iioatri Ordinis 
I'remonstratensis in partibus circariis, in tempore Paschali, nnmero 
tres psalmi asaumentur noctunii i!!iu9 ferie per ordinem, ita quod 
ipsi psalmi jam dicti in proxima septitnana non asstimentur, quo- 
nsqne ille noctnrnns habetur in ipso tempore Paschali. 

Tercia die, videlicet xvii die mensis ejusdem Julii, prfmiesi 
venerabilea patres diffinitores decrevemnt qood omnea fratres alme 
noatre Retigionis, in vigilia Annunciacionis Domiiiice, conveniaut in 
Capitulom bora capitulari, et menioria facta a lectore ipsiua Annun- 
ciacionis Dominice, omnes confratrea se prostemaiit et devote dicant 
antipbonam Ave Regina celonim, Ave domina etc. cnm versiculo 
Afe Maria, et oracione Graciam tiiam, quoa dicet presidena 
Capitnli. 

£t quia prefati venerabiles patrea et difiinitorea diacrepacionem 
habitas considerantes,' in vilipendium nostra Heligionis redundare 
quamplurimnm, mnndatum tiraentes apoatoHcum in Bulla nobis 
traiiBmiBsum, necnon reverendisaimi patria nostri Domini ac Domini 
noatri Huberti rn'monatratensia abbatis, de unitate facienda, in 
litteris aaia commisaionariiB de boc, et alia animos et conscienciaa 
moventia, unanirai consensn, illnd arbitrio Domini Asaareiisis 
epiacopi, ac commissarii premisai Domini ac Domini Huberti Premon- 
atraten&is abbatia, concorditer decrevemnt et insotiti* parere. Qui 
vero honeatatem Religionis affectanter deaideraua. atqne [ut] eccleaie 
filiuB apostolicia mandatia obtemperare, ac notaiti disparitatis [remo- 
vere] ad eadem oportunum providere remedium aanxciendo decrevi- 
mua prout aequitur: Noa Iticardna, permiesione Divina Asaavenais 
episcopuB, necnon reverendiaaimi patria ac Domini Domini Huberti 
PremonBtratenaia abbatia commissariua, cum pleniaaima potestat« 

I So in MS. ; 7 considerabant. 
' 7 read insvlile. 
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Domini pre oculia continue habentes, decorem ac commodum sacrsr* 
tiasime nostre Religionis candide affectantes, ac notam disparitatia 
fiigare ab eodem, omnium pi-elatorum et diffiDitorum concilio, atquo 
procuratorom consensu in nostro Capitulo provinciali exietenciuni, 
statuentes sanxciraus. Et ooinea et siiiguli nostri Ordinis prelati 
atque professi in regnia Anglie, Scocie, Wallie et Hiberaie nnifor- 
miter erunt deincepa apparentes, et religiose geatantes, canonicum 
habitum aptatuni aub modo et forma babitus canonicorum nigrornm 
Ordinis saucti Augustini, sub cujaa beatissimi patris Reguia dines- 
cimur undo sicuti ipsi vivunt, nobis albo colore servato prout 
apecialius demandabatur nobis in Bulla Martini pape, ut clariua 
patet iu cadem ; et hoc continue, tarn infra septa monaeterii quam 
extra ; et tarn in rochetis, in capuciis caparuni claustralium et 
itiuerancinm, et in amictibus, quam in aliis corporis necessariis, et 
hoc sub pena contemptus decrevimns perpetuo iaviolabiliter ob- 
serv-andnm. 

Et quia cuilibet canonico laudabile consuetudine ac decreto 
Ecclesie convenit sepetiri in habitn sue professionia, igitur st.atuent«a 
ordinavimus ut deinceps omoes canonici nostri Ordinis in babita 
eis assignato a papa Martino, ut supradictum est, videlicet Jn rocheta 
et capa, sepeliantur, Omnes' vero antiqua statuta, istis statutis 
none de novo editis contraria, cassamus et cassa atque caasata et 
pernulla pronunciamns. Ilia, vero statuta et ordinata, in ultimo 
Capitulo provinciali in villa Stamfordie celebrato, per venerabiles 
patres ibidem diffinitores, ac diffinita auctoritate et speciali mandato 
prefati reverend issi mi patria Hubertl Premonstratensis abbatis, et 
etiamistiusinstantisCapitnliprovincialis, approbantescorroboramua 
et approb[amus et pronunjciamus, et ea ab omnibus nostri Ordinis 
professis pro perpetuo observaadadecrevimus. Omnea vero abbatea 
[diffinijtores conventuum ad bos dies et loca legitime citatos, pre- 
conizatos, diu excitatos et nuHo modo comparentes [excommuni- 
catos] pronunciamus, [Tke last three lines demyed throtujh 

' So in MS. ; resd oinnia. 
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83. Citatioa by Bishop Redman to a Provinoial Chapter. To meet is Tab. 
at Leicerter at the Convent of the Friars Minor on 26 April ^^^"-^ 
1479. 

When citalion has been read, it in to be reflir?>ed to bearer 
to be taken on eltcwliere. The hearer to be »witahly rewarded. 
{It is all in official form.) 

Ricardns, permissione Diviua Aasavensia epiecopaB et abbae A. (ol. 16 
monaBterii beatt Marie Magdalene de Schappa Ordinis Premon- 
stratensis, Karliolensis dioceeiB, reverendiasinii in Cliriato patris et 
Domini Domiiii Huberti, Dei et sancte Sedig Apostolice gracia, Pre- 
mom stratensis abbatis in regnts, circariis, et omnibus partibus 
Anglie, WalUe. Scocie et Hibernie commissariua,' Visitator et 
reformator' generalia, plenissinia potestate legitime depatatus, 
iiDiversis et singulis venerabilibua confratribus nostri? dominis 
abbatibus nostri Premonstratensis Ordinis infra partes Anglie et 
AVallie et eoriim snbditis, salutem et fraternam in Domino 
caritatem. Quia status nostre aalntifere Religionis modei-nis diebus 
periculorum fluctibus agitetus sah^o nequeat consistere nisi 
subveniat pietas Divina et assit prelatorum salubre consilium in 
reforraandiim, providere remedium (sia aut«ra calliditas hostis 
antiqninostri,re!ucentis0rdini3candorem,inreliciconamiiiafestinet 
inficere), ac qnedani que Ordinis noatri in partibus predictis statum, 
comodum et honorem, animarumque salutem concernencia, cum 
omni celeritate officiali de necessitate emineant pertractancia, que 
vestram et vestrum cujuslibet preaenciam requirunt neceasario 
per^onalem : bine eat qnod vos abbatea predictos et vestrum 
quemlibet requirimua et monemus, ac etiam tenore preeencium 
prime, aecnndo et tercio, et pereraptorie citamus, quatenus com- 
pareatia et quilibet vestram peraonaliter compai-eat coram nobis, 
sen nostris in hac parte vices gerentibus, pluribus aut uno, in eventu 
quo uos impediri contigerit, io ecclesia conventuali Frati'um 
Minorum apiid Leycestrum, xxvi die menaia Aprilis pvoxime futuro 



hor[pl. 
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poat datum preseiicium, cam continuacione et proi'ogacione dierum 
sequenciura necessariis, ibidem convocacioneiii sive provinciale 
Capitiilam celebrare volentibae, juxta formara nobis traditam per 
litteraa patentea predicti patris PremonetrateiiBis : ac pro vestris 
iinivei'sis et singulis cousuetudinibim ct eornm nominibus, et pro 
Be procuratores snfEcientes canonice electi, predictia die et loco 
hora circa conaueta compareant et intersint, et eorum quilibet 
compareat et intersit una nobiscuni et aliis Ordinis prelatis, dictam 
convocacionem sive provinciale Capituluni, ut prefertur, Deo daiite 
celebraturi, et ea que statutis ot privilegiia Ordinis nostri et 
tranquillitati. unitati, et paci prelatoriim et subditonim consona 
foerint statuenda, firmanda. corrigenda, et inspiracione Diviiia 
canonice refonnanda et concludenda, sub penis in nostri Ordinis 
statutis in generali Cajjitulo editis, quas in non comparentes quos- 
cumque ad dictum diem et locum citatoa et evocatos auctoritate 
dicti Domini Premonstratensis, curabimns ipsorum contumacia et 
manifesta rebellione et nostris moniciooibus caoonicis precedenti- 
bus, et ideo esigentibus non immerito fulminare pro cerU) sctturi, 
quod nalliua prelati noatri Ordinis absenciam volumus excusare, nisi 
ad id nos artaveiint canonice anncciones ; quodque sub tradicione 
et porreccione presencium vobia et vestrum cuilibet, sive vobia 
absentibua vestrorum conventuuiu preaidentibua faciendis, latori 
presencium fidem indubiam volumus adhibere. Et visis pre- 
sentibus, eos nuncio uostro iadilate retradatia, sub pena contemptus, 
per eum de loco ad locum ulterius eiequendaa. Et presencium 
latorein pro suis expensis et labore remnneretis cum favore. Datum 
in monasterio nostro de ScTiappa predicto, sub ^igiUo nostro com- 
misBionali, xv Februarii, anno Domini M" CCCC"' LXXVni," et uoatre 
coQsecracioiiia anuo septimo. 
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84. Acts of FroTinoial Chapter. Ueeting held at Leicester in the 38 April, 
Convent of Friar« Hinor on 26 AprU. 1469 (t 1479). "'^^ 

Bishop licdman, the jiroideid, Itad aji eonipanion William 
Lyncohie, nbbol of Darlitiga, LL.D. After the usual for- 
maliliea accompaniji 'ig lite opening of tlie CImpter, Iht following 
^v<re eleeled dejinilort: abMi of Neiohouae, 81. Agatlia'a, 
Hales Oieen, West Dereluun, Croxlon, Welbeak, Cockertand, 
TilchfUld. Dureford, Dalf, Sulby, Hagnely, Wcndlyng, 
LeUton, and Tuphobne, 

The ilalules made in Chapter held in Lincoln 15 July, 1426, 
confinned [thia mutt be 1476; the figarea the copyiil gives 
are, luiwever, mooccxsvi], liegalationi about the obiervance 
of certain featta, attd for tite proceiaion, and mode of eon- 
ducting il, on the feast of Corpus Chritli. No can&n l^i oblain 
any privilege derogatory to those granted by Pope Alexander 
IV. Difficulty as to paternity of Talley in diocese of 
Henema, referred for letllemenl to Bisliop Redman, Changes 
of residence arranged for certain eanoiis. 

In Dei nomine, Amen. Ad landem Domini noBtri Ihesu Ghristi, A fol. 16 b 
qui est BammuB pastor et animam suam posuit pro ovibus suia, snb 
cujuB baculo fieret uaum ovile et unus paator ; ciijua exemplo, 
inapii-acione et gracia, prelati gregumque pastorea in EccleBia mili- 
tantes, peregfinant«B presunt, ac in vinea Domini non ociose atantes, 
Bed diei pondns et estus portantea [laborant]. Preaertiui prelati 
noatre Religionis preclare mmidicia Premonstratenaia vinee sepem 
cirCBindederunt, ne lupi rapacea Incidiantea ovibua Chriati gregea 
invadentea || iie desperent, naortifero peste viciis obviare cupientea, U 17- 
ac \Hrtutea inserere, et insertas iiutrire pro posse. Igitnr inspiracione 
Divina decrevimua Capitnlum pi-ovinciale in villa Leycestrie omnium 
prelatorum premiase noatre mundiBaLme Ordinia Premotiatratenaia 
celebrare, proremediis providendis omniraodia et oportiiiiia, in domo 
Pratrum Minorum, xxvi" die mensia Aprilis, anno Domini M" cccc" 
Lxix", cum continuacioue et prorogacione dierum subsequencium, 
presidente hujnamodi Capituli reverendo in Christo patre et Domino 
ac Domino Ricai'do, misei-acione Divina Assavenai epiacopo et abl ate 
de ychappa, iiostri dicti Premonstratensid Oi'diuis, Carliolenaia dio- 
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ceais, reverendissimi in Chrifito patris Domini, Domini Hiiberti, 
Dei et Bancte Sedis Apoatolice gracia, Premonstratonsis abbatis, in 
regnis Anglie, Wallie, Scocie et Hibeniie commissario general!, 
plenissima potestate legitime df putato, nt in commisBione memorati 
patn's in dicto Capitulo publics perlecta, patuit atiribns iut^resecn- 
ciiiinpariter[et]audienciuoi,associatosibivenerabilipatreet Domino 
ac Domioo WiUelmo Lyncoln, abbate de Bariynges, decretonim 
bacallario, cum omnibus prelafcis et conventunm procuratoribua 
infru limites Anglie et Wallie ad predJctaro Capitulum in jaria 
forma citatis et personalit<^r com parent! bus, in exordio ejasdem 
celebraturie. Invocata priiis gracia Sancti Spiritue, Missa prina 
ejusdem Sancti Spiritua celebrata, et sermone completo [in] Capitulo, 
premissi diffiiiitorespreelecti, qnonim nomina subacnbimtur, vide- 
licet, abbates de Newbowss, Sanete Agathe, Halesowen, West- 
dereham, Croxton, Welbek, Cokirsand, Tycheffeld, Durflbrd, Dale, 
Soulby, Hagbneby, Wenlyng, Leyston, et Tupbolrae, insimul in 
domo competenciori illis aSBignata, unanimo assenau et concenau 
decreverunt ac ordinantea statuemnt; necnon ratiGcant^s con- 
firmaveruut omnia et singula decreta ordinanter atatuta in 
venerabili Capitulo provinciali in civitate Lincolnie celebrate, anno 
Domini M" cccc™" xxvi",' die ^ero mensis Jnlii xv", circa reforma- 
cionem habitus necnon onlinem ^ive modum aepelieiidi quam in 
servicio Divine medum congmum ; et fermam observandi circa 
festa diipplicia ix lectionum. ac commemoracionum, ac in omnibus 
et singulis aliis in decretis contentis in preniiaso Capitulo, nt pre- 
mittitur I^incolnie celebrate, editis, integraliter faciendis et inviola- 
biliter observandis, ab omnibus nostri Ordiuis, tam a prelatis quam 
a snbditis prefessls sive pi-ofiteudis, eanxerunt et decreverant pro 
perpetuo obsiTvanda. Et, quia discrecioni cenvenit sapientis 
omnimodas indulgencias adqnirere pro relevamuie penarnm poet 
banc vitani, igitur statnendo decrevimuB quod deinceps nulla feata 
ix leccionum infra octavas Corporis Cbriati atque Visitacionia 
beate Marie, et Elizabethe sanete niatris Johannis Baptiste, 
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celebrabuntur, sed differantiir usque ad octavas eorundem festnum ' 
ix leccionum, aiit anticipaiitur si commode celebrare non poteruut 
ia eorandem octavis. Item statuentes decreverant quod festum 
DecoUacioais aancti Johannis Baptiste deinceps erit duplex feBtum 
in omnibus ecclesiis nostri Ordinia celebrandura. Item statuerunt 
firmiter observandum in futuria temporibus duraturis, quod sacra- 
inentum Corporis Christi, Dominici nostri Salvatoria, ab omnibus 
prelatia nostri Ordinia reverenter ut deferatur circa clauatrum vel 
alias cimitorium || in processione, cum duobus ad minus torticiis sive (. 17 b. 
ceroferai-iis a dexti-is et a sinistris ipaius prolati, cum sudario co- 
operto honestiori modo quo facultaa poruDi locorum se extfndere 
valeat in hac parte, prima die ipsiua feati. Item statuentes sanxe- 
runt inviolabilltt-r observandum, (juod nullua abbas seu prelatun 
aut 3ubditU8 noatri Ordinis pruaumat, contra privilegia Alexandri 
quart! toti Ordini nostra indulta, a-udeat deinceps taborare ad 
adquirendnm sive optineodum, aut uptentum retincre, aliquod 
privilegium prejudiciale domino I'remouatvatensi sen ejus potea- 
tati vel commisaario, sub pena excommunicacionis, priracioiiis 
bentficii ct officii, sine spe recuperacionis absque gracia speciali 
domini Premouatratensis, vel ejus coramisaarii facultate, aiiorum 
coufratrum et labore ipaius postulacioiiis et obtenta. Ttc-m prefati 
prelati diffinitorea quoad dubium pateniitatia de Toslesku, Mene- 
vensisdiocesis, diffinitrunt ipsiusquestionisdifficultacionem'licencia 
domini Visitatoris, differri usque ad proximum Capitulum per 
eundem assignandum. Ita tamen quoil si aliqaa emergens cauaa - 
contigerit, medio tempore, jus potestatis ipaiua pateruitatis re- 
raanebit in ipsiua Alaitatoria pot^stute et patemitate. Item 
premisai venerabiles patrea diffinitores etatuentea diffinieruut, priua 
habitus * atque discreta couaideracione debite ponderatia per eorum 
prelates deliberate allegatis, quod Robertus Wotton, canonicua de 
Berlynges, erit profesaus pierpetuus canonicus de Durfford : Ricardus 
Chapman, olim canonicua de Wenlyng, erit perpetuus profesaus 
canonicus deTaslesku: Thomas Wase, canonicus oHin de Tupholme, 
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vrit caiioiiicus profeesuB perpetou^ de Tychefield : Willelmad 
Billok, olim de Newbo, erit pi.'rpetnu3 canonicns profeasus Sancto 
RadegnndtB: Ricardua Hertill, canonicus olim de Newbo, erit 
perpetuus professua canonicus de Newhowaa : item Waltenia 
Spier, canonicus de Tor, emittetnr ad Monosterium de Durfford 
pro tempore beneplacito domini Visitittoria. Ceteris questionibus 
nobia diffinitoribua administratis discrete a nonnulUs prelatia et 
procuratoribus atque discussis, et eisdem congruia reaponsioiiibus 
repulsatiB, humiliter supplicantes premissum nostrum venerabiletn 
patrem et Visitatorem, nb auiim dignaretiir diasolvere presens 
Capitulum atqwe iicenc-iam siiam apecialem nobis impertire ad 
partes propriaa remeandi. Noa vero, antedictus pat«r venerabilis 
Aaaavensia episcopus, i)remiBBe iiostre alme lieligionis Premonstra- 
tenaia Ordinia Vieitator, conaideratis conaiderandia, atque jnatia 
postulacionibus venerabilium patrum abbatum tani diffiuitorum 
quam aliorum incHnati, noatnim preaena Capitulum provinciale 
xxvii inatautis menaia Aprilia, bora diei vi, Jheaii Chriato a[c] getii- 
trici ejus Marie graciaa agentes, auctoritate qua supra, dissolvimua 
per presena decretum. 

1479. 8fi. Provincial Cliapter. 

Fragment, containing ntyme aeti of a provincial CliapUr held 
in 1479. /( dealt iirilh tJie tramtfer of geveral eationafrom 
home to home. 
V. la\. 95. Ricardus Chapman, olim canonicns de Wenlyng, ei'it perpetuus 

f^ai)')'"^ profesaua canonicns de Taslflkr.^ 

Thomas ^Vaae, canonicua oHm de Tuptolm, erit canonicua 
profesaua perpetuus de Tychfelde. 

Willielmua Byllok, olim canonicua de Nenbo, erit perpetuus 
professuB canonicus >S. Radegnnde. 

Ricardus Hertell, canonicns olim de Neubo, erit perpetuna pro- 
feasus canonicus de Newhouae. 

Item Walterus Spee, canonicua de Torre, emittetur ad monas- 
terium de Durforde, pro tempore beneplaciti domini Ricardi 
Aaaavensia, Vjaitatoris. 

8o in Peck's Imaacript : read Talky. 
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ee. Acts of a Provincial Chapter held 16 Hay. 16 X.;. 

1 14SG. 
[Commencfment wanting.] 

Direction* to be obterved at name of Jciui and at ivordi 
' Betnper virginiB." 

Acta of CImpler held at Leicester confirmed and ratified. 
Featt of St. liadcgiind to he observed by Premvn»iTatennani 
in England ai one of nine legsom. 

No eanon to be sent to lerve a church, ercepl dtpendftxt on 
their inonaiteriti, without leave from abhof of PHmontri. 

No eanon, rfc, to ute elothtt of a black colour, except hats 
and shoes; all eUe to he whil^. 

Ergulaliont a* to tise of rochets and other articles of 
apparel. 

St. UartJia't feast to he observed at one of nine Irnom, 
the day after that of St. Anne, and St. Anthony's Uheioise on 
17 January, and St. James's feast to be of third rani. 

Abbot of Neuibo to keep safe Brother William Repon of 
that house, who ha* gone mad. Ajipointment of variant 
canons to particular Itousei. 

AH houses to conform in manner of Divine service, 

John Scherman, LL.B., John Ellon, LL.D., and William 
Sgbson, notary public, received as confratres of the Order. 

These decrees to be read and posted up in all houses within 
a month of the return of their respective superiors, 

. , . cum consenfiQ dicti i-everendissinii patris Assaveiisia epiacopi A. fol. 5;i. 
et commissarii predicti, quod quocieus veraiculus iate Sit noiiwn 
Domini benedictum dicitiir, tociens in eodein, hoc nomen excellen- 
tisBimiim Jhesu semper interponatnr atque dicatur ab oninibua 
Ordinis pi-edicti profesats, ad cujus eciam nominia recitacioneni 
omnes profunde sa inclineiit U8i[iie ad genua. Et iiisnper eciam 
statuerunt, orclinaveriiut, et decreverunt, quod qaociens ColIet;ta 
Dem qui de beaie Mane dicitur, in eadem, hoc adverbium temj-er 
viryinis [ab] omnibuB profeseis Ordinia PremonstrBtenais decetero 
nullatenua omittatur. 

Et ulteriuB ratiBcantea confirmaverunt diffinitorea predict! 
omnia etEingula ^tatuta, onlinacioiie?, etdfcri^tn iilliiiiiprovincielia 
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Capituli io villa Lficestrensi celebrati, cum omnibus aliia et sin- 
gulis decretis in preniisso Capitnlo cont<^ntis, ut premittitur, in villa 
Leicestrensi celebrato, et ab omnibus dicti Ordinis Premonstratcnsis 
tarn & prelatis quani a subditis omnibus, profeasis scu profitendis, 
sanxeruiit ct decreverunt perpetuo, integraliter, et iiiviolabiliter 
obaervanda et facienda. Et quod festum sancte Radegundis, 
Virginia, deiiicepB in omnibus ecclesiis Premonstratausis Ordinia 
infra Angliam existentibus, cnm ix lectionibas xi die Febrnarii 
celebretnr sicut de virgine non martyro. 

Item prefati ditflnitores prelati ordinavenint et decreverunt 
pro perpetuis temporibua futuria, quod nullua abbas aliquem 
suortim subditoriim canonicorum aliquo raodo extra monasterium 
in aeculo celebrate presumat licenciare, ecclesiia et coppllis monas- 
teriia eorum appropriatis dummodo except.ia, nisi priua super hoc 
commissarius generalia domini Premonatratensis abbatis duxerit 
consenciendum ; et si contrarium acceptare presumpserit, baculo 
pastorali et abbatis stallo por annum sit suspensus; et e converao 
quod nullatenua commiasariua generalis dicti domini Premonatra- 
tenaia abbatis aliquem clunstralem seu dicti OrdiaiH professum de 
cetero licenciet extra claustrum in seculo celebrare, exceptia ul 
prefertur ecclesiis et capellia monasteriia appropriatis, nisi consensu 
et voluntate proprii sui prelati, ut aic sub pena consensus utriuaque 
in iiac parte habeatup, Alioquin nullius roboris, aactoritatia, 
seu poteatatis existat, qnani tn ipse tuleris non propter vestram 
dignitatem sed propter auccedentes. 

Item etc. quod nullus abbaa aut canonicus dicti Ordinis decetero 
ntatur caligis, colobiia, liripipiia, aeu aliis vestibua nigri coloria, pileis 
et galeris duntaxat exceptia, sed utatur veatibna ex toto candidia. 

Item statuerunt, ordiaaverunt, et decreverunt quod nullus 
canonicua dicti Ordinis, sub pena xl dierum pene gravioris cuipe, 
appareat in rochetis infra precinctum monasterii nisi sub eapia 
claustralibua, nisi induitur aacris vestibus, nee extra precinctum 
monasterii nisi aubcapis it inerariia, exceptia officiariis laborantibus 
et pergentibus ad solacium, quundo laborat vel eat ad laboreni. Et 
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(juando aliquis canoniciis eieat pro negociis OrdiniB, seu pro amicis 
visitatidis, utatur roclietis sub capis claustralibus vel itinerariis. 

Item quoJ nulhia subditus canonicus dicti Ordinis decetero 
utatiir flannolo vel flannolia apparentibna, nisi temen circa coUum 
et sub tunicis, et quod noa ait accinctua zona seu aliis ligaturia 
quibuscunque 8ui>er rocbetis sub capis claustralibus. 

II It-em Btatiierunt, ordinaverunt, et decreverunt quod nulli t. 5 
canonici dicti Ordiuis uti presumant partibus manicarum suarum 
juxta tnanus cinctum coffis peuulatis vel serico, seu panno liueo 
duplicatia, aub pena sx" dierum gravioria culpe. 

Item quod nulli canonici dicti Ordinis utautur capuciis claustra- 
libus duplicatis, nisi cum paiino laneo, aub pena xx" diemm gravioria 
culpe, Bed tautuni prelati qui propter Ordinis honestatem in uni- 
formitate omnino uti debetur pvedictis capuciis, sed non in almiciis 
Buie cum panno lineo, aut emu serico, vocato candido sarcynet. 

Item quod festiim sancte Marthe Virginia decetero in omnibus 
eccleaiia Ordinis Premonstratensis infra Angliam in crastino aancte 
Anne raatria Marie ' virginis celebretur cum ix lectionibus. 

Ac eciam Testum sancti Antonii xvii die mensis Januarii In 
eiedem nostri Oi-dinis lociacum ix lectionibus decetero imper]>etuuin 
celebretur. Item festum sancti Jacobi apostoli majoris, die solito 
ejusdem sancti,^ aub forma festi tercie dignitatis in omnibus locis 
nostri Ordinis celebretur. 

Item fjuod abbaa de Newbo, auctoritate dicti Capituli pro- 
vincialis, fratrem Willelmum Hepon, canonicum do Newbo, cum 
in [de]menciam incident, incarccrabit seu salvo custodiri faciet. 
Item quod Henricna Hakeslow, canonicus de Dale, auctoritate 
iatiua generalis Capituli. erit canonicus pro perpetuo profesana in 
monasterio beate Marie de Tycbfeld, Ordinia noatri, Wintonienais 
diocesis. Item quod Johannes Lincoln, canonicus de Barlynges, 
auctoritate predicti generalis Capituli, erit canonicus pro perpetuo 
in monasterio de Wenlyng. Item quod omnea abbates et canonici 
predicti Ordinia Premonstratensis infra Angliam aint uniformeB 
' Julj 37. ' July 3S. 
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ill dicendo Divinum aervicium in omnibus locis dicti Ordinis et in 
omnibus obaervanciia. 

Et predict! venerabiles patres prelati et pastorea, dictis die et 
loco simul congregati, auctoritate predicti generalis Capitali pro- 
vincialis, ex consensu unanimi et voluutate omnium predictonim 
patrum paatomm et prelatorum ac procuratorum ibidem presenciam, 
ad omnia et singula suffragia, iibertates, et indidgencias diet! 
Ordinis Premonstrateusis receperunt, adiuiserunt, et acceperunt in 
confratresdicti Ordinis, magistros Johannera Scherman, in decretis 
baccalarium. et Johannem Elton, decretorura doctorem, ac magis- 
trnm Willelmum Sybson notariutn puplicum. 

Item atatuerunt, ordinarunt, et decreverunt, precipiendo et 
districts mandando omnibas prelatis Ordinis predicti in virtute 
salutaris obediencie, sub pena suspencionia a Divinis, quatenus infr& 
mensem postquam dicti pretati aut sui procuratores ad propria 
sua inonaateria redierunt, omnia et singula atatuta, ordinationes. et 
decreta in prespnti Capitulo ordiiiata, in eorura domibus capitu- 
laribus coram eorum conventu debite pupHcent, seu puplicare 
faciant, et ea atatutonim auorum cum aiiis statutia inserant sen 
inseri faciant, et ea cum aliia statutis Ordinis predict! in clauatris 
Buis ponant, vel dimittant penes prioree vel presidentea eornndem, 
ne da cetero aliqnia de atatiitorum ignurancia se valeat excusare. 
Item quod Robertus Mumby, cauonicus de Barlynges, erit canonicus 
pro perpetuo in monaaterio de Dayle ad placitum domini Visitatoris. 

Ceteris qnestionibus nobis diffinitoribus administratis discrete 
a nonnullia prelatis et procuratoribus, atquc diacussia, et eisdem 
congraia reaponaionibua repulaatis, humiliter supplicamus premis- 
sum nostrum venerabilem patrem et Visitatorem nt sunm dignatetur 
dissolvere. presens Gapitulum , atque licenciam auam specialem nobis 
impertiri ad partes proprias remeandi. Noa vero antedictua pater 
venerabilia Assavensis episcopua, premisae nostre alme Keligionis 
Premonatratenais Ordinis Visitator, consideratis considerandis atque 
justia postulacionibna venerabilium patrum abbatom, tarn diffini- 
torum quam aliorum inclinati, nostrum presens Gapitulum pro- 
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viiiciale xvi die instantis meiisis Mali, bora diei ix, Iltesu Christo 
ac genetrici ejua Marie grattaa agentes, auctoritate qua sapra 
dissolvimus per presens decretum etc. 

Legbiiru. Ih. nicy.' 



87, Acts of a Provincial Cliapter. 
After the vtual fo 



)io»«. T}>ey cc 
at Leiccater. 
legitlaUd for 

poinUd for 



had barn obterved, certain prelatet 
definitiyri and withdreiv apart to oontider bun- 
■njirmcd deerect ie. paised at latt Cliapter held 
Arrangemenl-t about certain praytrt, Sludiei 
Baling of the houiet fixed; eolUetori ap- 
arious ditlricti for the cntving three yean. 
Those not paying la he gvapendtd; bat those keeping one of 
their lubjecla at Oxford or Cambridge to be ditpented from 
payment during tuch stay, Segulationa for featti of 8t, 
Thotnat of Canterbury and St. Augtialinc. Canom wander- 
ing abroad or any way nupeeted of apoitaiy to be arretted 
and hepl in ward; any tuperior to taking them, not to Ittiitate 
about experuea incurred, which are to fall ultimately upon 
tlutt eanon't own tuperior. Br. William Burne, aUai Lieh- 
feld, of Halei Owen, trantfcrred to Talley. These deereet to be 
publiahed taithin a vwnth of the return of mperiora to their 
houici. 

The Chapter wna doted on 18 Augutl {1487 f) ; over the 
mental date tltere it written ' primo die mensis Octobris." 

. . . consternatur si imnqnam turgescit in florem, Bed si tantura se A. (ol- C3. 
diffundit in ramos et [in] indegenani foliorum luxuriat abertateui. 
Sed sane, nos pre oculia habentes, quod Domiiius ait : Sine we 
nictdll poledis facen;^ sed subjungib, PelUe, et acHpietis? Nam in 
veteri Teetamento, quacdo populus Dei transiturua contra adver- 
aarios erat ad bellam, quod patetquasi pertociuaveterisTestaraenti 
seriem, primo oracionibus se dederunt et sic facientes comniuniter 

' ThiH is prububly the signature and note ct the scribe. 
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victoriam habneront. Item Apostolns : O^tseero primttm fieri ohse- 
eracicrties, oraciones ^ etc. Igitur Missa Sancti Spiritus devotissime, 
cnm devocione et decantacione, celebrata, et ympno Veni Creator 
a nobis incepto, ceteri prelati com devocione dalciter personantes 
decantaverant, nt misericordie sue gracia nos visitet in tempore 
Tisitacionis nostre. Qoibns rite percantatis, et cetera * qne tanti 
negocii necessaria inveninntor pertractata,' prefatis omnibas prelatis 
ac conventaom procnratoribus ibidem existentibas complacuit, sibi 
preelegere in diffinitores, venerabiles patres abbates de Neuhous, 
Barlyngs, Sancte Agathe, Welbek, Wenlynge, Eglestone, Hangne- 
bye, Blancbalande, et Bewchefe, qui cominos divertentes et ad 
secreciorem locam illis magis aptam, de oranimodis negociis, rebus 
dubiis, consuetudinibus, et abusionibus diversis sibi ad memoriam 
reductis.' Et que vere Beligionis honori et commoditati sunt 
cupientes proinde statuerunt, et ordinantes decreverunt, ut omnia 
et singula statuta, ordinaciones, et decreta, prius facta et ordinata 
in ultimo provinciali Capitulo, in villa Lacestrie celebrato, cum aliis 
et singulis decretis ab antiquis patribua editis et ordinatis, ab 
omnibus professis dicti Ordinis nostri Premonstratensis, tam a 
prelatis quam subditis, omnibus professis et profitendis, sanxerunt 
et decreverunt, perpetuis temporibus integraliter et inviolabiliter 
observanda, sub pena maximi contemptus. Ulterius eciam prefati 
venerabiles patres diffinitores decreverunt ut ab omnibus professis 
sive profitendis, et tam abbates quam subditi, devote dicant 
evangelia Missus est et Exurgens Maria cum ofTertorio et post- 
communione illis pertinentibus, omni cum devocione et genu- 
fleccione in principio Misse ante altare, exccptis hiis qui majori 
matutinali et Misse sancte Marie ascribuntur, qui intus in vestibulo 
suis ministris assistentibus, dicere debent. Et quoniam, in omnibus 
rebus qne sub celo sunt, sapiencia cicius preferenda est, quia 
incomparabiliter melior est argento et auro vel omni lapide pre- 
cioso, absque cujus[modi] columpnis nee nostra Religio possibile 

* Philipp. iv. 6. ' So in MS. ; read ceteris . . . pertractatis. 

' Something is wanting here, possibly pertractavenint. 
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erecte stare videtnr, et ex hujiismodi defectn honor et decus noatre 
alme Beligionis maxime id opprobrium deducuntur, et nisi cicina 
per Bciencie claves reserntos peromatur, Ordo iioater cone i to 
omnibus hotnioibns fieret inderisum. Hinc est quod patree prefati, 
ex provida indiistiia sagacia iiigenii in memoriam revocant«B (]Uod 
Eublimitaa et decua Religionia premiase minime subvehi poteat, 
atatuernnt et ordinanint prout inferiiis recitentur. Idcirco ordi- 
nantes decreveruiit (piandani taxnm annuatim in singulis monas- 
teriis nostri Ordiiiis ease levandia prout bic piiblice patet, videlicet 
de abbafe de Neulious iiii nobles, de abbate de Alesowen iiii nobles, 
de abbate de BarJynges iiii nobles, de abbate de AVenljiige via. viiid., 
de abbate de Weatderham xx a., de abbate de Lestone xxs,, de 
nbbate de Lnngley xxa., de abbate de Lavenden II iis., abbas de f. 63 b. 
Torre XX8., abbas de Tophome vis. viii d., abbas de Newbo xl d., 
abbas Egliston vie. riiid., abbna de Elanscblande xld,, abbas de 
Hagnby vis. viiid., abbas deWelbeke iiii nowbles, abbaa de Sulby 
xiii s. iiii d., abbas de Techfeld xxs., abbaa sancte Agatbe xx s., 
abbas de AInwjke xx s., abbas de Coverham xiii s. iiii d., abbas de 
Cokarsande xxvis. viiid., abbas de Croxton xxvi s. viii d., abbas 
de Dalle xiii a. iiiid., abbas de Durford xiii s. iiii d., abbas de 
Bigbam xld , abbas sancte Uadegnndis xld., abbas de Langdon 
iiis. iiiid., abbas de Bilegb xs., abba^s de Bewcbefe xiii s. iiiid., 
abbaa de Schape vi a. viii d., abbas de Talley xiii s. iiii d. Qui 
omnea prefati venerabiles patres predictam taxam ounctis tem- 
poribus se solvere cum eflectu apoponderunt, ad utilitatem, con- 
sen-acionem et tuicionem nostri Ottlinis antedicti, Ciijus eciam 
statuentes de omnibus taxate tribiis annis pi-oxime sequentibus 
ei'unt collectoi'es, videlicet in occidental! circana abbas de Schappe, 
in media cirearia abbas de Barlyngos, in anstrali antem parte 
abbas de Langley. Et sic per singula monaateria de triennio in 
triennium ad arbitrium diffinitoruni nmtentur. Quibus pi-efatis 
colleotoribus contra sol vei-e I'eeusantes, a bacnlo pastoi-ali et a stallo 
sint Buspensi, quous(|ue hec cum effectu solvei-e xoluei'iut. Et si per 
umam in hoc duraverint sint excommunicati et ab officio deiwuendi. 
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Et qai imura de propriis saJs canonicis dictis Oxonie rtb 
Cantabrigie exhibere propriis suis expeosis decreverint et sic 
feceriut, prefatam taxam solvere non coarcentnr tempore qao 
fueiint ibidem durante. Et prefatam eciam taxam premi^ petres 
abbates ad festam Nativitatis sancti Jobaiinis Baptiste prosime 
futurum, tarn in cii-caria occidentali quam in media circaria, omni 
dilacione postposita solvere debent. Et in anstrali parte ad festum 
sancti Michaetis proxime futurum, et sic de anno ad aiinnm. 

Inanper eciam predicti venerabiles abbates difEnitores ordin- 
averunt et decreverunt nt com de sancto Thoma, feriig vacantibna, 
de commemoracione ejoBdem fuerit cantandum, de eodem in hone 
modum cantetur, videlicet in pnmis vesperia antiphoiie et psalmi 
feriales, antipbona super psalmnm Sio'jntjicti.t, Pastor ceens ; ^ 
f. M, iavitatorium ad gratias, || Kegem magistrum Divinum. Ad psabnum 
Beiieii.icius, Opem nobis ; In laudibue, sola ' antipbona, videlicet 
Graniim cadit, et cetere antiphone et responsona sicut in Natali 
ejasdem : et de sancto Augiistino, ad prinias vesperas commemo- 
racionia ejusdem, antiphone et psabni feriales. £t super psalmnm 
Mafftujicat, rex glorie ; et super BeTj^idvs, In diebns ejns etc. 
sicut propria docet historia. 

Prefati eciam veneiabiles pati-es diffinitoi-es ordinando statue- 
runt quod omnes canonici noatri Oi"dinia in seculo circumvagantes, 
vel de apostasia quomodolibot suspect!, aeu ad aliqna iiostri Oi-dinis 
monastena abst(ne licencia proprii sni prolati venieutes, capientur 
et secura cnstodia consen'entur, minime dubitautes sive beeitantea 
de expengis biijusmodi, ad quas proprii eornndem pi'elati tene- 
buntur. 

Et iosuper diflinierunt quod quidam frater nomine Willelmus 
Bume, alias Lechfeld, canonicus et professus monast-erii de Hales- 

' these ore the Grst woida of the antiphoa for the commcmarntioD of St. 
Tbomas in the second vespers of Hotj lunoceats, ' Pastor ckbos in gregii me<Iio 
p&cem emit aiuoria preoio,' £c. {Breviarium ad Uium Sanaa, ed. Proctor and 
Wordanortb, vol. il. p. cchlvi). The vcisl ot the aDtiphons, d:c., ma; be found in 
tiac Sitrum office. 

' So in MS, ; 7 rend prima. 
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owen, certiB rationabilibiis cauais inde coiisideratis, deincepa fueret' 
canonicua et vere prolessaa monaaterii tie Talley pro perpetuo etc. 

Item preinisgi venerabiles patres diffinitoi-es statuernnt et 
precipiendo firm iter decreverunt omnibus prelatis nostri Ordinis 
in virtute salutaris obedieiicie, et sub pena conteinptus et sna- 
pencioiiis a Divinia, quatenua iufra iiieuaem poat^juam predict! 
prelati seu procuratorea nbaencium ad sua monasteria fuerint re- 
versi, omnia et singula statuta, ordinaoioaes, et decreta in presenti 
Capitalo ordinata coram eonim conventu in domo capitulari debits 
poblicent sen publicari faciant, et ea cum aliia atatutis inaerant 
aen inaeri faciant. Et apud priorea et precedentea in clauatro suo 
ponant ne de cetero aliquta de dictorum atatutorum ignorancia se 
valeant excuaare etc. 

Et omnibus aic rite ot honorifice peractis, oniiiea pi-edicti vene- 
rabiles patrea et procuratores humiliter supplicantea premissum 
venerabilem patreni AaHavensem epiaeopum ut preaena dignavetur 
diasolvore Capitulum at{|ue licenciaui suam specialiter nobis im- 
pertiri ad partes proprjaa remeandi fsupplicaverunt], Nos vero, 
antedictua Assavensia episcopus, eorum jastie postulacionibus 
primo Octobrie 

inclinati, preeens Capitulum provinciale xiiii die menaia Auguati, 
Jbesu Chriato ac genitrici ejua Marie gratias agentea, atictoritato 
qua Bupra preaens disaolvimuB Capitulum. 



Bea<l/iunl. 
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SO Jvly, 1499. 88. Citation to a Provincial Chapter, to be held in the Convent of the 

Friars Kinor at Lincoln on 28th September 1489. 

Usual form observed, but in addition all the prelates 
are enjoined to attend with suitable copes and pastoral 
staves for the greater honour and service of Ood. After 
reading the summons it should be returned to bearer, who 
shall carry it to other places. He is to be remunerated for 
his labour and expenses. 

k. fol. 84 b. Bicardus, permissione Divina etc., universis et singulis venera- 

bilibus confratribus nostris, dominis abbatibns nostri Premonstra- 
tensis Ordinis infra regnum Anglie et Wallie et eomm subditis, 
salatem et per fructum vere obediencie ad premia etema pervenire. 
Qaia statas nostre sacre Heligionis cotidianis pericnloram vicio- 
ramque flactibus exagitatus, in tantum quod salvo neqaeat con- 
sistere gnbemacnlo, nisi stipema protegatar clemencia salabrique 
soblevetur prelatorum consilio (cam antiqui hostis calliditas nostri 
relacentis Ordinis candorem festinet (et) * inficere), ac qnedam que 
salutifere Religionis honorem et commodum animammque salutem 
concemencia necessarie emineant pertractanda, que vestram et 
vestram cujuslibet presenciam requirunt personalem. Hinc est 
quod vos abbates predictos et vestrum quemlibet requirimus et 
monemus, ac eciam tenore presencium i° ii^ et iii^ peremptorie 
citamus, quatenus compareatis, et qnilibet vestrum personaliter 
compareat coram nobis, in ecclesia conventuali Fratrum Minorum 
apud Lincoln, xxviii die mensis Septembris, hora capitulari, vide- 
licet bora novena, proximo future post datum presencium, ac pro 
vestris universis et singulis conventibus procuratores ydonei, libere 
et canonice electi sufScienterque in agendis instructi, cum Uteris 
procuratoriis sigillis communibus signatis, predictis die et loco 
compareant et intersint una nobiscnm et aliis nostri Ordinis pre- 
latis ibidem, convocacionem sive provinciate Capitulum, Deo dante, 
celebraturi, cum continuacione et prorogacione dierum sequencium, 

> So in MS. 
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secundum viin.fonnaiii, et effectum nostra Religionia statutorum, et 
ea que statutis et privilegiis nostri Ordinis tranquil I itati unitatique 
et paci prelatorura et Bubditomm con&ona fuerint statuenda et 
canonice reformaiida, ut aaliibri ibidem proviso reinedio nnaoiniiter 
et securiiis Deo aervh-e possimns ; vobis eclam et cuilibet vestrum 
intimantes pro certo, quod dictis die et loco nallius veatrum ab- 
Eenciam aliqualiter volamus excusare, iiisi ad id nos artavennt 
canonice sancciones, aed auctoritate dicti domini Premonstratensis 
quam plenarie fungimur in hac parte, in non coraparentea quoa- 
cunque curnbimua eccledasticos censuras ob ipaorum contumaciam 
et nianirestam rebellionem non immerito districcina fulminare. 
Ko3 insuper veteria Testament! paginam ad memoriam dediicentea, 
quod cura aancti patres aliqui ministrari antiquitiia diaponebant, 
aacris veatibua et ornameutis ae induebant, nnde legitur in Levitico 
quod dura perficerelur opua Dei, in capite Aaron tapidea fulgebant 
precioai. Et quamvia Christiia non tam nitorem vestium quam 
devocionis rectuirit affectum, nee tantum inapicit ornameuta cor- 
porum sed conaiderat cordium merita, tam en credimus magis 
ejuadem eaae gaudium, tantotjue cicius exaudiri ab eo estimamus, 
quanto ob eui ipaius laudein majorem viderit nostra apparacionis 
ornatum, Vobia igitur et cuilibet vestrum in virtute aalutaris 
obediencie districte precipimua, quatenu9 bacnlum vobiscura affe- 
ratia pastoralem, una cum capa aolerapni, ut sic decenter ornati ad 
Dei laudem nostreque prefat« Religionia honeatatem et Lonorem 
procesaionaliter et devote ibidem incedere poaaimua. Quod- 
qne nlterius auper tradicione et porreccione presencium vobia et 
cuilibet veatrum, aive vobia abseuttbua preaidentibus veatrorum 
conventiium faciem'its, latori preaencium fidera volumua adliibere 
indubiam. Et presentibua visis, eaa nostro imncio indilate re- 
tradere non omittatis, per eum do loco ad locum effectual iter 
exequendas, Et presencium latorem suti sfaciatis pro suis expenaia 
et labore, largiter remunerando. Datum apud Schappe, xx. die 
mensia JiiVi etc. 
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28 Sept. 1489. ^^' ^^ ^^ ProTincial Chapter, held at Lincoln. 

BUJwp Redman summoned a protrincial CJiapter to met 
at Lincoln on 28 Scptemher, 1489. TJiomas Beleaby, the abbe 
of BarlingSf sang Mass. The abbots of NetoJiouse, Welbec) 
Barlings, Alnwick, Leyston, and Byleigh were elected defim 
tors. It was decreed that in honour of the Blessed Virgin 
Mass sliould be celebrated in her cluipels on Christmas Da} 
Easter, and Pentecost; and daily during their respectit 
octaves. Regulations made a^out tJieir chant, and tliemannt 
I of observance of certain feasts. Bishop Redman was ashed i 

\ expostulate with the abbot of Primontri on the subject c 

! Tallies, They are now too poor to pay, ounng to the tenth 

cfc, demanded by the Icing, Have also suffered much dama^ 
from storms. Ask to have these Tallies altogether abrogated 
they were originally granted to obtain defence of tlieir priv 
leges : now tliey are compelled to defend them at horns, A 
last CJuipter they decreed not to pay this tax till next provii 
cial Chapter, Decrees about dress, concerning former statute 
and the removal of certain canons, 

A. foL 103. ^^ ^^ nomine, Amen. Cum vero tenemur, ex ofiicio pastora 

de agro dominico exstirpare que oculis videntur Divine offendei 
majestatis ut cum erimus ante tribunale Christi in justo judici 
dignam racionem reddere valeamus de sanguine subditorum, qi 
de manibus nostris requiretur: ad memoriam reducimus quo 
commissis nobis omnibus coram patrefamilias reddituri sumus i 
districto examine racionem. Ideoque nostrum indies pulsat animui 
summopere vigilare, ne gregem dominicum rapiat inimicus ; nw 
sic recte amitteremus nomen pastoris, et mercenario non in 
merito comparari [mereremur], qui cum lupum vidit venientei 
aufugit, et sic gregem invadit et strangulat. Igitur nunc a 
nostrum aspectat officium que contra subditorum quietam nostrequ 
sacre Beligionis unitatem spectant, animadversione debita reformai 
et quod ad pacis bonum eciam dinoscitnr statuere. Ad quod nc 
Ricardus, permissione Divina Assavensis episcopus, abbas monaster 
beate Marie Magdalene de Schappa, Ordinis PremonstratensiSi Kai 
liolensis diocesis, ac reverendissimi in Christo patris et Domii 
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Domini Hubert!, Dei et sancte Sedis Apostolice gracia, Premou- 
strateasis abbatia tocliia Aiiglie, Wallie, Scocie et Hibernie Visitator 
et reforraator unicua et generalia, pleniasima potestate legitime et 
literatorie aufficientei- depatatus, inspiracione Divina decrevimua 
Capitnlum provinciale in villa de Lincolnie [sic] omnium prelatorum 
pariter et procuratorum prefat« aostre Religionis PremonstrateDsls, 
pro remediis omnimodia providendis et oportunis celebrari, sxriii" 
die mensis Septembris, anno Domini m'cccclxxxk", cum continua- 
cione et prorogacione dierom seqaeQciutn, proot in hoc negocio 
ordo dictaverit et necessitas invitat. Qui omnes prefati patrea 
atque conventunm procuratorea nostri diet! Ordlnia, non tantnm 
corporuni preseucia conglobati, veruui eciam pariter niencium imi- 
tate I'edacti, in preseneia eciam prefati reverendiasimi patria in 
Chriato Ricardi AaaavensiB episcopi, abtatia de Scbappa ac refor- 
matons et Visitatoria tociua Anglie, Wallie, Scocie et Hibernie, 
assnmpto sibi venerabili confratre suo Thoma Beleaby, juris bacca- 
lario, eadeni providencia, abbate de Barlingea, cum tota cordis 
devocione ab eodem Missa de Spiritii Sancto solempniter celebrata, 
paalmum quoiiue Veni Creator devotiaaime decantaverunt, ceterisque 
tanti negocii pefactis et pertractatis, electi fuerunt in diEGnitorea, 
patrea venerabilea abbatea de Neuhous, de Welbeke, de Barlinges, 
de Alnewybe, de Lejatone, de Byleghe, qui oninea alicubi diver- 
tentes et de divereia ad memoriam illoruni adductis diueiua per- 
tractantes, et pre oculia habentea quod cxira lex Divina aurea nostras 
eotidie pulaat, sanctorumque documenta pigrieiam nostram provo- 
cant, ut quanto solempniora aunt festa, de majori devocioue et 
laudis obaervacione deberaua Boiempiiiter celebrare. Nnllusque 
dubitet quill ilhid precipue magia placet Deo quicquid digne 
genitrici aue impensum fuerit ac devociiis ordinatum. Igitnr valde 
indignum opinamur illius landetn hiia temporibus, videlicet Nati- 
vitate, Pascha, et Pentecost*, ailere, cum majorem in Mis lionorem 
tenemur eidem exbibere. Quia cum sanctorum in Natali Domini 
celebramuB victorias, ilHas tacero tunc temporia aolempnitatia 
demencie est, de qua tunc nnBci voluit Salvator mniidi. Igltur 
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ofDoia contenta et edita in Capitnlo in villa Leyce^trie, xxi** die 
mensis Aprilis. anno Domini ^cccc^^hxxx^ celebrato; necnon 
ibidem etiam xiiii die mensis Angnsti anno Domini Bf^'cocc** 
vxxxvn celebrato, ac insoper eciam omnia per Capitnlnm generate 
apud lincolniam, xii^ die menais Maii, anno Domini M^cxxx*® 
IXXXYi oelebratum, sanxenmt deinceps firmiter ohservarL 

Ac insnper decrevemnt quod qnidam firater, rocatas Thomas 
liejoester, erit apud monasterinm de Barlinges nsqne ad proximnm 
provinciale Capitnlum ; ac quidam canonicus, nomine Willelmns 
Segbncke, qnondam canonicns et professas de Barlinges, erit dein- 
cepe perpetnns canonicus de Newhons. Item premissi venerabiles 
patres diffinitores, statuemnt precipientes omnibus prelatis nostri 
Ordinis, in virtnte salntaris obediencie, qnatenns infra mensem 
postquam predicti prelati sen procuratores absencinm ad sua 
monasteria fuerint reversi, omnia et singula statuta et ordinaciones in 
present! Capitulo ordinata coram eonim conventu in domo Capitulari 
debite pablicent, et ea cum aliis statutis inserant, et apud priores et 
precedentes in claostro suo ponant. 

Insuper decreverunt pre&ti patres quod quidam frater (xeorgius 
Lytillport, canonicus de Westderham, erit apud mouasterium nostri 
ordinis de Dalle, usque ad proximum provinciale Capitulum. 

> So in MS. 
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. Acts cf Frovinciol Chapter held at Orantham in the Convent of so April 
Friars Kinor, opened 30 April, 1492. 

AfUr Mans, ectrbrali-d by iihbnl of Barlings, and other 
cuitomarij cbn'rvances, the follme'tng were flcctud definilorg : 
ahboti of Nnvhoitte, Barlings, Hales (hven, West Dereham, 
Titchjield, BiUigh, Hulby, and WendUng. Method of indent- 
ing altar alvetpen to be conformed to mage of the Church 
in general ,- aati*tanlii mutt h^lp abbot by holding up tin end* 
of hit cope; acolythes mutt precede him to the attar, ifc. At 
maiint, abbot mttit read hit letton in hit ttall. Beguialiont 
about observance of certain feaiit, and the ute of tilk copet 
by the eommunitiea on apeeified days. Br. Edw. Seylon, of 
Sulby, Kcented to proceed to Oxford or Cambridge, but at hit 
family' t erpente. Slalulet 2"^^'^ "' Lincoln confirmed. 
Cerlaincanont transferred, and ollierivise provided for. John 
Qimthroppe, Dean of Weill, accepted at a confrator of tlic 
order. Br. Th. Ludham cTeommunicaled for contiimaey. 
Regulations about offering ineense at the elevation of the Sacred 
Bolt on certain feaits. 

In Dei nomine, Amen. Cum enim in domo Dei eo sit vigilan- A fol. 106 
dum Botciciiis • quo ei in presenciarum tempns insidet periculosius 
ne grex domiiiicus antiqni hostis manibus rapiatur lacerandus, de 
quornm salute iitriusque hominis indies Eoliciti suniua, ne perdi- 
cionem ipsonitn qui [in] die districti esaminia imputetnr nobis, dum 
Eolntem pariter et quietem eorundeni exacta diligencia non pro- 
curemuB ; idcirco nos Ricardus, perniissione Diiina Assavensis epi- 
scopuB, abbas monaaterii beate Marie Magdalene de Schappa alias 
de Heppa, Ordinis PrenioiiBtratensis, Karlioleneis diocesis, reveron- 
dissimi in Christo patris et Domini Domini Huberti, Dei et snncte 
Sedis Apostolice gracia, Pi'emonsti-atensis abbatis, tocins Anglic, 
WaJlie, Scocie et Hibernie Vieitator et reformator unicuB et gene- 
ralis, plenisaima potestate legitime et iiteratorie sufficienter depu- 
tatus, prout in Uteris prefati patris PreinonhtratenBis patenter 
innotuit, omnes et singulos prefatos Religionis Premonstratensis 
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prelatoB conventoam procaratores tocios Anglie et Wallie con- 
vocari et citari fecimos, legitima monicione prins prehabitBy ad 
comparendam coram nobis ant noetris in hac parte commissariis 
in domo Fratmm Minorum ville de Grantham, nitimo die mensis 
ApriliSy ad celebrandnm et stataendum provinciale Capitnlnm 
noBtre predicte Religionis, anno Domini m""® cccc™® nonagesimo 
secnndo ; qui predictis die, anno, et loco congregati pariter et uniti 
in presencia prefati reverendissimi patris Assavensis episcopi et 
Visitatoris, a quo modo devociori ympnus Veni Creator Sfirjjj^ 
Bolempniter est inceptus, Missaque ejusdem Spiritus Sancti per 
venerabilem confratrem nostrum abbatem de Barlynges devotissime 
celebrata, sermoneque verbi Dei integraliter completo, ceteraque 
necessaria tanti negocii, prout convenit, iSdeliter peracta et per- 
tractata, ex unanimi consensu omnium tam prelatorum qnam pro- 
curatornm in domo capitulari predictorum Fratmm Minorum, electi 
fuerunt in diffinitores patres venerabiles de Neuhous, Barlynges, 
Halesowen, Westderham, Techfeld, Byley, Sulby, et Wenlyng. 

Cum in domo competenciori se mutuo divertentes, ac de diversis 
omnibus et singulis negociis et dubiis illis administratis de libertate 
peilractantes, tandem presertim de diversis Beligionis observanciis 
uniformiter in melius reformandis, necessarium conspiciunt et con- 
gruum [ut] omnes in uno Ordine professi sub una forma unius regule, 
unius moris et observancie unanimiter vivere [deberent]. Et licet 
in constitucionibus seu declaracionibus ordinatum sit, quod nuUus 
ministrorum ascendat presbyterium cum hiis qui thurificare ad 
vesperas in duplicibus et triplicibus debent, sed ipsi soli vadant, hoc 
proculdubio propter uniformitatem tocius nostre Beligionis revo- 
cantes, condempnantes et annuUantes, eo quod in hujusmodi thuri- 
ficacione et observancia in diversis locis diversimode variatur, atque 
a tocius matris Ecclesie forma deviatur, quia vero in Scriptura 
pariter et figura legimus et conspicimus, omnes thurificantes tantum 
esse vestitos in albis. Et in evangelic, Martha de sorore Maria 
Domino conqueritur diccns : Bi dUi xd me adjmttj^ mente con- 

* Luke, X. 40. 
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spiciens indignum esse tali sola famalari domiuo cui || non sufBceret M. 107, 
digne servire totus mnndus. Et beatus Laurenciua beato Syxto 
dixit, qood nunquam aliquod gaci'ificiDm sine ministro oSerre cou- 
sueverat, Cujns eacre Scripture satis edocti, prefati patres diffini- 
torea sanxenint et decrevenint, (juateims omnibus festis tarn in 
diiplicibus qnam tripUcibiie, cum poet benediccionem thnris ad 
vesperaa, abbas cum priore et siippri&re ad altare thnrificandiim 
preabiterium ascenderit, cum eisdem tres ministri eant ad altai-e, 
qui capaa tam abbatia quam cum eodem thurificancium diligenter 
et reverenter elevent et aupportent, aliiB duobus ministrie ubi 
facuitaa permiserit cum candelia ad' altare coram eis precede ntibus. 
Thurificatixpie altare, prior accepto thuribulo de manu abbatia, et 
cnntoi- de raanu prioris, ipsum abbatem iion in planicie chori sed 
in proprio stallo stantem thurificabnnt, ibidemque collectos jwst 
canticum, viz. Ma^jiljlcat, compleant. Demum duo ministri thuri- 
bula de inanu prioris et cantoris resumant, et priorem ante etallum 
Bunm et suppriorem in loco sue stantes thurificabunt, deinde 
cantores et ministroa, postremo veto conventum, uterque in part^ 
sua. Thurificacio altarium extra chonim de cetero nunquam fiet 
nisi tantum in iiii" festis principalibiis, et tunc per priorem et 
auppriorem, precedentibna eisdem duobiia rainistris cum candelis. 
QuibuB peractis, ministri tburibiila sua in loca sua reponant, sine 
mora in chorum revertentes, llevedtcamns Doini/io post collectam 
Bubjungendo. Necnon eciani ad matutinas, unus miniatroriim 
legendam prclato preparet, ad etallum abbatis librum asportando, 
ubi de cetero leccionem in proprio atallo est lecturus. Item 
statuerunt quod festum Saucte Trinitatis deinceps sit triplex festnm 
prime dignitatis. Item decretum est quod quociens featum sancti 
Marci evangeliste in ebdoniada Pasclie venieus, sive aliqua Domi- 
nica venerit illo anno, festum differatur ubi conveniencins celebrar 
oportebit, sed minime jejunetur. Item ordinatum est quod festum 
Presentacionis beate Marie in Templum de cetero ut festum triplex 
seconde dignitatis celebretur, tam cito quam commode servicium 
■ The votde gradum prcsbilerii lentntibua Letc deleted in M^. 
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ejusdem proprium et diem indagari et haberi potuerit. Item 
festum sancte Sitlie ^ virginis de cetero at festum ix leocionum unius 
virginis et martyris xxvii die mensis Aprilis celebretur. Item 
festum [sancte] Dorothee vii'ginis tanquam festum ix leccionum, 
viii die Februarii, deinceps cum collecta propria celebretur. Necnon 
eciam festum sancti David episcopi prima die mensis Marcii erit 
deinceps festum ix leccionum ciim propria collecta et historia 
communi unius confessoris et pontificis, donee propria legenda de 
eodem commode haberi potuerit. Necnon eciam festum sancti 
Cedde episcopi erit festum ix leccionum, cum historia unius con- 
fessoris et pontificis, secunda die mensis Marcii celebratum. Festum 
autem translacionis beate Mai'ie Magdalene de cetero tanquam 
festum celebre, cum propria historia, xix die mensis Marcii solemp- 
niter celebrari decreverunt. Item addiderunt quod festum sancti 
Blasii, in crastino Purificacionis beate Marie, tamquam festum ix 
leccionum deinceps celebretur, cum communi historia unius mar- 
tyris et pontificis &c. 
fol. 107 b. II Item prefati patres diffinitores considerantes quia Ordinale 

tantum in hac parte dictat, nt in die Pasche ad vesperas, conventus 
tantum in albis sit, set quia in diversis monasteriis diversimodo 
utuntur, quidam enim tantum in albis, alii autem capas cericas post 
psalmum Magnificat ad processionem in ecclesiam accipiunt, idcirco 
ob Ordinalis in hac parte obscuritatem, sanxerunt quatenus, ut 
prefertur, in die Pasche conventu prius ut moris est albis induto, 
post Magnificat capas sericas coram eisdem a sacrista appositas 
induant, cum in ecclesiam in processione transierint, psalmos 
Laudxde pueri Dominum et In eocitu Isi'ael de Egypto cantando. Ac 
eciam in die Pentecostes in stacione ad processionem, de cetero 
abbas hos tres versus, videlicet Te nunc Deus piissime, Dudum 
sactaia^ et Sit lau$ Patri, solus incipiat et deinde a toto conventu 
sumantur. 

* This was St. Sytha, whose acts are unknown, bat whose name is foand in 
oertain English calendars. Leland {Itin, vii. 44) mentions a chapel of St. Sytha at 
Bradford. St. Sytha, it has been suggested, was thQ Qftme M St. Osyth {Mtnology 
of England and Wales, Suppl. p. 752). 
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Item frater Edwar^ua Seytone, canonicns de Sulby, per domi- 
nnm Visifcatorem noatrnin, ad BColam OxoDie sive Caatabrigie est 
iicenciatus, attamen amicorum suorum expensis, ibidem ugque ad 
proximum proviiiciale Capitnlum exbibendaa. Item statuerunt 
prefati p&tres, omnia stattita et ordinata ultimo Cepitiilo villa 
Lyncolnie ceiebrato, deinceps finniter et inviolabiliter imperpetuiim 
observari, Ac insuper statuendo sanxerunt, quod qiiidam frater 
Wyllelmiis Gyllynge, canonicns et professus monasferii de Covei"- 
hara, de cetero erit perpetuus canonicns de Sulby. Item ordinando 
decrevemnt (jiiatenus quidam frater Thomaa Mylham c\im eoJem 
abbate de Snlby remaneat, ut prefertur, donee secum alias a domino 
Visitatore fuerit dispenaatuni. Item Johannes Lytyllport, canonicua 
de Westderliani, cum abbate de Eeuclief permanebit usque ad 
pi-oximum provincialo capitulum. Et Wyllelmua Farley, canonicus 
de predicto monaaterio de Westderham, suis dementia id merito 
exigentibuB, erit ad nionaaterium sancte Agatbe, usque ad proxi- 
mam visitacioneiii nostram, emisaus. Item frater Edwardus Symoue, 
canonicus de Langdone, erit in monaaterio de Duribrde, usque ad 
proximam Yisifcaciouem nostram, sicuti ultima visitacione £6cum 
erat decretnm. Item frater Thomas Haltone, canonicua de Bar- 
linges, deinceps erit perpetuus canonicua sancte Radegundia. 

Item prefati patres diffinitores statuerunt, ut venerabilem 
magistrum Johannem Gunthroppe,' ecclesie WelleDsis decanum, in 
i'raternitatem nostri Ordinia reciperent, eidem concedentea par- 
ticipem tieri omnium oracionuiii, vigiUarum, jejuniorum, discipli- 
namm, ceterorumque omnium virtutum atque bonorom. Item 
preraiaai venerabilea patres diffinierunt et atatuerunt, precipientea 
omnibua et singulis prelatis nostri Ordinis, in virtut« salutaris 
obedieiicie, quatenua infra mensem postquam prefati prelati seu 
procuratorea abaenciom ad aua monasteria fuerint reversi, omnia 
eb singula etatuta et ordinacionea in present! Capitulo ordinata 

' ThiE •xAii the distinguiBhcd BchcloiT. Jolin Gunthorpe, who accompanied Joho 
Free to Italy, where he studied Bt Fcrrarn under Ouarlno. He wns dean ot WetlE 
trotD 1473 to bis death la Him. 
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et decreta coram eorum conventa in domo capitnlari debite publi- 
cent, et ea cum aliis statutis ioserant, et apad priores et precedentes 
in claustro suo reponant. 

Item frater Thomas Ladham, coram reverendissiroo patre nostro 
domino Ricardo Assavense episcopo et Visitatore legitime citatns, 
pro manifesta sua contumacia in non comparendo, presens per 
Capitulam est excommanicatas, et pro excommunicato de cetero sit 
censendus. 

Item ordinant^s prefati patres di£Snitores decrevemnt, quod in 
omnibus festis tam duplicibus qnam triplicibus ad majorem Missam 
in elevacione Hostie et Calicis, duo ministri albis induti, easdem 
tam Hostiam quam Calicem jugiter thurificent, inde non cessantes 
quousque executor officii ad Vvde et memores nos Domine per- 
venerit, et manus more extensas deponat. 

Befbra '^' S^unmons to Provincial Chapter held at Lincoln, 23 September, 

98 Sept. 1405. 1495. 

Having during tht previous year visited all tJie houses in 
England, determined to call a Chapter. Hence, dtc, 

Richard Belton, alias Nutsey, canon of 8t, Badegund's^ 
excommunicated, 

A. foL 128 b. Ricardus, etc. Cum nuper anno elapso universas et singulas 

nostri Ordinis tocius Anglie ecclesias curriculo nostre Visitacionis 
consulto debite concurrente circuimus, visitavimus, atque plura in 
eisdem reformare procuravimus, sed majora ad audienciam pre- 
latorum convocacione Capituli provincialis reforri discemimus, 
quia veremur multum et timemus, ne quid adhuc in Ordine vicio- 
sum inveniri poterit vel resideat, quod inducat errorem, quod 
virtutem non excitet, quod non edificet ad religionis augmentum, et 
quod non sapiat Ordinis honestatem. Super quibus, Deo dante, 
ibidem discrete tractetis, prudenter discutiatis, et sapienter sta- 
tuatis, quod in posterum in Dei laudem et Ordinis rertetur 
incrementum. Hinc est quod vos abbates etc. 

Ricardus Beltone, alias Nutsey, canonicus monasterii sancte 
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Radegundis apostata, pi^rjuratus, cscommuDicatns, et a IJuiuie 
sancte matris Ecclesie aequestratns, 



92. Acts of Provincial Cliapter held at Lincoln. ^i ^e^t 149S 

In cJturck of Friart Freachert at Lincoln, 23 Septfmber, 
1495, mmmonfd by BUkop Redman. Matt tutig by abbot of 
Barlings. After llie customary obaervancet and a termon 
preaclted, the foUotving were elected defimtore : abbots of 
Newlmute, Welbeek, Barlings, Sulby, Dale, WendUng, Coeher- 
tand, Croxlon, Halet Owen, Weil Derham, Torr, ai\d Langley, 
Begtilalione about certain partt of tlic Divine Officf. Decrees 
palled at Qrantliam, confirmed with alight alttralioni. Cer- 
tain feaifi legitlated fur. It having been brought to tlieir 
notice that tome eat eggs and laelicinia at tapper on Mondays 
atid Wednesdaj/s, and otlteri finh and laelicinia both at dinner 
and lupper, the practice waa condemned, ami it wot decreed 
that in all hou»et,on those days, flcth should be eaten twice, as 
on other day; except in Lent and Advent and on other dayi 
when forbidden to tixe Universal Church, Supper uiat not 
to be provided for the commuttity on Sattcrdayi, bul individual 
easel to lie within the abbol't discretion. 

William Huty and his unfe, EliMobetk, admitted to con- 
fraternity. An anniversary to be kept for William Huiy. 
William Marener, citinen of London, and his wifi; Agnes, 
also admitted to confralernily. 

Tranilationi of canons arranged for. 

In Dei nomine, Amen, Et quia intmico geiieria human! A. fol. 109 
novovum emergenciura varietateni in unaqualibet creatura suL- 
ministrante, quorum deviancium reformatiouera providere indies 
compellimur »e sect.i in Ordine aeqnantur superaticiosa ; idcirco 
nos Bicardua, permiss^tone Divina Assaveneis episcopus etc., omnea 
et singuloa tocius Anglie nostri Ordinia abbates, una cum conven- 
tunm procuratoribua ad prevaricaacium inquisicionem, ac debitam 
in eisdem reforinacionem inde infei-endam, studiosiua in ecclesia 
conveutuali Fratrum Predicatorum apud Liucolniam, xxiii die 
mensis SeptembrL", anno Domini mcccclxxxxv diixiinua con- 
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vocandos. Qui quidem die, anno, et loco prenominatis, pariter 
congregati et uniti, in presencia prefati patris Assavensis episcopi, 
ympnam Veni Creator devote cantaverunt, et Missa de Spiritu 
Sancto solempniter per venerabilem confratrem nostram abbatem 
de Barlynges, prout convenit et consuevit, celebrata, sermoneque 
Yerbi Dei efficaciter complete, tandem omnibus ibidem existentibus 
tam abbatibus quam procuratoribus eligere complacuit, atque voce 
in medium proferre et nominare in diffinitores, venerabiles patres, 
videlicet de Neuhous, Welbek, Barlynges, Cokarsand, Croxtone, 
Halesowen, Westderham, Torre, Langley, Sulby, Dalle, et Wenlynge. 
Qui alicubi se mutuo in domum eisdem assignatam divertentes et 
de diversis usu inordinate rebus diu latentibus reformari cnpientes, 
atque considerantes quatenus singuli sub unius regule norma 
degentes uniformiter in singulis nostri Ordinis monasteriis per 
omnia debite vivant ; super quibus prefati patres animo intellectuali 
considerando vii^" demonia de Maria Magdalene fuisse ejecta, per 
quod septennium numerum universitas designatur, quicquid virtutis 
sive vicii imputatur, eo quod mater nostra clamat Ecclesia, graciam 
Sancti Spiritus invocando, ympnum Veni Creator decantando, in 
quo vii**™ versus continentur contra cuncta vicia remediabiles. Sed 
quia in nonnuUis nostri Ordinis monasteriis ilium ultimum versum 
Sit lau8 hactenus omittebatur, statuentes sanxerunt de cetero nullo 
modo pretermitti, nee versus Deo Patri in fine ympni lux Beata 
Trinitas subjungi necgligatur. Insuper statuerunt, quatenus in 
festo Corporis Cbristi, ad boras cantentur versiculi cum Alleluia 
sicuti Paschali utimur tempore. Necnon eciam statuerunt, et quod 
tarn a prelatis quam subditis professis nostri Ordinis Fremonstra- 
tensis ac profitendis imperpetuum observari, decreverunt omnia et 
singula statuta et decreta ultimo Capitulo villa de Grauntham 
ultimo die mensis Aprilis, anno Domini MCCCCLXXXXil celebrate, 
preterquam quod cum festivis diebus prior cum suppriore ad 
vesperaa altaria turificanda cum abbate exierint, semper post 
abbatem ad vestibulum exeuntes hincque revertentes, deinceps 
transibunt eundem reverenter subsequendo. Item statuentes 
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decreverunt, octavam diem apostoloram Petri et Panli, iiifrn octavam 
Visitacionis Beate Marie iacldeiitem, per antiplioDam et collectam 
Ordine consuotas, ad priinos veeperaa et matutiuas tantum, sicuti 
dictum est de festo saiicti Laureiicii, de cetera fiiiiri et Berviri, 
Festum vero Concepcionia sancti Johatmia Baptiste prefato Capitulo 
decretum ' atatuerniit, ut featum iii leccionum uniua martyris 
observari, capitulis, ynipno, atque antiphonis, ad primaa veapeius 
super Maijidficat et Jieiiedictus solummodo que propria habentur, 
exemptis. Ac eciam prefati patres diffinitores oi-dinant#8 decre- 
verunt, quod ill omnibua moniisteriia nostri Ordinia, jmpnus Ace 
murig stella de ceteix) cantetur secundum solemptiiorem notam et 
tonum, tam in festo Nativitatis atque commemoracioiiibus ejusdera, 
quam eciam cotidie in feriis ad vesperas, aliaa hactenus decautato 
ympno omnino dampDato. . . . 

Inauper decreverunt et ordinavemnt festum sancti Rochi con- 
fessoria ut festum trium leccionum, xvi die mensis Angnsti, sicut de 
uno confessore per antiphouam et propriam collectam deinceps 
celebretur. Item prefati patres diffinitores, ex matura deliberacione 
sanxendo ordinaverunt quateims festum Dedicacionis eccleaiarum 
nostri tocius Ordinis infra regnum tocius Anglie consistencium xvi 
die mensia Octobris de cetero celebretur, at<[ae aolempniter, prout 
consnetum est, obscrvetur. 

Necnon eciam jirefati patres diffinitores pre oculis habeiitea 
quod ex nostra Beligionia statutorum precepto aatringimur, in 
quantum possibile eat laudee Beatiasime Virginia Marie aemper 
atttillere ; bine est quod ordinaiiter decreverunt, festum Pre- 
sentacionia ejusdem genitricia Dei, xsi die mensia Novembris, ut 
festum ix leccionum celebrari, sicuti in festo Nativitatis ejusdem, 
esceptia aliquibua nominibus mutatis in Presentacioiie. 

II Insuper eciam decreverunt, quatenua conventus, pluribna 
festivia iliebus, capis sericia non utatup, preter festa in qnibus pia 
fides lucidius dictaverit. 

Kt quia predictis diffinitoribas faerit fiubmiaiatratum quidam 
' So in US. i ? read wctin^uiii prefati Capituli deertluni. 
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in Ordine feria ii* et iiii* ad prandiam carnes comedere, et ad 
cenam ovis cum lacticinils vesci, nonnuUi eciam alii piscibus cam 
lacticiniis tam ad prandium qaam ad cenam uti, quos omnes 
abasus prefati diffmitores prorsus condemnantes, stataerunt 
firmiter in omnibus monasteriis nostri Ordinis de cetero observari, 
quatenus per annum, feria ii* et iiii*, carnes bis in die gemina 
refeccione fratres comedant sicuti ceteris diebus ebdomade refici 
consueverunt. xl*, adventu Domini, feria ii* post Esto mihi ^ aliisque 
anni temporibus quibus universalis Ecclesia non permittit, duntaxat 
exemptis etc. 

Item sanxerunt et decreverunt, quatenus cene in sabbatis pro 
conventu minime habeantur, tamen in discrecione prelatorum 
remanere decreverunt. 

Necnon insuper presens per provinciale Capitulum per diffini- 
tores ejusdem ulterius est decretum, quod dominum Willelmum 
Husy et Elisabeth uxorem ejusdem cuncti nostri Ordinis professi 
tocirs Anglie reciperent in predicti nostri Ordinis fratemitatem, 
pro predicto domino Willelmo Husy anniversarium semel cele- 
brantes in vigiliis mortuorum cum ix leccionibus, commendacione 
majori, majoris Misse celebracione in conventu. 

Ac eciam Willelmum Marener, civem civitatis London, et 
Agnetam uxorem ejusdem, insuper receperunt in Ordinis frater- 
nitatem, omnium oracionum, Missarum, vigiliarum, disciplinarum, 
jejuniorum, atque elemosinarum participes in etemum consti- 
tuerunt, et decreverunt de cetero fieri ; pro quibus fiet sicut pit) 
uno fi*atre nuper mortuo, in die obitus eorundem. 
fol. 110 b. II Item ordinatum est per diffinitores prenominatos, quod quidam 
canonicus monasterii de Halesowen, videlicet Willelmus Bume, erit 
de cetero canonicus sancte Badegundis. 

Item, Johannes Bebe, canonicus monasterii de Dale, erit apud 
Sulby durante beneplacito domini Visitatoris. 

Item, frater Robertus Bredone, canonicus monasterii de Sulby, 
erit apud monasterium de Dale, durante ut prefertur. 
* Esto mihi is the opening of the Introit of the Mass for Quinqoagesimft Sanday. 
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Item, frater Willelmus Farley, canonicus monasterii de West- 
derham, erit apud Neuhoas nsqne ad proximam visitacionem. 

Item frater Thomas Lndham, canonicus de Langley, erit in 
monasterio de Sulby, durante beneplacito ut prefertur. 

Item, frater Johannes Lincolne, canonicus monasterii de 
Wenlynge, erit in monasterio de Langley, usque [ad] proximam 
visitacionem ad beneplacitum prefati Visitatoris nostri etc. 

Item, quidam frater Willelmus Damtone, canonicus et professus 
monasterii de Coverham, erit de cetero canonicus et professus 
monasterii de Beucheff, presens per Capitulum est decretum etc. 

Post hec insuper prefati patres diffinitoi'es ordinaverunt et 
decreverunt, sub pena contemptus, quatenus infra mensem post- 
quam presentes patres et procuratores ad propria fuerint reversi 
monasteria, omnia et singula statuta, ordinationes, sive decreta [in] 
presenti Capitulo [ordinata] coram eorundem conventu publicent et 
manifestent, ut cum aliis statutis debite inserant et apud priores 
presidentesque ^ in claustro reponantur. Nonnullis autem aliis 
nobis diffinitoribus a prelatis et procuratoribus questionibus debite 
et districte motis et ministratis, quibus a nobis discussis ac congruis 
eisdem responsionibus exhibitis, humiliter et devote supp1[ic]amus 
prefatum reverendissimum in Christo patrem Assavensem epi- 
scopum, Yisitatoremque ut prefertur nostre alme Religionis, qua- 
tenus presens dignaretur dissolvere Capitulum atque ad propria 
unumquemque licenciaret etc. 

> So in MS. ; read precedentesque. 
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Between 1406 93. Appointment of Bobert Bedall as Proctor for Abbey of Begkam 

at the Provineial Chapter to be held at Hottingham (between 
1496 and 1601). 

Bichard, abbot of Begham, and convent, constitute Bobert 
Bedall, canon of Shap, a« tJieir proctor tvith full pmoer at 
provincial Chapter, convened by Bichard, bishop of Exeter 
and abbot of Shap, to meet at Nottingliam in convent of the 
friars \blamk : but Nottingham had two houses of friars, 
Carmelites and Franciscans], to appear, act, defend, receive, 
treat, accede, agree or disagree, a>s needful — all in their name, 

A. foL 105. Pateat universis per presentes, quod nos BicardaS; monasterii 

beate Marie de Begham, Dei paciencia, abbas, et conventus ejusdem, 
facimus, ordinamus, et in loco nostro constituimns dilectum nobis 
in Christo fratrem Robertum Bedalle, canonicum et sacerdotem 
monasterii de Schappe, nostri Ordinis Premonstratensis, Karliolensis 
diocesis, nostruoi generalem procuratorem ac specialem ; dantes et 
concedentes eidem procuratori nostro potestatem generalem, ac 
mandatum speciale, pro nobis et nomine nostro coram reverendissimo 
in Christo patre et Domino Domino Ricardo, Dei gracia Exoniensi 
episcopo, abbate de Schappe et Visitatore etc., ceterisque nostri 
Ordinis abbatibus et procuratoribus in convencione sen provinciali 
Capitulo apud Notyngham tali die post datum presencium in domo 
fratrum ... ad comparendum, ac eciam agendum, defendendum, 
excipiendum, tractandum, conveniendum, consenciendum sen dis- 
senciendum, ac quodlibet aliud genus liciti juramenti quociens 
oportunum fuerit in animas nostras prestandum ; ac omnia alia et 
singula nos quomodolibet concemencia faciendum, que nos facere 
potuimus, si ibidem personaliter interessemus ; ratum et gratum 
habituri quicquid idem procurator noster mediante justicia fecerit 
in premissis. In cujus rei testimonium, sigillum nostrum commune 
presentibus est appensum. Datum in doroo nostra capitulari, tali 
die et anno etc. 
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94. Citation to Proviiicial Chapter. i 

Richard Redman, biilwp of Ely and abbol of Shaji, and 
commiuary of John, abbot of Premontrl, eittt all abbots of 
England and Wales to a prooineial Chapter to be held at 
lioHingham ; loliervin, for the greater honour of the Order, 
each abbol must bring hit crosier, and the Chapter vfill open 
vdlb a tolemn pToceuion. 

Chapter to meet in Churoh of Friars livnoT at Nottingham 
on 5 Auyuit next. 



Iticardus, perniiasione Dlvina, EHensia episcopus etc. universis P, fol. 96. 
et singulis venerabilibus confratribus nostria doniinia abbatibuR, | jfj ^f'"' 
nostri Prenionstratensis Ordinis, infra ref^iim Aiiglie et Wallie et 
eorum eubditis sohiteni, et per fructuin vere obedientie et augmen- 
tationem gratie ad preiiiia eterna pervenire. 

Quia status nostra sacre Religionis, cotidianis periciilorum 
vitiommque fluctibiis esagitatiiB, ia tautum quod ealvo uequeat 
consiatere guberiiaculu nisi Dirina protegetiir dementia, saliibrique 
aublevetur prelatontm conaiiio, cum antiqui hostia calliditas nostri 
relucentis Ordiuia candorem infuscare festinet et inficere ; oc (piedain 
que salutifere Religionis honoi'em et commodum, animarumque salu- 
tem concernetitia necessarie emiueaut perpetranda, que vestram et 
Testrum cujuslibet presentiam requirunt personalem ; hinc estquod 
voa abbatea oninea predict! et vestniiii queuilibet requirimus et 
monemus, oo etiain teiiore presentium primo, secundo et tertio et 
peremptorie citamua, quatenua compare atis, at quilibet veatruni 
personaliter compareat coram uobia in eccleaia conventual! Fratrnm 
Minorum apud Notynghamiam, Eboraci diocesia, v. die metiaia 
Augusti, hora capitulari viz. hora ix". proxime fiitiiro post datum 
presentium ; ac pro vestris univerais et siogulia conventibua pro- 
curatorea jdonie, libeie et canonice electi, sufficienterque in agendis 
instruct!, cum literis procuratoriis sigiJlia communibua aignatta, 
predictts die et loco cumpareant et int^rsint, et eorum quilibet 
compareat et interait, una nobiactim et nliis noslri Ordinis pre- 
lattd, ibilem convoeatioaem eive provinciate Cupitulum Deo duce 
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iolf 9C b. celebraturiSy cum contmnatio H ne et prorogatioiie diemm seqaen- 
tiam, secnndum vim, formam eteffectum noetre relncentiB Beligionis 
statatorum ; et ea que statatis et privilegiis nostri Ordinis tran- 
quillitati, unitatique [et] paci prelatornm et subditorum ocmsona 
fueiiDt statuenda et canonice reformanda ; at, integro ibidem proviso 
remedio, unanimiter et secmioa Deo servire posaimos. 

Vobis omnibas et singulis ac etiam cailibet vestmin intimantes 
pro certo quod dictis die et loco nnllios vestnim abeentiam ali- 
qualiter volumns excusare, nisi ad id quod nos artaverint canonice 
sanctiones ; sed, auctoritate dicti Domini Premonstratensis qaa 
plenarie fongimur in hac parte, in non comparentes qnoscnnque 
caravimos ecclesiasticas censnras, ob eornm contumaciam et mani- 
festam rebellionem, non inmerito districtius fulminare. 

Nosque veteris Testamenti paginam et memoriam deducentes, 
quod, cum sancti patres aliqui ministraturi antiquitus disponebant, 
sacris vestibus et omamentis se induebant; unde legitur in 
Levitico, quod, dum proficeretur opus Dei, in capite Aaron lapides 
fulgebant pretiosi ; et quamvis Christus non tantum nitore veetium 
quam devotionis requirit affectum, nee tantum inspicit omamenta 
corporum set considerat corda meritorum ' ; tamen credimus magis 
ejusdem esse gaudium, tantoque citius exaudiri ab eo estimamus, 
quanto ob sui ipsius laudem majorem viderit nostre appariticxiis 
omatum ; 

vobis igitur et cuilibet vestrum in virtute salutaris obedientie 
districte precipimus, quatenus baculum vobiscum afferatis pasto* 
ralem una cum capa solempni, ut sic decenter omati, ad Dei 
laudem nostreque prefate Beligionis honestatem et honorem, pro- 
cessionaliter el devote ibidem incedere possimus. 

Ulteriusque vobb omnibus et singulis quibus hoc presens || nos- 
trum preceptum sive mandatum fuerit latere presentium ponrectum 
et ostensum, in virtute salutaris obedientie, precipimus et manda- 
mus, quatenus, visis et electis ^ et coram oonventu rite liiis mani* 

* So in MS. ; read cordium meriia, 

* 80 in Peck*8 transcript, for Uetis. 
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festis, sine mora, presenti nnntio, indilate deliberetis, ut siDguliB 
patefaceret, sicuti vobis. 

Et, cum iiultas propriis expen^ia inilitare teneatur, ideo pre- 
eentem latOTem remuneretia pro nuia expensis et labore, debito 
cnm favore. 

Dattini ia palatio nogtro Elien&i, xx. die ineusis Maii, sab 
Bigillo nostro visitatorio, anno Domini mcccociv., et noatre con- 
secrationis xxxii., nostrec|ue trauslationis anno tertio. 



Section IV.— VISITATIONS. 



95. Uandate to Viiit Halei Owen. A.D, isio. 

Athim, abbot of Fremoniri; lo abboU of Langdon and 
Dale. To lake leith tlifm abbol of Welbeck, and an toon 
at poaiible lo go la Hates Owen with plenary power over all 
itt member*, to correct anything amiit ; lo receive (He eettion 
of lite ahbot, or compel il if needful; to make canonical pro- 
vition for il and coerce Ike rebellioui by ecekiiatlieal eenture, 
eaUing in the secular arm if required. 

Adam, Dei patientia, FremonstrateDsis abbas, eb abbatutn p. |o1. 96. 
pjusdem Ordinis Capitulum generale, venerabilibiis fratribus de j^fan"™* 
Langedoiia et de Dala abbatibus, salutem et sincerara iu Domino 1. 187.) 
caritateni. 

Yobis firmiter precipiendo inaudamuB, quatenus, asBumpto 
vobiscum venerabili fratre abbate de Welbek, qnam citias com- 
inode potpritis, ad ecclesiam de Hales personaliter accedenteB, 
visitetia eandem sollicite et attente, cum nostre plenitudine poteti- 
tatis, tarn in capite qnam in membris, corrigentes in eadem que 
secundum Deum et Ordinem invenerilis corrigenda ; fideliter 
referentea (jue ad nostrum generate Capitulnio fuerint referenda ; 
cpssionera obbatis dicti loci (si petieritj recipientea, sen ipsiim nd 
cedendum (si opus fuerit et videritis expediri) compellentes ; 



152 

Uaeotem\Jiit port modam dieCe eedeBie de paitee jdoneo 

pforideri; coiitnidicliorcs ei refaelles per 

c omp egoe n do ; inrocsto ad hoe (a necesse fiKfil) rnoxOia bndiii 



Ditiiiii Premonstnti, anno Dooimi scccx^ Kdenia noBtio 
Capitiilo genenlL 



Vfliirttfi. te. W. 4a OrartoA la Akbat rf Cmtam, ugnff Mb la aateil U a 



/« #Aoeic«f «/ Utitjn reeeiredjrom kim, Hm» Imid hammlf 
open to execmmumUaHcm hy kia coutempL WiB alto lorn 
wumey in miU and procctset, and fwe bad exmtmpie* For 
900 yearn ike English abbot* hare attorned themueUe* io be 
vieiied from PremonM toiih much epiriimal profit Not 
writing to upbraid, but to beeeeeh hi$ reimm io better frame 
of mind, 

T. foL It. In Jheea Christo qaicqaid est obedientie et hoiKxis desiderabile. 

f!47^b.) Pater rererendei perlectis mihi et auditis Uteris Tesfcria cam 

copiis et actia, conturbati sunt sensos mei et a Tooe contremiieniiit 
labia mea. Abii amaro animo iDdignans erga eoe, qui yeatram 
aimplicitatem sabrertenmt oolambiDam, forsanque defoit pro- 
dentia aerpentina. 

O oonailiarii oneroei ! Grena abeque consilio et dne prndentia ! 
Utinam saperent et intelligerent, ac novissima providerent ! Ant 
qnia insensatns faacinavit canonicos vestroa domino abbati Ptenum- 
atratensi (in sno commissario, Yisitatore fratmm; oonaolatore 
pnaillorum ; informatore morom, extirpatore vitiorom, et virtutnm 
plantatore) repugnare, ant erecto calcaneo, fictis exceptiombna, 
falaia ymaginibus, cauteloeis fraudibua et Unguis mendacibos 
reluctari? Quia nisi iUe qui dooet non hnmiUter anbease, set 
inaniter preesse ? IUe inqnam qui dicit in corde sao, vdo aimiUs 
esse Altissimo. 

Hinc est qnod ipsnm commissariam respoitis, ei obedire oon- 
tempnitis. Set, et quod nequius est, coram conservatore citari, et 
non comparentom excommunicari facitis. 
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Pro pudor ! Quia aiidirit talia ? quod domina Premonstra- 
teneia eccleeia debeat fincillari ! talis coDservatio potius dicenda 
e[xalt]atio aut dissipatio. Andeo dicere, non proceasenint sagitta 
iate acute et venenose de pharetru veetra. Nee sunt bee ad- 
inventiones veatre, set circumvention es malitie atiene, eomm vin. 
qui lites siiBcitant, jurgia aniraant, cont^ntiones aflectant, et 
bursas vestraa evacware conantur : quamvis non |1 credam voa nimis lol. 72 b. 
pecuniis habiindare. Fient igitur bine inde provocattonea, 
nppellatioDes, citationes, BUBpensionea et escommunicationea, ac 
forsan privationes : ut nulluB sit vestrura qui liberum nt coiidignum 
babeat eui exercitium. Fientijue sumptus graves, expense inanes, 
et boDorum Ecclesie Jbesu Christi et pauperum ejua devastationes, 
quales vos, pater, dudum, si recolitis, nuperqne in scola oxperientie 
didiclBfia. Pater prudens imnipiid ! (piia voa priino, et postea 
commissarius yester reverendus, a veatro filio, graveni passi re- 
putaam recordiler sustinetis, Ideo et voa commisaarium D. nbbatia 
Premonatrateneia repellere curatis. In hoc, ni fallor, esemphim 
pemicioBura vestria convent ualibus subditie prebetisj vestria cor- 
rectionibua rabelle contraire. 

"luaia multi sancti abbates in Anglia, trecentis annis et 
ampliua, reverendum patrem abbatem Premoustratensem et ejtia 
coraniisBOrium vicibua afiectantes. od viaitandum admiserunt; 
liumiliter obedienmt; eomm mandata devote receperunt ; et ea 
reverent^r dict-a perficiendo profeceniot ! Exinde namc|ue ardenter 
efferbuit' devotio; vehemeiiter snccrevit Religio; et tarn inferioria 
r|iiain superioria irrigiti, in conapectu Summi Patria, prevaluit, ipso 
dominante, plantatio. 

Set postquam, per satorem invidie, infuaum est venenum ecia- 
matis in Eccleaia, et cessantibus alieitigenis (qnibus amodo anbesse 
non vultis, ut scribitia) et urantea' indigene, ex furore dominandi. 
eorum vices occupaverunt in terra, invenerunt nos muita laala. 
Propter que mala facti aumua fabula in clero, et in plebe ludibrium. 



WW). 



;s ; ? (or It urnntes read deiiTrmtei. 
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Desevit in nos prarientium procacitas liDguaram, ut non sit qui 
86 abscondat a voce exprobrantis et loquentis iniqaa. Et erit, 
cinn exclusi fuerint (ut dicitis) alienigene ; diripient vos alieni ; et 
foL 73. quod timendum || est et dolendum) redigent vos Babiloaii in servi- 
tutera confnsionis sempiteme. Jhesu mercy ^ peccatis mei ! Pie 
pater, si, ex mentis angustia et spiritus vehementia, eructat cor 
meum verbum, utinam placitum vobis et acceptum. 

Non animo arguendi aut increpandi, set obsecrandi vos patrem, 
quatenus ad cordis intima in spiritu humilitatis soUicite rever- 
tentes, infra pectoris vestri secreta, silentia, prudentia revolvatie, 
quam sit discordia ista verisimiliter plena periculis ! quam gravida 
dispendiis! quamque Divine magestatis timendis ac terribilibus 
exosa judiciis ! 

Ideo, secundum Apostolum, obedite p'epositis vestrisy et sitb^ 
jacete illis ' in Jhesu Christo. Desistite ab incepta controversia ; 
recedite a concepta malitia, non dico vestra, set aliena. Nolite 
confidere in verbis mendacii dicentes : ^ appellationem debere vos 
salvare de manibus securi ; * quod appellationis remedium non ideo 
est inventum, ut alicui a lleligionis et Ordinis observantia exorbi* 
tanti debeat in sua nequitia patrocinium exhibere. Non enim, ut 
didici, appellatio rescindit quodcunque sit illicitum, cum sit con- 
stituta solummodo ad innocentie presidium. Et re utendum est 
[in] usum ad quod fuit institutum. 

Occurrite ergo suppliciter, rogate humiliter, ut descendat 
visitare suaviter, suscipite reverenter Credo in Domino Jhesu, 
quod invenietis eum favorabilem et propitium, si vos invenerit 
humilem, corrigibilem et benignum in amplexibus Salvatoris : in 
quo valeatis felicissime. Et benigne Jhesus Christus ipse donet, 
ut inveniar in occulis vestris Chusi dissipaturus consilium Achito- 
phd. Jhesu mercy. 

W. de Overton. 

Venerabili patri suo domino abbati de Croxton. 
1 So in MS. * Heb. ziu. 17. * Jer. vu. 4. « So in MS. ; read ueuros. 
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97, Letters Patent of Edward IV.' ae 0". ; 

Protection for BivJiard Redman, ahboi of Shap, appointed 
hij commiiauyn of Sinion, abbot of Prfmoniri, to ci-iit the 
7ioMi<M of hit Order in England and Wa,lc»,for he feari lou 
ami danger to bodtj and goods from tomeenviout of lUm, and 
their aeoompliect and abettors. To teeure thii end, ha* taken 
under hit »penal proteelion tJie said abbot, and others in hit 
train, t}unrgooil>,poiBeuio^n*, and hame»e. Therefore enjoin* 
all seeing thcte Mien to nutintain, protect, and defend the 
»aid periona, allotaing no harm, vioUnee, or hindrance to 
tome upon them. [Much injured by dnuij?.] 

Edwardus, Dei gracia, rex [Anglie] et Francie, et dominuB A. I0L8 
Hibei'iiie, universis et singulis viceeomitibus, iiiajoribus, balHvia, 
conetabnlariis, ministris, et aliia fidelibiis et subditiB suis, tain infra 
libertatem quam extra, ad quos presentes litere nostre pervenerint, 
Balntera. Supplicnvit nobis diiectus in Christo Hicardus Eedmayn, 
abliaB monasterii VaUis Magdalene de Keppa, I'l'emonstratensis 
OrdiniB, iit cuin reverendua vir Simon, abbas I'remonstratensis, per 
[[(landam coniinissionem euani nobis in Cancellariam nostram ex- 
bibitam et OBtensam, aseignnvit ipsum abbatem de Heppa, asBumpto 
aibi aliijuo Ordinis predicti zelatore prelato, sive discreto canonico, 
ant aliquibus si necesse aiit expediens eibi visnm fuerJt, quem seu 
(|U09, si et quando necessitas hoc poposcerit, niiitare potorit anctori- 
tate ipsius abbatia Premonatrntensia pl&naria, viaitet omnino eccle- 
eias, monasteria, et loca ac pereonas dicti Ordinia concernencia ac 
eisdem dependencia, in eis et ad ea que ad predictum Ordinein 
concemunt, in partibns Anglie et Wallie nbilibet constituta. 
solicite et attente, tarn in capita quam in membris, et tam in 
spiritualibus qnam in t«-mpora1ibua; Deum aolnm habendo pre 
oculie, corrigenda et reformanda in eisdem que secundum Deum et 
stafcuta ae dicti Ordinia privilegia correccione et reformacione iiove- 
rint indigere, tam circa ecclesias (|unm circa peraonaa eanindero, 



' This document i 
king, however, iiaa ni 
on October !G. 1466. 



1 not found enrolled upon tlie Patent Roll for this jear. The 
Westminster, from uliicli lliia letter of protection is dnW, 
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hojo«modi commttBOoem nam fideliter exorel in oouiibiis que 
pfrfiiffffrf ad Beligionem Foam in predicds paitibos, kcis, et per* 
sonii, refommndif pariter et ampliandis, quia per i]»im. anxili- 
ante Deo, Beligio sna in premiasis pardbns in melius reformari, 
§c idem abbas de Heppa circa hojosmodi visitacionem et con* 
vocackmem joxta firamam oommissionis predicte ac statntoram in 
hac parte editomm faciendam divertere se proponat. ipeeqne metnat 
siln et ceteris abbatibos Ordinis illins qnos in ejos comitiva 
ex caosa visitacionis sne hajnsmodi doxerit assnmendos, necnon 
eomm canonicis commissariis, bominibus senrientibos, de sois 
oorporibns dampnam et pericolom, ac de bonis et rebns snis dis- 
pendiom et jactaram occasione visitacionis illins, per qnosdam 
emalos saos ac eomm complices et Ssintores de fadli posse generari, 
velimos pro ejus secoritate in bac parte graciosins providere. Nos, 
animo considerantes piam, et meritoriam, ac Deo gratam existere 
Keligionis ob8er\'anciam joxta sni regolam infra predictas partes 
Anglie et Wallie ntrobiqae confovere, ac ab illins tramite delirantes, 
in viam salntis debite correccionis freno feliciter revocare ; volentes- 
qae providere secoritati et quieti ipsius abbatis de Heppa et saoram, 
at circa visitacionem snam bajosmodi eo melius et tranqaillins in- 
tendere, ac qne ad ipsum in visitacione ilia jaxta officii sni debitum 
pertinent facienda, secnrias facere et exercere valeat, qua nostra 
fuerit protectione specialiter commnnitus prospicere graciose : sos« 
cepimus ipsnm abbatem de Heppa ad omnes et singulas ecclesias et 
personas Ordinis predicti ubicunqiie infra dictas partes Anglie et 
Wallie fuerint ex causis premissis se divertendo, visitaciones et con- 
vocaciones hnjasmodi fSsu^iendo, ibidem morando, dictamqne abbatem 
Ordinis predicti ad solucionem racionalinm expensamm snarom 
compellendo, ceteraqne in commissione predicta contenta debite et 
canonice exercendo, et exinde ad propria redeundo, ac alios prelatos 
predictoB qui in comitiva sua ex hac causa proficisoentur ; necnon 
eorum canonicos, commissarios, homines, et servientes, ac bona, 
res, et habuesia sua quecunque in proteccionem, tuicionem, et de» 
fensionem nostras speciales. Et ideo vobis mandamus quod ipsum 
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abbatem de Heppa, premissa debite et eanonice faciendo et exercendo 
et ad propria redenndo, ac alios prelates predictos qni in coniitiva 
eua nt predictum est proficiscentur, necnon eorum canonicoe, com- 
niissarios, homines, et Bervientes predictos, et bona, res. habnesia 
sua predicta, mauutaneatis, protegatis, et derendatis, noa inferentes 
eis vel eornm alicni, sen i|uantuni in vobis est ab aliis inferri 
permittentes, injariatn, molestiain, dampnum, violenciam, inipedi- 
mentum aliqnod, sen gravamen, Et si qaid eis vel eorum alicui 
forisfactum vel injuriatum fuerit, id eis sine dilocione corrigi 
facialis et debite reformari. In cujus rei teetinionium, lias literae 
nostras fieri fecimus patentes. Teste Dieipso apud Westmonas- 
terium, xxvi die Octobris,' anno regni regis Edwardi iiii" post 
Conqueatum sexto [I'tGG]. 

9B. Dale. Hotioe of Viiitation. Ante at o< 

1474. 

Eitkop Beilman rrqveali eanoni of Dale to irctire jireieiiff 
of abbot of Weibech a* adoiier to himtelf. 
[A fragment, much mn[ilaleil.] 

Ricardus, permissione Divina Assavensts episcopus, abbasqae A. (ol. a. 
monasterii Be[at6 Marie Magdalene de Hchappa, Ordinis Premon- 
stratensia], Karliolensis diocesis, reverendiEBtnii in Cliristo patris 
et Domini Domini Hubert!, Dei [et aancte Sedis Apostolice gracia, 
Premonstratensis abbatis], tociiis Anglie, "NVallie, Scocie et Hibemie 
ejusdem Ordinis Visi[tator et relbrmator et commisearius] generalig, 
plenissiraa potestate legitime et literatorie snfficienter deputatna et 
[delegatus], confratri abbati de [Dale], nostri Premonstratensis 
Ordinis, Lychefeldensis et Coventriensis diocesis, salutem et fir- 
miter obed[ire mandata]. Qviia dictiis pater noater Premonstra- 
tensis lit Benex Jacob niihi tanqnara Joseph protulit [verba dicens : 
Va^de in Sycli[em^ . . . . et vide si cuncia I'int prospera errja 

' The original docomenl would bskve ended here, and the Ust cUute must h&ve 
been added b; the scribe vho entered the letter in the Itegistar. since in Lsllers 
Pfttetil Ibe date ot the jenr is not given. 
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fraires li(/>8, et renuncia, mihi [fjuid agaltir:^ ideo] vobis t€nor[e 
presencium] publica infame insinuacione clamosa sceleris per prias 
extrafientibus et confratres nostros multoc[iens conclamantes im- 
pellimur] ad negocium visitacionis procedere intendentes, Domino 
concedenti, cum propheta Domini .... benediccionera et paoem 
xxvi^ die mensis Octobris, hora vesperarum, ad vestrum monas- 
terium gracia visitandi .... descendere proponimus, ibidem 
cum continuacione et prorogacione dierum subsequencium ulterius 
[sicuti requiratur], quod privilegia nostri Ordinis exigunt et sta- 
tuta; quocirca vobis firmiter mandamus quatenus [omnes et 
singulos] confratres vestros tam foris quam intus manentes, qui 
huic nostre visitacioni de jure et consue[tudine tenentur] interesse, 
Bolicite convocetis sen fideliter convocari faciatis, premonentes eos 
de dicta [visitationis die, et qua de] causa advocetur per sanum 
concilium, tam ex parte nostra quam ex parte vestra, fratris nostri 
ab[bati8] monasterii de Welbek. Et cum scribitur, Quarti Distino 
tionis capitulo ix., quod Visitatores non teneantur [propriis stipen- 
diis] militare, ideo premittentes aliquos de vestris xxv® die mensis 
[Octobris] apud Ashby [qui pro nobis et] nostris, expensis necessariis 
in cena et in nocte de sumptibus vestris provideant et deinde [nos] 
ad vestrum monasterium via recta conducant. Ulterius vobis in 
virtute salutaris obediencie et [etiam] sub pena contemptus pre- 
cipimus, ne aliquas convocaciones secularium per vos sen [aliquem 
vestrum] visitacioni interesse faciatis. Datum apud Kylneworth,* 
sub sigillo commissionario, [anno Domini M^ CCCC^] septuagesimo 
quarto et nostre consecracionis anno tercio, mensis vero . ,. . . 

* Gen. xxxvii. 14. 
Eil worth, eicest ire, five miles rom Lutterworth. 
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99. Questions to be asked at Visitations. 



147S. 



Certadn questions proposed for answer by Bichard Bedman, 
bishop of St Asaph and abbot of Shop, and commissary^ 
general of Hubert, abbot of PrimonM, in the visitation held 
by him in 1478 of all the mona^steries of his Order in England 
and Wales, 

Quid est nomen, vel que sunt nomina, cenobio vestro ? 

Quo comitatu, et 

Qua diocesi, situm est ? 

Die, mense, et anno quibus, et a quo, vel quibus personis, 
fundatum fuit ? 

Cui sancto vel quibus SS. dedicatum ? 

Quis est vobis pater abbas, vel aliis verbis, cui eenobio est vestra 
ecclesia filia ? 

Quo die venerunt canonici matris illius ecclesie primura ad 
vestrum cenobium ? 

Quis fuit vestro cenobio abbas primus ? 

Quenam ecclesie sive domus religiose sunt vestro cenobio 
filie? 

Quenam sunt vestro cenobio celle ? 

Quot ecclesie parochiales vestre domo sunt appropriate ? 

A quibus curatis vel vicariis inserviuntur ille ecclesie ? 

Quot cantarias habetis ? 

A quibus curatis inserviuntur ? 

Quot abbates habuistis ? 

Vobis patronus, 

Vobis abbas, quis nunc est ? 



P. fol. 94. 

(Beg. Prem. 
n. lie-117 
et foL is.) 
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If Ktfck, 100. Alnwiek. Votiee of Tifitation 

BUkop Redman to abbot of Alnwick. To 9pare expen^e^ 
win not visit the monoHery, but cites abbot to appear be/ore 
him in the chapter-house of the Carmelites at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, on \^th April follomnng^ together with a proctor to 
represent the community ; to bring with him a nominal list 
of the canons, and a statement of the financial condition of 
the house. He must bear the expenses of the Visitor for one 
day and night at Newcastle, 

A. foL 24 b. Kicardas, permissione Divina Assavensis episcopos, abbas mon- 

asterii beate Marie Magdalene de Schappa, PremoDStratensis 
Ordinis, Karliolensis diocesis, reverendissimi in Christo patiis et 
Domini Domini Haberti, Dei et sancte Sedis Apostolice gracia, 
I^remonstratensis abbatis, tocius Anglie, Wallie, Scocie et Hibemie 
Visitator et reformator unices et generalis, plenissima potestate 
legitime et literatorie snflBcienter depntatus, venerabili in Christo 
confratri domino abbati monasterii beate Marie de Alnwyke, nostri 
Premonstratensis Ordinis, Danelmensis diocesis, fratemam salata- 
eionem, ot ea que religionis sunt solerti diligencia procnrare. Et 
quia ardais negociis et cansis racionabilibns multipliciter detentos, 
et presertim quod compatimur [super] magnis expensis vestri 
monasterii, ac parcere vestris sumptibns; eciam nos cobartat^ 
benevola voluntas, ita quod ad presens actum visitacionis nostre 
in vestro monasterio facere nequimus ; igitur, per presentes, vos 
peremptorie citamus quatenus in vestra propria persona coram nobis 
compareatis, in domo capitulari fratrum Carmelitarum yille Novi- 
castri super Tinam, Dunelmensis diocesis, xiii die mensis Aprilis 
proxime futuro post datum presencium, hora decima ejasdem diei, 
una cum procuratore pro vestro conventu sub procuratorio in forma 
juris redacto, et merum statum monasterii vestri, et cum nominibns 
et cognominibus omnium confratrum vestrorum tam intns qnam 
extra manencium, ibidem nostram visitacionem subire, et in eadem 
visitacione recepturi et facturi quod ex jure reqniritnr et noBtris 

* So in MS. ; read coarctat 
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convenit Ordinis privilegiis et HtJitutin, sub pena contemptus, aa- 
signantes aliqueni de vestris apud predictani villam Novieastri qui 
pro nobis et noatris pro uua iiocte et die de vestria auniptibus 
provideat, et latoreni preseticium pro suia labore et expeoaiB 
reinuneretia cum favore. Datnm in rnonasteno noatro predicto 
de Schappa, sub sigillo uostro visitatorio, xii die mensiB Marcii, 
anno Domini m''cccc'' octogeaimo primo, et nostra consecracionia 
anno decimo. 



101. Biihop Redman to the Commonitr ot St. Agatha'a, condoling Beiore6?ab. 
with them on death of their Abbot, William ClTntea. ^ ^*^' 

111- han ni'f bci-ii able liiilierto In vitil them, being very buny, 
at William Lijngharde eouUl tee with hia own ei/ea when ivilh 
him ; but, in order to provide ih«m with a ne)v abbol, will be 
vfilk them on G Fthruary next. Aike tlitm to eile abbol of 
Coverhfun lo be Hkeatiie preienl, and all the oanont of the 
houte, wherever tliey may he Uving. On no account are they 
(q invite leeulara or regulars or women lo be present on the 
oeeatinn, or to dlloio them in any underhand way to be repre- 
Mented by olberx. He ii lo be met at Oreia Bridye on the 
5th, lodged there al (heir eipense, and thence conducted to 
St. Agatha't. 

Ricardus, &c., salutem et spiritum cnnsolacioiiis. Seriem vestre A. (ol. 108. 
lifere niiper nobis transtnisae, super et do morte bone et felicia 
memorie venerabilia coufratris nostri Willelmi Clyntes nuper 
abbatis et pastoris veetrt, viam universe carnia jamdudum ingresst 
plenarie perseutimus, super quo cor nostrum afBictum fait et 
gravatnm, cujus auime Onmipotena sit propicius. Et noa plurimia 
Ql arduia negociis modo in dies, quo dilectaa nobis in CbriBto 
frater Willelmus Lyngharde tempore fjuo ultimo nobiscum exia" 
tebat oculariter conspeserit, hacteniia prepediti, quod ad voa in 
uturi vestri abbatis eleccione, accedei'O ut vellemus, non potuimus. 
Sed ne dicta vestra eccleaia pastoris solacio destituta in apirituali- 
bus et temporalibus gravia ulterius pateretur dispendia, robia per 
presentea aignififamus, quotl vi die Tiionsi* Febrnani proxime 
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fatoro post datam presenciam, hora cene ad ecclesiam vestram 
consulendam, novique abbatis eleccionem celebratari personaliter 
proponimus descendere ; crastina die visitare anctoritate patemali 
nobis ia hac parte plenarie commissa, et si que faerint in eadem 
corrigenda, corrigere et reformare ; deinde ad eleccionem novi 
abbatis procedere et sic moram vobiscum protrahere prout temporis 
invitat necessitas. Et quamvis in statutis de eleccione et trans- 
lacione abbatnm, inspicientibas sit manifestum quod in omni elec- 
cione facienda, trium sive ad minus duorum abbatum presencia sit 
requirenda, vestris tamen in quantum nobis est parcere cnpientes 
sumptibus, precipimus quatenus ad eandem eleccionem, propter 
Bunm sanum consilium in hoc negocio nobis exhibendum, advocari 
domini abbatis de Coverham tam ex parte nostra quam vestra 
faciatis presenciam, eidem debite certificantes causam et diem 
adventus nostri. Insuper tibi priori precipimus quatenus omnes 
dicte ecclesie confi-atres intus et extra i^sidentes cites sen citari 
facias, ut dicte visitacioni pastorisque eleccioni legittime intei^essent, 
sub pena contemptus. Preterea vobis omnibus et singulis tam 
intus quam extra existentibus^ sub pena excommunicacionis 
majoris et maximi contemptus, districte precipimus ne aliquos 
seculares, regulares, sive mulieres, vel cujuscumque sexus, status, 
sive condicionis sint, ad predictum diem et locum convocetis sen 
quovismodo clandestine per amicos sive aliquos internuncios vicari- 
tari^ faciatis, ut cnncta secundum ordinem facilius perficiantur, 
premittentes unum de vestris apud Gretehambriges,' V die mensis 
predicti, qui pro nobis et nostris ibidem in nocte in necessariis 
expensis de vestris sumptibus debite provideat ; et deinde nos ad 
monasteiium vestrum recto itinei^ conducat. Datum in mon . . • 

^ So in MS. ; ? read vocari, 

' Greta Bridge, in the North Biding of Yorkshire, on the old Boman road, 
foor miles from Barnard Castle. 
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102. Beoord of Itinerary and FrogreM of Thomas Wilkinson, Abbot m April, 

ofWelbeck. "^• 

He was appointed Visitor and reformer of the Order of 
PremorUri in England^ Wales, Scotland, and Ireland by tlie 
ahhot of Primonire, and commenced his visitation of the 
nortJiem district on 24 April, and ended on 15 November of 
tlie same year. 

« 

I. VisiTATio Partis Boreaus. 

Imprimis, apud Kyrkeby-Kendall, viz. xxni. die mensis Aprilis, P. lol. 98. 
pernocure, expends abbatis de Cokyrsande. ^^-' 

Deinde usqae Cokarsand, xxv. ejnsdem mensis, hora vespertina, 
vel circiter. . 

In crastino visitare. 

Et XXVII. die ibidem diflSnire. 

Item xxviiT. die, ejusdem mensis, apud Kendall pernoctare, 
expensis propriis. 

Penultimo die apud Burgh, propriis ibidem expensis. 

Efc ultimo die, Egliston, hora vespertina, 

In crastino visitare. 

Et II. die mensis Maii, diffinire. Et eodem die pernoctare apud 
Durham, expensis abbatis de Egylston. 

III. die mensis Maii, apud New-Castell, hora prandii, expensis 
abbatis de Alnewike. Eodem die visitare, 

et in crastino diflSnire. Et pernoctare apud Durham, expensis 
abbatis sancte Agathe ; et ibidem, eodem die, visitare abbatem et 
oonventnm de Blanschlande. 

V. vero die apud S. Agatbam, hora vespertina, vel circiter. 

In crastino visitare. 

Et VII. die diflSnire. Et, eodem die, pernoctare apud Coverham. 

In crastino visitare. 

Et IX. die diflSnire. Et pernoctare apud Wedderby expensis 
abbatis de Coverham. 

VOL. I. o 
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Et X. die apud Pomfreth, bora oene, expenas abbatis de Beaa- 
chyff. 
tfA. ^ b. XL apad Beaacheff, hora cene. 

In crastino visitare ; et, eodem die, diflSnire. 

xilL apad Dalle, bora cene. 

xiiiL die visitare. 

Et in crastino diffinire ; et pemoctare apnd Licbfield, expensis 
abbatift de Dalle. 

XVL die apad Hales-Owen, bora vespertina. Eodem die visi- 
tare. 

Et xvii. die diffinire. 

xviiL apad Glocester pernoctare, expensis abbatis de Hales- 
Owen. 

Deinde xix. die apad Brystow, expensis propriis. 

XX. die apad Glassenbary. 

XXL die apad Tawnton. 

xxu. die apad Colverton.^ 

xxiiL die apad Excestre, gratia Dei mediante. 

II. VisTTATio Partis Australis. 

Hie aateni prefatus reverendus pater apad Exoniam moram ad 
placitam trahens, jam apad se deliberans cetera nostri Ordinis 
monasteria visitare, sic progressam saam in Domino incipiens, 
viz. : 

viiL die mensis Septembris apad Hannyngton.^ 

IX. die, apad Scherbame. 

X. die apad Schafftysbery. 

XI. die apad Salesbary. 

XII. die apud Andower. 

XIII. die apad Basynstoke. 

xiiil. XV. XVI. cam rege existente ibidem. 

XVIII. apad Winchester, expensis abbatis de Techfelde. 

* Cullompton. * Honiion. 
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XIX, die, cum episcopo Wynton. 

XX. die, apnd Techfelde, hora cene. 
In crastino visitare. 

Et XXII. die diffinire. 

XXIII. apnd Durforde, hora cene. 

XXIV. die visitare, et diffinire. 

XXV. die apud Amndall, expensis abbatis de Durforde. foL 09. 

XXVI. die, apud Lewys, expensis abbatis de Begham. 

XXVII. die, apud Begham, hora cene. 
xxvin. die, visitare. 

Et penultimo die, diffinire. 

Ultimo die, apud Aschforth ; expensis abbatis S. Badegunde. 
Prime die mensis Octobris, apud S. Kadegundam, hora cene. 
n. die visitare. 

Et m. die diffinire, et pemoctare apud Langdon. 
im. die ibidem visitare. 

Et V. die diffinire, et pemoctare apud Cantuariam, expensis 
abbatis de Langdon. 

VI. die, apud Bochester, expensis abbatis de Bylegh. 

VII. die, apud Byleryca, ejusdem expensis. 
vui. die, apud Byley, hora cene. 

IX. die visitare; et diffinire, et pemoctare apud Colchester, 
expensis abbatis de Leyston. 

XI. die apud Ypswich, expensis ejusdem abbatis. 

XII. die, hora cene, apnd Leyston. Eodem die intrare Capi* 
tulum. 

Et xm. die, diffinire. 

xiui. die, apud Langley, hora cene. 

In crastino visitare. 

Et XVI. die diffinire. Et pemoctare apnd Norwych, expensis 
abbatis de Langley. 

XVII. die apud Wenlynge, hora cene. Eodem die intrare 
Capitulum. 

Et xvjir. die diffinire. 

o 3 
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XIX. die, apud AValsyngham, expensis abbatis de Wenlynge. 

XX. die, apud Weste-Derham, hora cene. 

XXI. die, visitare. 

£t XXII. die, diflSnire. Et pemoctare apad Hely, expensis 
abbatis de West-Derham. 
fol. 90 b. XXIII. die, apud Huntyngton, expiensis abbatis de Lavendoa. 
xxiiii. die, apud Lavendon, hora cene. 

XXV. die, visitare et diflinire. 

XXVI. die, pemoctare apud Northampton, expensis abbatis de 
Sulby. 

XXVII. die apud Sulby, hora prandii. Eodem die visitare. 
Et XXVIII. die, diffinire. 

XXIX. die, pemoctare apud Leycestre, expensis abbatis de 
Croxton. 

Penultimo die, apud Croxton, hora vespertina. 

Ultimo die, visitare. 

Et primo die mensis Novembris, diflBnire. 

II. die, apud Neubo, hora prandii. Eodem die visitare. 

III. die, diflBnire, et pemoctare apud Newarke, expensis abbatis 
de Neubo. 

IV. die, apud Brodholme, hora prandii. Et pemoctare apud 
Lyncoln, expensis abbatis de Tupholme. 

V. die, hora cene apud Tupholme. 

VI. die, visitare. 

Et VII. die, diflBnire. Et pemoctare apud Barlyngs. 
vni. die, visitare ibidem, et diffinire. 

IX. die, apud Hangneby, hora cene. 

X. die, visitare. 

XI. die, diffinire. Et pemoctare apud Lowth, expensis abbatis 
de Hangneby. 

XII. die, apud Irforde, hora capitnlari.^ I!t pemoctare apud 
Neuhouse. 

XIII. die, ibidem visitare. 

' i^. nine o'clock in the morning. 
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Xlin. die, diffinire. 

Et XV. die, apud GaynsburgU, expensis abbatis de Neuliouse. 
Et [inde] remeara ad moiinsterium de Welbek, ad pEacitum. 

103. Letter forewarning Abbot of Coverham of Viiitition. iTaaftttd. 

Aug. 90. 

BUho}} Bedmnn eonld vol fulfil a former appoinlm^nl. 
Now Jixet 20 August. Citei all to be present, and one to 
accmnpnny him on 22nii to Wetherby, and titere to provide Jor 
him and hit suite, and lipai/ tlte bearer of the preirnt letler. 

Ricardus, etc., salutem, virtatesque nobis relatas in dies A. fol 120 b, 
nmpliare. Premisse nostre visitacioai^ litere jamdudum vobis 
tmnsmisse, racionabilt causa concurreiite, ob qnam tunc nullum 
potuerunt consequi efiecttim. Idcirco, iterata vice, alias ad presens 
destinare procuravimus, quariim effectus continet quoJ, mediatitjj 
Dei misericurdia, xx"" die mensia Augusti proxime futuro post 
datum preaencium, bora prandii vel circiter, in vestro nionasttirio 
personaliter interesse decrevimus, consuete visitacionis gracia, cam 
continuacione dieruni, eicuti requiritur ex necessitate, ad quem 
quidem diem Bupenua prefi.xuni convocentur et omnea et singuli 
veatri monasterii confiatres ibidem subire quod nostre Religionid 
discipline necesaitaa compellerit, scieutes quod contra absentes 
procedemus tanquam rebeiles. Et premiasis ordinate pernttis, 
xxii die mensis pi-edicti aliqnem nobisoum de vestris transniittere 
cnretifl usque Wedderby ' ut ibidem pro nobis et nostris de vestris 
expensia ordinate provideat. Et latoaera prcaencium bac vice 
vestra benevolencia relinquimua remnnerandum. Datum etc. 



' In tbe West Riding ol Yorkshire, seven milei from Tadcaater. 
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Vidaud. 104. letter ^itn^iiii^iiig a Tiiitatum. 

Bishop Redman had meant to vUU the monoHery of N^ 
hut received royal letters burdening him with other and 
urgent urorh. Hence unable to make the visitation; but, 
icishing to save them the expense, he orders the Mhbot to 
appear in person before him at the parochial church of N. 
OH 4 Mag at 1 p.m^ together with a proctor for the communitg, 
there to be visited bg him. 

A. foL 141. Bicardas, etc. Com detestandas et mnltiplices infestas enormi- 

tates in contameliam et manifestam injuriam nostre sacre Seligionis 

redundantes aodivimns, prothdolor, in dies attemplatas, pro qnamm 

reformacione in salnbrem gtatum dirigendo, qnantam nobis ex alto 

permittitur, solicite cogitamus, ne in gravem Dei offensam et snb* 

ditornm cedant periculnm, et insaper regia nobis nnper recipimns 

precepta nos festinancius ad alia negocia inportane pemrgencia, 

aliisqae plnribas causis ad presens prepediti, ita qnod actom 

instantis nostre visitacionis in vestro monasterio perficere neqnimns ; 

tamen presertim vestris parcere capientes snmptibus, que qnidem 

animum nostrum compaciendo demulcent : igitar vos, domine 

abbas, per presentes peremptorie citamns qnatenus in vestra 

propria persona coram nobis compareatis in ecclesia parochiali N., 

iiii videlicet die mensis Maii prozime foturo post datum presencinm, 

hora vespertina vel circiter, una cum procuratore pro vestro 

conventu sub Uteris procuratoriis in forma juris redactis ; et cum 

liominibus et cognominibus omnium confratrum vestrorum, ibidem 

eodem die et hora visitacionem nostram subituros, et in eadem 

recepturos et facturos quod ex jure requiritur, et nostris convenit 

Ordinis institutis. Et latorem presencium etc. Datum etc. 
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106. Allocution to be uied by Abbot of Fr^montre in a personal rudated. 
Visitation fay Mm, or one made by a CommiEsary. 

PrimoTilri bring lirxd and firsi of all Jiouif« of the Order, 
ailowe alUgianee ; and poioer of iHsiiing belongi to it bijrighi. 
UniformUij thtmUl exut beltoeen Ittad and memberi : viiilation 
Becuret thU, and preKfnti interference from Dioeeiant through 
itrglect of duty. Then VMmi lubjteti ttoi to make grave 
rhargtt a^aintt tuperiort, of which they have not been fore- 
warned ; nor to tuggett for eorreclioH what haa alreadij been 
legielated for; iioi' to denounce fault* committed before the 
preoiout visitation, unlets only Jinown ainec ; finally promiica 
to try to do all things for the benefit of all, 

Benedicite Domino. 

JVatres karissimi, voUimiia vos scire et non ignorave causaa V. (ol. 16. 
et rationea presentie uosti'e, que trea sunt, olj quas ad Tisitandiim ||^,j ^^'°' 
eccleaias Anglicanas gratia jam accetisiniua. 

Quorum prima est, cum quia ccclesia nostra Premonstratensis 
est mater et magistra omnium ecclesiorum nostri Ordinis, et caput 
cui omnes alie sunt filie, sibi subdite auctoritate Sedis Apostolica ' 
nobis indiiltata. Qiianun visitatio ad ecclesiam nostram pre- 
Bcriptam mero jure dinoscitur pertinere. 

Secunda est, turn quia inter caput et membra uniformitas debet 
ease ; nee debent in aliqiio variare seu discrepare ; set in omnibua 
et per omnia coadunare ' et concordare. 

Tertia est, turn quia ne archiepiacopi aeu eorum Bui&aganei 
diocesani, propter torporem nostrum, necligentiam, tepiditatem, 
seu i-emissionem nostram, manua suas apponant et extendant ad 
Tisitationes in ecclesiis nostri Ordioia pertractandaa, et correctiones 
facienclas. 

Unde Budilis et intetlectia dictia rationibua et causis presentia 
nostre visitationis, in virtute sancte obedientie (qua Sedi Apoatolice 
tenemur, cujua auctoritate fungimur in hac parte) tria vobi3 in- 

' So in Peck's tranKripl ; leaA Aposlolice, 
' So in Feck'* tranicript; rebd coadunari 
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hibemos per statatum quod sic incipit : Cuui paire$ albaie$ rrf 
anniu circaiorejf^ etc., et in quo coutineutur, riz. 

Primo, ne, per modum aocusationis seu denuntiationis, aliqaa 
gravia aeu enormia contra prelatum ve^trum proponads, de quibus 
non fuerit premonitus. Et est ratio. Quia non sdum secandum 
statuta ordinaria set etiam jura et secundum canonicas sanxiones, 
quilibet prelatus contra suos subditos accnsatores habere debet 
suas legitimas defensiones, et non immerito. Cum plures, propter 
justas correctiones, inter prelatum et suos subditos, oriuntur 
adversitates et contentiones. 
!oL 16 b. Item secundo, per idem statutum inhibemus, ne ea iterato per 
V03 proponantur, que prius rite corriguntur. Et est ratio 
statuti — Quare dicltur rite, quia, a contrario sensu, si corrigantur 
minus rite. Et bene licet vobis et expedit, pro oommuni utilitate et 
salute animarum, ea vobis exponere ; quia aliqua causa amoris, 
muneris et favoris, correctiones et earum punitiones (que. deberent 
fieri extra) Sunt in ecclesia ; et equo, que in ecclesia causa odii, 
fuit ^ extra. 

Item tertio, per penam autedicti statuti inhibemus, ne aliqua 
nobis denutietis de prelato, seu de fratre vestro, nisi ea que post 
ultimam visitationem noveritis esse perpetrata. Cum, Sacra 
testante I^agina, quod nullus bis in idem ipsum puniri debet idem 
pro unico delicto. Et est ratio statuti. Quia proclamationes 
debent procedere ex incendio caritatis, et non adversitatis. Et 
contra proponentem taliter seu denunciantem, vehementer contra 
ipsum sinistra habetur suspitio, nisi iu forma in dicto statuto 
inserta [procedatj. 

Ut ergo omnibus et singulis prelatis honor debitus deferatur 
et impendatur, necnon et obedientia eis debita a subditis illesa 
custodiatur; vos in Domino monemus salubriter, primum 
rationibus, quatenus omnes et singulas transgressiones et pro- 
clamationes quas justas et denunciatas scitis et sentitis, caritative 
et non odiose, ad audientiam nostram plenarie referatis. Et nos, 

* So in Peck's transoript ; ? read>2t«nf. 
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Dei gratia, eas debito modo dirigemus. ac bono zelo et animo ad 
veram correctionem sine difficultato aliqiia sen scrupnlo reduce- 
inus, prefigentes vobia et continuantes diem Lodiernum usque in 
crastinuni ad interim super premissis deliberandum, et ad niterius 
laciendum, in dicta visitatiooe nostra, quod juris fuerit et rationi^, 



100. Formi to be obaerved in opening a Vlutation. rndmud. 

Recital of rommhsion from abbot of Primontri to }ii>lii 
rUitalion. Formi to be read, and triple admonition givfii 

Fratres dilectissimi, ad vestram notitiam volamus persenire, P. fol. 15, 
qnod venernbili patri nostro Domino abbati Pre monst rate nsi jiftii""'' 
placuit auam commissionem nc potestatem nobis committere, ut A- toL *3. 
nog circariam iBtam solicite et attente de triennio in trienuiuni 
(seu quotiens neceaae fuerit) visitaremus, aicut, per inspectioneni 
literarum nostrarum vobia nondnm premissarum, crediniuB voa 
didiciase. Set, ut verius et pleniua auctoritatera noatram in hac 
parte cognoscatis, predlctam nostrnm commisaionem nobis 
directam vobia volumua lucicle explieari. 

Ttnic Is^atui: Qua lecta dUat : 

Kariasimi, ad executionem hujus ne-gotii nobis eommisai, vclut 
commissio (qnam andivistis) modo exi^t et requirit, ad ecclesiam 
istam aciatia noa hodie occurriase. Unde tecnndnra Ordinis nostri 
Btatnta, in principio tria Tobis exponera debemns ; quorum 

Primum eat, ne ea, que digne correcta luerint, itemm coram 
nobis proponatis. 

Secundum, ne aliquod grave de prelato veatro dicatis, de quo 
premonitua non fH[er]it. 

Tertium, [Nicli]i Horn inns est inhibendum, ne ipaum prelatum 
vel aliquem fi-atrem suum accuaet, pret-erquam de hiia que post 
ultimam visitationem ' ad comm notitiam pervenisse.' 

' The same documenl is in A. Col. 43 with ihe insertion ol the following vrords: 
fiitnmt pcrpetrata niii propria Juratido Jirmacfriiil, 
' So in Peek's traoieript ; ? read ptrvcntHnl. 



202 COLLECTANEA ANGLO-PHEMONSTRATENBIA 

VadaM. 107. AddreM to be made before a Visitation. 

Ea^UUns purpose of viHtation, andpoinU out three thinge 
to he observed: 1. Nothing to he proposed for correction 
already properly legislated for. 2. No one to accuse his 
superior without previous inti/mation to him of its purport. 
8. No one to he accused of faults committed before previous 
visitation^ unless tJie knowledge of them has been obtained 
since. 

Then the articles of inquiry to be read, and then the Acts 
of the last visits and a list of canons to he produced. 

P. foL 14. Fratres mei, prout ex litteris nostris premonitoriis nnper vobis 

ffi?.) ' innotuit A.B., accessimus ad ecclesiam istam yisitaiidam, anctoritate 

patema. Ad cujus actum, viis et modis qaibus congruit eze- 

quendum, auctoritate qua fangimur in hac parte, Deo propoeito, 

ad presens intendimus procedere. 

In principio nostre visitationis, secundom Ordinia uistitata^ 
tria Yobis proponimus observanda. 

Primo videlicet, tie quis coram nobis quicqtiam proponai iterum 
corrigendum, quod prius fuerat digne correctvm. 

Secundo, ne quis prelatum euum super aliquo gravi seu criminaU 
accuset^ de quo idem prelaius premonUus vmi fuerai out antea 
premunitus. 

Tertio, ne quis ipsum prelatum, vel aliquem frairem suum^ super 
aliqv^ p'eterquam super hiis que post uUimam visilationem fueruid 
perpetrataj accusare presumat; nisi proprio juramemio affirmare 
voluerit illvd delictum usque post uUimam visttaUonem ad yu$ 
notitiam minime pervenisse. 

Pro primo, ne quis coram nobis quicquam proponaJt Uerum corrir 
gendumj quod jnius fuerat correctum. Batio istins oonstitiitioniB, 
cum de criminibus, de quibus accusatus, absolutns est, non potest 
aocusatio replicari. De AcctisaiionibuSj Cap. De hiis. Quia crimina 
semel dimissa, iterum in ultione Divina dementia non patitur. 
De PenUentiis, Disiinctione quarta : Divina Clementia. 

Pro secundo, n>e quis prelatum suum super aUquo gra/vi sen 
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criminali accuset^ de quo idem prelatvs premoniivs rumftterat autantea 
2)remunitu8. Batio istius fundatur per textam, De Accitsationibns, 
Cap. secando, ubi dicit textos ' pre || latus ante accnsationem debet fol. 14 b. 
caritative moneri; quia sicat accusationem legitimam precedere 
debet inscriptio ; sic et dennntiationem caritativa monitio.' De 
Accumtionibtis, Quest, ii. : ' Et ante vindictam admonitio est pre- 
niittenda.' Cap. xii., Qaest. ii. i ' Indigne.' 

Pro tertio, ne qids ipsiim prekUum vel alviuem fratrem suum, 
etc. Consimilem textum habemas De Except ionibus^ Cap. Pasiwal. 
iibi dicit conditor canonis super diversis consnltns, 'Decemimus, ^ 

ut infra certum tempus a judice assignandum, omnes dilatoris ex- 
ceptiones preponantur, ita quod si partes ex tunc aliquas volnerint 
opponere quas non fuerint protestate, nullatenus audiatur ; nisi 
forte aliqua de novo componens exorta fuerit ; vel si qui voluerit 
ea opponere, fidem faciat juramento, ea postmodum ad illius 
notitiam pervenisse.' 

Hiis itaque rite observatis, auctoritate qua fungimur, vobis 
injungimus, ut si qua in ista eeclesia coirigenda fuerint vel re* 
formanda, ad nostram audientiani referre non deferatis. 

Hie legi possunt Inquisitionum Articuli. Deinde dicat abbas 
Visitator, * Prior, afferatis nobis literas ultimo visitationis, et 
nomina fratrum.' 

108. Onestions to be asked at the time of Visitation. Vadatcd. 

As to ecclesiasticcd customs, the profession of novices, 
prayers for the dead, eic. 

Utrum canonici sint in albis in processione Patronorum vel P. tol. 17. 
Patronarum, tarn in Translatione eorundem quam in Depositione ? ffjfe b), add 

Utrum abbas habebit ^ pedes sues lotos in Cena Domini a priore ; ^' '^^* ^"^ *'• 
sicut conventus, ab abbate ? 

Utrum novicii, primo die professionis sue, aliqua vota vove- 
runt, an non, in capitulo ? 

Utrum in vigiliis mortuornm et commendationibus eorundem 

* So in Peek*8 transcript ; ? read liabeat. 
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UadaUd. 



P. foL 18. 
(Reg. Prem. 
f. 17 b.) 



dicatur, Kan intres in judiciiim aim servis tiiis ; an interdam cum 
fdelibus tuis ? 

Etiam an in die quo Brevia ^ contingunt evenire, ntrnm illo 
die in majori Missa coUecta, Deus indulgentiarum dicatar? an 
Inclina^ cum prima collecta sab una clausula ? 

Utrum in Dominicis diebus post Natale Domini ante Parifica- 
tionem infra Septuagesimam, si festum trium lectionum evenerit, 
secunda collecta in majori Missa sit de eo, an de S. Maria ? 

109. Allocation by an Abbot at end of Visitation in a Daughter 

Chorch. 

Having made the vUitattont and liaving found things in 
ordeVf the Visitor asks God's blessing for a continuance, and 
recommends himself to tlieir prayers^ 

Fratres dilectissimi, visitavimus ecclesiam istam auctoritate 
patema. In qua quidem (benedictas Deus!) invenimus, inter 
caput et membra, et ipsa membra ad invicem, mutuam caritatem 
et pacem perfectam ; quas, ad sui nominis laudera, conservet 
Altissimus in presenti, et augeat in futnrum. 

Et revera, fratres, quia de magnanimitate vestra indesinenter 
confidimus, rogamus cum eifectu, ut nos vestris orationibus tam 
salubribus quam devotis habere diguemini recommendatos. 



Vadatad. 



P. foL 19. 
(Reg. Prenu 
f. 118 b.) 
A. foL 42 b. 



110. Form of Address to be made after a Visitation. 

Matters all in order, hut a few minor things observed 
worthy of correction ; general exhortation to perseverance. 

Jam, fratres perdilecti, vobis constat, quod nos, auctoritate 
premissi patris sua generali, ac commissione speciali nobis (ut 
plenius audistis) sua integra potestate collata, visitavimus istam 
vestram ecclesiam, solicite et attente inquirentes, tam de spirituali 
quam etiam temporali, et tam de capite quam de membris. 

' * Brevia ad impetrandum orationes pro persona aliqua nuper defuncta in 
Ticinia, vel alibi: puta, pro abbate, priore, vel canonico alicujos alius ecolesie 
oonyentualis ; pro benetaotore, patrono, vel simili.* (Peck's note.) 
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Invenimus (gratia^ agimns Deo) utrumqiie statnm sagaciter 
secundum temporis exigentiam et nuraerum fratrum, bene et 
laudabiliter diKpositum et gobematum ; omnest^ae, tarn caput quam 
membra, concordea caritati in vinculo pacts; et ipsa inter se 
membra invicem carttatem succreacentia. 

Et quamvis' in ista, sicat et in aliiB nostri Ordinb ecclesiis, 
(juedam Bcrupula sen defecta reperimus, non tamen qne nostra 
nou extendunt corrigendi potestate aut Capitulo general! refe- 
renda; set, amore integro et fervore, quoa penes vos liabemua 
Bpeciales!, cum dilectione personarum et odio viciorum, sub arbitrio 
istiiis ecclesie abbatis, dimisimua reformanda. 

Nunc igitor fratres, ut ait Apostolus ad discipuloa, UberaU a 
yec^alU, sen-i aitfem facli Deo, hubete fnicfum vestrum in sancUJica- 
tionem, finem vero ritam eteniam.'* Ad quam vos omnea ducat, qiii 
sine fine vivit et regnat. Amen. 

Et quia, fratres, nobis non eat tbeaannis sive poteF;ta» hujua 
mnndi circularia, unde restram gratitudinem remunerare et re- 
compeneare valemus, vobia, quo ad nos attinet, nostre plenarie 
potestati commisaum, nbsolutionis concedimns bene6cium et 
ttipendinm spirituale promta voluntate; quat«nui5 meliorati et 
confortati perveniatis ad patriam claritatis eteme. Fratres, dicatis 
Conjfieor. 



Section V. FORMS OF LETTERS, CITATIONS. &c. 
111. Fomu for the Commenoement of Letteri. Trndftua. 

Theee forma are taken from the lHler» of PeUr of Bloii, 
archdeacon of Bath. A few c-ramplei only are Jure prinltd. 
[Ct. Migne, Patrol. Lai., vol. 207.] 

Henrico Dei gracia, illustriasimo Anglorum regi, duci Nor- A. tol. 60 b 
mannie et Aquitanie et comiti Andegavensi, snua P. Blea^ [Petma 
' Form alio given in A. (o1. 42 b ; bul 'quoniam ' in place of ' qnamvig.' 



if A OyCLMCZMSZ^ J3i 



<t» J^v 



tfjfoofMtee^^ ^Xp- 3. p- rr 

Pccrnsele. ikttha<!mH€i3asiKiosinClirBQ>prcCB^^ L^^-^P^ll-'^ 
Bereritido psm in Donniio Rieanfe* Sd gneta GiHtQaneBa 

ardnepHeopo, trxict .^iflie primad ec ApoittTBiag Sefia I^ato» 

iVinu etc. mlotem [ct] in melius expergiscL [^pi o, pL 13.3 
Ut^»i0 TCitrM Uoet phirimiui in Tcc d r j g cum oauii eqmaimi- 

tMtt et grmtia fiueept etc. ^Ep. 6. p. 16.J 

3fagi*trv> A. Petm^ etc. salntem et con tLnu am me m o riM n 

huwiffUAl^, [Ep. 7, p. 19.] 

VocaTit te Dobilis ecdeeia Ceoot [Caniotensis] de sobdito in 

prelatam^ de filio in parentem, de disctpolo in magisimm etc 

[Ep, 15, p, 5L] 

Petrni^ etc. wlntem et eterne mlatis memoriam. [Ep. 17,p.62.] 
P. etc. Halutem et jd qnid melius eet adnte. [Ep. 19, p. 69.] 
P. tic. Mlatem et spiritam hmniliorem. [Ep. 21, p. 73.] 
P. etc. Malatem in Anctore salotis. [Ep. 22, p. 77.] 
P. etc. talotem et viflcerilniB misericofdie habnndare. [Ep. 145, 

p. 4830 

P. etc. Malotem et fspiritnm compaesionis afflictis impendere. 

[Kp. 28, p. 96.] 

P. etc. nalntem et si qnid preciosios est salute. [Ep. 32, 

p. 108.] 

lUaMtri Anglie regi H. tercio B. Rotom. archiepiscopns salntem 

in FV> f|cii dat Halatem regibos. [Ep. 33, p. 109.] 

Ilegine Anglie Rothomagensis archiepiscopns et suffiraganei 

Hiii Halutem et que ad pacem sunt querere. [Ep. 154, p. 448.] 
Ascelmo [Anselmo] in Christo dilecto Petras etc. aalutem in 

Eo cni Nenrire regnare est. [Ep. 35, p. 113.] 
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Karictsime sorori ene Christian?, suus Petrus etc, ealutem in 
Eo sine qno non ei-t salus. [Ep. 36, p. 114.] 

Karissimo patri suo J. Dei gi-acia C'ainotensi episcopo, auas P. 
etc. salutem et promisi-e misericortlie reminisci. [Ep. 158, p. 452.] 

P, etc. salutem in vera salatari. [Ep. 43, p. 1 20, or Ep. 46, 
p. 133.] 

Dilectissimo domino suo Roberto Dei gracia Romane Ecclesie 
presbitero cat-dinali ct cancellario, suu.'s P. etc, medicua Joiuiui 
(_<aut)i aliens is. 



112. Letters of Indulgence, &om BiBfaop Kedman, \szii 

Church hm often ijranlcl imhilgriiccs for temporal 3'fl' 
in God' I lioiuiur, tliat of IJin mIiU, anil for the tuslenanee of 
churehei. Anxiou-t to cxeiit devotion iowardt Clutpel of 8U 
Alban in jiarUh of N. in N. diceete, granlt to Ihote Mping 
the taidchapfl, with moitey, rfc, being iruly contrite and having 
confeued their tin/, forty dayt of indulgence ; and to tlwte who 
go to that cluipel and before the tlatite recti^n Pater, Avd, and 
VxeAo forty day* of indtdgenct for evffy devoat step of f}iAr 
Journey from their houee to the aadd chtipel, and a» many for 
the return journey, and alto forty dayi for each leord of thote 
pray en, 

Uoiversi.s sanct© matris Ecclesie filiit; presentes literal viauris A. ft 
vel anditnrit*, Rtcardun etc. graciam, salutem, et ben* 
Pia mater Ecclesia, de auimaruin salute avida, fideliii 
temporalia per remis^ione^ et iadulgencias in ^piritualiu, od 
honorem Deo debitum, sanctorum fatnuiatniu, et sacris edibus 
impendenda mutare consuevit. Et cjuanto crebrius et devociua 
illuc confluxerit populns Christiatiiis, asBtduis Salvatoris graciam 
precibus implorando, tanto cicius suorum delictorum venjani et 
gloriam con?equi meretur etemam. Nos igitur, cupientes lidelinm 
ilerociones ad capellam sancti Albani prothomartlria Anglie infm 
parochiam N. talis diocesis cituatam, erectam, et fabricatam, rJiimmo 
excitare conamine, de Dei Omnipotentis misericordia, et beatiasime 
Virginis Marie matns sue, ac bC'atorum apoetolorum Petri et Paali 
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patronorum nostroram, omninmqne sanctorum mentis confidentes 
et precibus, omnibus et singulis subditis nostris et aliis quorum 
diocesani banc nostram indulgenciam ratam habuerint pariter et 
acceptam, de peccatis suis vere contritis et confessis, qui ad 
reparacionem, defensionem, sive sustentacionem dicte capelle vel 
capellam ibidem servientis, sive qui ad omamentum prefate capelle 
de bonis eis a Deo coUatis legaverint, dederint, assignaverint vel 
procuraverint verbo vel opere, sen grata oontulerint subsidia cari- 
tatis, sive alias quovismodo manus porrexerint adjutrices, necnon 
qui dictam capellam, peregrinacionis gracia vel devocionis, visitave- 
rint, xl dies indulgencie de inj unctis eis penitenciis, tociens quociens, 
misericorditer in Domino per presentes relaxamus. Datum etc. 

Seu qui illuc devocionis merito, ad dictam confiuerint capellam, 
et ibidem coram dicta ymagine N. oracionem Dominicam, saluta- 
cionem angelicam, et simbolum apostolornm devote dixerint, pro 
quolibet devoto passu sui itineris a propriis suis mansionibus 
usque ad dictam capellam, xl dies indulgencie, et tantam in red- 
eundo. Ac pro qaolibet verbo earundum oracionum, tociens 
quociens, xl dies indulgencie perpetuis tempoiibus misericorditer 
in Deo concedimus per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium, 
sigillum nostrum presentibus est appensum. Datum apud mon . . , 

VndaM. 113. Letter of Indulgence. 

BUIiop Bedman grants to all his subjeciSy truly contrite 
and having confessed their sins, who shall visit tlie parochial 
church of N,, where N. is buried, and sJtall before the tomb 
recite for the benefit of her soul the Pater, Ave, and Credo, an 
indulgence, 

A. foL 111 b. Universis sancte matris Ecclesie filiis presentes literas visuris 

vel audituris, Ricaixlus, permissione Divina [etc.] salutem, graciam, 
et benedictionem. Gratum et Deo pium tociens impendere 
opinamur obsequium, quociens ad oracionis devocionem allectimns, 
indulgenciarum muneribus, mentes fidelium ad animarum salutem, 
qua delictorum venia facilius impetratur excitamus. Nos igitur 
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de Dei Omnipoteiitis immeiisa misericonlia, et Ijeatis^ime Virginia 
Marie matris ejus, ac beatonim apostoloi-uin Petri et Pauli patro- 
norara nostrorum, eimulque omnium sanctorum mentis et procibus 
confidentes, omnibus et singulis aubditis nostris et aliin tjnibus- 
cunque quonim diocesani lianc nosti-am indnlgenciam ratam habae* 
rint pariter et acceptam, de peccatia auis vere confesaia et oontrilia, 
qui ad ecclesiam parochialem de N., ubi aepulta dinoscitur N., 
conHuerint aive convenennt, et ante seputcrum ejiisdem, pro salute 
anime ejuadem, oracionem devote dixerint Domiaicam cum saluta^ 
clone angelica et aimbotum apoatolorum, [^UnfinUhed.'] 



114. Letten of Aoquittanoe. 

Jt. N., yeoman n/ Lomlon, teU free and aequitt John N, 
and W.N; cittzcm of London, fr ma all conicqumcet offcudt, 
quarrelt, and other claim* he may have had againit them from, 
the beginning of the world till dale of llteae pretenti. 

Noveriut univerai per preaant^a, me R. N. de civitate London, a. M. lOU. 
yoman, remii^iijae, relaxasse, et omuiao imperpetuum quietum 
clamoaae Johanni N. et W. N. civibua LoDdooiensibas, omnimodas 
acciones peraonale^, aectas, querelas, transgrest^ioae.-i, deUta, debata 
et demandaa que veraua ipsos Johannem et Willolmum, seu coruni 
alterum, umquam babui, habeo, seu quoviemodo habere potera, 
ractoue vel causa quocuniqne, a priucipio muudi uarpie in diem 
confeccionia presencium. In ciijus re! teatimoaium, aigillum meum 
appoaui. Datum x. die etc. 

115. Citatton to Visitation at a place other than the Monaitery viiited. Vnuui. 

Bithop Rfdinun, taking jiily an the povertij of a certain. 
house, and withing to ipare it erpenir, citea lite abbot and the 
proctor of the rommunity to nppear before him eltewhere, 
there to be furmallij vmited by him. They are to come fur- 
niihed vnlh the names and aurnamei of all the tanont. 

Iticardas etc. Et qaia arduis negociis et pluribna cauHig A-f^l. SBb. 
mukipliciter detenti, et presertlm quod compatimar miame et 
VOL. I. P 
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paupertatis vestri monosterii, ac parcere vestris samptibas, nostra 
nos coarctat benevola voluntas, ita quod ad presens actum visi- 
tacionis nostre in vestro monasterio perficere nequimos : igitur per 
pi^esentes vos peremptorie citamus, quatenus in vestra propria per- 
sona coram nobis aut nostris in hac parte commissariis compareatis, 
t^li loco, die, et hora, una cum procuratore pro vestro conventn sub 
procuratorio in forma juris redacto. et cum nominibus et cognomi- 
nibus omnium confratrum vestrorum, ibidem visitacionem nostram 
pubituri, et in eadem visitacione recepturi et facturi quod ex jure 
requiritur, et nostris convenit Ordinis institutis, scientes pro certo 
quod super tradicione hnjus nostri mandati, latori presencium (idem 
- exhibemus indubiam. 

I(adat«i. 116. Introductory Form, either to a Citation to Visitation, or to Aeti 

of a Chapter. 

A. foL 130. Bicardus etc. Quociens illud a nobis petitur quod religioni et 

• honestati convenire dinoscitur, animo nos decet libenti concedere et 

petencium desideriis congnium suifragium impertiri. Ea propter, 

dilecti in Domino filii, vestris justis postulacionibus clementer 

annuimus, et preFat . . . etc. 

117. Passage from St. Bernard's Works. 

Selected for quotation in some ducourae to a comtnuniiy, 
to justify a change of monastery. The passage is from 
Chapter XVI , ^Transitus et mutatio monasterii quatenus 
probanda,* in 8t, Bernard's book * De Prtecepto et Dispensa 
tione ' {cf Migne, vol, 182, col, 886 [c]). 

A. foL 54. Nemo [quippe], cum profitetur, spondet Regulam, sed deter- 

minate secundum Regulam sui quisque conversionem, suamqne 
deinceps conversationem, sese dirigere poUicetur. Hec profecto 
hujus operis^ omnibus ferme monachis communis professio est. 
Et licet in diversis monasteriis, diversis et observanciis, Deo 

* So in MS. ; Migne has tcmporig. 
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serviatur; quamdiu tamen sui qiiisr|ue !oti bonos usus eolicite 
Bervat, haud dubmm (|ii!n secundum Regiilam vivat, quoniam 
quidem boni usus a Regula non discordant. Quirii|ui* itacguo 
[tenet quod] teneri invenerit bomini, ubi profitetur, profecto vivit 
sicut promittit: quia non aliiid prociil dubio quisque promittit, 
quam quod illorutu [?eorum] liabere pia vita videtur, cum quibuB 
(leiDcep:^ vivere diaponit et eligit. 



118. Citation to a Canon. 



Hf is to appear aitd amwer cfiarget againii htm, a; 
mdrrgo the coTTCction that thall be thought mitabU fi. 
Bel/are of hU soul, in the intcrettf o/jutlice and good order. 



the 



Utcardus etc. dilecto in Christo filio J. N. canonico de K., ^alutem j 
et Dostris parere mandatis. Auctoritate qua fuogimur premissa, 
tibi, in virtute salutaris obediencie Brmiter et districte precipiendo, 
mandamus et cttamu^ quatenus coram nobis personaliter compareaa, 
in monasterio de N., primo die mensis Julii proxime futuro post 
datum preaenciom, certis de cautiis meram aniine tue correccionem 
sive Balutem concementibua, ulteriu^jue ibidem atiditum^, factnnis, 
et recepturus, quod ordo et juwticia suadebunt, necnon ail respon- 
dendum objectia ibidem contra te proponendis, et eciom i-ubeuDdum 
hiis, que juris forma et ordo in se exigunt et iwiuiriint. Et lioc 
non omitta.= .sub pena contemplus. DatuDi etc. 



IIB. Citation iuaed to a Canon. \ 

Br had failed to appear after a previoui tummmia. Hii 
abl/ol it directed to excommunicate him, as aUo Ihoie ctin- 
ityrtifig tmth him. He it ordered to appear before bithop 
Redman al N. on 4 Jtilg next, to undergo pviiithment for 
eontttmacy. If hn cannot be found, thi* citation to be affixed 
to the doort of the taid tnonatleri/, lltal all may knoia thai hit 
company in to be avoided, 

Bicardus, etr. Cnm noa rite et tegittime quendam fratrem N. i 
monai-terii de N., ob meram anime sue correccionem aub pena 
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excommunicacionis majoris citatum, et diiiclus exspectatum et non 
com paren tern, ipsum N. preconizatum, expectatum, et nullo mode 
comparentem, propter 8uam manifestam contumaciam in non 
veniendo coram nobis, excommunicarauS; et excommunicatum in 
hiis declaramus. Vobis igitnr, domine abbas, in virtute salutaris 
obediencie firmiter injungendo mandamus, quatenus prefatum N. 
in domo capitulari monasterii N. excommunicetis et excommunica- 
tum denuncietis, sen se* licite excommunicari faciatis, quia crescente 
ejus contumacia crescere debet et pena ; citantes insaper eundem 
N. quod compareat coram nobis in domo capitulari monasterii N. 
iiii. die mensis Julii proxime futuro post datum presencium, ad 
dicendnm causam sive causas quare excommunicari non debet, cum 
omnibus secum communicantibus, condignam eciam penitenciam 
propter suam contumaciam hujusmodi humiliter subiturus, necnon 
super hiis et aliis quibus contra ipsum ad correccionem anime sue 
monere intendimus responsurus, ulteriusque facturus et recepturus 
quod jus nostre Beligionis in hac parte dictabit. £t si quovismodo 
capi non potuerit, nostras presentes literas in valvis dicti monasterii 
de N. infigi et perpendi faciatis, ut consorciam ejus a cunctis abhor- 
retur fidelibus. Et quid feceritis in premissis, nos dictis die et loco 
reddatis, ut convenit, cerciores. Datum in monasterio nostro etc. 

Vadatad. 120. Form of announcing an approaching Visitation. 

A. fol. 76 b. Ricardus etc. salutera et longevos ducere dies cum salute. 

Cum etenim ex patemali nostro incumbenti officio nobis fontili 
precepto singulariter injuncto tenemur aut singula nostri Ordinis 
monasteria de triennio in triennium circuire, sive alias, arduis 
negociis prepediti, ad alia loca honesta prout nobis melius convenit 
convocare et citare, et quicquid enorme inveniri contigerit in eisdem, 
prout singulorum tam prelatorum quam subditorum demerita 
exegerint, I'eformare, ne minima vicia per longiora temporis spacia 
in majora, immo verius in maxima, excrescerei^t et irrumperent 

' 8o in MS. ; read eum. 
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enormia ; memores perfecte existentes, quia Heli, filiomm crimen 
debite corrigendum diucius diiferens, simul ulcione perierunt Divina. 
Igitar vobis per presentes 8ignificamu8 etc. 

121. Grant by Thomas, Abbot of Tupholme, to B. B., Canon. vadatad; 

aftMrl481. 

For his good behaviour grants him cure and government of 

parochial church of Basen, with its fruits^ tenths^ and other 
emoluments and offerings^ in the same way as the secular 
curate lately enjoyed them^ for the term of his natural life, on 
condition of his meeting all expenses and executing all repairs; 
so long as lie lives uprightly, and conforms to the regular 
discipline of the Order* 

Thomas,^ Dei paciencia, abbas monasterii de N. dilecto nobis a. foL 89. 
in Cbristo fratri nostro B. B. canonico et professo ejusdem ecclesie 
nostre prefate, salutem et patemalem amplecti favorem. Tua 
laudabilis conversacio vite et moiiim honestas nos multipliciter 
inducunt, ut te, majoribus pre ceteris prosequamur favoribus, qua- 
tenus, consensu pariter et licencia reverendissimi in Cbristo patris 
et Domini Domini Bicardi etc. ad hoc concurrente, tibi damns et 
concedimus custodiam et regimen ecclesie parochialis nostre de 
Basyn^ ; ut predicte ecclesie cure debite deservies, sicuti conscienciam 
tuam et nostram in hac parte coram Deo exonerare volueris. Damns 
insuper et concedimus tibi omnimodos fructus decimarum, feni et 
raessis, cum ceteris proventibus tam agnorum quam vitulorura, 
lanam et linum, omnesque oblaciones, et cetera omnia ejusdem 
ecclesie, ex consuetudine quovismodo pertinentia, sive spectancia, in 
omnibus, prout secularis curatus nuper ibidem habuit et tenuit, ad 
naturalem vite tue terminum ; ita tamen quod et tu omnes ordina- 
rias et extraordinarias expensas omnino subeas, reparaciones quas- 
cunque dicte vicarie necessarias, propriis tuis sumptibus facias, 

* The * Thomas * here named was either Thomas Sotby, who was abbot in 1491, 
or his successor, Thomas Gryme. 

' This must have been Middle Rasen, the tithes of which were appropriated to 
the abbejr of Tupholme. 
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qiiousqiie prefatam ccclesiam, prout superiiis infertur, retinaeris. 
Pi-oviso semper quod te in habitu tuo honeste consei-ves, laudabilique 
vita et bona fama, ac te snbjicias regular! Ordinis discipline. In 
cujus i*ei testimonium, sigillum etc. 



Vadaicd. 



A. fol. 183 b. 



122. Dispensation from defect of Age. 

Bishop Redman poasesnng delegated power to bind and 
loose, N.'a praisetoorthy conversation and life induce him 
to dispense him, so that when lie attains his twentieth year he 
may he ordained priest, notwithstanding decrees and statutes 
of the Order to the contrary. 

Bicardus etc. Cum ex fontili potestate reverendissimi in 
Christo patris Premonstrat^nsis [super] subditos nostri Ordinis, 
ligandi atque solvendi super minori etate, quatenus de virtute 
ascendant in virtutem, nobis committitur potestas, nostro universali 
Ordini privilegio super hujusmodi concesso : idcirco tua laudabilis 
conversacio, vita et moi-um honestas, cum preeminenti scientia, nos 
inducunt ut tibi reddamus ad graciam liberalem, ut qnandccunqoe 
vicesimum annum attj[ngas, ad honorem dignitatis sacerdociique 
gradum promoveri valeas, licenciam et facultatem quantum in nobis 
est, et ad nos attinet, tuis professionibus ac statutis constituoionibus 
regularibns ejusdem nostri Ordinis, ac aliis quibuscumque in oon- 
trarium editis minime obstantibus, auctoritate privilegiorura noft- 
trorum ut prefertur, damns et concedimus per presentes. Datnm 
etc. 



Vndatad. 



A. fol. 109. 



123. Letters Dimissorial. 

Richard, bishop of St, Asaph, permits N., horn in his 
diocese, to receive any orders from another hisJiopf if lie shows 
a sufficient title and is found fit ami able in knowledge^ i»ge, 
and conversation, 

Ricardus, permissiotie etc., dilecto nobis in Cliristo M. salntem, 
graciam et benediccionem. Ut a quocunque episcopo catholico 
graciam Sedis Apostolice et execucionem sui ofBcii optinente, tibi"* 
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que sacras manns imponere capiente, ad omties oi*dines qaos 
nondum es assequutas, tarn majores quam minores, licite valeas 
promoveri : eo non obstante quod in dicta nostra diocesi Assavense 
oriundus existes ; dum ^tamen ordinatori tuo titulnm exhibueris 
sufficientem, inventasque fueris habilis et ydoneus sciencia, nata- 
libus, moribos, et etate, aut aliud canonicum non obeistat, hnjus- 
modi episcopo conferendi et tibi recipiendi ordines snpradictos, 
liberam in Domino concedimus facultatem. Datum sub sigillo etc. 



124. Fonn of Grant of House, Land, and Corrody, UAdatad. 

Know aU by these presen U^ that toe, ahhot of N. and conven t^ 
have granted to N, our tenement with garden^ ivithfree ingresM 
and egress , for two years, at a yearly rent of 6s, 84. Further 
we grant her our alms of old custom, as widow*s dower, Id, a 
ioeek, two white loaves, and two flasks of convent beer, for tlie 
term'of her natwralUfe. 

Noverint universi per presentes nos N, abbatem monasterii A fol. 109. 
beate Marie de N., Ordinis [Premonstratensis], Lincolniensis dio- 
cesis, et ejusdem loci conventum, unanimi consensu et assensn 
tocius capituli nostri, con[ces]8isse, locasse, ad firmam posnisse, 
et hoc presenti scripto confirmasse J. N., tenementum nostrum, 
prope talem locum, cum gardino sive orto eidem annexo, cum liberis 
ingressu et egressn, reddendo nobis et successoribus nostris an- 
nnatim vi s. viii d. nsualis monete Anglie, ad festum, sive ad duos 
anni terminos, videlicet etc. Ulteri usque eidem N. damus et con- 
cedimus elimosinam nostro in monasterio antiquitus consuetam, 
videlicet, dotem viduitatis id. Dicta J. N., singulis septimanis, 
duos albos panes et duas lagenas cervicie conventualis annuatim 
percipiet, ac sine murmure habebit ; ad que quidem premissa obli- 
gamus nos et successores nostros, ad terminum naturalis vite 
ejusdem, per presentes. In cujus rei etc. 



21G COLLCCTANEA AXGLO-PREMOXSTRATENSIA 

CircA 1471- 125. Cosunission for Bight of Patronage. 

I486 —o -^ 

BisJiop Bedman grants N,N, the next presentation to rectory 
of parish church of N,, and constitutes them true patrons of 
the rectory at its vacanrtf, for ths next turn only ; they to pre* 
sen t a fit person ; reserving all rights to himself and successors. 

A. fol. IDS b. Pateat universis per presentes quod nos Bicardas, permissione 

divina, Assavensis [episcopusj, concessimus dilectis nobis in Christo 
N. N. proximam vacacionem rectorie ecclesie parochialis de N. ; 
eosque veros patronos ejasdem rectorie, sive per resignacionem, 
permutacionem, vel mortem vacare contigerit, nostra ordinaria 
auctoritate constitaimus, hac proxima vice tantum; ita quod, cnm 
yacaverit, nobis ydoneam personam presentent; salvis nobis et 
successoribus nostris, Assavensibas episcopis, hiis que de jure et 
consuetudine inde debentur. Datum etc. 

Before ' 126. Form of Commiuion to excroise Bight of Patronage. 

1480-6. ^ ^ 

Bislwp Redman^ trusting to zeal and discretion of N,f 
grants them, for this turn, right to present to the perpetual 
rectory of tlie parochial church of N., in his diocese, on its 
next vacancy, 

A, fol. 110 b. Ricardus, permissione Divina Assavensis episoopas, dilectis 

nobis in Christo N., nostre Assavensis diocesis, salutem, graciam et 
benediccionem. De vestris fidelitate, matura discrecione, et circum- 
speccionis industria, ac zelo, quem ad salutem animanim habere 
dinoscimini, plenam in Domino fidnciam gerentes, ad presentandum 
nobis, ant sufiicienter potestatem a nobis in ea parte habenti, per- 
sonam ydoneam ad rectoriam perpetuam ecclesie parochialis N., 
dicte nostre diocesis, cujus collacio et jus pati'onatns ad nas pleno 
jure pertinere dinoscnntnr, unica tantum vice, qua ipsam rectoriam 
post datum presencium, morte, resignacione, dimissione, permuta- 
cione, cessione, vel alio modo canonico quocnnque, primo seu 
proximo vacare contigerit, vobis committimus conjnnctim et divi- 
sim, vices nostras, et jus patronatus quod in dicta rectoria perpetua 
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cum suis JQiibus et fertinenciis univem?, quatenuB ad ilUus 
proxime vacacionis vicem taDtummodo attinet, liberaliter con- 
ferimuB et donaniua ; voaqne veroa ipsins rectorie perpetue ilia vice 
patronos, ita [nt] fideliter uona vestrnm, altero legittime impedito 
vel abeente, ant jns patronatus hujuamodi in se assomere, sea infra 
terminnm a jure statutnm presentare recusante aut necligente, id 
peragere et per se espedire valeat. facimus, ordinamos, et con- 
stitnimtiB per presentes. In cnjus rei testimoDium, Bigillum 
nostrnm preaentibns apponi fecimuB. Datum etc. 



127. Form of Licence to Receive Stipends for a period of three year*. Unditod. 

Leave granted by Bichartl, hialuip of St. Asnph't, to rfccivo 
for three years Irentalt, ckantri/ fees, and oilier gacerdolal 
duel of Lovendcn, at a rtward for uprighlneit of life. And 
if pretenled to a benefice in the interim, leave granted to enjoy 
itt righti, fruilt and emolnmetile, but not to be abtolved from 
hia obedience and sul^eetion to religious lUperiori; lie i» to 
live as a religioug, wearing hit httiit. 

Ricardas etc., salutem etc. Vit* ac niorum honesfcas, in quibus a. (oI. 80. 
apud DOS tui proprii prelati ac fratrum tuonim ceteroruraque nostri 
Ordinis zelatorum coramendaris testimonio, nos specialius inducunt 
»it te majoribus prosequamur favoribus, quat«niis aliquid sen-icium 
annnale, trentalia, aut cantariatn, vel alio quecunque ofHcia eccl&- 
siastica Beu ser\'icia sacerdotaiia impetrare et recipere possis ; et in 
eisdem miniBtrare in locis debitis et honestis, a quibnscuncjDe 
personis tibi collatis Btve conferendis, licenciam nostram et pleais- 
fiimam tibi concedimua facultatein, ad terminnm triam annorum 
proxime sequeneium post datum presencium, pleno robore valituris 
et daratnris. Quod si interim ad aliquod beneficinm ecclesiasticnm 
te presentari contigerit, illud cum suis juribus et pertinentibua 
universis recipere et occupare, verum eciam curam animarum bujus- 
modi gerere et exercere libel's et licit« valeoB, aiictoritate privile- 
giorum nostro Ordini plenisaime in premissia iDdultoram tibi per 
patris potifBtatem damua et concedimns ; a uoatris ulterius obe- 
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dieucia sive jarisdiccione regnlari neqaaqnam te absolventes ; et nt 
religiose te conserves in habitu tao [precipientes]. Datum etc. 



VadAtad. 



tol 85 b. 



128. Confirmation of Grant of a Chapel to a eertain Canon for the term 
of his Vatoral Life [ratified and approved by Bishop Sedman]. 

Ricardas etc. Taa landabilis etc. ; hinc est qnod, aactoritate 
dicti reverendissimi patris Premonstratensis qaam plenarie fungi- 
mur in hac parte, ministratum,' castodiam, et gnberuacionem 
capelle de N., cum omnibus fructibus, redditibus, emolumentis, et 
aliis pertinenciis suis omnibus, tibi, ut testamur sub sigillo com« 
muni tui monasterii, in presencia nostra datam et concessam, ad 
terminum vite tue ratificamus, approbamus, et per presentes con* 
firmamus omnibus nostri Ordinis &c. 



Vadatad Hm 
tweea 14i0 
AAdldOi) 



A. fol. 89. 



- 129. Bishop Bedman to Thomas, Archbishop of Tork. 

Informs htm that W, C, carton of N,, has been elected 
abbot of N,f in room of J. N., who voluntarily resigned, and 
has been confirmed in his office by the writer. Begs that the 
abbot elect may receive the proper ecclesiastical blessing at 
the archhishop*s hands, 

lleverendissimo in Christo patri et Domino Domino Thome, 
Dei gracia, Eboracensi archiepiscopo, Anglie primato et Apostolice 
Bedis legato, Ricardus, ejusdem pacienciaetc., salutem, reverenciam 
et honorem. Fratrem W. C, canonicum monasterii etc. N. in 
abbatem dicte ecclesie de N., per cessionem voluntariam domini 
J. N. nuper abbatis ejusdem, rite et canonice secundum nostri 
Ordinis privilegia et statuta electum, et per nos confirmatum, 
vestre patemitati reverendissime duximus presentandum, 8uppli- 
cantes liumiliter et devote quatenus idem J. N.^ electus et con- 

' So in the MS. ; read ministrationenu 

' ' W. 0/ is probably William Clyntes of Si. Agatha's. * Archbishop Thomas ' 
would either be Thomas Botherham, who was archbishop from 1480 to 1498, or 
Thomas Savage, who succeeded him. The second J. N. ^ould be W|| Ol 



COLLECTANEA A5GL0-PREM0KSTRATENSIA 219 

firmatus ad vos venerit cnm presentibus, sibi mimiis vestre 
benediccionis gracio.^e dignetnini impertiri. Et vestram incolumi- 
tatem consenret Altissimus ad eccle^ie sue regimen et animaruin 
salutem. In cnjus rei testimonium, sigillnm nostrum una cum 
sigillo etc. 

130. Grant of Faenlties to an Abbot Vadatad. 

Considering tlie frailty of youths especially of those re- 
nouncing the world, who need correction, power is t/Yanted to 
abbot N. of binding and loosing, and the grantor^s authority 
and plenary power. — [A fragment^ 

Ulteriusque mente pertractantes quod in plerisque juvenibus fol. 102. 
contingit, et precipue seculum renunciantibus, fragilitatem eepiu? 
locum usurpare ; que, nisi patemalis potestatis freno esset assidue 
exstirpata, forcius excresceret in ruinam, pemiciosumque ex- 
emplum : quocirca vobis, domine abbas, predictos vestros circa 
8ubdito3 in omnibus que nostre Keligionis sunt, sen pertinere 
dinoscuntur, tam ligandi quam solvendi, et cetera omnia que nostro 
iucumbuDt officio, auctoritiltem et plenariam nostram potestatem 
vobis damns et concedimus per presentes. 

131. Letter as to Excommunication of Abbots. Vndatad 

(1 1S16). 
Letter from A, to B, (unknown) suggesting that abbot of 

Langdon*s action in passing sentence of excommunication 

against abbots of Sulby, Alnwick, and two more, is due to 

h»pe of gain. One of tite Order, and raised to some dignity, 

promised a small sum of money as a gift for his helpf dc. 

Though the principal debt is fully discTiarged, he is seeking 

how to come by tlie promised gift. Would lie had asked for 

th: like sentence on the Northern abbots who have not yet paid. 

Now he has obtained nothing, dc, 

Domine, ad vemm dicendum, ego credo quod ista sententia de P. fol. 63. 
qua locuti sumus per dominum de Langedon fuit procurata, et ffgf') *"* 
erat cansa motiva ejus talis, ut estimo. 
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Ordinis nostri professor, et in dignitate qualitercunque consti« 
tutus, promisit ei modicam summam pecunie ex curialitate, pro 
labore suo, et etiam ut in futurum esset amicus Ordinis specialis. 

Et modo, licet debitum principale plenarie est solutum, querit 
nimirum viam per quam ad illam curialitatem sibi, ut premittitur, 
promissam posset devenire, sciens non esset impossibile aliquem 
inter falsos iVatres, ex post faeto, hostium clausum invenire. Set 
in isto casu non esset necesse talia timere, si in hac parte manum 
adjutricem ex toto corde vellet opponere. Et utinam impetrasset 
istam sententiam super borealis circarie abbates, qui nondum 
satisfeoerunt : sic enim melius fuisset quam nobis. Nam tunc 
accrevisset ei lucrum, et de ejus lucro nobis gaudium. Modo 
autem nihil est adeptus. Et gaudium, tam meum quam ceterorum 
amiconim suorum in partibus nostris commorantium, est in 
immeusum pudorem et dolorem transmutatum. Set de hiis 
omnibus eveniat mutatio dextre Excelsi, quando placuerit nostro 
Salvatori. 

VmUUA. 132. Dispensation from Defect of Birth. 

Bislwp Redman, possessing delegated power of binding 
and loosing, and {since a son should not bear the sins of his 
father) his life, conversation, and knowledge being commend- 
able, frees N^ from all preceding crimes and offences he may 
have hitherto committed, and also from defect of birth, so that 
he may have active and passive voice and be capable of 
receiving honours, all laws and statutes notwitlistanding ; 
and imposes perpetual silence on all gainsayers, 

A. foL 108 b. Ricardus, permissione Divina &c., salutem in Eo per quern sit 

remissio peccatorum. Cum ex fontili potestate reverendissimi in 
Christo patris Premonstratensis abbatis prelibati, abbates et sub- 
ditos nostri Ordinis in partibus supradictis ligandi atque solvendi 
nobis committitur potestas ; et cum legitur quod filius non portabit 
iniquitatem patris, quia et tua laudabilis conversacio, sciencia, 
et morum honestas, nos indncunt ut tibi reddamus ad gradam 
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liberalem, ab omnibas retix)actis, ante diem confecclonis presencium, 
criminibus, aliis offensionibusque, sceleribus quibuscumque a te, 
vel per te, corporaliter aut inentaliter perpetratis, viis ac modis 
quibuscanque, que anime tue, statu! corporis tui, per ordinem 
nostrum aut juris exigenciam, et presertim super defectu natalium 
tibi invento, tam foro anime tue quam judicial!, decernimus te 
abiolutum, per tenorem presencium, atque dimittimus : teque ut 
eligere valeas et eligi, ac ad omnes honores et nostri Ordinis actus 
legittimos restituimus, atque habilitamus, literas nostras per pre* 
sentes. Omnibus nostri Ordinis professis sive profitendis, cujus- 
cunque status vel condicionis existentibus, hiis nostris conces- 
sionibus et dispensacionibus in contrarium obloqui aut articular! 
volentibus, cum ad eorum noticiam pervenerint perpetuum im- 
ponimus silencium, ac in omnes et singulos hujusmodi contradictores 
sentenciam excommunicacionis majoris nunc prout ex tunc et tunc 
prout ex nunc, ferimus in hiis scriptis. Datum etc. 

133. Form of Absolution. Vndatad. 

Cirea 1479. 
Absolution by bishop Redman of John, abbot of Coterliam^ 

from all crimes committed up to the date tfiereof and restores 

him to his office^ and closes the mouths of all opponents of the 

Order. 

Ricardus, permissione Divina, etc. Dilecto nobis in Christo A. lol. 68. 
confratri Johanni abbat! de Coverhaui, salutem in Eo qui est 
omnium criminum verus indultor. Ab omnibus criminibus et 
excessibus retroactis, ante diem confeocionis presencium, aliis 
offensionibus aut sceleribus quibuscunque, a vobis vel per vos 
qualitercunque commissis, in detrimentum vestri status ant bone 
fame, sen in prejudicium vestre abbacialis diguitatis, tam in foro 
consciencie quam judicial!, quantum in nobis est dimittimus, et 
auctoritate prefati patris, tenore presencium, vos discernimus ab- 
solutum.^ Et ad omnem effectum et honores vestri officii et no&tri 

' So in MS. ; read absolutos. 
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Ordink actus leghtizDoa resmmmaa et lahiHtamiw, lileras per 
pmentes; ooDtndicionbos iicsm Ordmis ailenciiim perpetvom 
impoDendo. IlBktiiiD sob sigillD nottzo etc. 



WmUMU 114. Fotm apfiilJH V. a Letter- 

<l MM) ^' * 

Reeommkending kim to the cmre of tko»e irio skmU rrreite 
thu notice. Suggest* « ba-ioii o/* prn^gert for the deadi, 

A. lot 7. Pateat aniversis per presentes no^ R. X.,^ Dei paciencia, 

abbatem monaeterii beate Marie de B.,^ una com coosensii omniom 
coDfraimm Doetrorum, ordinasse, depataase,et per presentes consti- 
toisae, dilectnm nobis in Christo J. N. Temm et fidelem bajolam et 
nonciam noetrom geneialem et specialem, ad breTia nostra nni- 
▼ersis et singolis religioaornm monasteriis deliberanda et asportanda. 
Qoare nniversitatem [vestramj reqairimns et derote rogamos, qna- 
tenaa cam idem N. apod tos com presentibus pervenerit, eondem 
benigne et graciose recipiatis, debitnm religiosomm favorem inde 
eidem exhibentes, sicuti casa consimili vestris tenemar in hac parte 
oonferre, ad qaod qaidem letnm semper babebimos animam, con- 
siderantes qaod saiicta est et $alubris cogiiacio pro defuneiis exorttre, 
vt a peccatis nUvaniur} Idciroo nostra vestris damns, pro nostris 
vestra rogamns etc. Datnm etc. 



Sectiox VI. MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS 

AND DOCUMENTS. 

Vadsud. 135. Vames of English Honies of the Order of Primontrt 

V, fol. 10. Memorandum, quod per triginta provincias et terras nostri 

foL i b'snd Ordinis loca dispersim posita sunt, numero cccxxn ; quorum xxxr. 
1^') in provincia Anglie consistunt, prout ihferius patebit. 

PoMiblj Bobert Nath. * Pouibly Begbsm, of which B. Naah was abbot 

2 Macb. xiL 40. 
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Neuhoas, Line. dioc. Filia de liskes. Prima ecclesia nostri 
Ordinis in Anglia. 

Welforde, que et Sulby [vocatur], ejusdem dioceais. Filia de 
Neuhous. 

Welbek, Ebor. dioc. Filia de Neubous. 

Crokeston, ejusdem dioc.^ Klia de Neubous. 

Barljnges, ejusdem dioc.^ Filia de Neubous. 

Tupbolme, ejosdem dioc.^ Filia de Neubous. 

Lavendon, ejusdem dioc.' Filia de Welforde. 

Beucbefe, Cestrien. dioc. Filia de Welbek. 

Neubo, Line. dioc. Filia de Neubous. 

Parens Stanley, que et Dala [vocatur], Cestrien. dioc.* Filia 
de Neubous. 

Hagbneby, Line. dioc. Filia de Welbek. 

Hales [Owren], Wygorn. dioc. Filia de Welbek. 

Leyston, Norwyc. dioc. Filia de Welbek. 

Laugley, ejusdem dioc. Filia de Alnewyk. 

(West) Dyerham,' ejusdem dioc. Filia de Welbek. 

Wenling, ejusdem dioc. Filia de Langley. 

Meldon (que et Bylegb vocatur). Filia olim de Neubous, 
modo de Durforde, Lond. dioc. 

Langdon, Cant. dioc. Filia de Leyston. 

S. Radegundis (que et Bradsole vocatur), ejusdem dioc. Filia 
Premonstrat. 

Tiebfield, Cieest. dioc.* Filia de Welbek. 1. lo b. 

Durford, ejusdem dioc. Filia de Welbek. 

Begbam, ejusdem dioc. Filia Premonstrati. 

Torr, Exon. dioc. Filia de Welbek. 

Pallum, Wygom. dioc.*^ Filia de Welbek.^ 

Eleston, ejusdem dioc.^ Filia de S. Agatba. 

' These four booses were in the diocese of Lincoln. 

^ Rectios Lich. et Covent. dioc. ' This is West Dereham. 

* Bectius Winton. dioc. * Bectios Menev. dioc. 

' Filia, ni fallor, non de Welbek, sed de Hales. ' Bectios Ebor. dioc. 

(Notes 2 and 4-7 are Peck's.) 
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I>t £r;iSf*raJo ii. guiyls per esdsaciioem per ot&2<a kcx. 
tf:zm, 'fisutUiroL. Ut d igizie bdL <^ixanen&. De oideo per onmia 
W:stk OErlxii. ooarUfm. I>e ftreui c tTr;ni °iiiL qniteria. De 
cifnujl/Uit, dcmii.^ fu:t prc/rin de <jT2ii>'^i>e lasds lOf. et dimidinm. 
J>; cui(90 iiii'* petre. De sade iiL oeitruL De bobos per omnia locm 
rzriL De taam iiL De Taccis liiL De boirimlis diMmm annorooi 
iz. IM juve&cis ejusdem eUtL? xxi. De boriculis imios anni xvL 
I>$ juveocis ejiudem etatis xx. De vitalis presentis anni 3ExriiL 
Huuima ccxlrii. 

I>! juvencis portantitms xiii. De pallanis iii. ann(»iim iiii. 
IM pultm cguBdem etatis viii. De pnllanis ii. annoram xi. De 
pultrin tfgaHdem etatis rii. De pnllanis et pnltris presentis anni 
XX. Bumma iiii" ix.^ 

I>e efjuis in stabulo abbatis iiii. De eqois in stabulo obedien- 
C'ialiurrj ru De affriii per omnia loca xxviii. De matricibns per 
omnia loca u\" et vii. De multonibns per omnia loca viii^ 
xliiii, De hogastrls viii^ xvii. Snmma dao Mt vii^ xlviii.' 

De apris iii. De Buibus xv. De porcis duomm annorum xii. 

I>e porcis unius anni xxviii. De porcellis xxvi. 8umma iiii" 

«« « • 
nil. 

I 80 in MS. ; read iU» Ui. * The som ihoald be 2,906. 
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Hec sunt debita (^ue debebantur eidem ecclesle dictis die et 
anno ut supra: De parochia de Alnliam xviii ti. vs. iid. ad i-e- i 

cipiendum ad festuni Assencionis Doitiini et ad featnm Asstinip- 

lis beate Marie anno gracie Mccc\'. De domiao Willelmo 
tinctore liiii a. iiii d. De pai-ochia de Cbartone cxi ti. vii s. viii d. 
De Fentone viiiti. De J. Elwike cs. De Clienelinham xvti. 
Samma clx ti. vu e. ii d. 

Uec Bunt debita que dicta ecclesia debuit dictis die et anno ut 
supra, Waltero de Tugball x! e., Ricardo de [eiids here tiJiruj'iUj^. 

137. Letter horn Abbot of Barlings to Abbot of Dale. so Sept. 

1 1316. 

Bi'gging him to ntimd a meeiing to concert meatiirea 
Ivtt poteibly Oiei) might be left in Ike lurek in a meeting of 
ahboU at Welbeck for Ike pur^oae of aevuring oertain im- 
manities. 

Much Itarm may eome to the corre»poniUnt», if thet/ tuid 
abbot of Newhoute do not allenA a mecling to be held oti 
evening of ilk October at WeJieck, wlien the ahhot tJiere foag 
extract o protniie in writing from hit adliervnta to oititt him 
in obtaining aoTiie newprwilege; aiidif iliey should aid Mm 
in tJte future by their help and favour. 

Eandem quam sibi gratiam et ealutem. p, j^ q5_ 

Pater precariBsime : Diem qiiaitum ntensis Octtibi-is jam ia- }^S\f5*™' 
etantis, cum ipsiuii dependensiit; et annexir^ ; ad nosti-am memoriain 
cum deliberations provida reducente^, peifiendimuaevideiiterquain 
plura incomuioda et gravamina, tarn nobiB et vobis et toti nostra 
Ordini, posae verisimiliter provenire, ai vos et noa, ahjue abbas de 
MeDbouB, a mouasteno de Welbek, uostram ]>ei'soualem presentiam, 
ipeoquai-to die predicto, tepide subtrahamua; timema.s enim, quod 
vobiB et nobis absentibua, abbas de Welbek, alios abbatet ibidem com- 
pai-ent«8, ad sui coherentiain minus utilem, alliciet blanditiie atque 
minis ; et ab ipsis, vel sacramentura vel per scripta, securitatem 
capiet, (juod, ad aliquod privilegiura novum, ad eui singularem 
opinioneni forsitan impetranduui cuu.--entient et contribuent in 
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futaram ; atque [per] ipsoram consilium ot favorem quedam sfcatnta 
forsan ibidem statuet dicto die, qae, tarn vobis quam nobis et aliis 
nobis coherentibas at<iue Ordini, prejadicium maximum genera- 
bunt; atxjue vos et no:< solummodo cum sumptibus et expensis 
non privilegii jam (ut dicitur) inipetrati, oneratos totaliter dere- 
linquent ; quod valde et nimis grave tam vobis quam nobis erit, 
si tantum constiterit quantum credimu:^ id constare. 

Quocirca cordialiter vos I'equirimns et rogamus, quatenus, 
fol. 60 b. omni excusatione cessante, ob nostri Ordinis utilitatem || et honorem, 
ac vestri et nostri status sah^itionem, apud Welbek, predicto quarto 
die Octobris, bora capitulari consueta vel ante, omnino dignemini 
vestram pei*sonaIem presentiam exhibere, ne, per vestram absentiam, 
pater noster de Neuhous, aut nos, vel noster Ordo, dispendinm ali 
quod patiamur. 

Et quid facere deceinitis in premissis, nobis per.cedulam latori 
pi*esentium libei-andam, certificare dignemini celeriter sine mora. 
Scientes pro certo, quod si ibi, dicto die, volueritis personaliter 
interesse, tam predictus pater noster de Neuhous quam nos ibidem 
personaliter accedemu.s. Si vero ad presens vestram personalem 
presentiam ((|uod absit) tepide subtrahatis, et nos subtrahi neces- 
sario similiter oportebit ; eoque, absque vestra presentia, abbatem 
de Welbek, ad ea que utilitati et honestati nostri Ordinis oon- 
venerint, non credimus posse aliqualiter inclinari. 

Ceterum scire dignemini, quod misimus patri nostro abbati de 
Neuhous nostrum avisamentum in materia supradicta ; et certe 
ipse pater noster, adveniet dicto [die] si vos volueritis advenire. 

Ad presens non plura. Set Filius yii*ginis vos conservet 
feliciter in longevam, ad felix regimen gregis vestri. Scriptum 
apud Barlynges, in festo S. Jeronimi presbyteii, com maxima 
festinantia valde sei*o, per vestrum confratrem, 

Abbatem de Barlyngs. 
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38. Letter of Appeal against Excommtmication. J 

Uvdated letter from Tlumiat Eihvliam, canon of Barlinge, 
to abbot of Lavendfn, vol to publish lentaice of exeommtlni- 
cation agaivtt abboln of Sulby ami Almvick, for arrears of 
mwtei/», colleeUd but not paid in, ife. Sliould he protiouvix 
tenleTUit, apprnl will be made (o abbot of Primontri and 
gtneral Chapter, 

Hatrt lie luit orders from abbot of Primontri to excom- 
municate four abboU for not jiaijiiig in moneyg collected, 
bring Ihnr tharet allotted by abbot of New!utu»e mi 1818. 
Beg»him,fiir preservalion of pe<we recently made, to COitiull 
ahbol of Laiigdoii ; for all paid their thares before or after 
ganeral Clinpler : Imvce Ma tcntenee loowld be void. Tlw 
writer received tlie money. Enters iiilo delailt, and promisee 
lo render an aeeouni at neH ginitral Chapter. 

Veiierabili in Christo pati'i eit domino, Dei patientia, abbnti de 
Lavendon, snus ad vota fi-at«r Thomas de Edenaham, canonicus 
de Bavlyngg, ualuteni in omnium Salvatoce. 

Quia per liteias vestras dudum intellexi, vos a domiuo Pi*- 
moni^tmtensi in Tuandatis accepi^^o i~enteiitiam excotnnmaiuatioDia 
in abbatee de So][by], de A[inewyc], de T.. et de C. fnlminandi ; 
pro eo, cjuod portiones eis per dominum de Neuhous, anno 
Domiiii Mcccxvi. pro arreragiis collectai-uni impositif^, solvere 
minime curavemnt; ne alirjuid ex abiiipto in Lac paite esset 
factnm, per cptod pacis refonnatio inter dominum Premonstrati et 
abbates Aoglie, jam de novo I'atificata, posset minni vel aannllari, 
attentius deprecor, 

ut cum venerabili piitri et domino meo, domino abbate de Lange- 
don, snper hujns'fmodi] uegotio, auteqiiam executioneui ulterius 
fociatis, deliberation em habei-e onretis ; quia sine diibio ceitus siun 
(lomini PremonKtratenEis clementiam per suggestionem nnius in 
hac paitic fore circumventam ; cjuia, si rei veritiatein soiviBset, 
nnsquam maodatum huju:j[modiJ ex ejus uouwieutia emanasset. 

Nam rei Veritas est quod quidam, dictorum abbatum por- 
tJcmes, eis, ut premittitur, impositaa, michi ante Capitnlum generale 



P. tol. 61. 
(Be«. Prem 
(. 82 b.) 
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solverant, et quidam post; omnes vero et singuli, ante fesfcam 
Purificafdonis 6. Marie ; et sic ante confectionem literamin domini 
Premonstrati, prout videtis. Unde ilia sententia, quamvis per 
vos in eis sit execata, neminem illomm ligat. Nam ego ipse£iteor 
fol. 61 b. ipsos in hac parte immanes, et me dictas portiones, || ex mandate 
domini de Neuhons, plenarie recepisse ; 

et qualiter vel ubi expendentur, sive ad qoem profieaum vel 
effectum devenerunt, in presentia cujuscanqne judicis, etiam coram 
domino Premonstratensi in proximo Capitalo generali (si necessitas 
hoc exigent) rationem reddere velle. 

Et, domine, ut sciatis qoam modicam causam vel nnllam habefc 
dominas Premonstratensis, rei veritate excussa, pecuniam qnalem- 
cnnque ab abbatibus prenotatis exigendum ^ ; ecce sammam, in qua 
ei tenebamur, et pecuniam sibi solutam, ex clausula immediate 
subsequente liquide colligere potestis. 

Bene nostis, quod, in pacis reformatione, pro omnibus arre- 
ragiis in qnibus ecclesie Anglicane domino Premonstrat^isi et 
Capitulo generali tenebantur, centum libras ' per procuratores nostros 
promittebantur. 

Et de illis centum libris erant, anno pi'edicto, in Capitulo 
generali Ixvi 1. xiii s. iiii d. solute. 

Et dominus de Langedon se et ecclesiam suam ad residuum, 
pix) loco et tempore, solvendum obligavit; viz. 1. marcas, que a 
retro erant de centum libris, ut premittitnr. Set de illis L marcis 
jam est satisfactum prout didici, tarn per literas solventium, quam 
per acquietancias eis ab eo factas. 

Nam XV 1. et xiiij s. recepit immediate postquam revereus 
est de Capitulo. Et sic in toto recepit iiii'^'^ 1. xlvii s. iiii d. 

Et de residue, scilicet, xvii 1. xiii s. iiii d. satisfecerunt ei 
domini de B. et C. Et sic plenarie sunt solute. Et, per con- 
sequens, sententia excommunicationis per vos, ut intellexi, executa, 
minus juste est lata. 

Et licet in hac parte neminem ligat, cum'potius siib facti quam 
• So in Peck's transcript ; read exigendi. « So in Peck's transcript : read Kbr 
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juris ex habundanti ego frater Th. de Edenaham, canonicus de 
Barlyngs, procurator dictorum abbatnm, de ipsorum dominorum 
meonim raandato, quam cito potui, infra x. dies a tempore quo 
predictum gravamen, sive predicta gravamina, ad ip || somm fol. 62. 
dominorum meorum notitiam pervenerunt, mihique mandare 
et committere potuerunt ut appellarem ; coram notario publico, 
oroni solempnitate qua decuit, provocavi et appellavi, et adhuc in 
scriptis provoco et appello ; non tamen ad aliquem judicem secu- 
larem sive extraordinarinm (quod absit) set ad dilectissimum 
patrem meum, dominum Premonstratensem et Capitulnm generate. 
Unde, domine, visis presentibus, vos certificetis, si placet, 
dominum de Langedon (et hoc pro communi utilitate) quam 
moleste fero istam brigam, sic ex inopinato et sine causa, in Ordine 
exortam ; qui [forte] libenti animo pro posse suo salubre remedium 
[inveniat]. Tamen sine dubio de hoc certus sum. Nam, quod scimus, 
loquimur ; et quod experimento probavimus, testamur. Scimus eum 
yirum esse gratis gratum valde, et omnem ingratitudinem detes- 
tantem ; et, quicquid alii dicunt, illi qui secreta cordis ejus ad 
plenum cognoscunt (quorum unus primus et, prout credo, pre- 
cipuus ego sum) testantur (et ego in bona fide testificor) ipsum 
unitatem, Ordinis commodum, et honorem, ex intimo affectu de- 
siderare. Valete pater, et actus vestros, tarn in isto negotio, quam 
in ceteris agendis, per semitas justitie ducat Altissimus in Trini- 
tate. 
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3 Jan. 139. Letter as to Claimants to Abbacy of CroKton. 

(1 1S86). 

Abbot of DdU to Malph de Sellnf^ on the mhjeet of a Imw- 
auit between William Sleford^ John Cofferhmw^ and John 
Grantham, who all claimed the title of abbot of Croxtotu 

Has received various letters and papers, and hat Ment on a 
messeuffer vnth letters to abbot of Newhoute. But getting no 
anstoer, loent in person and found abbot readg to eict on advice 
given, but was afraid lest his powers did not extend to 
receiving reeignations under certain conditions^ and wants to 
kno^v ttnor of a new Bull then in London, Has leamt that 
next general Chapter will be in the following Mag, at Newbo. 
Abbot of Welbeck is expected to resist the new Bull, 

P. fol. 70. Recommendatione premissa, seipsum totam et quioquid poterif 

(R^. Prem. beiieplaciti, reverentie, vel honoris. 

Pater precarissime, literas vestras yenerabiles, die Veneris 
proximo ante festum S. Thome Apostoli ultimo jMreterito, nna com 
qaodam instramento cajasdam procnratorii, et enm qnadam Utera 
venerabili patri nostro abbati de Neohons dirigenda, recepimos, 
pront decnit, reverenter. Et vestra Utera nobis directa plenins 
intelleeta, in crastinnm nostrom nuntinm versns monasterinm de 
Neahoiis, absque aliqua ulteriori dilatione, cam predicta Utera 
prefato patri nostro de Neuhous directa, transmisimus festinuiter. 

Set quia dictus noster nuntius nobis a pre&to patre nostra 
responsum aUquem, super hujus[modi] vestra Utera sibi directa, nnl- 
latenus reportavit ; idcirco, dignemini scire, quod nos, in crastino 
Circumcisioms Domini, versos dictum monasterinm de Neuhous, 
ad instantiam predictarum Uterarum vestrarum, assnmpto nobiscum 
domino Willielmo de Sleforde abbate de Croxton, properayimns, et 
illuc pervenimus sine mora. 

Ubi cum pre&to patre nostro, in presentia dicti D. WilUebni 
de Sleforde, super vestro pio proposito ad eflfectum debitum perdn- 
cendo, diUgentius pertractantes, comperimus ipsum patrem nostrum 
de Neohous, per omnia paratum, per se vel per aUum, pro vestro 
libito ad exequendum hujus[modi] vestrum propositum, in quantum 
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nbi pennittitur per noetri Ordinis instituta || vel per novam Bullam fol. 70 b. 
ribi per Snmmnni Pontificem jam directam. 

Set quia hQJQ8[modi] vestrum propositum, per dictum patrem 
nostrnm, auctoritate sua patema, absque resigiiatione prius facta et 
ab ipso qui potestatem habuit acceptata, exec|ui nondum potest cum 
eifectn ; [precati sumus] quatenus, auctoritate hujus nove BuUe sue, 
nobis oommittere dignaretur, quod, vice sua, cessionem D. Jobannis 
de Coverham possimus admittere, sine tardatione aliqua longiore. 

Dictus yero pater nosier timens se,per huju8[modi] Bullam suam, 
potestatem snfficientem non habere cessioneshuju8[modi] admittendi ; 
ostensis nobis statutis nostri Ordinis, atrjue pena limitata in eisdem 
contra prelatos, qui, absque auctoritate abbatis I^remonstratensis 
▼elCapituligeneralis,cessioneB prelatorum presumpserint acceptare; 
nobis taliter adquierit, quod si vos, inspecta et intellecta copia nove 
Bnlle penes predictum D. Jobannem de Grantham Ix)ndonii8, ut 
creditur, remanente, certitudinaliter per vestram discretioiiem con- 
vincere poteritis; quod ipse pater noster de Neuhous, absque periculo 
sni status, possit licite hujuri[modi] potastatem cessioues admit- 
tendi, per predictam Bullam suam, exercere, sive nobis committere 
ad exercendam ; et sibi vel nobis super hoc ve^tras certas literas 
transmittatis : libentissime nobis, pro hae vice, hujus[modi] potes- 
tatem committere non tardabit. 

Et propterea paternitati vestre precarissime ini^tantissime 
supplicamus, quatenus, inspecta per vos et intellecta copia bupra- 
dicta, nobis vestrum consilium et intellectum, per nuntium Vic. 
Notynghami literatorie si placeat jam ad cjuindenam S. Hillarii 
dignemini destinare. 

Cetemm, quoad procuratorium nobis commissum, hucusque nil 
(uimus executi; eo quod dictus dominus Willielm us de || Slefoitle (ol. 71. 
nullum ad hoc nobis nuntium super premunitiones nobis faciendas 
aliqualiter destinavit. 

De loco autem et die celelirationis nostri Capituli ^neralis, a 
prefato patre nostro similiter incjuirentes, didicimas, quod, die 
lune in crastino apostolorum Philippi et Jacobi proxime futuro, in 
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monaste'-io (\e Nenbo prop© villam de Grantham sofficienter 
vii;i;u.iju> Jj:iijmi«lanteiii, proponit, per Dei gratiam et vestram 
ijupportationein, debite celebrare ; et tunc (si antea, per vestrum 
avisamentum, visa copia supradicta, fieri non potent) yestnun 
primum propositum pro suis viribus, ut asserit, fideliter exeqni 
pollicetur ; dum tamen per abbatem de Welbek nuUatenus fuerit 
prepeditas. Ipse enim se sollicitat, qoantnm potest, ad resistendum 
Bulle predicte, et ad impediendum executionem ejusdem; sine 
cujas executione speramus vestrum propositum nullatenus posse 
feliciter confirmari, meliori judicio vestro semper salvo. 

De tam longa tamen tardatione celebrationis nostri Capitnli 
generalis vestre patei-nitati nullatenus displicebit,^ quia paud aut 
nulli abbates voluerunt laborare isto tempore yemali, vel quadra- 
gesimali tempore jam instante ; immo potius, ut creditur, a dicta 
Bulla nova recederent, quoniam dictis temporibus (ut eis videtur) 
minus ydoneis pro liujus[modi] generali Capitulo laborarent. 

Ad presens non plnra. Set Filius Virginis Christus vos con- 
servet feliciter nunc et semper. Scriptum apud Neuhous, cum 
maxima festinatione tertio die Januarii. 

Per vestrum humilem oratorem, Abbntft d Dal 

Precarissimo patri et suo revereudo magistro Badulpho. 

Undated. 1^0. Letter of (? Abbot of Barlings) to Abbot of Bale, as to the 
1 circa 1886. Lawsuit between Abbots of Welbeck and Newhouse. 

Has conferred ivith Master Htigh de Greneham about 
apostolic Utters, who thinks them sufficient for all things. 
Bewails the attitude of abbot of Welhecky and urges he should 
he counselled, to a better frams of wind. But will not be 
dlamaycd in the discharge of his duty. 

P. fol. 74. Pater carissime, scire dignemini, quod de nostro recessu de 

f. 68 b.j Londoniis cum magistro Hugone de Greneham, super literis Apo- 

stolicis abbati de Neuhous directis, communicavimus cum effectu. 

Et ipse magister Hugo de ipsis literis plurimum est letatus^ eo 

' Sq in P^k*8 transcript, 
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quod sibi apparet, quod valde suflScientes [sunt] in omnibus clausulis 
necessario requisitis. Et sic, concepta ab ipso forma citatorii, 
domum properavimus. Et deinde, ad Neuhous transmisimus literas 
supradictas, cum citatorio et commissione, et aliis actis necessariis 
paratas, in mundo scriptis, et dispositis ad sigillum. 

Ceterum, quoad confratrem nostrum abbatem de Welbek, scire 
dignemini, quod habui jam tandem colloquia cum abbate de 
NeuhouB ; et ipsius consilio, taliter concordatur, viz. 

quod, propter bonum pacis, tarn per ipsnm abbatem [de] Neu- 
hous quam per nos, retribuantur sibi bona pro malis et grata pro 
ingratis. 

Et qaoad presens, abbas de Neuhous dictum abbatem de 
Welbek, auctoritate paterna, nullatenus visitaret ; set quod ipsum 
abbatem, sicut alios abbates, et in eadem forma, ad Capitulum 
convocaret. 

Et quod Bulla, citatorii personates, et alia Bulla similiter super 
inquisitionibus faciendis, omnino, propter honestatem persone sue, 
absque executione aliqua, cassarentur ; dum tamen dictus abbas in 
suis verbis et gestura, honeste se habere voluerit in -proximo 
Capitulo generali, et parere || voluerit, ut tenetur, Uteris Apostolicis fol. 74 b. 
supradictis. Suggestio enim aliqua in ipsis Uteris inhonesta, 
contra ipsius personam, nullatenus est expressa. Nee artantur 
aliqualiter presidentes aut Visitatores in ipsis Uteris per jura- 
mentum, ad faciendum justitiam unicuique absque misericordia, 
sicut dictus abbas et alii quidem de suis hactenus predicarunt. 

Dominus autem de Neuhous et nos, in quantum possumus, sibi 
in omnibus . facere proponimus, sicuti fieri nobis nos vellemus ; 
licet alitor de nobis sentiat et predicet minus vere. Pacem enim 
diligimus, et paci semper volumus adherere, ad instar illius 
Auctoris pacis, qui suis discipulis pacem dedit, pacera docuit, et in 
suo recessu pacem obtulit et reliquit. 

Et licet abbas de Welbek, contra patrem suum et contra nos, 
aUqua sinistra, per verba sua pomposa et elata ac inordinata, 
predicet, que minus continent veritatem; hoc tamen patienter 



:. 



' mlf . 'u^ pnyimnns. irmianL inrhzsmiia: tse^ isft Bams Term, 
mon^ Ter Ici: inmBn uxioBuiEr hol n Kwi i kUL . 

r^ffs-im. s. imimii' -£=: ^"^crs i£ ^fiBxik pcttoai profioiacL nobis 
'nfficsr JumssuzxE. itiuml m?sal^ taams^ itt Wfufaek. ^ pacem ct 
rjECsrmHiL sEKnaJn? *i.7Jj>«.il' : ^ faor^ni iznimecur. quod, ante 
CaonrxJnn. 5»nni ai yn«¥»rt W fcrTni. jirr. iroc* Hfailm in loco 
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fliijrajser 3»C2>,T«ii!j?5' ^x.'zliz:^ srrorciK^ ifunit contra nos 
Sl>fC]:^ *3Krrc iii irr=rss ptrdTrisai 7r:ciszsBrciE l Sort qpoqne abbas 



pere o:d^ i^ck %^ W«[bei nd mncordiaiii noqmverit 
' rev^xari. bx* ias»ee t^^pLxr liagnf non oportet^ quia 
kss is C*^!^ RoQsasa q^:^A=i a!Jibt in paztSbiis Anglie, talifcer 
<«t p . • . . > N^^^jT^r- ipccrr pe-rrnarML act elada sive capi- 
IceitK^ inkcDessak ^qd^ pre^ai«£=: soc deoec nnllafeHiiis) enonniter 
d«sr\ieabaiit. 

Jttsto pi%?pGisito jam ccracpfco, ad pne^stms non plnnL Set 
FIKqs Viiginis frBciter rot c«j*-rr-t in pft^peris et adrersis. 
PKcaurissimo pani abfaari de I>ila. 

Ml. 14L Litlar if AbVel if Sale ta Jakn of eraaftaM. Abbot of CroztoiL 

Tke cc*sfr p fyr#3f i<twf<f% tXf rivmU for Croxton^ and the 
UiMtmit hefMwr. thr mhboU of WfU^erk «n J Nfwk<mse, Abbot 
cf Welbeei ^*nf fc Londo*. ahcmt 2 Ffhrmery to confer with 
John de Otfrimfkmm and otl^rr iawfm, Btg9 him to get 
Ralph de Selbp to *e>e him^ amd mrpe* nerd of mnity and eoncor 
Written at dajfbrMl: in fremt km»tej Friday, . 

1^ 1^ Kevorende pater et domine, non ¥0b latoat quod, panlo ante 

vf^**^*^ coofectionom preBontiQni, locoti smnna com quodam fratre de 

^1 
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Ordine Predicatorum, a quo didicimus, quod abbas de Wellebek 
proponit iter an'ipere veraus Londonium et ibi ease in PurificatioQe 
vel ejus craatino, ad communicaiidnin et tractandum cum magistro 
Johanne do Overingfaani, ac aliis legis peritis, super certis etarduis 
uegotiis in C'ltria Romana per dictum frabrem expediri. Qui etiam 
(rater Be ordinat veraua dictatu Curiam, omiii tardatione poatposita 
utteriori. 

Quapropter ad vosraet retrorsnm redituros iutime conBtderaiites 
defectum, et in expeditione nove Bulle in vos merito retorqueiidos, 
eo quod tfirdiori tempore, quam debuit, venit ad part-ea Anglicanaa ; 
ac etiam intimni'6 velitis magistro Itadulplio de Selby de adventn 
dicti abbatis, obuixius ei supplicaado, quatenua cum eo tractitare 
dignetur, aaper unitate et concordia iiostri Ordinia (si quo modo 
ilium a suo propoeito, si inutile fuerit, poterit revocare) ut, ("xcluaia 
custubus et espensia plurimorum, potueiit nostra lleligio, iii triui- 
qiiillitftte et quiete, Deo dante, perfecte confoveri. 

Et hoc U06 valde putamus iiecesaarEum; salva super omnia 
preoellenti discretione dicti magistri Kadulphi et vestra, in quibuB 
me conlidere coustanter dubitnre non debetis. 

Valeatia, ut valere desideramus. Et quid premissis || ac aliis loi. 7 
actum fuerit, nobis rescribei'e velitis. Scriptum in aurora diei 
Veneris, cum grandi Festinatioue. 

Per Vestrum qualemciinque, 

Abbateni de Da la. 

142. Bull of Boniface (} IX.) to Abbot and Convent of St, Agatha's, 1 1319-1404. 
near Richmond, Yorks. 

As a mark nf favour, graiila them leave to wear lineii 
rorlieli tmder their cojiet or eloaks, ami blark hireitai like the 
Auttin Oanoni, both ti/ilhin and loithvul lite eo7\Jinet of Iheir 
houaes, 

Bonefacius episcopun, servus aervoruui Dei, dilectis filils abbati A. (ol. 6^ b. 
et convenui monasterii Sanctc Agathe j uxta Richmond Premonstra- 
tensia OrdiniH, RbomcensiB diocesis, saluttfm et apoatolicam bene- 
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dktkvi/ffin. fimier^ fUJigiorjix sub qua derotnm et sednhim *"Ylwlift»f 
AHimUiiO (hfituhA^m yr*m%ffr^nT horieKUie, ut ilia Tobis £iTur«bflitor 
C'^ir^'^diirnuii qof; ry^ri> ccmioditatibaB fore oonspiciniiis oportooa. 
ilific #^ qcuifd rK/n voUmtm tos prMeqni &Tore gracie speaafis, 
m//tu prr/firio, nori n/l alirrajiM pro rd^na snper hoc late peticioiik 
itintaricUi/i, Ned i]#f noi^tra mera libemlitate ex oerta arientia, Tofais 
tit vm et nuccmf^irtn vt^n in ve«tro monaflterio de cetero perpetius 
ftsttiriit i4'm\Km\nxvi^ roebetis lineis eub capis veetiis aat capociis, 
et birettiji riigrm, ffecnndnm moreB et ingtitata Canonicomm Begu- 
laritirn (ynVmiH Hancti AngiustiDi in regno Anglie oonsistenciani, 
tain infra clauHtriim quam extra muros vestri monagterii, deinoqia 
titi eftfjae gerere et portare libere et licite poBsitiB ; quibosennqne 
privilagiii4, con^titticionibug, et literis apostolids, ac statutis, et oon- 
iiuetuclinibuH monasterii et Ordinis predictomm contrariis nequa- 
quam obstantibus, plenam et liberam [facaltatem], auctoritate 
ap^MtoIica, tenore presencinm elargimur regulis et institutis regu- 
laribus veHtri OrdiniH in dicto vestro monasterio alias in suo robore 
perpetuo remanwuriH ; nulli ergo omnino hominum etc. 



7 Dfotmbtr, 148. John (Downham), Abbot of Beauchief, to Abbot of Welbeck.^ 
1451. 

Requeiii his directions how to answer the abbot of 8hap, 
OH to certain subsidies required by him, said to be due for 
preceding and present years, 

P. fol. 85. Honowrs and Worschippes, with all dew filiall Recommendation 

(Reg. Prem. ^e unto youre holy and honorabuU Fadyrhode ; besechynge youe to 

pardone me att I am so longe frome youre worthy presence, whilk 

is sore agaynes my Wyll. 

Pleas yow to witte owre Vysitur hath wry ten, at he wyll visyte 

bus in haste. And, in hys Wrytenge, charges bus, in Vertue of 

holy Obediaunce, that we schall make redy Tallias or Contribu- 

* ThiB letter of John Downham, abbot of Beauohlef, is printed in Samuel 
Ptogge*& Account of Beauchief Abbey, p. 249, 
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clones to oure place pertenynge, as well of yerys past as of this 
present. WliJlk, as I conceyve, is expreste agaynes owre Constitii- 
cyones, withoute a generall Chapyt«r had. And, as I am credably 
infonrmede, odyr places wber he hath bene hatb wythsayde him 
theria. 

Wherfore I beseke youre aayde Fadyrhode, how ye tliynk I 
schulde be demende herein, of youre sage and sadde oounaell ; and in 
whatt wyae yee be demende yowre aelfe therin. For in lyke wyse 
walde I demene me, and it be yowre Coinaiindement. In whilk and 
all odyr pertenynge to owre Ordure, 1 schall be obedyente as Rylit 
and conschyaunce reqwyreth, with (.Jrace of almyghty God. Whome 
I beseke yow to pi-e-serve in honowres, to his lovyngea longe to 
endure. Wryten at Bewehef, the vii day "f DecemWr, 

Per vestre sanctitatis objectum, 

JDhamiem, abbatem de Bewcheffe. 

Ebcimie discretionjn viio et patri Ijenignissimo domino abbali 
de Welbek. 



144. Letter of Biobard Bedman, Abbot of Shap. 

Condemna tlu! acb, 'lom- by Thomas, rtMof of Begham, 
agaiinl him; ivfonnn ail abbola thai Simon, abbot of Pri- 
iiiontri, Juid qwuheil the canwiitaioii farfittrly granted by 
him to abbot of Begham, and that he lutd conferred a ntw 
Bommiaauni on him, tlte abbot of Bhap, la Uut during llie life 
of Uu! donor, and order* certain abbots to inquire into Oie life 
Mid ael» of the <^bot of BegJuim, and if lie be found guUlg, to 
depots him at ike next general Chapler- 

The abbot ofBegtuim fmdfaUelg denounced Abbot Redman 
to the ahbol of Prfmontri, accusing him of deapoilivg Ike 
abbeys of Begham and St. Badegimd's, Wlten the truth wis 
found out, the abbot of Begliam w(m ejected front tlte post of 
oomviMtary-geticral, which Ufot then confrrred on Abbot 
Bedman. 
Bicardu9 etc. universis et singulis dominia abbatibus. prelatis l 
1 convi-ntibiis Ordinis Premunstratensis infra regiium Auglie et j 
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Ur»i. ftmt^ \m fiimr'iy nnjifMm^pfLSt^ um jSmi if u^v'h ttlmL in 
1 Mtiy mart etumimf^ im fmyntuenJ f:w TMc«^fia»;*w ttturrmtti mcr 9c 
^y^.-iJ^mA. Ahf* f'.T *#> fircvvii /pr iitofnar sr vmmr ritditpm ot 

fus-^ry, Edmmri Bd^Mnst/fS. 

tmi d^ Df jljuif g li in SoodaL Saocd Andree ifionnrat On£nis 
PnsnMDiitnitcnas. et Ticuia§ peipeCo&s eodeae pas^odasa^ de 
Gnhm dkte dioceds. omfiteor me fm^ee et esse ab£is!itesB iw^e^ 
rmdo in Christo paitri domino Symoni abbad Prem o pstralMgi in 
if umm M cmtom et riginti oorcnanim rnnri. sni eannn T«kvem^ 
M^tm jkiolrendarom infira decern annoe proximoe. qnolibet anno 
dwjfUsam^ qnoram primus terminus erit prima die mensis Maii 
prvyzime reoientis, et suooesBive annis seqnentii>Q5 die ct mense 
yndkAUf in Brogis in camlno de medids : et hoc latiooe oommis- 
mooum micbi coiiditaiimi {vo Visitaiioiie ad decenniam in regno 
Hootie ; et de qmbns expreage ad hee pepigi com eodem et oon- 
eofdarL Item reriamiliter oonfiteor me ease eidem obligatom in 
aomma octoginta ooronamm aori. ant eamndem valorem, solren- 
darom integraliter eidem prima die mensLs Maii prtndma, in Kngis 
in dicto cambio de medicLs. racione giacie mihi et monasteriis 
noetris in regno Sootie pro rocbetis portandis fiicte, proot in 
obligackme saperinde confecta coram magistro Ednardo Bonssell 
notario publico continetnr. Promitto eidem solvere dictas gummas 
temporibus predictis in eadem obligadone expressas, sub pena 
excommunicacioms quam consencio incurrisse si oontraTenero et 
non satisfecero. Teste presente oedukk propria mann scripfca et 
fignata, Brugis, anno Domini if^xxx^ sexageaimo sexto, mensis 
Mali die penultima. Sic signatum. 

David Uallstown. 
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146. Fra^ent of a Licence graiit«d to a Caaon by fiiihop Undated; 



Bedman. 

Several 

Ca»on». Therr 
weel-ofPi 



menlioned: otir/, no far an may be gallirretl, 
q\iftfion at to Ugiliviation for (me of thf 
viention of ' in hanle, on the Monday in fh' 
\c,' [Almmi tinreadahU.'\ 

[Rieardna, pemiigaione Divina AsBav*inais episcopua et nVilins j 
monnsterii lieate Mftiie Magcljaleiie de Roliapprn, KailiolenBis 
diooema, [i-evei'endisairai in Cliristo patns ft Domini Domini] 
Habeiti. Dei et sancte Sedia Apoatolicf gi-ncin Pi-emonstratenais 
abbatis [in regni ciivams et omnibiia partilxia Anglie, Wallie, 
Scocie] et Hibernie commisBaiiua generalia pleniasinia poteatatu 

legitime deputatua, diocesis et Ordinis pi'edicti de vesti ia 

gracia et l)eneficiia divet-Bim de siipplicando omnimoilis 

iBveivncpia] tanto patri debiti^ cum hiw [■lohaiin6]a Bul- 

wyk nhaque legitima desiderata conventiiB Dostn ignorante , . . , 
pateroitatis vesti-e I'evei'ende pei'aonnlitec intei'fuevit foi-te con- 
ferendo ijuod .... do litei-aa vRsti'as aucboi-itate consignatas, pro 

legitima accipienda semcia ^'i8itacionem mihi apecialiter 

delegatam patenter demoiisti'a\'it. Huic die pei- pt-eaentea 

DOtifico, quotl scriptia precepiatis opei-e pfrimplevi iion 

caasix vestrv gracie forte incogiiitis quas pi-esenciiim later ut se 

diffusiua verbotenua dfclarahit. Per quern ad preseiia pro 

fratre nostra Johanne [Bulwyk?] ut jus exigit, vobia 

transraitto snpplicando quodcunque dictum fnit veatro 

patemo colloqnio personaliter adeaa<- [wtcrit, Ulttrius et pro eo 

quod Thoma Stryugeflrit modo simili vi-stra gracia liceii- 

ciato nullo medio Ideo vestre patenie potestati supplico 

per preaencium latorem, ut taiem eciam in ecedula mihi 

responsum an legittimacionem pro religioao tiostri juatum 

eat pro nmuibus in proxima convocacioiie per me procupatorem 

complete m incolumein feliciter coiiservet, qui absque 

diminncione sue magest^atia Lawenden, cum festinaoioue 

VOL, I. R 
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die lime in aeptiinaiMi FuBionb Domini de Hales 

domino Premonstntensi tnumniaBa, de oonfaroverrift paleniitetiB 

mofuuterii Tallej in Wallia Domino Domino abbttd Pie- 

monstntensi Tester homilis ontor, abbas de Hales qnsdem OrdiniB 

[omnimjodas leverenter tanto paftri debitos com bonoie, 

patemitati vestre patefiiunmiis dignorom andimos quod 

conoessistis abbati de Welbek, qood patemitaftem monfasterii de 

Talley ?] Testro perlecti in ultimo genendi Oapitnlo noetro 

apod Linoobiiam celebrato fiet skmt [patet 7] in registriB 

Testris ac eciam in evidenciis Testris [presenjtibos visis 

[igitur?] et intellectis registris yeetriB et evidenciis 

[oon]spicit oculo [responsetis quatenns ?] dignand . . . . de gracia 
vestra secnndom tenorem premissonim et 

8 Aug. 1478. 147. Letters of IKmission for Brother Walter Spejre, of Torre. 

to Abbot John Swyfte, of Hewhonse. 

The tuhject of the letter i$ $ent to Newhou$e for eorreetion, 
incarceration for three year9^ and to ttay therefor ten years 
unless dispensed. Ordered to be treated according to stntutes 
of Order for snch cases provided. Letters he brings from his 
oum superior will furnish certain particulars (<if»p> 150). 

A. fol. 4*2. Ricardus, permissione Divina Assayensis episcopns, abbas 

monasterii de Heppa alias Schapp, Premonstratensis Ordinis, tocins 
Anglie, Wallie, Scocie et Ybemie Visitator et reformator generalis 
reverendissimi in Christo patris domini Hnberti Premonstratensis 
abbatis, venerabili confratri nostro domino Johanni Swyfte abbati de 
Newhouse, salutem, et mandatis nostris immo domini Premonstra- 
tensis firmiter obedire. Noverit vestra discrecio quod nosvisitayimus 
monasteiinm de Torre nostri Ordinis Ezoniensis diocesis ; latorem 
pi*esenciam, fratrem Waltemm Speyre, ipsins eoclesie canonicam, 
snper apostasia, incontinencia, furto, et manifesta rebellione mnlti- 
pliciter diffaniatum et convictum comperimus, in scandalnm nostre 
alme Beligionis ; et quia non potait debite castigaii in domo pro* 
pria, ad vos pena gravioris culpe dimmas emittendum, et incaroerari 



COLLECTANEA AIItOI.O-PREMON8TKATENSU 



243 



pertrienninmetidteniis vobiscum p«*r decennium [manere]. nisi in- 
tei-dnm alias tuerit secum misericorditer disppnaatura. Vobis igitur 
mandamas in virtute saliitaiis obedieiicie, quatetius dictum fi'atrem 
Walterum, cum ad vos venerit cum presentibus, recipiatis, ti'actantes 
eum infm tempus penitentie ^t extra secundum qnod in statutis 
Oitliniti de talibus liquide continetur, aitb pena eaperinde aignata, 
QuiQta distitictioni^, capitnlo, Cum plureg. Ejus confessiones audi- 
fndi poteatatem, numerumque vestiuui Hnarum, cum t«rmino 
veaiendi ad vos, iu Uteris aui proprii pmlati plenius videbitia conti- 
neri. Datum in monasterio de Toii'e, sub sigillo uoatm commis- 
aionali, anno Domini M''cccf"'LXXViii'', mensis Auguati die iii". 



148. Licence to Thomas Barton. Canon of Egleaton, to follow the 3B Xkrah. 
Schools. '*" 

Having often petilioiied, he is allotoed to proceed to Oj/or/l 
or Cambridge, and to receive ttipendi to defray hi» exptntft. 
Permit i» to hold good for »iz year/, provuhd lie i> of ;/o"il 
behaviour. Mutt rhoote a fitting ronfetior. 

Iticai'dus, etc., dilecto nobis in Chiiato fi-atri Thome Buiton, a. fc 
canonico sacerdoti et praff aao monasteiii de Egleston nosti'i dicti 
Oi'dinis, Eboracensis dioceais, salutem. Quia petitionem tuam cum 
instancia non modica veuerabiliuin et fide dignorum nuper nobis 
expositoin, ad plenum concipimua pro impetrauda lioencia esercendi 
scolas. lit de virtute in virtnteni valeas ascendei'e, nobis sepius 
snpplicasti ; igitui- ex certia, veris, et legitimia causis noa moveu- 
tibos, tua virtuosa perficere vota, iit stadia et scolaa in Univei-sitate 
Oxonie aive Cantabrigie exercei'e, et in eisdem residere, pro incre- 
mento sciencie valeas, tecum miaerieorditei- diapensaniua et pei- 
preaentes pleuartam tibi concedimus facultatem. Et tibi licitum 
sit in scolis pi'efatia i-ecipere et retinere quodcnmque honeatum 
sacerdotali' sen-icium, vi-! annuale aive trigintale, sea alia monera 
qnecamque tibi ad exhibitionem tuam confei-enda, et ibidem pi'e- 
dicta dsTote deservire. Semper pi-oviso quod te in bona fama et 
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honefltote vite noetioqoe faalnta oonaenrw, ac noafcre oomctitHii te 
submittas, at noatris ncm omittaa obediie mandati& Et qnoeiens 
todens tibi faerit necesearinm, oonfesBorem ydonemn eligera qni 
tnia anditia oonfiseaiombaa suctoritate nostra, penitentjaa injimgat 
salotarea. Noatri Ordinia jmrfeaaia sire profitandia cujnaciimqae 
gradua aive oonditionia exiatant, noatraa baa licentiain, gmtiaim, et 
diapenaationem viobire, nagare, aeo oontTavenire Tdentibiia, aDen- 
cinra per preaentea impoDimaa perpetaom. Preaentibiia post 
oomplefenm terminnm Bex. annomm proxime aaqnentjom datoni 
presendnm minime valitaris. Datum etc., xxviii* die mensis 
Mardiy anno Domini iT'CGOCLXXXi^. 

6 Dee. 1406. 149. Confirmation for a Canon trani&rriag bia ProfiBsaion. 

Bishop Bedman, frequently besought by N^ canon of 
Cockersandf and others, to he allowed to transfer his ohediener 
to Talleyt grants permission; the petitioner having renounced 
all rights lie had in Coekersand, 

[AFomu] 

A. Utl 60. Universis sancte matris Ecclesie filiis ad qnos presenter Utere 

pervenerint, salutem in DomiDo sempitemam [et] noticiam veritatis 
agnoscere. Noverit nniversitas vestra noa, Ricardnm Redmayn, 
permissione [divina Assavensem] epiaoopum, et abbatem monaaterii 
beate Marie Magdalene de Schappa, ac reverendissimi patris et 
Domini Domini Hnberti, [Dei et] Sedis Apostolice gracia, Premon- 
stratensis abbatis, in omnibns partibus et circariis Anglie, Wallie, 
Scocie et Hibemie c[ommi8sarium] generalem legitime et litera- 
torie snfficienter deputatum, sepins fnisse rogatnm, et maxima 
instanci[a mul]tipliciter fore motnm per N. canonicnm et vere 
professum monasterii de Cokarsand, noatri Ordinis Premonstra- 
tensis ; et [non tantum] per ipsnm, verum eciam plurimomm mocione 
et prece nostri Ordinis zelatoram, qnatenus prefatns N. licen[ciam 
nostram] dignaremur concedere mutandi obedienciam suam, et 
in aliqua alia domo nostri dicti Ordinis P[remonstratensi0] snam 
professionem faciendi, presertim in monasterio de Talley noatri 
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antedicti Ordinia Premonstrat*>n9is, et iL[perpe]tuiiin ibidem como- 
randi. Super que aui proprii prelati eapienti vocato consilio, et 
iinanini[i . . .] ejusdem aaaenao, ceteris canonicia coram nobis 
fxpoBitia et diligenter examinatis, nos ranltiijlicit[er . . .] iiioventi- 
bns, pi'et'ato N. libpram concediinus facultat.em mutiindi auam 
•^bedienciaiii, qua dicto confratri nostro abbafci de Cokaraand. se[u3 
monasterio ejasdem quomodolibet tenebatur, prout peciit et jnstanter 
deaideravit. Quod et fecit, et coram [nobis] ac veneral>ilibus oon- 
rratribiis nostris abbatibus raonaateriorum de Cokarsand, Welbeke, et 
Talley, tunc temporia ibidem canonice existentibua, prefatua N. pre- 
fato confratri noetro abbati de Talley et auis anccessoribus canonice 
quibualibet manualem prestitit obedienciam, pure, sponte, et volun- 
tarie omittena et relinqaens ouine jus [vel] titulum quod in dicto 
monast«rio de Cokarsand olim nt verua profeasua totalitep habuerat ; 
eo quod nunquam de cetei-o membium de predicto monastario 
coraputetur ; neque aliquod jus vel titulum in dicto monaaterio sibi 
viiidicabit imperpetuum. Noa igitur, coiiaiderantea utiJitatem et 
comodum, per hoc iitriuaque domorum predictariiin predictam 
obedienciam et veram ejuadera profesaionem secundum noatri 
Ordinis institnta sic rite factaoi, auctoritate nostra qua plenarie 
fungimur in hac parte domini Premonatrat^nsiB, laudamus, appro- 
bamus, ratificamua, et pir presentes cum eflectu confirmamus. In 
cujua rei teetimonium, aigillum nostrum appoauimus. Datum in 
monaeterio nostro predicto de •Schappa, vi die menais Decembris, 
anno Domini Millesimo cxrcc octogesimo qninto, et nostre conse- 
cracionis anno quartodecimo. 

IdO. Grant of a Living to Patrick Call, Canon of Alnwick. ho iUt« ; 

toM IMI' 

Bishop Redoian, recognising Ihe mcrili of Patrick Gall, 
[lerpetual (iVrtr of Lesbiiry ami ciinon of AVnioicti, approver 
and eonjirmi the grmil to him hij Henry Percy, Earl of 
Norlhumbertand, of the chaplaincy of 88. Peter and Paul, of 
Houghton, 

Ricardua, permissione Divina etc., dilecto nobis in Cbristo, a. to), as. 
fratri Hatricio Gall, perpetuo vicario dp Leabery et canonico 
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monasterii beate Marie de Alnwyke, salntem, graciam, et benedic- 
cionem. Sancte Beligionis zelns, vite et pro[bi]tatis merita quibus 
te laudabiliter insignitum legittimis oognovimus docnmentisy nos 
conducont ut te majoribas proeequamnr fayoribus ; hinc est quod 
Hive' gabemacionem capelle apostoloram Petri et Paul! de Howghton 
cum suis joribas et pertinenciis, Becandom vim, formam, et effectum 
concessionis patris et fratrum tnornm, abbatis et oonventus predict! 
monasterii, tibi facte et concesse devoto consensu et favore honora- 
bilis domini Henrici I^ercy, comitis Northnmbrie, fundatoris toi, ad 
id concurrente auctoritate prefati patris nostri Premonstratensis 
abbatis qua plenarie fungimur in hac parte, &vorabiliter appro- 
bamns, et per presentes confirmamus. In cujus rei testimonium, 
etc. 

17 Jnnt , 1491. 161. Letters of Safe-conduct. 

A. fol. 48. Letters for Bishop Bednum, C. Ursewyh^ dean oj York, 

John Cartyngton, and Edwa/rd Batolt/ff, Esqre,, and the 
proctors of James IV, of Scotland^ with nien, horses^ tBc, by 
land and by sea, 

[This document is printed in Bytner fFodder&t vol, zii.,p, 682,J 

Vndatfd 152. Scoall of Part of the Pension of Patrick [Oalll. 

(afttr 1491). 

Bishop Bedman to Bobert Bounnan, ahboi of Aktmck. 

Monasteries receive greai harm from abbots who grant moay 

fraudulently the goods of the moiMsi&ry granted for their 

use, [Imperfect,] 

A. fol. 158. Ricardus, permissione Divina, etc., dilecto nobis in Christo fratri 

lloberto Bowmane, abbati monasterii de Alnwyke nostri dicti 
Ordinis, Dunelmensis diocesis, salutem et illicite dispersa congregare. 
Cum vero nostri Ordinis monasteria grave dampnum per abbates 
voluntarie cedentes fraudulenter bona monasteriorum sibi asaignata 
ad proprietat[em] • • . • • 

> So in Ihe MS. : ? read tuam. 
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IfiS. Letter forewarning a Viaitation, n 

1' 

Richard Redmaii, kUliop of Exeter and abbot of Shtip, 
telU John Prestcn, abbot of Cocfcersand, Umt he loil! make a 
■niiitation there on 3 April, at dinner-iimff, if (he tide ti/ili 
terve. Citet all canont to be present ; orden that tome one 
be lent to Tneel hiin, at Laticiuler on the 2nd to provide 
lodgingt, dc, and a tafe-aonduct through the danger* of the 
iea, and that the bearer of Ihete preaentt he aiUtabltj rc- 
compcnted. 

Hicititlus, permiBaiooe Diviaa, ExonienBis episcopos, abbas ^ 
monasteiii beate Marie Blagdalene etc., prekarissimo coufratri 
nostra domino abbati de Cokyraaude aalutem et mutuam ami- 
ciciam. Cum eniin communi notitre Religionis utilitatis et com- 
modi negocio diligenter intendere, nobis nil aliud dnximua qnani 
propria commoda ampliare ; et qiioniam quedam indubitanter, ex 
iniraici calliditat«, enormia in Ordine pulularnnt efc evenerunt de 
novo, qui' iiovam requirunt viaitacionem pariler et reformacionem ; 
et que contra Deum injurioae cotnraittuntur salubri intendimus 
rerortnacione ulcisci pariter et puuii-e : igitur vobis per preaentes 
signanius, quod iii die mensis Aprilia proxime futaro post datum 
presencium, bora prandii vel circiter prout fluctuum ibidem con- 
cursus nos pernuttuiit, visitandi gracia vestro monasterio persona- 
liter, Deo concedente, proponimus decliiiare; eodem die risitaciunis 
procesaum actualiter inceptuii, cam continaacione diernm sicuti 
temporia invjtat necessitae. Ut igitur dicte viaitacionis processus 
dignum habeat effectum, vobis mandamus, quatenus omnee et 
singali confratres vestri, intus aut extra manentes, ad eandem 
debite convocentnr et personaliter accedant, ne contra eos dis- 
trictiflsime juxta Religionis edocta compellamur procedere. Et in- 
super uliquem discretum virum nobis apud Lancastrium aecimdo 
die mensie predict! tranemittetis, qui ibidem iu omnibus necegsariis 
expensia, pro nobis et no^tria, de vestrit:; sumptibus boneste pro- 
videat, et ealubri conductu inter maris pericnls ad vestrnm 
monssterium tute nos condncat. PreBenciumque bajulus pro anis 
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expensU et labore reooinpeniietiir cam &yore. Datom in 
terio nostro predicto. snb sdgillo nostro, xiii die mensk MuciL 
anno Domini iicaXLXxxxvi, et nostre oonsecncicHiis anno yioeamo 
quarto, nostreqne translacionis [tertio]. 

lut. 14»7. IM. Letter in fitTour rf Onild of the Holy Mmmt, Loadoa. 

BUhop Redman of Exeter comtmemdM to aU the rectors, 
vicars, and curates of his ddoeesCf N^ proctor of the Gmild of 
the Holy Name in London, who is beggimg for mimu for the 
same. Orders them to grant him fmeilities on Sundays and 
feast-days, TJtey must withhold nothing from the comings 
made to him. Grants an indulgence of forty days to all who 
give towards this object, being contrite and having confcMsed 
their sins. This recommendation and order to hold good for 
one year. 

d. 140 b. Kicardus, permisoione Divina, Exoniensis epiBoc^ms, oniverBis 

et singulis rectoribus, vicariis perpetoi^^ curatLs parochialibas et 
capellanis quibaacunqae, infina diooesim nostram ubilibet oon;»ti- 
tatis, salutem, graciam, et benediocionem. Volns omnibus et 
singulis committimu^ et mandamus, firmiter injungentes quatenus 
cum N. verus procurator sive nuncius fratemitatlB sive gilde 
nominis Ihesu in civitate Londonensi fundate. ^ufficienter et 
legitime deputatus, ad vos ^ eccle&ias seu loca veetra aooeaserit has 
nostras literas exhibens, Christi fiddium elimoeinas ad sustenta- 
cionem dicte fratemitatis sive gilde nominis Ihesu pie petiturus 
et oollecturus, ipsum, cum favore quo poteritis, admittatis diebus 
Dominicis et festivi^, ac congruis lods et temporibus aliis, ubi 
Chnsti fidelium major multitude conyenerit. Et quioquid datum, 
legatum, sen oollectum fuerit in hac parte, id eidem procuratori 
sive nuncio, sine diminucione aliquali, liberetis tseu deliberari 
iaciatis. Et quilibet vestrum, quatenus ad eum attinet, libeiet 
seu liberari indilate faciat. Ulteriusque ex nostra speciali gracia 
concedentes omnibus et singulis nostris subditis et aliis quorum 

' So in lis. ; read veslrac. 
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dioceHaui banc uoetram indulgenciatn ratam habueriut, pariter 
et occeptam, de peccatis suis vere confessis et coutritis, qui ad 
predictam IVal^rnitateni eive gildam aliquid de bonis eis a Ueo 
collatiB, legaverint, dederint, vel asBigiiaverint, aeu alias qnovismodo 
inanus purrexerint adjatiices, xl dies iudulgencie de immeritis eis 
penitenciis, tocieua quociens, misericorditer iu Ifcmino relaxamua, 
pi'esentibiiH per unum aiinum integrum taDtnmmodo durataris. 
J^tum in Dianerio nostro de Chndlegh, xviii die iiiensis Jannarii, 
anno Domini MCCCCLXxxxvil et noatre coniseci'acionis anno xxv*", 
iLoetreque translacionis tercio. 

155, Uemorandum of Citation to Thomas Ludham, Canon of Langley, Between isoi 
to appear before the Bishop of Ely on September 23, . ■»* ^"**- 

3*710 dale mtut be between 1601 oitid 1604, /or Bi»lu>y 
Iledmaii died 24 Aagutt, 1606; but lee acta of Vliapler of 
1492, p. 172. 

Memoraiiduiii quud TLumae LudLam, canoiiicuB de Langlegh, a. ful. l.i? I 
uitatuM est ad compareiidiim coram reverendiseimo in Christu 
pAtre Eliensi episcupo, in dumo capitulari Eliensi, xxiii. die meusiij 
ISept^mbris, decinia hura ante uonam etc. 

156. Licence to Henry Hutton to accept a Benefice with Care of Dndated. 

SouIr annexed. 

KicBi'dus, etc., ililecto nobis iu Cbristo domino Henrico ilutou a. fol. 85, 
con&atri nostro. laudabilis vite et convereaoionis honeste, salntem 
etc. Ut quodciinque beneficium ecclesiasticum tibi canonice cou- 
ferenduiLi, sive ad quod le presentari contigerit iu futurum, im^ti- 
tucionem et inducciunem canonicas in e.odem, cum stii« jiiribue et 
peitinenciis univerais, recijwre et occupai*, verum eciam c-uraui 
aniinarum hujusmodi beneticii I'ecipere. gerere et excercere, qnaiti 
eciam aumialia oelebrare, uecuou et curaia auimavum eccltjuie paro- 
chialis deservire libere et licite Fa1«as, licenciam et facultatem, 
quantum in nobis est et ad noB afctinet. tuis profeesionibus et 



\ 
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obedienciis per te, juxta regulAria insdtata dicti Ordinis noUs 
prestita ac statutis, ooostit^icioiiibiis regularibos ejuddem oostii 
Ordinis, et aliis qnibosconqne in ocmtrarinm editis, minime ob- 
stantibiis, damns et ooncedimus in Dranino per piesentes. Datom 
etc 

Uadatti. U7. Lieenee to Transfer the Profession of a Canon. 

Bickard^ bitkop of St. Atapk^ de. Have reonved jfoar 
Mten concerning matter of Br, Bobert Kyrldfjf^ dueuued hff «« 
in perton — ^viz. the transfer of hi* profenion. Our Aoicw has 
decided thai the loss of this subject ufould be a great expense 
and damage to the house; but eomsiderimg the smaUmest of 
your nutuberst dc^ we have given him permission to transfer 
his obedieneej and beg he mag make his obedience into gour 
hands as soon as possible, 

A. foL 43l Ricardns, permissione Divina etc. Lateras veetras, com favore 

quo decuit reoepimns, oontinentes per omnia, pront appamit, yestmm 
Telle ac propositnm, penes materiam pluries inter nos, cnm per- 
sonaliter simnl fuerimns, tactnm, de firatre Roberto Kyrkby, nnnc 
canonico nostro professo, et ejus obediencie mntacione» certis de 
causis yes spedaliter ac domum yestram oonoementibns. Sed nnnc 
cnm idem firater Bobertns cnm yestris Uteris ad nos penrenit, ex 
qnibns percdpimns vos eodem proposito solide permanere, enndem- 
qne fratrem Robertam a vobis in nnllo discrepare, vocavimns simnl 
nostre domns Ci^itnlnm. Habito in eo super ista materia non 
brevi trsctatn, reperimns qnod carencia talis persone, nobis ac domni 
nostre mnltum ntilis et necessarie, grave dispendinm generaret 
atqne dampnnm, ita qnod nnllo modo commode istod fieri potnit. 
In pleno Cajntnlo ab omnibus fuerat decretum, tandem ezposita 
coram firatribus nostris vestra voluntate, ntilitateque domns vestre, 
ac paucitate confiratrum ejusdem, omnes simnl nostri confiatxos 
volnntati nostre se conlbrmarunt, Unde nos, quamyis inenti 
nostre oontnyinm eTristat, habendo turn re^ectnm nostre pro» 
miasjoni vobis tarn voce unanima qnam litenliter fecto, desideario 



COLLECTAHEA AKOLO-FREldON8TRAT£NSIA 251 

vestTO, frntrisqiie predict stabili proposito, ceteris vero pouderatis 
que per vos ante hec temi ora ac eciam per eundem fratrem 
fiiei-ant intimate, dedimus eideni fratri Roberto licenciain, liberam- 
que faciiltat«m, ad vob ae traosfereudi et \obis mannalem, at 
nostri Ordinis moris est, obedienciam facieudi, ipsumque de pot«s- 
tate QDisti-a totaliter abBolventes, ea tameii condicione qnod qnaiii 
cicius coiiiode poterit vobie profiteatur juxtamoreni. Quocirca, pi-e- 
dilecte frater, vobis itidem suppHcainus quo valemus, qTiatemia cauaa 
iiosti-i velitiB enndem fratrem Robertum gi-aciosuis admittei'e, et 
diu desideratum tarn per vos quam ipsum, expedicius quo valetis et 
quod vobis incumbitin ea parte, absque mora facere nos poetponatie, 
recolentes illius regule jaris, moi'a cuilibet est || nocus. Et si, ( 
reverende frater, vobis quoquomodo videatur, non in ista materia 
secandnm vestruiti beneplacitum quicqnain fecisse faciatis. et vos 
confratri noetro aic vobis transmiaao, quod sibi in decus cedat et 
honorem, et qiiod nobis t«neamur in posterum consimiliter si 
contingat vet eo amplins pro vobis facere. C'etera, peramande 
frater, festinacione qua valetia, et secundum quod honestas Ordinis 
expostnlat, mittatis nobis fiUuin predilectum et nostrum canonicum 
fratrem Wyllelmura N, Kt vos din conservet ad aalubve gi-egis 
vobis commissi regimen Salvator mundi. 8criptum etc. 



. Number of PremonHtratenBiaii Houses. ) 

Date of fottndation of Order oj Premoiatratensiavt by 
Si. Norhert iit I April, 1198. He ruled ku Order 8 yearK 
9 iitontke,and was tlien consecrated archbitliop of Magdeburg. 

Summarg of chvrchet of flie Order throughout tlm world, 
kept at Titchfield : 471 hotivtv, of which 80 arc iv England, 
and 2 lioiiMS of nuttf. In Walet 1, Ireland IS, Scotland 6, 



Anno Domini miliesimo centesimo nouodecimo tercio, kaleudas A. fal. 9. 
Aprilis, incepit Ordo PremonHtratensia in ecclesia Fremonstratenai 
per Norbertum inetitutorem dirti Ordinia. qui rexit ecclesiam Pre- 



f. 21 b.) 
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monstratensem annis viii, mensibus ix ; et postmodum factus est 
archiepiscopuB Magdebnrgensifi et ibidem obdormiyit in Domino. 

Summa omniam ecclesiarum Ordinis Premonstratensis in uni- 
verso mundo existencium, ut patet publico in quodam registerio in 
Techfelde intueri volentibus, cccclxxi ; unde in regno Anglie xxx, 
et ii monialinm. In Wallia nisi una tantom. In Hibemia xiii. 
In Scocia vi. In Francia xxiiii. In Hanodia ii. In Brabancia xiii. 
In Senonensi provincia xiii. In Normannia xi. In Tnronensi 
provincia ii. In Dacia v. In Norwagia ii. In regno Cecilie xiii. 
In Boemia ... In Hispania xv. In regno Aragon i. In 
regno Hungarie xx. Et multe alie ecclesie, qne hie non 
insemntur. 

Undated. 159. Letter to a Novice seeking a Priory. 

If he expects to wvn many soulst he may neverthelease lose 
his own. Wa/nts to rule before learning to obey — should 
reverse the process ; quotes 8L Paul to Timothy. His toish 
is dangerous. Urged to embrace God's yoke and rejoice in His 
bonds. Has cut himself off from the toorld by entry into 
religion. He is not to desire to be a light to others^ but to 
bum ivithin with divine love. Leaving the cloister means 
going further from Ood, The writer is fewrful lest what has 
been begun by Ood's Spirit should sucownb to the flesh. It 
is a delusion. [This letter is a selection from an Epistle (XIII.) 
of Peter of BloiSf Migne^ Patrol. Lat., ccviu^ ooL 89.] 

P. fol. 21. Claustrum et custodiam posueram ori meo. Set in amaritu- 

^Mh^^"*' dinis verbis laxatur os meum ; cum tu, novicius et claustralis, 

appetas prioratum. Dicis, quod in parochia prioratus quem pos- 
tulas, multos luciifaceres Deo. De tuo siquidem lucro, dubius ; de 
tua perditione, sum certus. Nam quid est claustralem redire ad 
seculum, nisi celi habitatorem cadere in infemum ? 

Vis preesse, antequam subesse aut coesse didiceris ; Biscipliimm 
^evmis Majentati.^ Ordo hie preposterus est: priusquam doceas, 

* Peek notes that this is so in the MS., and suggests as the reading Mc^sstatem 
prevents Discipline. Migne gives : et diseipUnatum prevents MdgistratUi 




COLLECTANEA ASGLO-PHEMONaTRATENSU 



253 



expedit te doceri. Apostohia Timotheura informana vel instrnena 
quoa delieret eligere in niinisterium Verbi Dei, non neojihiivm , 
iiKjuit, Tie fi/rie elabig in sa^ierhiam, meirljii in iemptatioTiem dinholl,'' 

Periculoaiim est noophitia et mondum in sacra religioniw 
firmitato, exire iopiililieiini et usurpari officia perfectorum. Nant 
filius Sunaniitis, qui adhnc tener et pueraliis egreBsua est ml 
messores, revertens ad inatrem et clamans, m/piit meu-m ihle-, 
(lefunctus est. Dina, ftlia Jaeob, nisi in pulilicum exiviaaet, 
Sichen raptoria vioWtimn declinasset. Inter mansuetndine,i 
Jacoli compulatur, qui donii sedeUat, quando Esau dnruB et 
hispidiia estt-riiia venahatur. Utinam deaidenum tuum esaet 
jugo Domini aasiieacere et sedere in elauatro, maxime dum ailole- 
scentia tua eat in curan. Nam, teste 8apieiitia : Imiiim enf '-iro 
cum portaveril jitijiim ab a/iole»rentia siui. Sedehit xnUUmnn et 
faeelnt. Levavit enim »e mper ae.* 

Pr07ii aviem gwU sensun hominh, sicut Scriptura commemorat. 
a/i ndolexcentia in malum.* Amplectere igitnr jagum Domini, et 
delectare in vinculia ejua. Jngum eaini Domini auave est, et onus 
ejns leve.* Sapienti dicit : mitte p&l^m liium in compedes ejux, . . . 
et ne acedieri« Hif^ilis eym.^ 

Claustrnm semel ingi-essus, clansiati te, et Christi vinciiliB 
alligasti. Clausiati sane et alligaati te, per obedientie jugiim ; per 
II claiiaiiram Ordinis ; per discipline nbaervantiain ; per timoriR et ( 
revereiitie ligaturam. 

ClauBuram banc abjecerat ille, de quo Salamon in properatido 
decantat: Per a'jrum pi'_tn hominis tramifi, et per vijieinn aliiHi : 
t'lhimipie rfplerai-imt urtice et spine, et truiceria tujndtim ejiu ilentri"-l'i. 

.Scio equidem qnod aciolus ea, et tecum de scolari acientia 
attnlisti in claustrum. Vernntamen non exiatimea te habere 
Spirituin [)ei. dnnec drat-o Moyai' devoret drucones Pharaonis ; 
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donee scientia earitatis eracoet acieatiitm vanitati^. Adhnc norieios 
es, et ignoraa qualiter t*- in agricultura Domini oporteat laborare, 

Scriptum quippe eat, noa arniiu/ in j'rimryenito booU;* in 
Levitioo legis : Si obftUerU munta prinutrum fnupim titarum DomtH'' 
de tpieU adhve rirenlilnu, iorrdiix en^ iyni, ei imuitritu/e» to* t» 
modiim farrUi,' in quo vita novitiornm patenter exprimitiir. Qnornni 
merc^s adliuc deaidei'ionim camalimn gravide et . . .* non aocep- 
tantnr in sacrificio Domini, nisi prins igni tribnlationts torreantnr ; 
nisi priorum deponnnt afTectnm ; nisi per laboreni et abetiitentiam 
ostringantur. 

Doleo quod prionitam desideras. Prioratum tsmen levitei- 
optinet-eij, si desiderares esse poeterior. Ille qui solus de piilvere 
erigit pauperem in acola Evangelice discipline, nos enidit oon 
appetere pielatnnun. Ardts desiderio lucendi aliis. Utinam arderes 
ardendi deaiderio, non tncendi. Eral, inquit Joannes, lucenm 
airdene et litcens.* Sufliciat tibi si in claustro ardoas. Si emtn 
velis lucere coram hominibns, timeo ne lumt'o quod iu te est 
tenebre sint. Nam qui hominibus placent confiisi sunt, quoniam 
Deus eprevit eos. lionum est ardere, set igne earitatis, non 
Tanitatie. Ardet enim reprobua, set si«t( {{ptis in njmis. Exar- 
K&i-itni,'' set inique (sicut legitur) in concupiscentiis suis. Si vis 
fni. -J?, exire de claustro ut opt-ineas libertatem, devias i| et aberraa; 
recedens enim a claustro, elongaris a Deo. Nee ix)ssuni te videi-e 
liberiorem, quara si pro Christo clatistralem sulieaa et impleas 
Berritutem. Liberrimum te facie, si ei servis ex corde, cni servire 
regnaj-e est. 

Dicis, quod si haberes prioratum, aut saltern liberam egrediendi 
et predicandi licentiam, fi-uctum in Ecclesia Dei faceres tem- 
peBtivnm. Feceres quidem, nisi quia jam mundus osculo Jude 
proditorio te vendidit ; I't ciun te fallaci osculo alliceret angelus 
Sathane dicebat, Qvemcunque osaduiug fuero, t^wo ed, ieiie eum.^ 

' Bo in Peek'fl truueript : read turn operabms (or arabis) in piimogenilo bovia 
(Daot. IV. 19). 

' Lev. il. 14. ■ A word \s here minsing id Peck's triuiacript. 

■ John. V. SB. • pa. ox?ii, 12. Murk, xiv. 21, 
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Jam te presentialiter tenent. et te desiderare compellaut quod 
spontaneus alijuraati. 

Timeo, ne qnod Spirit ii ceperis, c&rne cons u mens. Re- 
nnntinsti aecnlo et pompis ejus ; et epiritnalem in t« Jerioho 
deBtruxisti. Scie quemadraodum adhuc durat imprecatio Josiie, 
maUflieiut qui reedificat Jerichn.* Non decet redire ad Beculum 
monaatici Ordinis profesaoreni. Si pvedieare et docere affectas, 
prius docearis, que t« doeere oporteat. Adhuc plangentia habea 
non docentis officiura. 

■leremias clau&ue in carcere scribit et precipit. Ama queso 
claufitmm, et ahscide ah animo tuo desideriiira exeundi. Nam 
juxta aententiain cordis mei, si Pai-adiaua in hao vita preeenti ait, 
vel in elaustro eat vel in scola. Quidquid enim extra hec duo 
eat, plenum est anxietate, inquietudine, formidine, BolUcitudine, 
et dolore. 

Tu vero uescis quam aecnU dulcodinem Bompniaati ; qnam si 
forte per insipientiam apprehenderis, avolabit ut aompnium j et 
inter nogatorias beatitudines quas spspiraa, inveniea te delusum. 
Fallox et aeditctoria ilia evagandi voluptaa coaaumet olaustraUi^ 
inuocentie fnictus, et qnod nnnc reputaa honorabile et lucrosum, 
in infamie' tue diapendiiim et periculum anime convertetur. 

Nota.— Terrarum longitudo non aeparat, qnoa earitas con- 
jnngjt. Regniit enim cardinalia cupiditae, ubi non est IVi 
caritaa. 



1 the M9.. ftccording to Peck, who anggesla thai the true reading Bhoulil 
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VnUud. 160. Admonition to a Biihop*Elect to keep in mind his Pnrpoee of 

Attaining Holiness. 

Called from subjection to prelacy : if he wisheu to he what 
he is called^ he must bear in mind that the past must he put 
aside. Being a man, he must put away tJie things of a child. 
He must he humble; avoid singularity; not domineer; he all 
things to all men; not called to uncleanness, ttc: must lead 
the way in purity of life. Conversation must he Jteavenly, 
Must be learned about the kingdom of Ood, Must exhibit 
Immility and dignity. 

Nowadays the first question loith some is moneys not souls ; 
called to honour for its burdens, not aggrandisement of self 
or family ; to give knowledge of salvation to his flock. He is 
not to waste money, but succour the poor, and Ood unU exact 
an account to the uttermost farthing. He is to be all things 
to all men. For a hislwp there is no via media ; he is either 
worldly or all for Ood, a/nd he is either infa/mous to fnen or is 
looked up to as a model of sanctity. Admonitions against 
worldly excuses. 

His amcestor, Count Theobald, a/nd his uncle, the arch- 
bisliop of Bheims, were examples of virtue. The harder the 
struggle to do good, the more worthy wiU be his progress. 
This advice, coming from, tJie lieart, to be accepted with 
patience, [This letter is almost verbally Epistle XV, of Peter 
of Bids, Migne, Patrol. Lat., ccvii., col. 51 seqq.] 

V, fo). 'iS. Vocavit te nobilis Ecclesia N.* de subdito iu prelatum ; de 

t 'dol) filio in parentom ; de discipulo in magistrum. Si vis esse quod 

dixeris, ut inter electos Domini censearis (qui in electis suis mittit 
radices ; et qui quos elegit, hos predestinavit) convertere a conver- 
satione antiqua ; ut novum indueris hominem, omnem prions vite 
exuas vetustatem. Cum eras parvulus, sapiebas ut parvulus. 
Nunc autem, quia in virilis etatis plenitudinem evasisti, evacuanda 
sunt que erant parvuli ; ^ ut nichil puerile aut tenerum sapiant opera. 

* In the printed editions this word is supplied as Camotensis, Chartres. The 
latter is addressed to Count Reginald de Mon^on, or de Bar, who became bishop 

in 1189. 

« 1 Cor. xill. U. 
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Si te per omuiti exiiibeas viruni ia Cliristo perfectimi, super 
otniiia humilitatem amplectere; ut apod te iiichil saperciliosum 
appareat ia verbo, ve! in facie, vel in gestu. PriiwijMtm consH- 
tueruat tc J'raircs (ul, dicit Sapieutia; eulo in iUis quad iiitiie ez 
Ulis} Nil gingulare preteuilas ; nil domiaatiociis exerceaa. Eiiute, 
iiiquit Peti'us Apostolus, nmi dominantes in chfo, set fmina faeli 
•ji-eiji^ ill pop-i-h? 

Ille, qui rociil cii ijue non siuU laii'iuam ea 'jiie s^ml,^ vocavit te, 
lit B^erdotio fungaris ei ; ut in domo Matria sue sis fideliB et 
pradena servus, non dominus ; sis poasessioDiim euanitn cuatos, et 
populi advocatus. I'osuit te Dominus, ut sis principibus ad 
correctionem, plebibus ad eruditionem, afflictia ad solatium, 
nocentibua ad timorem, electis ad liberationera, superbia ad 
Iiumiliationem, humilibas ad tutelam. 

AgnoBce tjueao vocationem tuain. Noa enim vocavit te 
Dominus nd immnnditiani, ut deducas in bonis dies tuos et agas 
euram carnis in deaideriis. Hec omnia a mente futuri episcopi 
convenit exsulare. Scriptum enim est ut munda ait manus que 
aordes diluat alienas. Sane in I^vitbico legitur, quod cum Moisea 
de mandate Domini proposuiaset Aaron pontiticem conaecrare, 
eum, prius diligenter ablutum, veativit aubucula, et bnltheo cinxit.* 
In quo ostenditur, quod in eptacopum consecrandus, prius abluitur, 
ut do antiqua coiiveraatione in novam innocentiam reformatua 
suscipiat increuienta virtutum. In subucula quidem vite mundi- 
tia desiguatur, qne baltlieo constringitur ; ut sub || arctiore tutela (ol. i 
pndicitia nutriatur. Apponitur etiam tunica jacintiva, ut sit con- 
versatio ejua celeatis ■' ; et ut jam non loquatur verba hominum, at 
sapiat [nil] nisi Cbriatum. Super rationale adjicitur, in quo erat 
doctrina et Veritas; ut sit scriba dodus in reyno Bel*; et cum 
oportunum fuerit producat de thesauro auo nova et vetera. 

Hec a tuQ ministrationis officio exactissitne requiruntur, ut per 
omnia sit in tc liumilitas uon vileecens, diguitas non preauniens. 

' Eool. xxxii. 1. ' 1 Pet. v. 3. ' 1 Cor. i. 36. 

* Eiod. xxix. ' Exod. xiviii. ■ Matlli, liii. 52, 

VOL. I. H 
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Hodie in promotione quorundam prima questio est, que sit 
stunma redituum, non que sit conversatio subjectomm. Utrum ^ 
Deus non irridetur. Ad lionorera, propter onera, te vocavit ; non 
ad multipUcandutn numerum familie, militum, aut equomra ; non 
ad dandam pareutibus dignitatem, set ad datidam mentiam sdlutis 
pleU 8ite.^ Majos gaudium est Deo et angelis si convertatur 
peccator a via sua mala,^ prelati officio, quam [si] per ejus industriam 
pompa episcopalis eminentie in evectionibus et familiis augeatnr. 
Non est in hos gaudium angelorum in quo est pauperum domomm 
eversio, in quibus procurationes exigas impoi*tunas conquernntur 
et dicant, quia multiplirAisti gentem, lum magnificasti letUiwm.^ 

Si te Illius profiteris qui venit ministrare, 'non minidrariy^ sic 
mintstrabis pauperibus, ut non vituperetur ministerium tuum ; ut 
patrimonium Christi et pauperum ejus (quod tibi commissum est) 
in egentium necessitates, non in usus extraordinarios expendatur. 
Hujus viator est Dominus rationem tecum districte positurus ; et 
usque ad novissimum quadrantem exiget universa. Electus es in 
episoopum a Christo, ut ei fungaris sacerdotio ; ut reddas populum 
aoceptabilem Domino ; sectatorem bonorum operum ; ipsum verbo 
instruens et exemplo. 

Pi'eterea, omui antiqua vanitate deposita, stndeas moribus im- 
plore pontificem, et ut sancto sanctorum de servitutis impendas 
f^l. 24. officium. Induas sanctitatem. Sis queso composi || tus ad mores ; 
fervidus in dilectione; mansuetus in societate; stabilis in pro- 
misso ; fortis in patientiam ; pronus ad concordiam ; rigidus ad 
censuram. Sis judiciis rectus ; in loquendo modestus ; in rubendo ^ 
discretus ; in ^ispensatione industrius ; in agendo strenuus ; in 
auxiliando soUicitus ; in conciliis fidus ; in responsionibus circum- 
spectus. Exhibe te majoribus devotura ; minoribus blandnm ; 
equalibus mansnetum ; rigidum superbis, benignum humilibus^ 
misericordem penitentibus ; inflexibilem obstinatis. Exhibe te 

* So in Peck : ? read Verumtumen, * Luke i. 77. 
' Founded on Luke xv. 7. * Isa. iz. 3. 

* Matt. XX. 28. ' So in Peck*8 transcript ; read loquendo. 



COLLEcniTEA AXaLO-rRE-MOXSTBATE-NSU 



Jobauuem incertis' ; Jehu et Malli.illiiam apo^tatis ; foruicaiitibus 
Fineen; Uezyam'y(lolatriB;Fetrummeutieiitibas;bla8p]teniaiitibiis 
I'liulum ; negotiant ibiiB Cliristum. 

BrevisBtimia est liujos vite temiwralis excursus; finis autem 
horribilis et incertus. Quanto est celebvior tua nobilitos, tauto 
gloriosiuB tibi erit, si alius in Christi ministeiio piiperas sanctitate, 
(liios geiierositate traoBcendis. In episcopali coiiditione nihil est 
medium ; vel secularis erit tua conversatio et probrosa, vel et tarn 
apud Iteun] quam apud homines gloriosa. Nichil est quod adeo 
vitam huminis cito obtemperat aut illusti'at, sicut pontificalia auc> 
toritas. Cito fit vel Ixmns odor Deo, vel rumor in populo. Qoedam 
gemme aplendidiores sunt in obscuro quam in luce. Quidam ante 
dignitatis adeptionem satis cominendabiles extiteiniut, set super 
candelabnin) Ecclesie constitnti, lucem in tenebras et famam in 
infamiam converternnt. Vulgariter dicitur, quod honores monstrant 
mores,' MeliuB plerisque fuiaset adhuc latere sub modio et sub 
umbra honeEt« opinionis, quam cum inlamia candelabrum ascendei-e. 
Adhuc turpitudo eomm sub paupertatJa obscuro laleret, nisi earn 
dignitas divulgaret. Crevit honor, et cum honore infamia. Nam 
juxta eatiricum: 

Unine animi vitiura Unto oonspeotmB in ae 
Crimen babet, qusnto <]ul peccat [uiAJor] habctnr.' 

I'rivato peccanti parcitur sepe; set si prelatiia deliquerit, in ejus 
infamiam lingue omnium aouuntur. Multi ex alie || na perBuasione lol. 24 b. 
credunt suum proraus ease abeconditum, set periculose falluntur. 
Sciat enim omnia prelatus, ex aliquo semper se esse infameni, 
uisi veram operibns exiiibeat sanctitatem, 

.Sciiptum est quod roa; pojfili row I)fi:' Nee leviter, juxta 
nieam eBtimationem, opinio communis aliquem prelatum extoUeret, 
nisi quern affectns operum et j ugis experientia commendassent, 8i 



' So in Peck's transcript : read iiieettuosis (d. Moll, i 
- Read Eliam (I'f. III. Rrg. iviii.). 
' The prinicil idiliuus add : Sed rata in mcliora. 
' Juv. Sot. viii. ' 1«. kvi. 0. 
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te igitur publico commendationis titalos habere delectat, Chnsto et 
hominibus placere intendas; nee in mnltitadine divitiamm, set 
gratiarnm ; non in omata yestium, set virtatam. Illorum vitam 
episcoporum detestabilem reputa quorum habitus in veste pompa- 
tili ; quorum incessus erecta cenrice ; quorum facies torva ; truces 
oculi ; mine terribiles ; dominantes in dero, non forma gregis in 
populo ' ; quorum Detis veriter est ^ ; quorum vita in morte sepulta 
est : mendacee, vaniloqui et superbi : socii fnrum. Non college 
Petri, set Simonis : non Christi discipuli, set Neronis. Isti dum 
pauperes spoliant, dum monasteria gravant, dum extorquent a clero 
pecuniam ; dum in questum trahunt, et venalem exponunt justitiam 
Dei; dum Giezeticam negotiationem exercent; thesaurum ire et 
mortis sibi accumulant, cum thesauro pecunie ; Christum habitori 
vindicem, quem non timent judicem. 

^ Id certissime teneas, quod si ad hoe enormes actus manus semel 
prelatuB extenderit, 

Ut canis a corio non absterrebitur uncto,' 

set glutino roalitie insistatur. De cetero respirare non poterit ; et 
nisi cum multiplici austeritate penitentie, ad innocentiam non 
redibit. 

Prelatus siquidem rarissime invenitur, qui oollaterales non 
habeat assentatores sibi; qui eum lactant et palpant; qui oleo 
capud peccatoris impingant. Laudaiur peccator in desideriis anime 
siie^ et iniquus he7iedicitur,^ Isti sunt qui vident domini sui animnm 
in temptationibus vacillantem, possentque ipsum verbo exhorta- 
tionis a peccato evellere et erigere in virtutem ; [set] mollitis 
sennonibus spiritum virtutis in eo extinguunt (cum scriptum sit, 
foL 25. Spiritum noliie extinguere)^^ atque ad || hue imbellices ^ sanioris pro- 
positi conatus evacuant et subvertunt. 

Si continentiam vovet, si ad abstinentiam se confirmat ; Pro- 
pitius, inquiunt, sis tibi Domine. Juvenis es. Jejunia importunia 
sunt [cano] capiti. Nimia camis afflictio morbos parat. Sic debes 

» 1 Pet. V. 8. • Philipp. iii. 19. » Hor. Sot. iL 6. 

* Pb. z. 3. * 1 Thess. v. 19. • So in Peok*s iranBoript ; read ifiibecUla, 
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cordam tenders, ue riuiipatur, llec omnia in aniios uiaturitatis 
deferri opoi'tet. Non sumus raeliores qnam patrea nostri. Ad 
solatium viri creata est femina. Viro et femine dictnm est, GrescUc 
et muUiplicamini,^ Nee inrtus tua virtus ed la^idis^ nee foHUudo 
fua (wwa.* Deliela juvenlviie et i^noraniias * adolescentie Dominns 
noQ attendit. Sompnus et ludus et solicitudinem * dispositio ami- 
cissima sunt nature. Bonum custodit castrum qui gervat oura 
diligentia corpus Bunni. Temerariiira est ee citra neceBBitatem 
affligere. Religio in juvenibns raro commendabileB sortitur effectus. 
Ktas provectior satis redimit lubricum juventutis. Satis tempea- 
tiva est penitentia, que anticipat diem mortis. Latro in crnce 
penituit. Neminera aero penitet, quern mors invenit penitentem. 

Hiis et aliis modia supereeminat zizania inimicus Iiomo. Set 
inentiia est iniquilas si'tt.' Nam, ut novissimis ejus verbis prius 
respondeam; inagnus ille cornea Tlieobaldus^ et alii plerique pro- 
genitores tui, etante jnventutis ingreesum, magnarum virtutum 
titulis affulsere. Similiter et avui] cuius tuua, archiepiseopus 
Rheraensis,' seuilem induit ab adoloscentia gravitatem ; ex tunc 
ascensiones in corde euo diepoBuit; atque per incrementa virtutum, 
in eminentiam vite perfectionis ascendit. 

Sapientia carnis, que tibi suadet illioita, inimica est Deo. Sane 
in voluptatibus carnis cito transit quod delectat. 

Si onerosa * tibi videtur vit« melioris ingreesos, erit tibi pro- 
gressus acceptior ; ipsamque euncti propositi duritiam [| certior f 
retributionis expectatio levigabit. Propheta dicit : Propter verba 
Ifiljiorutn tiiorum e<jo ctistotUvi tnoa dv-ras.' Quod. Un'e est, dicit 
apostolus, et motneiitaTimtm tiihn!idi.onis n-ostre immensum gloria 
}>vnduK ojieratiir in nobts.^" Transibit enim res in apem ; labor in 



' Qea. i. 33. 



' Job, 



, 12. 



* PB.X 



». 7. 



n Peck's transcript ; read solid ludinum. ' Pb. iivi. 13. 

* Theobnid wbb Coanl Palatine of Chnnpagne, nho died in 1152. One of his 

daughters, Agnes, married Renaod, Connt of Bnr. and they bcoanie Ihc parents ol 

the bishop to wfaoin this letter was written. 

' This was William of Champagne, wlio became itrchbisliop o( Itlieim^ iii UTIS, 
■ 8o in Pook'a transcript ; iwd owrosvs. ' Ps. xvi. i. " 3 Cor. iv, 17. 
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pivmium ; coutinentia in gloiiaui ; abstiuentia in coronani ; (^tio4 
breve est, in perpetiium ; qaod umtabile est, in etematu. 

Inter cetera, tanquam domiDiiTti et amicnm, liumiliter et obnise 
te precor, quatenus lianc exhort at! oueni nieam, que procedit ex 
corde, patienter admittas ; qiiodqne per lu, le, et tilA scribo, moleste 
Qon feras. Pluralia enim locutio, qua uoi loquendo uieutimur, 
sermo adulaborius est, et longe a sacro eloqaio alienus. Dampna- 
tiBsima eat ilia enibescentia que sic a niinore sicnt a majoru doc- 
trine beneficiiim non accepbnt. 



UBdUcd. 161- Lett«r to a Canon exhorting him to PeneTflrance. 

The preeepta conveyed viottly in Scriptural phra, 
to progreu it to recede ; to recall early intentions ; fo 
detire to he perfect; to keep clear of tecular eoncemt 
atpoiiibh; not to look backwards tmcard* kit family. 



P. (ol, 20. 
(Keg. Prem. 
f . 73 b,J 



Juveni gratioBo et Deo devoto fratri A, B. snus C. I), omnem 
religionia perfectionem, cam salute. 

Quantum valet viam perfectionis incipere et in ea non proficero 
testatur auctoritas que dicit, in via non progredi eat regredi. 
Etiam hoc claniat Scriptura, hoc dicat natura; quod illud fntstra 
inchoatur, quod ad debitum finem non deducitur; ad quem, nisi 
per grados perfectionis ascendendo, est impoaaibile pervenire. 

Occurrat igitur, si placet, memorie vestre, qualem vitam in 
veatro noviciatu incepistis ; quam humilem, quam iDnocenteni 5 
qnam Deo caram et gratam, et, ut verum fatear, angelicam et noa 
bumanam, Ruminet etiam mens vestra illnm rorem suavisHtme 
devotionis, quo irrigantur iiovelle plantationes in juventnte ena; 
et sit vobis augmentuin, deaideriiim in istis crescere, iata aiigere, 
per iata aacendere, donee videatur Dens Deorum in Syon. 

Nee noB impediat cura rei temporalia, niai quatenns cogit 
obedientia aalataria ; sepe recolendo illnd Apostoli, nemo mHita- 
turut Deo tmplicat le aeevlaribws negoiixB} Neo vos retrafaat circa 
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parentes nimia sollicitudo ; que sepe proficientes facit deviare et a 
recto tramite perfectionis recedere. Immo sinite mortuos sepelire 
mortuos suos ; ^ et qui vobiscum vivunt in claustro sint vobis patres 
et matres, fratres et sorores, tarn affectn, quam effeetn. Eos 
semper honoretis, eis libenter ministretis, et in omni necessitate 
juvetis ; quia ad eos plus ligat vinculum spiritnale quam ad 
amicos camales aliquod ligamen juris camale. Valeatis. 

162. Beinstatement of Bebert Barton of Cockersand. Vndated. 

Bishop Redman, at the interceaaion of hit brethren, reatorea 
JRobert Burton to the atall, dc, at Cockeraand which he had 
lost by misconduct, 

Ilicardus, etc. dilecto nobis in Christo fratri Roberto Burton A. foL 157 b. 
canonico et professo monasterii beate Marie de Cokarsand, salutem 
et in melius deinceps sapere. Super voce et stallo ac obedientia 
nominata, que tuis demeritis amisisti, rehabendis, ad instanciam 
omnium fratram tuorum et aliorum nostri Ordinis zelatoram pro te 
raultipliciter implorancium, tecum misericorditerdispensamus ac ad 
dictas vocem, stallum, et obedientiam nominatam, atque te omnino 
restituimus, ceteraque omnia que nostri Ordinis professores exercere 
valeant et exequi habilitamus, ac ut eligere valeas et eligi. In hiis 
scriptis auctoritatem concedimus plenariam contradictoribus nostri 
Ordinis, si qui fuerint, silencium perpetuum imponendum. Datum 
in palacio nostix) etc. 

163. Inventory of Goods. Vadatea. 

In primis in coquina | two panis . a kettille | a littille pot | a A. foL 141 b. 
bassene | a bassene with holis | a chawfere | a bras morter & 
a pestelle ( a chawfing dyshe | two spetis | a brandlete ^ | a skimer 
& a laddille of latton. 

> Luke, ix. 60. 

^ A tripod, sometimes called * brandelettes ' or *brandr7th.' See CathoUcon 
Anglicanum (od, Camden Soc.), p. 40. 
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Item xi platters | vi tlisliis j vii .<aw.<er.s j iii potte.-* j a gret jxin | 
ii rakis | ii girdyrins | a spete ( a kinset ^ \ a per of tange^^ j a fire 
rake | a fire ibrke | a tray | iii pottes for sauce. 

Item ill camera | a fedtler bed | ix niatres [ ii bolsters | 
iii pillus I vii keiierlettes j a per of ffusclians | xii per of sliettes | 
ii per of blaiikette': j a Ijed of burdealexauder ^ with iii curtens cS: 
a couuterpoiice j a .^pavoi^e of blew biikreme j ii keiieriiig> of 
Tapstre werk | iiii lianges of grene say | ii of rede say j ii liank- 
fliers 5 of giH'iie veixluse | iiii ({wiM'hens of kerpet werk | diniid. 
doseii ijwischeiis j ii chistes. 

Item a perlement robe of (|uite furyd with lettese ■ Ane abliet 
lynit with tpiite satten | a kirtille of quite | a quite ablx*t furide [ 
a blak gowne furride with shaiikes it a hudo. 

Item ii schort tabiN I iii ])er oi tre>tils ' ii chare-i i iiii .>tiili< j 
iii formic. 

Item in y" buttre j ii tabille clothis it a towelle | a bus-one 
A an Kwere of pewder | ix candillstikes , iii dn>en try>chnr- ^ \ 
ii crewMs. 

two hallo water fatten »!t a sirvnkill uf lattono. 

' A cressot. Cf, Murrav's Jfutionayit. s.v. In this ca>e i»ri»bal»lv a fiiv-Ki'ikfi. 
" Same us l}oriIari<otimht\ a stuflf made of silk or wool anil slripoil. So chIIciI 
lihw the embroidery work of Alexandria. 

" A covering for a bench or chair, hOinctinRS called a dorsal. 
* ? read ti'-iischnys. 
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